
June 14, 2010 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20500 
 

Re: Scientists & Conservation Groups Request Resignation of Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar 

 
Dear President Obama: 
 
We are writing to request that you ask Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar to resign.  
After nearly a year and a half on the job, Mr. Salazar has failed to develop and implement 
policies that adequately safeguard this nation’s natural treasures – either on land or at sea.  
 
Some of the undersigned organizations wrote to you on January 15, 2009, expressing 
concerns with your nomination of Mr. Salazar as Interior Secretary, given his flawed 
record on natural resource issues.  The intervening 16 months, unfortunately, have 
confirmed that Mr. Salazar will not fulfill your administration’s promises to safeguard the 
environment in this country or globally.  Rather, Mr. Salazar has either embraced or 
failed to reform many of the destructive policies of the previous administration. 
 
Scientific Integrity 
 
While the following examples point to key issue areas – principally energy and 
biodiversity policies – where Secretary Salazar has failed to safeguard the environment, a 
broad problem is the Secretary’s failure to ensure that natural resource decisions are 
based on science.  While Mr. Salazar repeatedly pledged to uphold science during the 
confirmation process, he has failed to match those words with action.  Indeed, the 
Inspector General reported just last month that Interior still lacks a comprehensive 
scientific integrity policy.  Of all Interior’s agencies, only the U.S. Geological Survey has 
such a policy.  The Inspector General notes that officials at Interior have known for a 
decade that a comprehensive scientific integrity policy is needed, and there are model and 
draft policies readily available.1   
 
President Obama, you wisely issued a memorandum to your cabinet and agency heads on 
March 9, 2009 requiring the development of scientific integrity policies.2  In contrast to 
more than half of your cabinet offices, Interior Department is still lacking a scientific 

                                                
1U.S. Department of the Interior Office of Inspector General Evaluation Report: Interior Lacks a Scientific 
Integrity Policy.  Report dated April 2010. Online at: http://www.doioig.gov/upload/2010-I-0020.pdf.   
2Presidential Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Cabinets and Agencies.  2009. Subject: Scientific 
Integrity. Dated March 9, 2009. Online at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/memorandum-for-
the-heads-of-executive-departments-and-agencies-3-9-09/.   



integrity policy.3  This deficiency is striking, as Interior’s past scandals have dramatically 
underscored the need for rigorous scientific standards. 
 
Off-Shore Drilling & the Gulf Oil Spill 
 
The previous administration left behind an Interior Department riddled by scandal and 
politicized science.  When Mr. Salazar took the helm as Secretary, one of his first pledges 
was to return transparency and ethics within all branches at Interior.  In late January 
2009, Secretary Salazar visited the Lakewood, Colorado office of the Minerals 
Management Service (MMS), where scandals involving sex and drug use with, and 
financial pay-offs from, oil and gas companies had occurred.  During his visit, Secretary 
Salazar stated,  
 

The president has made it clear that the type of ethical transgressions, 
blatant conflicts of interest, wastes and abuses that we have seen over the 
past eight years will no longer be tolerated.  The Department of the 
Interior will raise the bar for ethics, and we will set the standard for 
reform.4 

 
Today we know that real reform at MMS never happened.  MMS continued its reckless 
lack of oversight of the oil and gas industry, this time in the form of rubberstamping off-
shore oil and gas development.   
 
The agency was warned by parties in both industry and government that a major oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico was impending.  A lawyer representing Kenneth Abbott, a British 
Petroleum (“BP”) contractor, wrote a letter to the Interior Solicitor’s office, on May 27, 
2009, alerting Interior of the potential for a major oil spill due to BP’s carelessness on 
another platform in the Gulf (BP Atlantis) and a fundamental lack of oversight by MMS.  
That letter stated, 
 

The threat to the marine environment of the Gulf of Mexico is 
immediately present; it threatens a catastrophic event which could dwarf 
the Exxon Valdez or Alaskan pipeline spill disasters.  We urge MMS to 
act.5 

 
Secretary Salazar was copied on Mr. Abbott’s letter.  On February 24, 2010, Rep. Raúl 
Grijalva urged MMS to act on these same concerns by conducting a full investigation of 
BP’s Atlantis Rig.6  On September 21, 2009, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

