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August 1, 2012 
 
Mr. Jesse Juen, Acting Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
New Mexico State Office 
P.O. Box 27115 
Santa Fe, NM  87502-0115 
jjuen@blm.gov 
 
Dear Mr. Juen: 
 
We are writing to express our concern regarding the format of public review meetings that were recently held 
for the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project draft environmental impact statement (DEIS), and to 
formally request a 60-day extension of the DEIS comment period. 
 
Public participation is the cornerstone of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Traditionally, the 
BLM has offered the public the opportunity to comment for the record on the contents of DEISs. At recent 
public meetings held around the release of the DEIS for the SunZia project, only speakers representing the 
BLM and project proponents were allowed to speak to the entire group in attendance.  While members of the 
public were allowed to submit written comments, there was no opportunity for the public to make oral 
comments in front of all attendees and to have those comments formally recorded.  
 
Our organizations feel strongly that this narrow approach to public participation does not meet the intent of 
NEPA. The ability to make oral comments at public meetings and to hear the comments of others is a key 
element in understanding and effectively participating in federal actions through NEPA.  We understand that 
numerous other conservation organizations and local stakeholder groups in southern Arizona have similar 
strong concerns regarding this issue and the effect it is having on the opportunity for public engagement on 
the SunZia project specifically. It is important to note also that the BLM has an obligation under FLPMA to 

provide for meaningful public input on its decisions, see, e.g., 43 U.S.C. § 1712(f).  
 
We are also writing to formally request a 60-day extension for the DEIS comment period. The DEIS merits 
careful review, analysis and consideration by our groups and others. Extending the comment period will 
provide for more substantive and robust public input from all stakeholders and members of the public. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Alex Daue, Renewable Energy Associate 
The Wilderness Society 
1660 Wynkoop St., Suite 850 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
 
 
 



 
Helen O’Shea, Director, Western Renewable Energy Project 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
111 Sutter Street. 20th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
 
 
 
 
 
John Shepard, Senior Adviser  
Sonoran Institute 
44 East Broadway Boulevard, Suite 350 
Tucson, AZ 85701 
 
 
cc: Mr. Adrian Garcia, SunZia Southwest Transmission Project Manager 
 Mr. Ray Suazo, Director, Arizona Bureau of Land Management 
 Mr. Mickey Siegel, SunZia DEIS Contractor, Environmental Planning Group 
 Mr. Tom Wray, Project Manager, SunZia Southwest Transmission Project 


