
January 24, 2011 

 

Dear Superintendent Anzelmo:  

 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with a revised proposal to allow Colorado National 

Monument to be used as part of the venue for the Grand Junction Stage of the 2012 Quizno’s Pro 

Challenge bicycle race.  We appreciated the meeting we had with you in December and your letter dated 

December 16, 2010.  The letter outlining the applicable provisions of 36 CFR 2.50 and the management 

policies as well as your discussion of specific issues were helpful to our understanding of the parameters 

for approval of events in Colorado National Monument.  We also appreciated your suggestion of a 

ceremonial ride as an alternative.  Unfortunately this option will not fit the overall requirements of the 

Quizno’s Pro Challenge.  

 

With a better understanding of the parameters for consideration of an event and with the input you 

provided during our discussion we are submitting this proposal with a number of modifications that we 

believe satisfy the concerns you identified. 

 

Race Venue 

 

As you know the original proposal contemplated three laps of the peloton through the Monument with the 

Monument serving as the primary venue.  We are modifying the overall venue of the stage so that it could 

include a variety of options such as a start in Gateway, laps through the wine country or the farmland on 

the west end of the valley.  We contemplate a finish in downtown Grand Junction.  As a result we would 

not require three laps through Colorado National Monument and have therefore requested two in this 

proposal.  We believe this reduction will address a number of the issues raised by our first proposal. 

 

Impact to Colorado National Monument 

 

As members of the Grand Junction community we are very sensitive to the issue of protecting the 

resources of Colorado National Monument.  We have made a number of modifications to the initial 

proposal to address this and certainly appreciate your input if there are further steps that can be taken. 

 

1.  As stated above we have reduced the number of laps requested from three to two. 

 

2.  We appreciate and agree with your comments concerning the potential for large crowds to leave litter, 

damage vegetation or soil crust and other natural resources on Historic Rim Rock Drive.  As a result we 

propose that no spectator vehicles be allowed beyond the east, west entrances, DS Road and 16.5 Road. 

All spectator traffic will be foot and bicycle. On historic Rim Rock Drive spectators would be restricted to 

existing pullouts and view sites.  Again only walking or bicycling spectators would be allowed on Rim 

Rock Drive. 

 

3.  We have had discussions with Medalist Sports and the Executive race director and believe that we can 

reduce the number of race support vehicles required.  This can be accomplished by reducing the number 

of team vehicles, motos, media, general support and Colorado State Patrol.  As a result the number of 

support vehicles will be significantly reduced.  

 

4.  Because of the reduction in laps from three to two we are able to eliminate the need for any feed zones 

in the Colorado National Monument. 



 

5.  As outlined in the initial proposal, support aircraft will be required for the race.  We have confirmed 

with Medalist Sports that they will require one fixed wing aircraft for communications and two 

helicopters for filming and safety.  However the impact of these aircraft will be minimized by not 

allowing them to fly below 2000 feet over the Colorado National Monument. 

 

Professional Bicycling Event 

 

Your letter indicates that the Management Policies of the National Park Service state that events will not 

be permitted which "award participants an appearance fee or prizes of more than nominal value."   We are 

concerned, however, about the applicability of an internal management policy that, by its own terms, has 

no legally binding effect.  The Management Policies state that they serve “only to improve the internal 

management of the National Park Service; they are not intended to, and do not, create any right or benefit, 

substantive or procedural . . .” Moreover, the Management Policies are at odds with the applicable law, 36 

CFR 2.50, which contains no such limitation.  Indeed, the applicable federal regulations were 

promulgated in 1983, meaning the Coors International Bicycle Classic incorporated Colorado National 

Monument under the same law that controls the 2012 bid by Quizno’s Pro Challenge. 

Assuming for the moment that the internal Management Policies did have some binding effect, our 

revised proposal can nevertheless comply.  Since financial rewards for riders are dependent on their 

performance in various stages and most importantly their performance in the overall seven-day race, there 

would be little, if any, financial reward that could be attached to the laps through Colorado National 

Monument.  Therefore we believe this proposal is not out of compliance with the internal policy that fees 

or prizes can be no more that nominal in value. 

 

Superintendent Anzelmo, we appreciate the opportunity to submit this revised proposal for your 

consideration.  We believe that hosting a stage of the Quizno's Pro Challenge would be a great 

opportunity for our community and would also have a positive benefit for Colorado National Monument.  

Because of the international nature of this seven-day event it will be followed not only locally or 

regionally but also in fact throughout the U.S. and abroad.  We believe inclusion of Colorado National 

Monument in the Grand Junction stage will make it a signature stage of the race.  The national and 

international exposure will increase awareness and interest in Colorado National Monument and we 

believe will ultimately contribute to visitor understanding of the park, its significance, its natural and 

cultural resources or its interpretive themes. 

 

If there are any issues that we did not adequately address, or if you have any questions, please don't 

hesitate to contact us.  We look forward to working with you as we go forward. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Tim Foster, Steven Gunderson, John Hopkins, Scott Mercier, Chris Reed, Jay Seaton, John Williams 

 

on behalf of the Grand Junction Quizno’s Pro Challenge Local Organizing Committee  

 


