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Federalist Society Hosts Clean Power Plan Discussion 

Featured Speakers to Include David Bookbinder, David Doniger, Hon. Scott Pruitt, and 
David Rivkin 

  

WASHINGTON, DC – The Federalist Society will host a “Clean Power Plan Goes to Court” discussion 
on Tuesday, September 13, at the National Press Club in Washington, DC. 
  

In August 2015 the President announced the Clean Power Plan, characterized by the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s website as “a historic and important step in reducing carbon pollution from power plants 
that takes real action on climate change.” Some six months later, the U.S. Supreme Court stayed 
implementation of the Plan, pending further judicial review. Later this month, the D.C. Circuit Court of 
Appeals will hear en banc argument in that case, West Virginia et al. v. EPA. The suing states and power 
companies assert that the EPA has overstepped its authority in the Clean Air Act, and have acted beyond the 
bounds of the U.S. Constitution. 
  

David Bookbinder, David Doniger, Scott Pruitt, and David Rivkin will debate the arguments made in the 
various briefs and those expected at oral argument. 
  

To RSVP, please contact Tom Buchanan at tbuchanan@crcpublicrelations.com or (703) 683-5004. 
  
  

What: The Clean Power Plan Goes to Court 
When: Tuesday, September 13th | 12:00-2:00pm ET 

Where: National Press Club, Holeman Lounge | 529 14th Street, NW Washington, DC 

  
  

Feature Speakers: 
  

David Bookbinder is a founding member of Element VI Consulting. Before forming Element VI, he 
represented clients (ranging from environmental groups to the natural gas industry) in a variety of regulatory 
and litigation matters. In the public interest sphere, Mr. Bookbinder has litigated cases under all of the major 
environmental statutes including, as Sierra Club’s Chief Climate Counsel, managing the Massachusetts v. EPA 
case. He then represented environmental groups in both stationary- and mobile-source carbon matters, 
including the thicket of litigation over California’s greenhouse gas vehicle standards. Dealing with Congress 
and federal agencies, Mr. Bookbinder helped lead efforts on both global warming legislation and Clean Air 
Act greenhouse gas regulation, and has testified in front of House and Senate committees on these issues 
(and he may be the only person ever invited by both Barbara Boxer and James Inhofe). He has also advised 
states as to their greenhouse gas regulatory authority. Mr. Bookbinder was trained at Princeton University 
(summa cum laude) and the University of Chicago Law School. 
  
  

David Doniger is policy director and senior attorney for NRDC's climate and clean air program in Washington, 
D.C. He first worked at NRDC on clean air issues from 1978 through early 1993, helping to win the 
international treaty to stop depletion of the ozone layer (the Montreal Protocol) in 1987 and the Clean Air 
Act amendments of 1990. David left NRDC in 1993 to serve in the Clinton administration, working for a year 
at the White House Council on Environmental Quality, and seven years as counsel to the head of the 

mailto:tbuchanan@crcpublicrelations.com


Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) clean air program, as director of climate change policy, and a U.S. 
negotiator of the Kyoto Protocol. David rejoined NRDC in 2001 and represented NRDC in a string of climate 
change cases, including Massachusetts v. EPA -- the landmark Supreme Court decision that greenhouse gases 
are air pollutants under the Clean Air Act and cases defending California’s clean car standards, EPA’s 
landmark “endangerment determination” and the EPA’s carbon pollution standards for vehicles. David is 
working now to assure that the EPA uses its Clean Air Act authority to cut carbon pollution from the biggest 
sources -- power plants and other key industries -- and to defend this major public health and environmental 
protection law against assaults in Congress. 
  
  

Scott Pruitt is the current Attorney General of the State of Oklahoma. Before being elected attorney general, 
Pruitt was elected to the State Senate in November of 1998, serving eight years as a champion for fiscal 
responsibility and workers’ compensation reform. Nationally syndicated columnist George Will has dubbed 
Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt as “one of the Obama administration’s most tenacious tormentors.” 
As a national leader in the effort to challenge federal overreach and executive action by the Obama 
administration, General Pruitt created Oklahoma’s first “Federalism Unit” in the AG’s Office to assist in the 
fight to restore the balance of power between the states and federal government. Pruitt is a leading advocate 
against the EPA’s activist agenda, and he is leading the charge against the EPA’s proposed Clean Power Plan 
and “Waters of the U.S.” rules for their unlawful attempt to displace state sovereignty in the environmental 
regulatory context. 
  
  

David B. Rivkin, Jr., is a partner in the Washington office of Baker Hostetler LLP, and Co-Chairs the Firm’s 
Appellate and Major Motions practice.  He is also a Senior Fellow at the Foundation for the Defense of 
Democracies.  He specializes in litigation and regulatory work, with a particular emphasis on constitutional, 
international law and public policy issues. Mr. Rivkin has been involved in litigating numerous high-profile 
cases. He is the lead counsel in the civil rights case brought under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 against several Wisconsin 
state government officials, who have initiated a sprawling John Doe investigation directed solely at 
conservative and right-of-center policy advocacy groups in the State of Wisconsin.  He also represented Texas 
and Wyoming in their challenge to the key EPA greenhouse gas regulations, issued under the Clean Air Act. 
From 2004 through 2007, he served as an expert member of the United Nations Subcommission on the 
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. Mr. Rivkin has been a frequent commentator and guest on TV 
and radio shows, including CNN, NBC and MSNBC, CBS, ABC, FOX News, NPR, PBS, BBC, Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and numerous Australian, French, German and Swiss TV stations.  
  

For more information, please visit: http://www.fed-soc.org/events/detail/the-clean-power-plan-goes-to-
court 
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