
702 H Street, NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20001
Tel: 202-462-1177  •  Fax: 202-462-4507

Ms. Suzy Milliard
Freedom of Information Office Coordinator
National Cancer Institute
Building 31 Room 10A48
9000 Rockville Pike,
Bethesda, MD 20892

October 25, 2010

Re: Disclosure of communications between formaldehyde lobbyists and the
National Cancer Advisory Board

Dear Ms. Milliard,

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, we
hereby request copies of all records in the possession of or generated by the
National Cancer Institute pertaining to all communications between all National
Cancer Advisory Board members and lobbyists, representatives and staff of the
formaldehyde manufacturing industry and affiliated organizations, including the
“Formaldehyde Council” industry trade association, between 2003 and present.

David Koch, Executive Vice President of Koch Industries, currently serves on the
National Cancer Advisory Board (NCAB), a role he has filled since 2004. As you
know, the NCAB is charged with advising the U.S. National Cancer Institute on
cancer research and grants, sending important cues about how aggressively
particular carcinogens will be studied.

Mr. Koch’s participation on the Board represents a direct conflict of interest. He is
co-owner of the notorious Koch Industries, one of the worst polluters in America
that in 2000 paid “the largest civil fine ever imposed on a company under any
federal environmental law to resolve claims related to more than 300 oil spills
from its pipelines and oil facilities in six states.”1 A year after being put on the
board by the Bush Administration, which he supported through aggressive
political contributions, Mr. Koch’s company acquired Georgia-Pacific, the lumber
company that is a major producer of the carcinogen formaldehyde, used in the
making of Georgia-Pacific’s particleboard and other products.

Several Georgia-Pacific executives, all of whom work for Mr. Koch, are active in
the “Formaldehyde Council” front group that has consistently pressured federal
officials for looser federal protections by downplaying the dangers posed by

                                                       
1 http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/cases/civil/cwa/kochcwa.html



formaldehyde to human health. The chair of the Formaldehyde Council is
Richard Urschel, the President of Georgia-Pacific's chemical division, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Koch Industries.

Formaldehyde is classified as a “Group 1 Carcinogen” which is defined as an
agent that "is definitely carcinogenic to humans” by the International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC), and "a complete carcinogen" in the words of the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). The National Toxicology
Program also recently revised its characterization of formaldehyde to that of
“known human carcinogen.”

As a NCAB member, Koch can “give policy recommendations” and
“provide…advice” to the Government (OGE-SGE). We’re not sure how the NCAB
balances Mr. Koch’s financial self-interest in weaker protections – is there
someone on the NCAB from an industry that makes money from stronger
protections against cancer-causing formaldehyde? That said, we do think that the
public has a right to know the respective roles and interplay of Mr. Koch and the
lobbying and propaganda activities of his executives in relation to the NCAB.

The current director of the National Cancer Institute, Harold Varmus, told The
New Yorker that he was “surprised” to hear about Koch Industries’ stance on
formaldehyde, calling into question whether David Koch’s various potential
conflicts of interest have been fully vetted by NCI/NCAB; and whether his role as
an NCAB advisor on issues related to cancer-causing chemicals is appropriate.

With this FOIA request, we are pursuing copies of documents pertaining to all
contacts of NCAB board members, including David Koch, and lobbyists
connected with the formaldehyde industry, including the Formaldehyde Council.
We request all records pertaining to all communication between these parties:
dates of meetings, lists of attendees, agendas, minutes of meetings and
correspondence, including letters, notes, emails and memoranda, involving
communications between the NACB members and lobbyists, representatives and
staff working on behalf of the Formaldehyde Council, from January 1, 2003 to
present, regarding formaldehyde.

This information will be used to inform elected officials and the public of these
relationships. It will be published in full on DeSmogBlog as well as sent to major
national environment and health reporters – just as we are doing with this
request. This request is made on behalf of the public and not for commercial use.

As a nonprofit organization, Greenpeace requests a waiver of all fees for this
request. Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public interest
because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in my commercial
interest.



We request that the information we seek be provided in electronic format, and we
would like to receive it on a personal computer disk [or a CD-ROM].

We also include a telephone number at which we can be contacted during
business hours if necessary, to discuss any aspect of this request.

We will expect a response within 20 working days as provided by law. If our
request is denied in whole or in part, we expect a detailed justification for
withholding the records. We also request any segregable portions that are not
exempt to be disclosed.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Kert Davies
Research Director, Greenpeace USA
202-462-1177
investigations@wdc.greenpeace.org


