
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
April 30, 2015 
 
 
Mr. Richard P. Keigwin, Jr., Director 
Pesticide Re-Evaluation Division (PRD) 
Office of Pesticide Programs (7502P) 
Environmental Protection Agency 
One Potomac Yard 
2777 South Crystal Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202 
 
Submitted via online Federal Docket: EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0850 
 
Comments: “The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Notice: Human Health Risk 
Assessments; Revisions: Chlorpyrifos 
 
Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) is the state’s largest general farm organization, representing more 
than 46,500 farm families from across the state. Our membership is comprised of the most 
successful and technologically advanced producers in the state, expanding their operations 
through rigorous attention to detail, along with a constant willingness to adapt their practices 
as the industry advances. 
 
Additionally, our members have demonstrated-time and again-an unparalleled ability for 
innovation, efficiency, and safety. They have an uncontested stewardship to the land they farm, 
the water they use, and the conservation practices they follow.  
 
This letter is in support of the re-registration of Chlorpyrifos, which is an invaluable tool for the 
tart cherry industry toolbox. Chlorpyrifos, as the Department of Agriculture describes, is a 
venerated pest management tool for Michigan’s $100 million farm gate valued cherry industry. 
Furthermore, because the cherry is a processed product, it has more than an $800 million 
economic impact. Our grower members rely on the proven effectiveness of Chlorpyrifos as a 
critical component for their integrated pest management programs due to its broad spectrum 
efficacy against damaging agriculture pests, its anti-flare up of secondary pests like other 
chemistries, and its ultimate role as an important resistance management rotation partner.  
 
 Several important policy issues need to be addressed that speak to the raising of the FQPA 
Safety Factor from 1X to 10X. EPA has relied on epidemiology studies, specifically the Columbia 
study, to make this drastic determination. Chlorpyrifos has been extensively studied and there 
is an unfathomable amount of research that speaks to the efficacy of the crop protection tool. 
That being said, by EPA relying solely on the Columbia study, they have utilized unsubstantiated 
research in a nontransparent way to make a regulatory decision. This increase in safety factor 
has caused many uses to be compromised in critical applications on different crops, not just 
cherries. Almonds, ornamentals, and citrus are also directly impacted. Further refinements in 

 



the occupational assessment safety factor are now possible due to new data that has been 
provided to the EPA. It is vitally important to utilize modeling that is scientifically-based, and 
takes into consideration chemical specific uncertainty factors.   
 
Chlorpyrifos has many attractive attributes to U.S. cherry farmers. In addition to it being one of 
the most widely used chemicals in the industry, it has many different uses. It is registered as a 
trunk spray on sweet and sour cherries to combat American plum and peach borer. It is also 
registered as a foliar application when trees are dormant or delayed dormant and in pome, and 
stone fruits for scale, leafroller, psylla, and aphid control either alone or with an oil 
accompaniment. The control of these pests is critical to the cherry industry, as there are major 
consequences if just one pest is found at harvest. The entire shipment would be rejected, 
resulting in a major economic loss. Michigan produces 75 percent of the U.S. tart cherry supply 
every year, with the other 25 percent coming from Utah and Washington. It is important to 
note the entire crop is mechanically harvested, resulting in the minimization of worker 
exposure. Chlorpyrifos can be used safely, effectively and efficiently. MFB members support 
sound science-based decisions in our member-developed policies, and are in support of the re-
registering of Chlorpyrifos to keep our grower members able to continue producing the safest 
food supply the world has to offer.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide Michigan Farm Bureau’s comments on such a critical 
crop protection tool for the cherry industry.  
 
Sincerely,  
Kevin Robson 
Horticulture Specialist 
Michigan Farm Bureau 
 


