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COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES and JURY DEMAND 

 
 

 Plaintiffs, Jeffrey and Karla Baum, Individually and as Next Friends of E.B. and C.B., 

Minors, by and through their attorneys of Boesen Law, LLC, and for their Complaint for Damages 

against Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, Noble Energy Inc., ST-Firestone, LLC, Hearth at Oak 

Meadows LLC, and CC Communities LLC state and allege the following: 

 

The Parties 

 

1. Plaintiffs, Jeffrey and Karla Baum, and their minor children E.B. and C.B., (hereinafter 

“Plaintiffs”) are residents of the State of Colorado, residing at 6304 Twilight Avenue, 

Firestone, CO 80504 (“the Residence”). 

 

2. Upon information and belief, at all times mentioned herein, Defendant Anadarko 

Petroleum Corporation (hereinafter “Anadarko”), is a corporation with its principal place 

of business at 1201 Lake Robbins Court, The Woodlands, Texas 77380.  Anadarko 

Petroleum Corporation is organized under the laws of Delaware, is authorized to do 

business, and is in good standing in the State of Colorado. 

 

3. Upon information and belief, at all times mentioned herein, Defendant Noble Energy Inc. 

(hereinafter “Noble”), is a corporation with its principal place of business at 1001 Noble 

Energy Way, Houston, Texas 77070. Noble Energy Inc. organized under the laws of 

Delaware, is authorized to do business, and is in good standing in the State of Colorado. 

 

4. On information and belief, Defendants Anadarko and Noble own or have owned and 

operate or have operated gas flow lines and oil and gas wells in the Wattenberg Field of 

Colorado’s Denver-Julesberg Basin which covers Weld County which adjoin the 

Residence.    

 

5. Upon information and belief, at all times mentioned herein, Defendant ST-Firestone LLC 

(hereinafter “ST-Firestone”), is a limited liability corporation with its principal place of 

business at 4190 N. Garfield Ave., Loveland, Colorado 80538.  ST-Firestone is organized 

under the laws of Colorado, is authorized to do business, and is in good standing in the 

State of Colorado.  On information and belief, ST-Firestone was the land developer of Oak 

Meadows planned unit development. 

 

6. Upon information and belief, at all times mentioned herein, Defendant Hearth at Oak 

Meadows, LLC (hereinafter “Hearth”), is a limited liability corporation with its principal 

place of business at 8390 E. Crescent Parkway, Suite 650, Greenwood Village, Colorado 

80111.  Defendant Hearth is organized under the laws of Colorado, is authorized to do 

business, and is in good standing in the State of Colorado. 

 

7. Upon information and belief, at all times mentioned herein, Defendant CC Communities, 

LLC (hereinafter “CC”), is a limited liability corporation with its principal place of 

business at 8390 E. Crescent Parkway, Suite 650, Greenwood Village, Colorado 80111.  
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Defendant CC Communities is organized under the laws of Colorado, is authorized to do 

business, and is in good standing in the State of Colorado.   

 

8. On information and belief, Defendants Hearth and CC were the builders of the Residence.  

 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

 

9. This action is filed to recover damages for property invasion.  The causes of action alleged 

herein include nuisance, negligence and trespass.   

 

10. Venue is proper in the County of Weld under C.R.C.P. 98(c) because Defendants’ tortious 

conduct took place in the County of Weld.   

 

11. Defendant Anadarko’s registered agent is C.T. Corporation, located at 1999 Bryan St., Ste. 

900, Dallas, TX 75201.   

 

12. Defendant Noble’s registered agent is C.T. Corporation, located at 1999 Bryan St., Ste. 

900, Dallas, TX 75201. 

 

13. Defendant ST-Firestone’s registered agent is Darlene M. Shuster, P.O. Box 273150, Fort 

Collins, CO 80527. 

 

14. Defendant Hearth’s registered agent is National Registered Agents, Inc., 1675 Broadway, 

Suite 1200, Denver, CO 80202. 

 

15. Defendant CC’s registered agent is National Registered Agents, Inc., 7700 E. Arapahoe 

Rd, Suite 220, Centennial, CO 80211. 

 

General Allegations 
 

16. Plaintiffs reside in a home located at 6304 Twilight Avenue, Firestone, Colorado, 80504 

(“the Residence”).  The Residence sits atop the Wattenberg Field of Colorado’s Denver-

Julesberg Basin.  Wattenberg is one of the most prolific oil fields in Colorado and was 

discovered in 1970. On information and belief and as alleged further herein, Defendants 

Anadarko and Noble are currently or have been producers responsible for gas wells which 

are near the Residence.  

 

17. The Residence is located within the subdivision Oak Meadows (“Oak Meadows”).  The 

development of Oak Meadows began before Anadarko took over the operation of the wells.  