                                                
3Supra Note 1.  
4U.S. Department of the Interior press release, dated January 29, 2009. Online at: 
http://www.interior.gov/news/09_News_Releases/012909.html.   
5Letter dated May 27, 2009 from David L. Perry, of Perry & Haas, to Silvia Murphy, Office of the 
Solicitor, with copy to Ken Salazar, Secretary of Interior.  Online at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
srv/photo/homepage/KenAbbottLetter.pdf.  P. 3. 
6Letter dated February 24, 2010 from Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-AZ) and 18 other Members of Congress to 
Elizabeth Birnbaum, MMS Director.  Online at: 
http://grijalva.house.gov/uploads/Letter%20to%20MMS%20on%20BP%20Atlantis.pdf.   



Administration (NOAA) wrote to MMS that its environmental analysis on off-shore oil 
drilling understated the frequency and magnitude of oil spills, underestimated the 
environmental effects of such spills, and was not based on science.7  
 
Despite a year’s notice and a wave of warnings rolling in, Secretary Salazar’s MMS 
allowed expansion of off-shore oil drilling in the Gulf with minimal environmental 
analysis.  This lack of oversight set the stage for one of the nation’s most catastrophic 
environmental disasters and the tragic loss of human life: the collapse of BP’s Deepwater 
Horizon off-shore drilling platform on April 22, 2010.  This well could spew as much as 
73 million gallons of oil into the Gulf of Mexico.8  Equally alarming is that MMS issued 
at least 27 exemptions from National Environmental Policy Act review (categorical 
exclusions) in the Gulf of Mexico after the explosion and collapse of Deepwater 
Horizon.9  
 
NOAA’s letter to MMS also warned the latter not to underestimate impacts from oil and 
gas drilling in the Arctic: 
 

NOAA believes that no leasing should occur in the Arctic Sea under this 
proposed plan [Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas 
Leasing Program for 2010-2015] until additional information is gathered 
and additional research is conducted and evaluated regarding oil spill risk; 
adequate response and preparedness to spills in the Arctic...10 

 
Yet, in October and December 2009, Secretary Salazar approved plans for Arctic drilling 
by Shell Oil.11  In his approval of off-shore drilling, whether in the Gulf, Arctic, or 
elsewhere, Ken Salazar has demonstrated a wide gap between his words and actions.  
That is why the American public cannot be expected to believe the promise he made to 
Congress on May 18, 2010 that he will “clean up” MMS.12  This is a promise he made to 
the American public almost a year and a half ago and utterly failed to fulfill.   
 
Coal Leasing 
 
Your administration has stated that addressing the global climate crisis, caused by 
greenhouse gas emissions, is a top concern.  Coal production and use in coal-fired power 
plants is the largest source of greenhouse gases in the U.S.13  Yet, Secretary Salazar has 
                                                
7Letter dated September 21, 2009 from Jane Lubchenco, Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere, to Elizabeth Burnbaum, MMS Director.  Online at: 
http://graphics8.nytimes.com/packages/pdf/national/14agency/1_Comments-on-MMS-5YearPlan.pdf.   
8See New York Times Oil Spill Tracker at: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/05/01/us/20100501-
oil-spill-tracker.html.   
9Letter dated May 17, 2010 from Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-AZ) to Ken Salazar. Online at: 
http://grijalva.house.gov/uploads/Dear%20Secretary%20Salazar.pdf.   
10Supra Note 7 at p. 5.  
11Center for Biological Diversity press release, online at: 
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2010/arctic-drilling-05-05-2010.html.   
12Broder, J.M and L. Robbins.  2010. Federal Agency Chief Admits Lapses in Gulf Oil Spill.  New York 
Times, May 18, 2010.  Online at: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/19/us/19spill.html?pagewanted=1.   
13Analysis based on U.S. EPA, 2009. “Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks, 1990-



actively facilitated expanded coal mining throughout the U.S.  In one region alone, the 
Powder River Basin in Wyoming and Montana, Interior’s Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) is offering 12 new coal leases that would collectively mine up to 5.8 billion tons 
of coal—as much coal as has been mined from the region in the last 20 years.  These 
proposals threaten to lead to the release of over 9.63 billion metric tons of carbon 
dioxide—more than the amount released every year by 1.7 billion passenger vehicles.14 
 
