
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA                                                    CRIMINAL ACTION

VERSUS                                                                                               NO. 12-265

ROBERT KALUZA AND                                                                   SECTION “K”
DONALD VIDRINE

ORDER

Considering the recent allotment of the captioned matter to the undersigned, the Court

makes the following disclosures, none of which require the recusal of the undersigned as

provided in 28 U.S.C. § 455(b).  Nonetheless, given the nature of this matter, the Court makes

the following facts known to the litigants:

1.  The undersigned owns a camp adjacent to the beach in Grand Isle.  As a result of the

Macondo oil spill, the undersigned is entitled to seek compensation from BP; however, such

compensation cannot be sought through the Deepwater Horizon Court Supervised Settlement

Program.

2.  The undersigned’s son is employed by the Trust established as a result of the Deepwater

Horizon Court Supervised Settlement Program.  Patrick Juneau is the trustee of the settlement

fund which is funded by BP.  It is my understanding that my son’s duties include, at this time,

governmental affairs and the handling of appeals.

Thus, the undersigned neither has a direct interest in the subject matter of this criminal

proceeding, nor does he believe that his impartiality with respect to the defendant night

reasonably be questioned as prohibited by 28 U.S.C. § 455(a).

Given these circumstances,
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IT IS ORDERED that counsel for all parties must discuss this matter with their

respective clients and advise the Clerk of Court in writing, not later than Wednesday, December

12, 2012 whether they desire to waive the possible grounds for disqualification disclosed above,

in accordance with the procedure set forth in 28 U.S.C. §455(e).

After December 12, 2012, the Clerk of Court is directed to advise the undersigned

whether or not the parties have unanimously agreed on this matter but will not disclose to me the

identity of those who have responded or the substance of their response.

No orders will be entered by me in this case pending receipt of the parties’ responses on

or before December 12, 2012.

New Orleans, Louisiana, this 5th day of December, 2012.

                                                                        
          STANWOOD R. DUVAL, JR. 

                                                                                       UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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