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January 3, 2014 

 

 

Chairman Frank Lucas, Ranking Member Collin Peterson 

House Committee on Agriculture 

Washington, DC   20515 

 

 

Dear Chairmen Lucas, Ranking Member Peterson:   

 

Throughout the western United States, family farms and ranches have facilitated the 

conservation and stewardship of the region’s natural resources while anchoring the region’s rich 

cultural heritage and identity. It is a landscape and a way of life that works for rural economies 

and resource conservation. Here, private land stewardship is the key to continued conservation 

innovation, resource and habitat enhancements, and sustainable working land partnerships. It is a 

region in which farmers and ranchers have been finding ways to successfully balance resource 

stewardship and their bottom line, thanks in part to the availability of Farm Bill conservation 

programs.   

 

A touchstone of private land conservation has been the voluntary conservation planning provided 

by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Conservation planning is the foundation for 

effective resource management on a farm or ranch.  We are concerned that the imposition of a 

user fee for this most basic of activities would serve as a significant disincentive to producers to 

engage in necessary planning and an obstacle to delivering effective conservation.  For this 

reason, we ask you to include in the Farm Bill language overturning section 705 of the Bipartisan 

Budget Act for 2013 which grants authority to impose user fees for conservation planning.   
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We appreciate your consideration of our concerns and look forward to working with you to 

completing a Farm Bill.  Do not hesitate to contact Jeff Eisenberg with Rockspring Resource 

Solutions at 571-355-3073 if you have any questions about this matter. 

 

 

 

Signed, 

 

Steering Committee 

Arizona Cattle Growers Association 

California Farm Bureau Federation 

Family Farm Alliance 

Irrigation Association 

The Nature Conservancy 

Public Lands Council 

Trout Unlimited 

Wyoming Stock Growers Association 

 

Members 

California Agricultural Irrigation Association 

Montana Stock Growers Association 