Compounding this is that Secretary Salazar has turned his back on calls to restore 
meaningful competition and environmental oversight to federal coal leasing in the 
Powder River Basin.  This problem stems from the fact that the Powder River Basin—the 
largest coal producing region in the U.S.—has been decertified as a coal production 
region.  As a result of this decertification, coal leasing is conducted through a lease by 
application process whereby coal companies design their own leases, rather than the 
BLM.  Although ostensibly a competitive process, leases have been designed to preclude 
actual competition.  In the last twenty years, twenty-one coal leases have been offered by 
the BLM and only three have ever attracted more than one bidder, likely costing the U.S. 
tens of millions of dollars in lost revenue.  The decertification also eliminated the 
requirement that the BLM conduct coal leasing based on a full consideration of regional 
environmental impacts.  Calls to recertify the Powder River Basin as a coal production 
region, to restore competition, and to restore environmental oversight have been outright 
ignored by Secretary Salazar.15 
 
Removal of Protections for Gray Wolves 
 
In addition to his role in the Gulf oil spill, most Americans will remember this about Ken 
Salazar: he affirmed the Bush administration’s decision to remove protections for gray 
wolves in most of the Northern Rockies.  On April 2, 2009, Secretary Salazar delisted the 
gray wolf throughout the Northern Rockies, except Wyoming.  74 Fed. Reg. 15123-
15188.  This removal of legal protections allowed a subsequent slaughter of wolves in the 
Northern Rockies.  The number of wolves killed by hunters and the federal agency 
Wildlife Services in Idaho and Montana last year was 444 animals.16  The tally for wolf 
deaths in 2009 in the Northern Rockies was close to 600.  Mortalities were much higher 
in Idaho and Montana than in Wyoming, where wolves remain federally protected.17   
 
Scientists and conservationists have sharply criticized the wolf delisting decision as 
“biologically indefensible,” stating, 
 

                                                
2007.” EPA 430-R-09-004, p. 3-4. Online at: 
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/downloads09/InventoryUSGhG1990- 
2007.pdf.  
14Nichols, J. UnderMining the Climate. A WildEarth Guardians report, dated November 23, 2009. Online 
at: http://www.wildearthguardians.org/Portals/0/support_docs/report_powder_river_11-23-09.pdf.  
15Id. 
16U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service et al. 2010. Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery 2009 Interagency Annual 
Report. C.A. Sime and E. E. Bangs, eds. USFWS, Ecological Services, 585 Shepard Way, Helena, 
Montana. 59601. Online at: http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/species/mammals/wolf/.  
17Id.  



…despite the Obama administration’s stated intention to ensure the 
inclusion of science in policy decisions, it appears that in the decision to 
delist the NRM [Northern Rocky Mountains] gray wolf, the USFWS [U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service] and the new Interior secretary have ignored the 
best and latest available science, as well as the legal letter and spirit of the 
ESA.18 

 
Among the wolves killed as a result of Secretary Salazar’s decision to remove federal 
protections were members of the Cottonwood Pack, which inhabited Yellowstone 
National Park.  This loss interferes with an important scientific study on wolves.  
Moreover, the killing of Yellowstone’s wolves harms millions of Americans, as wolves 
are a top draw to Yellowstone, one of the country’s most popular national parks.  
 
