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Dear Congressman/Representative: 

 

I am writing to you in my capacity as chairman of the Nevada Commission on Nuclear Projects. 

As you know, proponents of the defunct Yucca Mountain repository are currently trying to 

revive this ill-conceived project through legal and political actions. I want to share with you a 

recent scientific publication that summarizes the State of Nevada’s safety concerns about Yucca 

Mountain.  

 

This article, from the current issue of the prestigious Journal of Radiological Protection, was 

written by Dr. Michael Thorne, an international authority on radiation health physics and a 

technical advisor to the State of Nevada. The article refutes the argument, repeatedly advanced 

by Yucca Mountain proponents, that Nevada’s opposition is based purely on politics and 

irrational fears.  

 

No other repository program in the world, observes Dr. Thorne, is developing a site with the 

unfavorable conditions present at Yucca Mountain. Yucca would likely not even be considered 

under international standards governing spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste 

disposal. No other country is proposing to locate a repository above the water table; operating at 

temperatures above the boiling point of water; and relying entirely on the predicted performance 

of complex engineered materials and structures to achieve safety. 

 

Yucca Mountain is an unsuitable and unsafe site that puts the State of Nevada at great risk.  

Assuring the geology of the site can permanently isolate deadly nuclear waste from people and 

the environment is the essential and fundamental requirement for a repository license.  Yucca 

fails miserably in this regard.   

 

 

 



Our Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects in Carson City would be happy to provide you with 

detailed information on Yucca Mountain and related issues including nuclear waste 

transportation and spent nuclear fuel reprocessing. Please contact Executive Director Bob 

Halstead by phone at 775.687.3744 or by email at bhalstead@nuc.state.nv.us if you would like to 

request additional information. 
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