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____________________ 

situation, delay some more, etc. 

The TCEQ has shown no interest in getting involved, and is deferring completely to the RRC. 

Al 

Al Armendariz 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA 
Region 6 
armendariz.al@epa.gov 
office: 214-665-2100 

Bob Sussman 

----- Original Message -----
From: Bob Sussman 
Sent: 12/04/2010 02:57 PM EST 
To: Cynthia Giles-AA 

AdministratorCc: Al Armendariz; ; Seth Oster
Subject: Re: Update on Range drinking water case in Texas

Al -- I know you've been talking to the Railroad Commission at multiple levels. Can you clarify the most 
senior person you've been in touch with and what they've said? 

Cynthia Giles-AA 12/04/2010 02:36:23 PMENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL We are worki... 

From: Cynthia Giles-AA/DC/USEPA/US 
To: 
Cc: Al Armendariz/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Seth Oster/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Bob 

Sussman/DC/USEPA/US@EPA 

Administrator

Date: 12/04/2010 02:36 PM 
Subject: Update on Range drinking water case in Texas 

ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL 

We are working on a revised fact sheet with up to date information. Brief status on key items below. 

The Order. We are anticipating that the Safe Drinking Water Act imminent and substantial endangerment 
order (section 1431) will issue beginning of the week but it won't go until final issues locked down.The 
proposed order will require provision of clean drinking water, identification and testing of other potentially 
affected drinking water wells, sampling of soil gas at the two affected households, identification of flow 
pathways and remediation of affected areas of aquifer. 

Next steps. FOIA Exemption (b)(5) - Deliberative Process Privilege

State. The region has talked to the state at multiple levels.  The relevant agency is the Texas Railroad 
Commission; they have the same data we have, and know we intend to issue an emergency order.  They 
have told us multiple times they are not at this point prepared to act. They know we will say they didn't act 
and that we are legally required to say that to issue the order.  They don't think they should act until the 
flow pathway has been determined, and told us Friday they think our action is premature. Our proposed 
Order requires the company to determine the flow pathway. TCEQ also has the facts, but disavows any 
authority to act, and does not intend to do so. 

Company. A couple weeks ago the region invited the company to come in to talk about taking action 
given this situation.  The company was told orally of the match between the gas from their gas production 