Endangered Species Listings 
 
Another scandal at Interior when Mr. Salazar took his post involved the Endangered 
Species Act’s listing program.  Due to long-term stalling and obstruction, the listing 
program had virtually ground to a halt.  In two separate reports (dated March 2007 and 
December 2008), the Interior Inspector General documented a multitude of imperiled 
species for which federal protection was denied due to corruption within Interior.19  
Under Secretary Salazar’s watch, imperiled species continue to be denied federal 
protection, principally through foot-dragging.  In a 14-month period, from January 2009-
March 2010, Secretary Salazar listed just two new U.S. species under the Endangered 
Species Act, despite a backlog of approximately 300 species awaiting listing.  This was 
the lowest federal listing rate for the first year of an administration since the law was 
passed in 1973.20  Secretary Salazar dismissed concerns about the sluggish pace of 
listings in late December 2009, saying his goal is not “number counting of how many 
species have we listed and how many have we not.”21  While Mr. Salazar would prefer 
not to emphasize objective numbers, the question is not idle.  The Endangered Species 
Act is effective in preventing extinction, but species do not benefit from its protections 
until they are listed.  The 300 species waiting for listing are moving closer to the 
precipice as a result of Mr. Salazar’s refusal to count. 
 
There has been some progress in species listings: in one county in the nation (Kauai, 
Hawaii).  In April 2010, Secretary Salazar finalized a 2008 Bush proposal to list 48 Kauai 
                                                
18Bergstrom, B. J., S. Vignieri, S. R. Sheffield, W. Sechrest, and A. Carlson. 2009. The Northern Rocky 
Mountain Gray Wolf is Not Yet Recovered. BioScience 59: 991-999.  P. 997. 
19U.S. Department of the Interior Office of Inspector General Investigative Report: On Allegations Against 
Julie MacDonald, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Fish, Wildlife, and Parks.  Report released March 2007.  
Online at: http://www.doioig.gov/upload/Macdonald.pdf; and U.S. Department of the Interior Office of 
Inspector General Investigative Report: The Endangered Species Act and the Conflict Between Science and 
Policy. Report dated December 10, 2008.  Online at: 
http://www.doioig.gov/upload/Endangered%20Species%20FINAL%20REDACTED5%20w_TOC_encrypt
ion.pdf.   
20U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service database, online at: 
http://www.fws.gov/ecos/ajax/tess_public/pub/speciesCountByYear.jsp.   
21Kohler, Judith.  2010. Interior Head Ends 1st Year With Vows of Reforms. Associated Press, January 3, 
2010.    



species.  75 Fed. Reg. 18960-19165.  While the action was urgently needed, it was also 
overdue: it came more than 6 months after the law required and during the pendency of a 
lawsuit filed to force action.  Some of the species Secretary Salazar listed are likely 
extinct, having languished in the species waiting line for far too long. 
 
Moreover, key officials involved in Bush-era endangered species scandals remain in 
place.  For example, the Inspector General indicated in the December 2008 report that 
Mr. Ren Lohoefener was involved in, and defended, several controversial decisions in 
which political interference prevented endangered species from receiving protection.  Mr. 
Lohoefener also supported the former Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife 
and Parks, Julie MacDonald, who was the spotlight of the Interior political scandals from 
2006-2008, and who resigned just prior to Congressional hearings on the issue.  Wrote 
the Inspector General, “According to Lohoefener, MacDonald brought a critical review to 
the process, which he believed was beneficial.”22  Despite his participation in, and 
defense of, the politicization of science to the detriment of endangered species, Mr. 
Lohoefener is currently director of the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Region 8. 
 
Ken Salazar Should Resign 
 
Secretary Salazar, like his predecessors in the George W. Bush administration, has failed 
to place science above politics and prioritize federal environmental protections above 
accommodations for ecologically harmful industries.  We believe this is why one of the 
most catastrophic environmental disasters in our nation’s history – the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico – is occurring.  Without a fundamental change by 
the Obama administration, our nation’s rich natural heritage will be squandered.   
 
On this basis, we urge you to ask Ken Salazar to step down from the post of Interior 
Secretary.  In his place, we implore you to appoint an individual with a proven 
commitment to conservation.  Particularly important are the two issues we’ve highlighted 
above: the need for policies which move us past fossil fuels in order to combat the 
climate crisis; and the urgent need to safeguard biodiversity.  Scientists are warning that, 
at our own peril, humanity is overstepping “planetary boundaries,” particularly in these 
two areas.23  The new Interior Secretary must demonstrate unequivocal commitment to 
environmental protection, dedication to science-based decision-making, and the courage 
to resist pressures from industry to continue down the path to environmental ruin. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
/S/Nicole J. Rosmarino 
 
Nicole J. Rosmarino, Ph.D. 
Wildlife Program Director 
WildEarth Guardians 

                                                
22Supra Note 19 (December 2008 report) at p. 133.  
23Rockström et al. 2009.  “A Safe Operating Space for Humanity.” Nature 461 (September 24, 2009) 472-
475.Online at: http://www.nature.com/news/specials/planetaryboundaries/index.html.   



