
August 4, 2015 

SAN JUAN COUNTY LANDS BILL PROPOSAL 

San Juan County is considering adopting a lands bill that would include the June 15, 
2015, proposal developed by the County Lands Council with the addition of other items 
of importance to the County. 

LANDS COUNCIL. PROPOSAL 

The Lands Council Proposal includes designation of 2 National Conservation Areas 
(NCAs), several wilderness areas and designation of an Energy Zone. Designations are 
as shown below: (all acres not additive due to overlap of designations) 

NCAs (including Wilderness) 
	

703,047 acres * 
Cedar Mesa 	557,880 acres 
Indian Creek 	145,167 acres 

Wilderness within NCAs 	 270,710 acres 

Wilderness outside NCAs 	 242,351 acres 

Total Wilderness proposed 	 513,061 acres 

Grand Total Designations 
(NCAs and Wilderness outside of NCAs) 	945,398 acres 

Energy Zone: Area of high energy and or mineral development potential where 
permitting for exploration and development of energy and minerals would be 
expedited. 

* Acreages predominantly include BLM administered lands but also include areas 
within Glen Canyon National Recreation Area (66,180 ac.) and Manti-LaSal 
National Forest (16,270 ac.) 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

- Expand the meaning of "cooperating agency" to mean invited participation of the 
State of Utah, San Juan County, the Navajo Nation and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
in all Federal agency decisions subject to NEPA compliance 
- Implement co-management (Federal, State, County and Tribes) of Cedar Mesa NCA 
- Federal recognition and prioritization to San Juan County Energy Zone 
- Adoption of Federal Travel Plans with the addition of other roads/trails requested 
by San Juan County. 
- Recognition of San Juan County RS2477 claims on County "B" roads 



- Recognition of the importance of motorized access on roads/trails to the County's 
economy and lifestyle such that road/trail closure would be the action of last resort 
when access/resource conflicts or damage cannot be mitigated in any other way 
- Release of all WSAs and wilderness character areas not designated as wilderness 
from further consideration for wilderness designation 
- Exclusion of San Juan County from Presidential authority to designate national 

monuments under the Antiquities Act 
- Transfer of mineral rights currently held by the Federal government on the 
McCracken Extension of the Navajo Reservation to the Utah Navajo 
- Transfer title of the Cal Black Airport and selected adjoining lands to San Juan 
County 
- Transfer title of the Bluff Airport to San Juan County 
- Transfer title to certain selected lands south and southeast of Bluff along the north 
bank of the San Juan River to San Juan County 
- Transfer title to San Juan County of lands in a corridor(s) along the historic Hole-In-
The-Rock Trail and current conventional access known as the Hole-In-The-Rock 
Trail (HITRT) in San Juan County 
- Transfer title of lands occupied by Monticello Water Storage and Treatment Plant to 
Monticello City 
- Issue an R&PP lease to Blanding City for approximately 8000 acres currently within 
the annexation area west of Blanding 
- Transfer title of the Blanding Shooting Range to San Juan County 
- NPS recognize Lockhart Basin North Road within Park or exclude road from Park 
- Continuation of livestock grazing on federal and state lands that may be transferred 
(land ownership) or placed under special designations such as National Conservation 
Area or Wilderness Area. 
- Designate sufficient setback of wilderness boundaries from recognized roads to 
provide for multiple use activities (vegetation harvest, camping, parking etc.) 
- No buffer zones around National Conservation or Wilderness Areas. 
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