
Dec. 3, 2013 

 

The Honorable Steve Daines 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Representative Daines, 

 

As you know, the freedom to hunt and fish is fundamental to the Montana way of life, and a major 

component of the state’s economy. As membership-based organizations that collectively represent 

tens of thousands of Montana hunters and anglers, we have a strong stake in the management of 

federal public lands within the Treasure State.  

 

Montana is blessed with public lands that are open to hunting and fishing, and all Montanans share 

the birthright of public lands and waters. 

 

Because these lands are so important to our membership, we believe that it’s critical to maintain 

open lines of communication between our grassroots members and our representatives in Congress, 

who have legislative authority over those lands. We are writing to respectfully request that you seek 

input from a broad spectrum of sportsmen’s organizations before taking positions on federal natural 

resource policies that affect Montana hunters and anglers. We wish to offer our services in this 

regard. 

 

We understand that there are many management challenges facing these lands in Montana. Fire 

suppression, restrictions to public access, severe wild fires, disease, invasive species and a multitude 

of development pressures all have a significant impact on fish and wildlife habitat and hunting and 

fishing.  

 

Despite these challenges, we feel that the Montana outdoor community was not consulted before 

your office took major natural resource policy positions that will have potentially great impacts on 

the Montana way of life. In particular, your office recently sponsored the Healthy Forests for 

Healthy Communities Act (H.R. 1526). While perhaps well intentioned, this bill would result in 

major management changes for some of Montana’s destination hunting and fishing areas, such as 

the Gravelly Range, Rocky Mountain Front and the Blackfoot River Corridor. Despite the scale of 

this legislation, Montana sportsmen first heard of this proposal after it was introduced in Congress, 

and we were alarmed. 

 

We agree that Montana’s natural resource challenges need to be addressed. Our federal lands need 

to be managed with meaningful input from Montanans who know that land well. We think you will 

agree that the more Montanans can help craft legislation that impacts Montana, the more successful 

that legislation will be for Montanans 

 

To that end, we would like to schedule a meeting with you to discuss issues important to the 

Montana hunting and fishing community. We are hopeful that, in the future, we will have the 

opportunity work with you on any forthcoming natural resource policies before they are introduced 

to ensure that they best represent the interests of Montana sportsmen.  

  

Sincerely,  



Montana Wildlife Federation 

 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership  

 

Montana Trout Unlimited 

 

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers of Montana  

 

Montana Sportsmen’s Alliance 

 

International Federation of Fly Fishers 

 

Montana Bowhunters Association 

 

Laurel Rod and Gun Club 

 

Flathead Wildlife, Inc.  

 

Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife Association 

 

Gallatin Wildlife Association 

 

Bearpaw Bowmen 

 

Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club 

 

Public Land/ Waters Access Association, Inc. 

 

Montana Wild Sheep Foundation 

 

Hellgate Hunters and Anglers 

 

Big Sky Upland Bird Association 

 

Libby Rod and Gun Club 


