
 
 
 
 
April 22, 2013 
 
 
U.S. Department of State 
Attn: Genevieve Walker, NEPA Coordinator 
2201 C Street NW, Room 2726 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

RE: Notice of Availability for EIS No. 20130056, Draft Supplement, DOS, 00, 
Keystone XL Project (78 Fed. Reg. 15011-15012; March 8, 2013); Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) for the proposed 
Keystone XL project. 

Dear Ms. Walker,  

 

 The Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters (CME) and the National Association 
of Manufacturers (NAM) believe a strong, vibrant North American manufacturing sector 
is essential to our nations’ economic health and competitiveness in the global 
marketplace. North American manufacturers, in turn, depend on a reliable, affordable 
and secure energy supply to fuel their operations. CME and NAM strongly support 
approval and construction of the Keystone XL pipeline, which will create jobs and 
improve energy security for North American manufacturers. We urge the State 
Department to approve this project as soon as possible. 
 
 CME is Canada’s largest industry and trade association, representing 
businesses in all sectors of manufacturing and exporting activity across the country. 
CME's members account for about 90 percent of Canadian goods and services exports, 
the vast majority destined to reach the U.S. marketplace.  
 
 The NAM is the largest industrial trade association in the United States, 
representing nearly 12,000 small, medium and large manufacturers in every industrial 
sector and in all 50 states. The U.S. manufacturing sector employs nearly 12 million 
workers, contributes more than $1.6 trillion to the U.S. economy annually, represents 
the largest driver of economic growth in the nation and accounts for the lion’s share of 
private sector research and development. 
 
 Our two countries enjoy the largest trade relationship in the world. 
Approximately forty percent of our cross-border trade is comprised of intra-company 
shipments. The vast energy resources contained in Canada’s oil sands play a vital 
strategic role for North American manufacturers and the millions of workers they 
employ. In our view, the approval and construction of Keystone XL is a critical part of 
the true “all of the above” energy strategy our national leaders have embraced—one 
that will fuel present and future generations of jobs and economic growth. 
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 The Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) released by 
the State Department on March 1, 2013 reached the same conclusion as prior 
assessments by the Department: Keystone XL will have no significant impact on the 
environment. The State Department concluded that the project will be safer than any 
other typically-constructed domestic oil pipeline system, owing not only to state-of-the-
art manufacturing and technology but also 57 “special conditions” agreed to by the 
developers of Keystone XL that exceed what is required under existing law. Opponents 
have raised greenhouse gas concerns; however, even the State Department’s high-end 
estimate shows that building the Keystone XL pipeline would impact global greenhouse 
gas emissions by less than .01 percent.  
 
 There is a core belief embedded in our nations’ environmental laws that the 
environment and the economy can coexist. Manufacturers believe we can depend on 
the administration of these laws to identify what we have to do to minimize our project’s 
impact on the environment and then move forward and build. Keystone XL’s developers 
have taken extraordinary steps to design the pipeline in such a way as to avoid and 
mitigate this project’s impacts. Environmental review after environmental review 
confirms that the design will work. It is time to move forward and build. 
 
 Keystone XL will create jobs on both sides of our shared border—not only 
construction jobs, such as welders, mechanics, electricians, pipefitters, laborers, safety 
coordinators and heavy equipment operators, but also thousands of jobs for 
manufacturers, who will make the steel pipe and the thousands of fittings, valves, 
pumps and control devices required for a major oil pipeline. It will enhance North 
America’s energy security by bringing 830,000 additional barrels of crude oil to the 
market every day and providing a critical outlet for crude from the Bakken formation in 
North Dakota and Montana to reach domestic markets. It will make manufacturing 
strong. 
 
 The State Department has performed a careful, exhaustive review of the 
Keystone XL pipeline proposal and issued what we believe is a balanced and 
comprehensive DSEIS. On behalf of our member companies operating on both sides of 
the border, CME and NAM join our voices to encourage the Administration to quickly 
complete the inter-agency review process required by Executive Order 13337 and issue 
the Presidential Permit to allow the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline.  
 
        Sincerely, 

        
Jayson Myers    Jay Timmons 
President and CEO   President & CEO 
Canadian Manufacturing & Exporters National Association of Manufacturers 


