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To: ::~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~~~i!iJ:6I~fr~~t~!!.~~~~:~~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:J 
Cc: KeyesFleming, Gwendolyn[KeyesFleming.Gwendolyn@epa.gov]; Fritz, 
Matthew[Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov]; Reynolds, Thomas[Reynolds.Thomas@epa.gov]; Vaught, 
Laura[Vaught.Laura@epa.gov]; Rupp, Mark[Rupp.Mark@epa.gov]; Beauvais, 
Joel[Beauvais.Joel@epa.gov]; Meiburg, Stan[Meiburg.Stan@epa.gov]; Garbow, 
Avi[Garbow.Avi@epa.gov]; Bond, Brian[Bond.Brian@epa.gov]; Pieh, Luseni[Pieh.Luseni@epa.gov]; 
Kopocis, Ken[Kopocis.Ken@epa.gov]; Stanislaus, Mathy[Stanislaus.Mathy@epa.gov] 
From: Hedman, Susan 
Sent: Fri 4/17/2015 10:53:06 PM 
Subject: RS Weekend Update: Brownfield and Drinking Water Issues in Flint, Michigan 

Today at the Chevy Commons site in Flint, Michigan -- with Senator Stabenow, Representative 
Kildee and Mayor Walling -- where EPA is making a very visible difference in the community. 

CHEVY COMMONS: Today I was in Flint for an event to mark the latest stage in the 
transformation of a former Chevy manufacturing site along the Flint River into a downtown 
park. So far, EPA has invested $7.3 million in this project -- using funding from the Brownfields 
program, the GM bankrnptcy settlement, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and the Oil Spill 
Liability Trnst Fund. The site is owned by the City of Flint. 

Today's event marked the end of 5 years of cleanup work that was needed to prevent 
contamination (primarily petroleum) from migrating into the Flint River and the beginning of 
work to constrnct a thick (2 - 10 feet) soil cap, which will be planted with native vegetation. 
Portions of the park will be opened to the public this fall, but it won't be truly "green space" 

until next Spring -- at which time Mayor Walling would like to do another event. 

This project is a major priority for the City -- because the site is so large, so close to downtown 
and so historically significant. Chevy began manufacturing operations on the site in 1913 -- and 
this plant was the location of the 1934 "sit down strike" that gave birth to the United Auto 
Workers union.UAW representatives were in attendance at the event today. Since Flint is part 
of the Strong Cities Strong Communities initiative, the City's SC2 liaison (Paul Lucie) also 
participated. 

FLINT DRINKING WATER ISSUES: Before the Chevy Commons event, I met with Mayor 
Walling and Representative Kildee to discuss drinking water issues that the City has been 
experiencing -- since a state-appointed emergency manager decided to save money by 
discontinuing purchases of finished water from Detroit and replacing it with locally treated water 
from the Flint River. Some Flint residents have complained about odor and taste of the river 
water -- and last year there was an E. coli problem in one area of the City that required a boil 
order. To correct the E. coli problem, the City increased chlorine -- which led to high 
trihalomethane levels -- and the need to notify residents. 

Flint drinking water currently meets all applicable standards -- but residents continue to 
complain. Consequently, Mayor Walling created a Technical Advisory Committee to help the 
City address these issues -- and asked EPA to participate (which we are now doing through the 
Cincinnati lab.) The City is also constructing a water intake in Lake Huron with a pipeline to 
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Flint -- to avoid reliance on river water in the future. The Lake Huron pipeline will be 
completed in 2016. 

All of this is very expensive and a heavy lift for a community like Flint -- so last week Rep. 
Kildee asked Gov Snyder to forgive some of the principal on the City's DWSRF loans. Rep. 
Kildee then reached out to us to ask about the mechanics of principal forgiveness -- and, with the 
help of OGC and OW, we put together a letter explaining that principal forgiveness is not 
available for debt incurred prior to 2009 (and that, unfortunately, all of Flint's DWSRF debt was 
incurred before then.) We had a very good conversation about these restrictions -- which have 
been included in annual appropriations bills every year since 2009. Rep. Kildee indicated that he 
may pursue a narrowly tailored exception for communities like Flint in future appropriations. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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