
Senate climate bill:
The 60-vote climb

LEGEND:
Italics - Faces re-election in 2008       Bold  - Will retire in 2008      
Red: Republican       Blue: Democrat      Purple: Independent
Agree/disagree with E&E’s projections? Email us at  60votes@eenews.net

Probably no (12)
Lamar Alexander (Tenn.)
Sam Brownback (Kan.)
Thad Cochran (Miss.) 
Bob Corker (Tenn.) 

Chuck Grassley (Iowa)
Judd Gregg (N.H.)
Chuck Hagel (Neb.)
Johnny Isakson (Ga.)

Mary Landrieu (La.) 
Mitch McConnell (Ky.) 
Ben Nelson (Neb.)
John Thune (S.D.)

No (25)  
Wayne Allard (Colo.)
John Barrasso (Wyo.) 
Bob Bennett (Utah)
Kit Bond (Mo.)

Jim Bunning (Ky.) 
Richard Burr (N.C.) 

Saxby Chambliss (Ga.)
Tom Coburn (Okla.)
John Cornyn (Texas)

Larry Craig (Idaho)
Michael Crapo (Idaho) 
Jim DeMint (S.C.)
Pete Domenici (N.M.) 
John Ensign (Nev.)
Michael Enzi (Wyo.)
Orrin Hatch (Utah) 
Kay Bailey Hutchison (Texas)
James Inhofe (Okla.)

Jon Kyl (Ariz.)
Pat Roberts (Kan.)
Jeff Sessions (Ala.)
Richard Shelby (Ala.)
David Vitter (La.) 
George Voinovich (Ohio) 
Roger Wicker (Miss.) 

Yes (38)
Daniel Akaka (Hawaii)
Max Baucus (Mont.)

Joe Biden (Del.)
Barbara Boxer (Calif.)

Maria Cantwell (Wash.)
Benjamin Cardin (Md.)
Tom Carper (Del.)
Robert Casey (Pa.)
Norm Coleman (Minn.)
Susan Collins (Maine)
Chris Dodd (Conn.)
Elizabeth Dole (N.C.)
Dick Durbin (Ill.)

Russ Feingold (Wis.)
Dianne Feinstein (Calif.)
Tom Harkin (Iowa)
Daniel Inouye (Hawaii)
Tim Johnson (S.D.) 
Edward Kennedy (Mass.)
John Kerry (Mass.)
Amy Klobuchar (Minn.)
Herb Kohl (Wis.)
Frank Lautenberg (N.J.)
Patrick Leahy (Vt.)
Joe Lieberman (Conn.)
Robert Menendez (N.J.)

Barbara Mikulski (Md.)
Patty Murray (Wash.)
Bill Nelson (Fla.)
Jack Reed (R.I.)
Harry Reid (Nev.)
Bernie Sanders (Vt.)
Charles Schumer (N.Y.)
Olympia Snowe (Maine)
Jon Tester (Mont.) 
John Warner (Va.)
Sheldon Whitehouse (R.I.)
Ron Wyden (Ore.)

The fence sitters (18)
Evan Bayh (Ind.)
Robert Byrd (W.Va.) 
Kent Conrad (N.D.)
Byron Dorgan (N.D.)

Lindsey Graham (S.C.)
Carl Levin (Mich.)

Blanche Lincoln (Ark.) 
Richard Lugar (Ind.) 
Mel Martinez (Fla.)
John McCain (Ariz.)
Lisa Murkowski (Alaska)
Mark Pryor (Ark.) 

Jay Rockefeller (W.Va.) 
Gordon Smith (Ore.)
Arlen Specter (Pa.)
Ted Stevens (Alaska)
John Sununu (N.H.)
Jim Webb (Va.)

Jeff Bingaman (N.M.) 
Sherrod Brown (Ohio) 

Hillary Rodham Clinton (N.Y.)
Claire McCaskill (Mo.) 

Barack Obama (Ill.)
Ken Salazar (Colo.)
Debbie Stabenow (Mich.)   

Probably yes (7)

E&E Daily analyzed the positions of all 100 senators. Projections are for either a vote on cloture to end debate, or 
on final passage. Positions outlined here are based on interviews with key senators, plus dozens of Democratic and 

Republican sources, industry and environmental groups. It also factors in Senate floor votes from 2003, 2005 
and 2008, as well as co-sponsors on other climate bills. E&E Daily will update this breakdown as the debate 

unfolds. (last updated 06/02/08)
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PROBABLY YES (7)
Jeff Bingaman (N.M.): Largely stayed away from climate bill 
negotiations. A wild card given his long-standing support for 
“safety valve” as key cost-containment provision.   
Sherrod Brown (Ohio): Raised concerns about home-state 
manufacturers and international competition, but wants to 
expand green jobs. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton (N.Y.): Voted for the bill in committee. 
Drops one category (from Feb. 60-vote analysis) due to presi-
dential campaign considerations. And will she even show?
Claire McCaskill (Mo.): Freshman wild card, shown indepen-
dence from leadership. Concerned about economic costs. 
Barack Obama (Ill.): Has said the bill is a good first start. Drops 
one category due to presidential campaign considerations. Will 
he attend the debate, votes?
Ken Salazar (Colo.): Big promoter of renewables. Likely to side 
with Senate Democratic leadership. 
Debbie Stabenow (Mich.): Has met with bill sponsors to get her 
concerns addressed about bill’s price tag. Wants more offsets 
than the 30 percent limit now in the bill. 

