
President Barack Obama 

White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

 

Dear President Obama,  

As former national leaders of the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service, we write to 

you today to affirm our support for the common sense onshore oil and gas leasing reforms initiated by 

Secretary of the Interior Salazar in May of 2010.  Together, we represent many decades of experience 

leading public land management agencies with a multiple-use mandate. We understand and appreciate the 

difficulties and demands of balancing energy development with the sound stewardship of our land, air, 

water and wildlife.  That is why we strongly believe that Secretary Salazar’s leasing reforms are the right 

path forward in balancing oil and gas development on America’s public lands.   

The reforms, articulated in IM 2010-117 and 2010-118, provide more certainty for the oil and gas 

industry, while reducing conflict over leasing and ensuring public participation in the leasing process.  

Public lands belong to the American taxpayers, yet over the past decade a large amount of taxpayer 

dollars and agency resources have been spent responding to protests and lawsuits.  Secretary Salazar’s 

reforms address this issue by providing better planning and a meaningful public process; this allows 

opportunities to resolve conflicts ahead of time and cite development of oil and gas in a more informed 

way.  It is clear these reforms are beginning to make a difference.  Protests are down significantly in 2011 

and onshore drilling activity is now back to pre-recession levels and nearing a 20-year record high.  

Unfortunately, there are attempts in Congress now to undermine these measured reforms.  Proposals are 

moving forward to block the Department of the Interior from implementing these leasing reforms despite 

the fact that they are clearly starting to work.  Further, a judge in Wyoming this week ruled against the 

BLM’s 2010 IM guidance on the use of categorical exclusions.  While the judge did not rule on the merits 

of the reforms to categorical exclusions, she did question the process the BLM used to change its position. 

In 2009, the Government Accountability Office found that the categorical exclusions were being used 

improperly, inadequately and many were not in compliance with the law.  The BLM must address the 

judge’s issues with the process, but this administration is on the right track in reforming the use of 

categorical exclusions. 

We believe that any rollback of these collective reforms would not only lead to increased conflicts, 

protests, and public discontent with leasing on public lands, but would also threaten the integrity of the 

western landscapes which are so valued by the American people.  Therefore, we ask that you continue to 

support and defend the implementation of these important reforms, which provide the right path forward 

towards developing our oil and gas resources wisely, while also protecting our land, air, water, wildlife 

and recreational resources on our nation’s public lands.   

Sincerely, 

Mike Dombeck 

Former Chief, U.S. Forest Service 

Former Acting Director, Bureau of Land Management 



Dale Bosworth 

Former Chief, U.S. Forest Service 

 

Jim Baca 

Former Director, Bureau of Land Management 

 

Jack W. Thomas 

Former Chief, U.S. Forest Service 

 

Mat Milenbach 

Former Deputy Director, Bureau of Land Management 

 

Jim Furnish 

Former Deputy Chief, U.S. Forest Service 

 

Mike Penfold 

Former Deputy Director, Bureau of Land Management 

 

George Lea 

Former Deputy Director, Bureau of Land Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 


