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Dear Chairman Hastings: 

Thank you for taking the time to speak with me yesterday regarding the Committee on Natural 
Resource's document requests to the Department of the Interior. 

As we discussed last night, in 2013 the Department and its bureaus received at least 27letters from 
the Committee related to document requests on 14 distinct topics. In response to these requests, 
the Department has provided the Committee with nearly 40,000 pages of documents, provided 
multiple briefings to Committee staff, and provided narrative responses to your many questions. 

You and I have personally discussed on numerous occasions my respect for the Committee's role 
in overseeing the activities of the Department of the Interior. As I said last night, I hope that we 
can work together on genuine reforms that will improve the operation of the Department. 
However, the document requests that we received from your Committee in 2013 appear overly 
broad to address your legitimate oversight interests and have significantly impacted the 
Department's ability to accomplish its core mission for the American people. Last year the 
Department conservatively estimates that it spent over 19,000 staffhours and accordingly nearly 
$1,500,000 of taxpayer resources responding to the Committee's numerous document requests. 
Given the scope of the Committee's requests, this investment of time and resources impacts vital 
Department functions such as approving oil and gas leases, approving infrastructure projects, 
working with states to develop greater sage-grouse conservation plans, and much more. 

During our conversation last night, you and I discussed the Committee's oversight requests related 
to the development of the Stream Protection Rule. As I explained, from time-to-time the 
Department may provide the Committee with redacted documents to protect information related to 
ongoing deliberations about the possible rulemaking. This information is preliminary and 
predecisional, and if released, could compromise the independence and integrity of the rulemaking 
process. Once the Office of Surfacing Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) has 
published a draft proposed rule, we will be better able to accommodate the Committee's requests 
without compromising this process. During our conversation you acknowledged the Department's 
interest in protecting this information and I hope that our mutual understanding can form the 
foundation for us to work together in a way that respects our mutual Constitutional interests. I am 
confident that we can find a way to accommodate the Committee's oversight needs while 
respecting the Department's interest in protecting the independence and integrity of the rulemaking 
process. 



You also asked me why the Department vacated the 2008 Stream Buffer Zone Rule. This issue is 
fully addressed in the advance notice of proposed rulemaking and notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement published by OSM in the Federal Register on November 30, 2009, 
and April30, 2010, respectively. 1 These documents are publicly available and were produced to 
the Committee on April12, 2012 and April27, 2012.2 

Finally, you asked about the status of the Committee's request related to compliance of 
Department officials with Federal ethics and conflict of interest laws. Over the past year, the 
Department has worked diligently to respond to the Committee's various document and 
information requests related to this topic, including providing a staff briefing on the Department's 
ethics operations and narrative responses to your written questions. I understand the Department 
has also provided over 13,000 pages of documents to the Committee on this request alone, and that 
the Department has completed its response to your request related to Mr. Bob Abbey as outlined in 
your letter dated March 14, 2013.3 

As we discussed last night, I hope that we can work together to improve the quality of 
communication between the Department and the Committee to ensure that the Department can 
respond to the Committee's legitimate information needs in a way that does not impede the 
Department's mission area work and drain taxpayer resources. 

In conclusion, I again urge you to contact me personally to discuss issues related to your oversight 
requests as they arise. 

cc: The Honorable Peter DeFazio 
Ranking Member 

Si~~ 
Sally Jewell 

1 Steam Buffer Zone and Related Rules, 74 Fed. Reg. 62664 (advance notice of proposed rulemaking Nov. 30, 2009), GPO Access, 
available at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg!FR-2009-ll-30/pdf/E9-28513.pdf; and Stream Protection Rule; Envtl. Impact Statement, 75 Fed. Reg. 
22723 (notice of intent to prepare an environmental impact statement April 30, 201 0), GPO Access, available at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg!FR-
20 1 0-04-30/pdf/20 10-1 009l.pdf. 

2 Letter from Christopher Mansour, Director, Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs, U.S. Dept. of the Interior to Hon. Doc 
Hastings, Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, U.S. House of Representatives (Apr. 12, 2012) (included on enclosed CD labeled 
"00037389_Hastings_OOI"); Letter from Christopher Mansour, Director, Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs, U.S. Dept. of the Interior 
to Hon. Doc Hastings, Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, U.S. House of Representatives (Apr. 27, 2012) (included on enclosed CD 
labeled "00037389 _Hastings_002"); see also Press Release, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement Announces Notice of Intent to Conduct Environmental Impact Statement, Conducts 
Stakeholder Meetings to Develop New Rule to Protect Streams (Apr. 29, 2010) (available at 
http://www.osmre.gov/resources/newsroom/News/20 I 0/04291 O.pdf). 

3 Letter from Christopher Salotti, Legislative Counsel, Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs, U.S. Dept. of the Interior to Hon. 
Doc Hastings, Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, U.S. House of Representatives (Jan. 14, 2014). 


