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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
12795 W. Alameda Parkway

P.O. Box 25287
Denver, Colorado 80225-0287

August 31, 2015

A7221 (2550)

Kevin Bogardus
Greenwire
122 C. Street NW, Suite 722
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Bogardus:

Reference: Grand Teton National Park

Subject: Response to Freedom of Information (FOIA) Request NPS-2015-00163

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated November 21, 2014, in
which you requested copies of all records given by the National Park Service (NPS) to the Department of the
Interior (DOI) Office of Inspector General since Oct. 28 to Nov. 21, 2014 regarding the Brinkerhoff Lodge
Review.

Your request was processed in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. §552) and the
Department of Interior’s FOIA regulations (43 CFR Part 2).  Upon further review, your request is granted in
part and denied in part.

We are releasing one document, totaling 8 pages of responsive material.  However, three additional files,
totaling approximately 14 pages of responsive records, are being withheld in full.  The information you have
requested relates to an OIG audit case that is currently open.  Releasing any of the materials you requested
could reasonably be expected to interfere with those ongoing proceedings.  A premature release of the
information contained in the report could harm future enforcement proceedings because it could:

· Afford a virtual roadmap through the government's evidence.
· Prematurely reveal the full scope of the evidence that has been obtained to date.
· Hinder the NPS's ability to further control and shape the investigation
· Expose actual or prospective witnesses to undue influence or retaliation.
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We are therefore withholding the report in accordance with Exemption 7(A) of the Freedom of Information Act
5 USC 552.  Please note, you are more than welcome to resubmit your request after the enforcement action has
been completed.  However, at this time we are unable to provide you with an estimate of when that might be. 

Pursuant to regulation, 43 CFR 2.24, the following person is responsible for this denial:

Charis Wilson
NPS FOIA Officer

Additionally the following attorney was consulted during the preparation of this response:

Jason Waanders, Attorney Advisor, Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, DC

You have the right to appeal this denial of your request.  You may file an appeal by writing to:

Freedom of Information Act Appeals Officer
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
MS-6556-MIB,
Washington, D.C. 20240
foia.appeals@sol.doi.gov

Your appeal must be received no later than 30 workdays after the date of this final response. The appeal should
be marked, both on the envelope and the face of the appeal letter, with the legend "FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION APPEAL." Your appeal should be accompanied by a copy of all correspondence with the
National Park Service.  You should also include an explanation of why you believe the National Park Service’s
response was in error.  Appeals arriving on or delivered after 5 p.m. ET., Monday through Friday, will be
deemed received on the next workday.

Also as part of the 2007 OPEN Government Act FOIA amendments, the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) was created to offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and
Federal agencies as a nonexclusive alternative to litigation.  Using OGIS services does not affect your right to
pursue litigation. 

You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways:

Office of Government Information Services (OGIS)
National Archives and Records Administration
Room 2510
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001

E-mail:   ogis@nara.gov
Phone:   301-837-1996
Fax:   301-837-0348
Toll-free:   1-877-684-6448

Additionally, because the National Park Service creates and maintains law enforcement records, we are
required by the Department of Justice to provide the following information, even though it may or may not
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apply to your specific request.  Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV 2010). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that we are required to give all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that
excluded records do, or do not, exist.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any further questions. 

Sincerely,

C.
____________________
Ms. Charis Wilson, Ph.D., CRM
NPS FOIA Officer
12795 W. Alameda Parkway
PO Box 25287
Denver, CO  80225-0287
303-969-2959
Fax: 303-969-2557
1-855-NPS-FOIA

"What we find changes who we become." - Peter Morville

"The historian works with records...there is no substitute for records: no records, no history." -
Paraphrasing Langlois & Seignobos (1903)

"Let us be guardians, not gardeners" - Unknown, From 1963 Living Wilderness editorial - Attributed
to Adolph Murie 

From: Kevin Bogardus [mailto:kbogardus@eenews.net]
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 7:38 AM
To: NPS FOIA; charis_wilson@nps.gov
Subject: FOIA Request
Importance: High

Copied	  and	  pasted	  below	  is	  a	  Freedom	  of	  Informa4on	  Act	  (FOIA)	  request	  from	  Greenwire.	  Please	  confirm
receipt	  of	  this	  email.	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  help.
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:

This	  is	  a	  request	  under	  the	  Freedom	  of	  Informa,on	  Act	  (FOIA).

