
National Wildlife Federation
West Virginia Rivers Coalition

February 28, 2014

Dear Representative:

On behalf of the National Wildlife Federation’s (NWF) four million members and supporters, and the West Virginia Rivers 
Coalition, the leading statewide voice for water-based recreation and clean, drinkable, swimmable, and fishable rivers and 
streams, we urge you to oppose H.R. 2824, The Preventing Government Waste and Protecting Coal Mining Jobs in America Act.  

H.R. 2824 would seek to overturn a court decision and block the sensible protections put in place by President Reagan in 1983 to 
protect streams and headwaters from destruction and pollution caused by coal mining.  

The Reagan-era rule had established a 100-foot buffer requirement to prevent significant damage to waterways from surface coal 
mining operations. Specifically, mining operations were prohibited from dumping mine waste within 100 feet of any intermittent 
or permanent stream if the material would impact the stream’s water quality or flow.  The common waste dumping practice by the 
industry is to create large scale waste impoundments called “valley fills” which in essence destroys the stream beds. 

By protecting these streams and water resources, we help protect the natural health and integrity of the Appalachian region which 
is one of the most biologically diverse regions in North America, and serve as the headwaters for America’s eastern rivers and 
aquatic ecosystems. 

In 2008, this stream protection rule was weakened considerably by administrative action that expressly exempted the most 
harmful mining practices from the buffer requirement, such as allowing the excess rubble and debris from mountaintop mining to 
be placed in the streams and valleys below.  The results have been devastating to many stream systems, water quality and wildlife 
habitat since. 

Very recently, on February 20, 2014, however, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia struck down the weakened 
2008 “Stream Buffer Zone” rule and reinstated the rule that had been in effect since 1983. The court found the 2008 action 
“arbitrary and capricious.”  

H.R. 2824 would in essence overturn this court decision and block the original 1983 Reagan era protection.  The Appalachia 
region has already suffered greatly from poorly regulated mining.  The EPA estimates that over 500 mountains have been 
destroyed by the practice of mountaintop removal mining, more than 1.2 million acres of forest has been eliminated, and nearly 
2,000 miles of Appalachian streams have been buried or polluted by these mining practices.  

For the sake of our children’s future and the interests of our many members who love to hunt, fish, and recreate in these regions, 
we urge you to oppose this legislation.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Larry J. Schweiger
President & CEO
National Wildlife Federation

Angie Rosser
Executive Director
West Virginia Rivers Coalition