1536 Wynkoop St. Suite 301 
Denver, CO 80202 
On behalf of: 
 
Conservation Groups: 
 
Mary Zoeter, President 
Action for Animals Network 
PO Box 9039 
Alexandria, VA 22304 
 
Ryan Talbott, Executive Director 
Allegheny Defense Project 
117 West Wood Lane 
Kane, PA  16735 
 
Debra Lopez and Shelley Abrams, Co-Founders 
Americans Against Horse Slaughter 
1551 Willow Pond Dr. 
Yardley, PA 
 
Barb Beck, Director 
Americans Against Horse Slaughter in Arizona 
5436 W. Greenway Rd. 
Glendale, AZ 85306 
 
Craig C. Downer, President 
Andean Tapir Fund 
P.O. Box 456 
Minden, NV 89423 
 
Bettina Rosmarino, President 
Animal Cruelty Investigations 
PO Box 7000-752  
Redondo Beach, CA 90277-8710 
 
Animal Place 
Kim Surla, Co-founder and Executive Director 
17314 McCourtney Rd 
Grass Valley, CA 95949 
 
D.J. Schubert, Wildlife Biologist 
Animal Welfare Institute 
P.O. Box 3650 
Washington, DC 20027 
 



Daniel M. Rifkin, Founder and Co-Director 
Arapahoe County Citizens for Wildlife 
1541 S. Pennsylvania St.  
Denver, CO 80210 
 
Lorin Lindner, PhD, President/Founder 
The Association for Parrot C.A.R.E. (Conservation, Adoptions, Rescue, Education) 
P. O. Box 84042 
Los Angeles, CA  90073-0042 
 
Kevin Emmerich, Co-Founder 
Basin and Range Watch 
P.O. Box 153 
Baker, CA 92309 
 
Spencer Lennard, Program Director 
Big Wildlife 
POB 344  
Williams, OR 97544 
 
Lynne K Stone, Director 
Boulder-White Clouds Council 
Box 6313 
Ketchum, ID 83340 
 
Dan Brister, Executive Director 
Buffalo Field Campaign 
PO Box 957 
West Yellowstone, MT 59821 
 
Shelley Grainger, Eastern Region Director 
Canadian Horse Defence Coalition 
P.O. Box 26097 
Westbank, BC, V4T 2G3 
 
Joanie Berde, Representative 
Carson Forest Watch 
P.O. Box 15 
Llano, NM 87543 
 
Donna Charpied, Executive Director 
Citizens for the Chuckwalla Valley 
PO Box 397 
Desert Center CA 92239 
 
Ginger Kathrens, Executive Director 



The Cloud Foundation 
107 S. 7th St. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80905 
 
Pamela Frost, M.S., Director of Operations 
Conservation Biology Institute 
136 SW Washington Avenue, Suite 202 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
 
Denise Boggs, Executive Director 
Conservation Congress 
PO Box 5 
Lewistown, MT 59457 
 
Karen Pomroy, President/Founder 
Equine Voices Rescue & SanctuaryTM 
P.O. Box 1685 
Green Valley, AZ 85622 
 
Priscilla Feral, President 
Friends of Animals 
777 Post Rd Suite 205  
Darien, CT 06820 
 
Gary Macfarlane 
Friends of the Clearwater 
PO Box 9241 
Moscow, ID  83843 
 
Robert Hoskins 
GravelBar 
64 Burris-Lenore Road 
Crowheart, WY 82512 
 
Veronica Egan, Executive Director 
Great Old Broads for Wilderness  
649 E. College Drive   
PO Box 2924  
Durango, CO 81302 
 
Judy Loudin, M.Ed, CMT, CRT - Director 
The Healing Journey Rescue 
5427 I-80 Service Road 
Pine Bluffs, WY 82082 
 
