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PLEASE RESPOND TO DULUTH OFFICE 

DULUTH OFFICE:  302 W SUPERIOR STREET ● SUITE 700 ● DULUTH, MINNESOTA  55802 ● PHONE (218) 722-0861 ● FAX (218) 725-6800 

SUPERIOR OFFICE:  1409 HAMMOND AVENUE ● SUITE 330 ● SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN 54880 ● PHONE (715) 392-7405 ● FAX (715) 392-7407 

ST. PAUL OFFICE:  LAWSON COMMONS ● 380 ST. PETER STREET ● SUITE 710 ● ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 ● PHONE (651) 221-1044 ● FAX (218) 625-9298 

VIA E-FILING 
August 20, 2014 E-mail address: jgasele@fryberger.com 

Writer’s direct line: (218) 725-6849 

Dr. Burl W. Haar 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 

RE: In re Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership's Line 67 Station Upgrade Project, Phase 1, 
MPUC Docket No. PL9/CN-12-590 

Dear Dr. Haar: 

This letter provides an update to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”) on the 
status of Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership’s Line 67 Station Upgrade Project, Phase 1 (the 
“Project”), for which the MPUC issued an Order Granting a Certificate of Need on August 12, 
2013 (the “Order”).1  The Project involves construction of new pumping capacity at Enbridge’s 
facilities located in Viking, Clearbrook, and Deer River, Minnesota, enabling Enbridge to 
increase the annual average capacity of the pipeline to 570,000 barrels per day (“bpd”).  The 
purpose of the Project is to avoid adverse impacts to Enbridge’s shippers, which supply the 
refineries in Minnesota and the surrounding region with crude oil.   

Enbridge is required to obtain and comply with all relevant permits issued by other federal, 
state, and local permitting authorities.2  One permit specifically listed in the Order is an 
amended Presidential Permit to be issued by the U.S. Department of State (the 
“Department”).3  Enbridge submitted an application to the Department to amend the 
Presidential Permit to increase the capacity of Line 67 up to its full design capacity on 

                                                 
1 MPUC Docket No. PL9/CN-12-590. 
2 See Order, p. 6-7. 
3 Other permitting authorities or agencies that reviewed the Project include the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency, and the State Historic Preservation Office – Minnesota Historical Society.   
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November 20, 2012.4  More recently, Enbridge evaluated additional means for meeting shipper 
needs for crude oil in accordance with existing Presidential Permits for its pipelines that cross 
the U.S.-Canada border. Enbridge has determined that it can make modifications to its 
pipeline system outside the State of Minnesota to adjust the flow of oil across the U.S.-Canada 
border in order to increase the flow of crude oil on the non-border segment of Line 67, thereby 
enabling transportation of 570,000 bpd on Line 67 through Minnesota.  
   
Enbridge described its plan to modify its existing pipeline operations to the Department, and 
the Department has advised Enbridge that no authorization is required from the Department 
with respect to Enbridge’s plan.  The Department’s letter is included as Attachment A.  
Accordingly, Enbridge will be able to move the fully-permitted capacity of 570,000 bpd on 
Line 67 in Minnesota in compliance with the Order once the system modifications and 
construction of the Project are complete, which is expected in the coming months.  All other 
required permits have been issued.   
 
At this time Enbridge will only transport 570,000 bpd on Line 67.  The system modifications 
will ultimately allow more than 570,000 bpd to move on the United States portion of Line 67 
south of the U.S. - Canadian border segment.  Enbridge, however, must still receive approval 
for the Line 67, Phase 2 project from the MPUC,5 as well as other approvals from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and other agencies before constructing the pumping facilities 
needed to increase the capacity of Line 67 beyond an annual average capacity of 570,000 bpd.  
 
The benefit of the system modifications is that they will allow Enbridge to operate Line 67 at 
the capacity permitted in Minnesota, thereby reducing the adverse impact that apportionment 
on Line 67 has on Enbridge’s shippers and the refineries they serve in Minnesota and 
neighboring States.  Please contact me with any questions that you may have regarding 
Enbridge’s plans described above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
4 The application to the U.S. Department of State also included the volume to be transported by Enbridge’s Phase 
2 upgrade to Line 67, currently under review by the MPUC in docket number PL9/CN-13-153. 
5 MPUC Docket No. PL9/CN-13-153. 
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Very truly yours, 

 
 

/s/ John R. Gasele 
FRYBERGER, BUCHANAN, SMITH & FREDERICK, P.A. 
Attorneys for Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership 
Kevin T. Walli, Attorney Reg. No. 183866 
John R. Gasele, Attorney Reg. No. 386700 
332 Minnesota Street, Suite West 1260 
St. Paul, Minnesota, 55101 
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS ) 
 
 John R. Gasele, of the City of Duluth, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, 

being first duly sworn, deposes and says that on the 20th day of August, 2014, he served 

true and correct copies of the attached letter on all said persons on the attached service 

list, true and correct copies, by electronic filing and U.S. Mail.    

   

       /s/ John R. Gasele   
John R. Gasele 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this  
20th day of August, 2014. 
 
/s/ Bonnie J. Severance    
Notary Public 



  

 
      



 

 
  

 
   



 

 
  

 