FENCE SITTERS  (18)
Evan Bayh (Ind.): Twice supported McCain-Lieberman on Sen-
ate floor. But Democratic aides in recent days say he’s uncom-
fortable with the bill given high energy prices in Indiana.
Robert Byrd (W.Va.): Support for 2005 Bingaman resolution 
stands out as sole statement in favor of carbon limits. Sponsors 
have been pushing in recent days to tip Byrd into Yes camp.
Kent Conrad (N.D.): Concerned about bill’s costs. Wants more 
funding for CO2 sequestration technology, alternative fuels.
Byron Dorgan (N.D.); Has signaled support for a cap-and-trade 
bill, but also soliciting alternative ideas from industry.
Lindsey Graham (S.C.): Wants nuclear provisions added. Likely 
to vote with presumptive GOP presidential nominee McCain.
Carl Levin (Mich.): Concerned about home-state auto manufac-
turers. Some Democrats think he will end up voting No.
Blanche Lincoln (Ark.): Played a big role in developing climate 
bills cost containment provisions. But wants more funding for 
low-income energy consumers.
Richard Lugar (Ind.): Slipped from a Yes in E&E’s 60-vote 
analysis in February to Fence Sitter. Raised concerns about 
validity of cap-and-trade and international competition for U.S. 
business. 
Mel Martinez (Fla.): Said he’s willing to support cap-and-trade. 
Facing pressure to act on climate in Florida. But raised con-
cerns should Democrats limit debate on amendments. 
John McCain (Ariz.): Presumptive Republican presidential nom-
inee wants a bigger nuclear power provision. But opposition to 
bill exposes his White House campaign’s claim to leadership on 
global warming. The big question is: Does he even show up?
Lisa Murkowski (Alaska): New provision sends adapatation 
funding specifically to Alaska. She is poised in 2009 to be 
top Republican on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee, which could help write a climate bill next session.
Mark Pryor (Ark.): Close ties to Senate Democratic leadership 
could influence his vote. To date, his statements have been 
more focused on technology, not carbon caps.

Jay Rockefeller (W.Va.): Spoke at a recent Senate Finance 
hearing about need for more technology funding. Home state 
politics = making coal industry happy.  
Gordon Smith (Ore.): Never supported carbon caps before. But 
that changes with his tight re-election campaign this year in 
which climate is an issue
Arlen Specter (Pa.): Reportedly not pleased with how the lat-
est substitute amendment was crafted without satisfying his 
concerns.
Ted Stevens (Alaska): Questions the science but co-sponsored 
Bingaman-Specter. Faces tough re-election challenge. Likely 
to vote same as Murkowski.
John Sununu (N.H.): Never voted for carbon caps. Cites his 
support of power plant-only approach. Tough re-election cam-
paign keeps him on fence.
Jim Webb (Va.): Hasn’t said much on the issue. Unclear how 
Warner or Rep. Rick Boucher (D-Va.) influences his vote.

PROBABLY NO (12)
Lamar Alexander (Tenn.): Drops out of Fence Sitter category. 
Has stuck to his guns since last December’s committee vote on 
need for sector-specific climate policy versus an economy-wide 
approach. 
Sam Brownback (Kan.): Once considered a Fence Sitter given 
his long-standing interest in the issue, but has given no signal 
in recent weeks that he would back Senate climate bill.
Thad Cochran (Miss.): Has shown no interest in carbon limits 
despite co-sponsoring Sense of Senate resolution last year on 
international negotiations. Drops from Fence Sitter category.
Bob Corker (Tenn.): Another former Fence Sitter. Worked with 
Boxer over the last year on climate issues, but has been out-
spoken in his criticism of some of the bill’s key features. Plans 
amendments to change the allowance formula.
Chuck Grassley (Iowa): Never voted for carbon caps. Doesn’t 
like the Senate climate bill’s carbon import tariff provisions.
Judd Gregg (N.H.): Former Fence Sitter. Twice voted for 
McCain-Lieberman bill, but says he wants all auction revenue 
to go back to taxpayers. Moves back up if he shows he’s not 
wedded to that position.
Chuck Hagel (Neb.): Retiring senator could buck GOP leader-
ship and support bill. At least, that’s what Democrats were 
hoping for. But so far, he’s given no such signs.
Johnny Isakson (Ga.): Wants a much bigger nuclear title com-
pared with what Boxer/enviros would willingly concede. 
Mary Landrieu (La.): Not happy with Democratic leadership’s 
plans to bring the bill up during tight economic times. Con-
cerns for home-state oil and gas interests. A Yes vote could 
be painted as hurting Louisiana’s economy as she faces tough 
re-election campaign. 
Mitch McConnell (Ky.): Not in the No category only because 
he’s at the top of Republican leadership. If McCain has any 
sway with the GOP, this could be one vote to watch. 
Ben Nelson (Neb.): Doubts technology will be ready in time 
for carbon limits. Looking at Voinovich’s alternative. Sponsors 
aren’t expecting much help here.
John Thune (S.D.): Never voted for carbon caps, though he 
supports CO2 limits for power plants. Home-state politics and 
agriculture issues could move him back to Fence Sitter spot. 

Here’s a rundown of how E&E made its projections for the swing votes on the Senate climate bill:


