
Robert Cusick,
Director of the Office of Government Ethics,
U.S. Office of Government Ethics,
1201 New York Avenue, NW., Suite 500,
Washington, DC 20005.

October 25, 2010

Dear Mr. Cusick,

David Koch, Executive Vice President of Koch Industries, currently serves on the
National Cancer Advisory Board (NCAB), a role he has filled since 2004. We fear
Mr. Koch’s participation on the Board represents a direct conflict of interest. We
question the value of a statute that allows biased, unfettered and financially
conflicted industry representatives to sit on federal advisory boards. We have
submitted a Freedom of Information Act request to the National Cancer Institute
for copies of all financial disclosure records Mr. Koch was required to submit as
part of his appointment.

As you know, the NCAB is charged with advising the U.S. National Cancer
Institute on cancer research and grants, sending important cues about how
aggressively particular carcinogens will be studied. Koch is co-owner of the
notorious Koch Industries, that in 2000 paid “the largest civil fine ever imposed
on a company under any federal environmental law to resolve claims related to
more than 300 oil spills from its pipelines and oil facilities in six states.”1 A year
after being put on the board by the Bush Administration, which he supported
through aggressive political contributions, Mr. Koch’s company acquired Georgia-
Pacific, the lumber company that is a major producer of the carcinogen
formaldehyde, used to make Georgia-Pacific’s particleboard and other products.
Several Georgia-Pacific executives, all of whom work for Mr. Koch, are active in
the “Formaldehyde Council” front group that has consistently pressured federal
officials for looser federal protections by downplaying the dangers posed by
formaldehyde to human health.

As a NCAB member, Koch can “give policy recommendations” and
“provide…advice” to the Government (OGE-SGE). Please provide us with the
financial disclosure documents that Mr. Koch was required to submit by the
White House in advance of his appointment to the NCAB and all subsequent
financial disclosure documents. Also, please explain how the NCAB balances Mr.
Koch’s financial self-interest in weaker protections – is there someone on the
NCAB from an industry that makes money from stronger protections against
cancer-causing formaldehyde?

                                                       
1 http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/cases/civil/cwa/kochcwa.html



Mr. Koch may not be the only financially compromised industry representative on
NCAB’s board.  It is astounding that NCAB rules permit the selection of any
board members with known bias and direct conflicts of interests to be on the
NCAB board where they can directly influence matters as important as public
health policy. We urge the Office of Government Ethics to complete a full and
immediate review of this practice.

We look forward to your prompt response.

Yours sincerely,

Kert Davies
Research Director, Greenpeace
702 H Street, NW #300
Washington, DC 20001
202-319-2455

Kristen Welker-Hood, ScD MSN RN
Director, Environment and Health Programs
Physicians for Social Responsibility
kwelker-hood@psr.org
(202) 667-4260 ext 244