Greg Dyson, Executive Director 



Hells Canyon Preservation Council 
PO Box 2768 
La Grande, OR  97850 
 
Elliot M. Katz, DVM, President 
In Defense of Animals  
3010 Kerner Blvd.  
San Rafael, CA 94901 
 
Lane Ferrante, Director  
League of Humane Voters of Ohio  
P.O. Box 46004 
Bedford OH 44146 
 
John Weisheit, Conservation Director 
Living Rivers 
PO Box 466 
Moab, UT  84532 
 
Dianne James, President 
Midwest Prairie Dog Shelter, Inc.  
8916 Arcola Road 
Fort Wayne, IN  46818
 
Denise Saccone 
PDAWG Task Force 
(Prairie Dog Advocacy Watch Group) 
1435 St. Francis Drive - Room 208 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
 
Deb Jones, President 
Prairie Dog Action 
PO Box 725 
Broomfield, CO  80038-0725 
 
Yvonne Boudreaux, President 
Prairie Dog Pals 
PO Box 14235 
Albuquerque, NM 87191 
 
Paula Martin, Director 
Prairie Ecosystems 
2800 S Syracuse Way #1-104 
Denver, CO 80231 
 
Judy Enderle, Executive Director 



Prairie Preservation Alliance 
PO Box 12485 
Denver, CO 80212 
 
Brooks Fahy, Executive Director 
Predator Defense 
PO Box 5446 
Eugene, OR 97405 
 
Camilla H. Fox, Founding Director 
Project Coyote 
P.O. Box 5007 
Larkspur, CA 94977 
 
Melanie Sue Bowles, Founder/Director    
Proud Spirit Horse Sanctuary 
1210 Polk 48 
Mena, AR 71953 
 
Mike Hudak, Director 
Public Lands Without Livestock 
38 Oliver Street 
Binghamton, NY 13904-1516 
 
Dave Foreman, Chairman 
The Rewilding Institute 
POB 13768 
Albuquerque, NM 87192 
 
Sue Sefscik, Director 
Rockin’ Horse Retirement 
2200 NW 225th Avenue 
Dunnellon, FL  34431 
 
Audrey Reynolds, President 
Saving Horses, Inc. 
8840 Hunter Pass 
Alpine CA 91901 
 
Doro Lohmann, Director  
Silent Voices Equine Rescue 
Po Box 512 
Bellevue, ID 83313 
 
Leeona Klippstein, Executive Director 
Spirit of the Sage Council 



30 North Raymond Ave., Suite 303 
Pasadena, CA 91103 
 
Gloria Flora, Executive Director 
Sustainable Obtainable Solutions 
P.O. Box 1424 
Helena, MT  59624 
 
Patricia Swain, Founding Director 
TrailSafe Nevada  
1285 Baring Blvd. #260 
Sparks, NV 89434 
 
Wally Sykes, Founder 
TrapFree Oregon 
Box 733 
Joseph, OR 97846 
 
Kevin Mueller, Program Director 
Utah Environmental Congress 
1817 S. Main Street, Suite 10 
Salt Lake City, UT 84115 
 
Janine Blaeloch, Director 
Western Lands Project 
PO Box 95545 
Seattle, WA 98145-2545 
 
Buffalo Bruce, Staff Ecologist 
Western Nebraska Resources Council  
PO Box 612 
Chadron, NE 69337 
 
Jon Marvel, Executive Director  
Western Watersheds Project 
P.O. Box 1770  
Hailey, ID 83333 
 
Sam Hitt 
Wild Watershed 
P.O. Box 1943 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
 
Daryl DeJoy, Executive Director 
Wildlife Alliance of Maine 
96 Harlow St. Suite 355 



Bangor, ME 04401 
 
Brian Ertz, Board President 
WildlifeWatchers 
450 Trap Club Road 
Jackson Hole, WY 83001 
 
Matthew Koehler, Representative 
WildWest Institute 
PO Box 7998 
Missoula, MT 59807 
 
Michael Golembeski, Director 
WindDancer Foundation Inc. 
P.O. Box 2468 
Fort Collins, CO 80522 
 
