
 

 

        May 12, 2017 

Robert J. Kavlock, PhD, Acting Assistant Administrator 
Michael Slimak, PhD, Director, Sustainable and Healthy Communities Research Program 
Andrew Geller, Ph.D, Deputy Director, Sustainable and Healthy Communities Research Program 
Mr. Thomas Tracy, Designated Federal Officer, Board of Scientific Counselors  
Mr. Jace S. Cujé, Designated Federal Officer, Sustainable and Healthy Communities  
Office of Research and Development 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Deborah Swackhamer, PhD, University of Minnesota and Chair of the Board of Scientific 
Counselors Executive Committee 

Dear Sirs and Madame: 
It is with certain regret and concern—and in protest—that we submit our resignations as 
members of the Sustainable and Healthy Communities (SHC) Subcommittee of the Board of 
Scientific Counselors (BOSC) for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

We do not make this decision lightly, as we have thoroughly enjoyed our membership. It has 
provided us the opportunity to engage with peers who we view as leading scholars and 
practitioners in sustainability planning, policy, and science. Without reservation, we view SHC’s 
co-chairs and BOSC Executive Committee members, Drs. Courtney Flint and Robert 
Richardson, as leading scholars in this multidisciplinary field and capable leaders for our group. 
It has been an honor to serve with them, and a shock to witness the refusal of EPA officials to 
renew their positions. It is a shock from which we cannot easily recover nor which we readily 
accept. 

Membership has also provided us the opportunity to serve our country through sharing our 
modest skills and knowledge. However, the effective removal of our subcommittee's co-chairs 
suggests that our collective knowledge is not valued by the current EPA administrators. Like so 
many of our colleagues in the broader research community, we have deep concerns about the 
leadership at EPA and its continued obfuscation of scientific evidence and the research 
enterprise. Recent budget proposals, including the proposed 40 percent reduction in FY2018 for 
the Office of Research and Development, are one reflection of this transition. We believe that 
any replacements to Drs. Flint and Richardson that may be brought on under these circumstances 
will similarly devalue our work. There may be plans to retain the current subcommittee members 
despite this decision. Even so, we cannot in good conscience be complicit in our co-chairs' 
removal, or in the watering down of credible science, engineering, and methodological rigor that 
is at the heart of that decision. 

Our resignation is effective immediately. We wish much luck to our fellow members who choose 
to stay on, to the stellar EPA staff who have assisted in our reviews and deliberations, and to the 
scientists and engineers within EPA's Office of Research and Development. Despite our 
decision, we will continue to be impressed with the high quality of your work and the depth of 
your commitment to our nation. 

Best regards, 
Carlos Martin, PhD     Peter B. Meyer, PhD 


