
STENY H. HOYER

DeuocRatrc WHrp

sTH DISTRIcT, MARYLAND

DeuocRnrrc Wnrp Orrrcr:
H-148, THe Crrrror

WAsHtNGroN, DC 20515
(2O2) 225-3130

(202) 226-0663 (Fnx)
http://democraticwhip house gov

Wnsnrrucror,r, DC Orprce:
1705 LoNGWoFTH House Orrrce Burrotruc

WnsHnreroru, DC 205is
(2O2) 225-4131

(202) 225-4300 (Fex)
http://www hoyer house gov

GneeNeeLr DtsrRrcr Orrrrce:
U S. Drsrnrcr CouRr House

6500 CHEFFywooo Lnrue, Surre 310
GReeNeerr, MD 20770

(301) 474-0119
(301) 47a-4697 (Fnx)

€ongrsss of ths lf,nitsd Ftstes
tr1ougs of Represrntsflort

{Dashin6on, D € zolt

March 13.2017

The Hon. Paul D. Ryan
Speaker
U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

At a time inlour history when so many Americans have a diminisherj trust in the institutions ofour government, it is critical lhat Republicans and Democrats work together to preserve the faith wehave traditionally shared in the nonpartisan work of the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).

Two years algo, commenting on the appointment of Keith Hall as CIIO Director, the Washington
Post editorial board wrote: "[It] is a welcome indication that Republican lea.ders understand the value ofintellectual honesty at the CBo. ...It remains to be seen how the CBo will function under Mr. Hall,given the GOP's determination to cut taxes and abolish Obamacare - and thLe party,s undoubted wish fornumbers to agree with its policies' We hope and expect the new director will stand up to partisan
pressure." How prescient those words were, Mr. Speaker.

as an independent arbiter on the estimation of policies' economic and fiscal impact.

That role is deeply rooted which laid the foundation forthe modern Congresgional budget of.the CBO and the
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rmed my

You yourself said of the CBo in 2077,during a critique of the Affor<lable Care Act: ,,To 
be.t *_ "^ urv v4rv nuL. I u u(i

*:1,:"":*Xr"1.:lr^T::i,l iT.h":u y"*i1e, no1.n31isan professionals at the congressional Budget
;#d"*.;o,#;,"

WalooRr DrsrRtcr Orrrce:
40'1 Posr Oprrce Rono, #202

WALDOFF, NilD 20602
(301 ) 843-1 577

(s01) 843-1331 (Fax)

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER @ 11



that not every Mernber from your party shares your assessment, a development I find deeply distressing
and with dangerods repercussions for the future of the CBo and its crucial role serving the Congress.

Without a recognized referee on the field, Members will be free to conjure their own set of facts,
a dangerous scenaiio that cannot coexist with the normal, responsible functioning of a democratic
legislature' The CBo must remain an acknowledged arbiter of *hut policies will cost and what theirtmpact will be, for the pu{pose of informed decision-making by legisiators on both sides of the aisle.Disputes ought to be over whether to bear certain costs, noiwhether we believe in the accuracy of theircalculation.

As
days, your ing health care in the coming
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Members'disagreements, the cBo's rote as independent arbiter. rrr" urt.r,iollhtilti:Tj.|lf|f1".
both parties, to the Congress, and to the country.
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