Dr. Ralph Maughan, President 
Wolf Recovery Foundation 
P.O. Box 444 
Pocatello, ID 83209 
 
Scientists: 
{Note: The affiliations listed below are provided for identification purposes only and do 
not indicate a position on behalf of the institutions} 
 
Marc Bekoff, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
University of Colorado, Boulder 
Boulder, CO 
 
Dusti Becker, Ph.D. 
Life Net 
Makawao, HI 
 
Peter F. Brussard, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 
Department of Biology 
Reno, NV 
 
Nedim C. Buyukmihci, V.M.D. 
Emeritus Professor of Veterinary Medicine 
University of California-Davis, School of Veterinary Medicine 
Glorieta, NM 
 



David Byman, Ph.D. 
Asst. Prof. Biology  
Penn State University  
Dunmore, PA 
 
Amy Cannon 
Biologist 
Telluride, CO 
 
John Carter, Ph.D. Ecology 
Environmental and Engineering Solutions, LLC 
Mendon, UT 
 
Michael J. Connor, Ph.D. 
Western Watersheds Project 
Reseda, CA  
 
Ana Davidson, Ph.D. 
Department of Biology 
University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Debra L. Donahue, M.S., J.D. 
Wildlife Biologist/Legal Scholar 
University of Wyoming  
Laramie, WY 
 
Katie Fite, Ph.D. 
Biologist 
Western Watersheds Project 
Boise, ID 
 
Ramona Gaylord 
Biologist 
Telluride, CO 
 
Traci Guynup 
Computer Scientist 
George Mason University 
Fairfax, VA 
  
Philip W. Hedrick, Ph.D. 
Ullman Professor of Biology 
Arizona State University 
Tempe, AZ 
 



Steven G. Herman, Ph.D 
Emeritus Member of the Faculty 
The Evergreen State College 
Olympia, WA 
 
M. Keene Hueftle, Ph.D. 
Scientist 
Pocatello, ID 
 
James R. Karr, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus 
Ecology, Conservation Biology Environmental Policy  
University of Washington, Seattle, WA 
 
Greg Litus, Ph.D. 
Horticulturist 
Grass Valley, CA 
 
Malcolm R. MacPherson, PhD 
Scientist 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Lauren McCain, Ph.D. 
Policy Analyst 
Denver, CO 
 
John Miles, Ph.D. 
Western Washington University 
Bellingham, WA 
 
Brian Miller, Ph.D. 
Biologist 
Wind River Ranch, NM 
 
Susan Morgan, Ph.D. 
The Rewilding Institute 
Maple Falls, WA 
 
David R. Parsons 
Carnivore Conservation Biologist  
The Rewilding Institute 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Debra Patla, M.S. 
Biologist, Amphibian Studies 
Moran, WY 
 



Tony Povilitis, Ph.D. 
Conservation Scientist 
Life Net 
Makawao, HI 
 
Sheila Pugach, M.S. 
Biologist 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Jonathan B. Ratner 
Biologist 
Western Watersheds Project 
Pinedale, WY 
 
Richard Reading, Ph.D. 
Department of Biology, University of Colorado-Denver 
Denver, CO 
 
Maggie Schafer, M.S. 
Biologist 
Boulder, CO 
 
Bruce Smith, Ph.D. 
Wildlife Biologist 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Dept. of Interior (retired) 
Sheridan, MT 
 
Jo Anne Marie Smith, Ph.D. 
Institute for the Analysis of Natural Resources, Atlantida University 
Mar del Plata, Argentina 
San Diego, CA, USA resident  
 
Peter Stacey, Ph.D. 
UNM Biology Department  
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Phil Tonne  
Natural Heritage New Mexico  
UNM Biology Department  
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Elizabeth J. Walsh, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Department of Biological Sciences 
El Paso, TX 
 



George Wuerthner, M.S. 
Ecologist 
Richmond, VT 
 
Nancy Zierenberg 
Administrative and Outreach Assistant, Arizona Native Plant Society 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Daniel Ziskin, Ph.D. 
Earth Scientist 
Boulder, CO
 
 