I	  request	  copies	  of	  all	  records	  given	  by	  the	  Na,onal	  Park	  Service	  (NPS)	  to	  the	  Department	  of	  the	  Interior
(DOI)	  Office	  of	  Inspector	  General	  since	  Oct.	  28	  to	  Nov.	  21,	  2014	  regarding	  the	  Brinkerhoff	  Lodge	  Review.
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The	  Brinkerhoff	  Lodge	  Review	  is	  a	  review	  “of	  management	  policies	  and	  prac,ces	  associated	  with	  the
opera,on	  of	  the	  [Brinkerhoff]	  Lodge	  [at	  Grand	  Teton	  Na,onal	  Park,	  Wyo.],”	  which	  will	  also	  “include
iden,fying	  what	  guests	  have	  used	  the	  Lodge	  without	  payment	  and	  for	  what	  purpose,”	  according	  to	  a	  Nov.
6,	  2014	  memorandum	  from	  DOI	  Deputy	  Inspector	  General	  Mary	  Kendall	  to	  NPS	  Director	  Jon	  Jarvis.

The	  DOI	  IG	  has	  requested	  that	  the	  NPS	  hand	  over	  records	  concerning	  the	  Lodge	  review	  to	  its	  office	  by	  Nov.
21,	  2014.	  	  

If	  possible,	  I	  would	  prefer	  to	  receive	  the	  largest	  number	  of	  records	  or	  documents	  in	  electronic	  form.

I	  am	  filing	  this	  FOIA	  request	  as	  a	  “representa4ve	  of	  the	  news	  media”	  since	  I	  am	  a	  reporter	  for	  Greenwire	  –	  one
of	  Environment	  &	  Energy	  Publishing’s	  five	  daily	  online	  publica4ons.	  This	  designa4on	  en4tles	  me	  to	  a	  waiver	  of
fees	  accumulated	  during	  the	  actual	  search	  and	  review	  process.	  Nevertheless,	  if	  your	  agency	  does	  determine
that	  I	  should	  be	  charged	  for	  any	  part	  of	  this	  request,	  please	  contact	  me	  before	  es4mated	  costs	  exceed	  $25.

This	  request	  is	  made	  as	  part	  of	  news-‐gathering	  ac4vity	  and	  is	  not	  for	  commercial	  use.

The	  informa4on	  responsive	  to	  this	  FOIA	  request	  will	  contribute	  to	  the	  public’s	  understanding	  of	  your	  agency
and	  the	  government	  at	  large.	  This	  informa4on	  is	  not	  in	  the	  public	  domain	  but	  once	  your	  agency	  responds	  to
this	  FOIA	  request,	  it	  will	  be	  printed	  on	  our	  website,	  www.eenews.net,	  which	  has	  more	  than	  40,000	  unique
visitors	  a	  day.	  We	  expect	  the	  informa4on	  that	  is	  produced	  through	  this	  and	  other	  FOIA	  requests	  to	  serve	  as
the	  basis	  for	  several	  ar4cles	  that	  explain	  the	  government’s	  ac4ons	  and	  opera4ons	  to	  the	  public.	  For	  more
informa4on	  about	  Greenwire	  and	  Environment	  &	  Energy	  Publishing,	  please	  refer	  to	  www.eenews.net.

FOIA	  requires	  that	  if	  part	  of	  a	  record	  is	  exempt	  from	  disclosure,	  you	  must	  redact	  and	  release	  all	  segregated
parts.	  Please	  describe	  the	  deleted	  material	  in	  detail	  and	  specify	  the	  reasons	  for	  believing	  that	  the	  alleged
statutory	  jus4fica4on	  applies	  in	  this	  instance.

If	  my	  request	  is	  denied	  in	  whole	  or	  in	  part,	  please	  specify	  which	  exemp4on(s)	  is	  (are)	  claimed	  for	  each	  passage
or	  whole	  document	  denied.	  In	  addi4on,	  please	  give	  the	  number	  of	  pages	  in	  each	  document	  and	  the	  total
number	  of	  pages	  pertaining	  to	  this	  request	  and	  the	  dates	  of	  the	  documents	  withheld.	  Such	  statements	  will	  be
helpful	  in	  deciding	  whether	  to	  appeal	  an	  adverse	  determina4on.

As	  required	  by	  FOIA,	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  hearing	  from	  your	  office	  within	  20	  days	  in	  response	  to	  this	  request.

If	  you	  have	  any	  ques4ons	  about	  the	  nature	  or	  scope	  of	  this	  request,	  please	  call	  me	  at	  202-‐446-‐0401	  or	  email
me	  at	  kbogardus@eenews.net.

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  considera4on	  of	  this	  request.

Sincerely,

Kevin	  Bogardus
Reporter
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Greenwire
122	  C	  Street	  NW,	  Suite	  722
Washington,	  DC	  20001
Office:	  202-‐446-‐0401
Cell:	  202-‐247-‐7844
Fax:	  202-‐737-‐5299
kbogardus@eenews.net
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