
 

An open Letter to the 51 Senators who voted to sell off our public lands: 

Our country's public lands stand as a physical representation of the ideals in our Constitutional Republic that 
we, as veterans of this country, went to war to defend. Thousands, if not millions, of returning veterans have 
found solace, peace, and healing on our public lands. These are our national parks and monuments, our 
national forests and wilderness areas, our vast open spaces and lands closer to home. America's system of 
public lands should be safeguarded, not dismantled. 

One year before the 100th Anniversary of the National Park Service, we should be working to connect more 
Americans of all stripes to our natural heritage, not cutting them off from it. It has been said that the national 
parks are America's Best Idea. That idea extends beyond just the parks to the concept of a public estate owned 
by all Americans, open to all Americans, and managed for the benefit of all Americans. Public lands are worth 
fighting for, they are at the root of our very democracy. 

In an era when the United States is struggling to figure out how to take care of its veterans, access to public 
lands and outdoor recreation have been a constant support, not just for veterans, but their families as 
well.  Whether it's climbing, hiking or just spending time reconnecting, America's public lands provide important 
opportunities to find new purpose and to enjoy the country we've given much to protect.    

Selling off our lands is an unpatriotic act that stands in direct violation of our country's responsibility to provide 
resources and support to those of us coming home from war. We fought for the public good which these lands 
represent. 

Selling these public lands means removing them from the public trust, putting private interests ahead of the 
public good. The selling off of these public lands would curtail access for veterans and their families and close 
down opportunities for them, and other Americans, to participate in the $646 billion outdoor economy. Public 
lands are the beating heart of economies across the country. They are where people go to hunt, to fish, to hike, 
and to camp. This visitation creates and supports local businesses and opportunities for many, including us as 
veterans.  

Senator Murkowski, public lands give us places to work. They give us places to heal. They give us places to 
find community and reintegrate home. These are things needed not just by veterans, but by all Americans. We 
fought for them, everyone deserves them. 

Sincerely, 
[Over 4500 Signatures from Veterans] 

 




