
U.S. v. Range Production Company, et al. -- Settlement Term Sheet – Range 
responses 

 
A. Soil Gas Survey: 
 
Within 30 days of consent decree entry, submit for EPA approval a detailed work plan to 
conduct comprehensive soil gas surveys for methane and other organic compounds, as 
specified in the consent decree, within 3,000 feet of the Butler and Teal horizontal well 
bores. 
 
• Utilizing a certified, third-party contractor, and using EPA-approved sampling, 

analysis and quality-assurance methods and guidelines, complete the surveys 
within three (3) months of EPA's approval of the work plan. 

 
• If elevated levels of methane and other organic compounds are detected by the 

surveys, undertake appropriate actions to be specified in the consent decree, 
based on action levels agreed upon by the parties and specified in the consent 
decree. 

 
•  Within 30 days of survey completion, submit a comprehensive report of findings, 

including all raw and quality-assured data, along with documents evidencing any 
actions undertaken by the company. 

  
 Under the supervision of the Texas Railroad Commission using highly qualified 
contractors, Range conducted a soil gas survey in the area and furnished this 
information to EPA as part of the Railroad Commission record.  
 
B. Contaminant and Chemical Analysis Study: 
 
Within 60 days of consent decree entry, submit for EPA approval, a plan, using EPA-
approved sampling, analysis and quality-assurance methods and guidelines, to 
investigate the source(s) and pathway(s) or mechanism(s) of migration for methane and 
other organic compounds found in the Lipsky well, including provisions for quarterly 
isotopic and compositional sampling and analysis of the gas in the Butler and Teal 
production wells, the Lipsky well, and any private drinking water wells within 3,000 feet 
of the Butler and Teal horizontal well bores. 
 

Under the supervision of the Texas Railroad Commission using highly qualified 
contractors, Range conducted a survey of water wells in the area to which it could 
obtain access and furnished this information to EPA as part of the Railroad Commission 
record.  
 
• Complete the study within six (6) months of EPA's approval of a final study plan.  
 
Study already completed. 
 



• In the event that the study identifies Range's gas production wells are causing or 
contributing to the contamination of the Lipsky or any other drinking water well(s), 
provide alternate water supplies or mitigation until contaminant levels are 
reduced to safe levels, and reimburse the homeowner for the costs incurred for 
alternate drinking water during the pendency of the study. 

  
Data provided to EPA as part of the Railroad Commission record along with 

underlying data demonstrates that Range’s Butler and Teal wells did not cause or 
contribute to the presence of any contamination. 
 
C. Interpretation of Contaminant and Chemical Analysis Study Results:  
 
The results of the study shall be subject to a dispute resolution process agreed to by the 
parties and specified in the consent decree. 
 

Range does not believe there is any dispute regarding the proper interpretation 
of the study results and any resolution of this matter necessarily concludes any such 
dispute. 
 
D. Water Well Monitoring: 
 
Within 30 days of consent decree entry, utilizing a certified, third-party contractor, and 
using EPA-approved sampling, analysis and quality-assurance methods and guidelines, 
conduct quarterly monitoring (including isotopic and compositional sampling and 
analysis) of the gas in the Butler and Teal production wells, the Lipsky well, and any 
drinking water wells within 3,000 feet of the Butler and Teal horizontal well bores over 
the next five years. 
 
• If such monitoring shows methane and other organic compounds specified in the 

consent decree at action levels agreed to by the parties and specified in the 
consent decree, take appropriate action, including among other things, 
immediate notification of potentially affected individuals and EPA, installation of 
abatement systems, and other agreed upon measures to be specified in the 
consent decree. 

 
Range’s term sheet offers an alternative for further monitoring, but that is the 

extent to which Range is willing to participate in further monitoring. 
 
E. Production Well Integrity Testing:  
 
Within 15 days of consent decree entry, submit for EPA approval a detailed work plan to 
conduct well integrity testing (to be monitored by EPA) on the Butler and Teal 
production wells. Conduct the testing according to the work plan beginning within 10 
days of EPA approval. 
 



• If the testing indicates any potential well integrity issues, including but not limited 
to, pathways for communication between the production well and aquifer, 
promptly undertake appropriate actions. 

 
• Within seven days of carrying out the testing and completing any actions, submit 

a detailed report to EPA along with all testing data. 
 

Under the supervision of the Texas Railroad Commission as part of its 
investigation, Range conducted extensive testing of the integrity of the Butler and Teal 
wells and that data has been provided to EPA.  The data unequivocally shows that there 
are no well bore integrity issues with the Butler and Teal wells. 
 
F. Other Terms: 
 
To be discussed by the parties. 
 


