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After one week on the job leading the transition team, I would like to say thank you to the many career 

professionals here at the EPA who have been working with me, White House Liaison Charles Munoz, and 

the transition team. I have served many roles in my life in both the private sector and in government. I 

want the EPA team to know that the people I have worked with here are among the best I have ever had 

the opportunity to work with.  

We all know that political transitions are never easy. Carter to Reagan in 1981, Bush to Clinton in 1993, 

Clinton to Bush, and then Bush to Obama have all been unique and possessed their own challenges. We 

are now working our way through the transition from President Obama to President Trump.  

Due to the important nature of the work that is done here at EPA, we are falling under a greater media 

microscope than most agencies.  

I, like many of you, am surprised each morning by what I read in the newspaper and see on TV 

news shows, because much of what we see is just not accurate.     

In addition, many news outlets are quoting individuals who are no longer serving on the EPA transition 

team. I am not able to validate or reject the statements made by these individuals, since I am not directly 

working with them, and I have not seen many of the documents referenced in the stories.  

I cannot tell you today what the final decisions from the White House, from our new Administrator, and 

from the Congress will be. I can tell you that despite what you read and see on TV, no final decisions 

have been made with regard to the EPA.    

Changes will likely come, and when they do, we will work together to implement them.  

One thing I am certain of is that the transition team is committed to working with you to carry out the core 
mission of the EPA – To Protect Human Health and the Environment. 
 
 
Don Benton 
Senior White House Advisor 

 

mailto:massmailer@epa.gov