On information and belief, Noble was the operator of the wells near Oak Meadows prior 

to Anadarko.  As the operators of the wells near Oak Meadows, Anadarko and Noble owed 

a duty to Plaintiffs to act as reasonably prudent operators. 

 

18. Oak Meadows was developed by ST-Firestone.  In that regard, plats were developed, 

submitted and completed and the infrastructure of Oak Meadows was completed as to allow 

sale of lots for home construction.  ST-Firestone conducted surveying and excavation 

required to create streets, install sewers and provide lots ready for construction.  ST-
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Firestone as the developer assumed a duty to confirm that the lots were free of any oil and 

gas related facilities, pipes or other hazards related to oil and gas production.  

 

19. On information and belief, Hearth and CC were the homebuilders for the Residence.  

Hearth and CC undertook the obligation by purchasing the lot and constructing the 

Residence to confirm that all oil and gas related structures had been removed and the lot 

was safe and suitable for construction and ultimate habitation by Plaintiffs.  There is no 

evidence that Hearth and CC confirmed that there was proper removal or abandonment of 

gas related structures at or near the Residence.      

 

20. On April 17, 2017 in Firestone, Colorado, a home within Oak Meadows exploded 

(“Explosion Site”).  Natural gas was identified as the source of the explosion and was 

reportedly traced to a leak from a flow line connected to a well currently owned and 

operated by Anadarko.  It was reported that the valve from an Anadarko operated well was 

open allowing gas to flow through the flow line.  An ignition source in the basement caused 

the explosion leveling the home.  

 

 

 
 

21. The line associated with the Explosion Site was reported by the initial investigators to not 

have been capped, purged or properly abandoned pursuant to industry standards. Both 

Anadarko and Noble as the operators are responsible to comply with the standard of care 

of a similarly situated operator.  Among those duties is to confirm the existence, proper 



5 

 

abandonment and removal of all oil and gas production related facilities so as not to 

endanger residents of Oak Meadows, generally and including the Plaintiffs.  Specifically, 

Colorado law provides:     

16.1  General  - The plugging, sealing, and abandonment of all wells, monitoring 

and 

• observation wells, monitoring and observation holes and test holes that are 

no longer intended for use, and the plugging, sealing, and abandonment of 

collapsed or unusable boreholes, and other incomplete wells or excavations 

is necessary to prevent contamination of groundwater and the migration of 

water through the borehole. It is the ultimate responsibility of the well 

owner to have an existing well properly plugged, sealed, and abandoned. 

The well construction contractor or authorized individual is responsible for 

notifying the well owner in writing of these plugging requirements. 

 

22. By its very nature, natural gas travels and diffuses through the ground even easier than 

water. The gas involved at the Explosion Site was described by fire investigators as 

unrefined and non-odorized.  It was reported that the native natural gas entered the 

Explosion Site through a French Drain and Sump Pump in the basement.   Like the 

Explosion Site, the Residence has a basement so that gas could collect within areas that are 

lower than flowlines. 

 

23. The fact that the gas at the Explosion Site was identified as non-odorized would prevent 

those who may be affected from being alerted to the presence of the gas.  Additionally, the 

unrefined nature of the gas is some evidence that the gas was sourced from the oil and gas 

operations conducted by Anadarko and Noble, currently and in the past.  There is no 

evidence that Anadarko and Noble have provided to date, as to the location of all the 

abandoned and potentially active feeder lines associated with the production activities 

adjoining Oak Meadows.  Anadarko and Noble cannot assure Plaintiffs that there are no 

pipes or feeder lines at the Residence or that gas is not introduced into the soil of the 

Residence.  Upon information and belief, there are numerous unmarked, unmapped flow 

lines beneath the Oak Meadows.  Those lines should have been proven to have been 

properly abandoned first by the producers Anadarko and Noble and then by the developer, 

ST-Firestone and then the homebuilders, Hearth and CC.  Failure to confirm the condition 

and safety of lines and the reasonable fear of unrefined gas invading the Residence is an 

invasion on the interests of Plaintiffs in the Residence. 

 

24. Plaintiffs have a family and enjoyed the Residence for two years prior to the explosion.  

They are the first owners of the Residence. The explosion was very near the Residence.  

Plaintiffs personally witnessed the explosion and the after effects of the Explosion Site.  

Plaintiffs have also personally witnessed the current and ongoing investigation into the 

unidentified gas sources, all of which has created a reasonable fear and apprehension in 

Plaintiffs as to the safety of the Residence.  The conduct of each Defendant, as specifically 

described herein, has interfered with the Plaintiffs’ use and enjoyment of the Residence on 

a temporary and permanent basis.     

 

25. Plaintiffs are subject to a continued invasion of their residence by structures, gases, 

emissions, danger of emissions and lack of mapping confirming that all lines or sources of 

gas or other physical invasions of the Residence have been fully and properly abandoned, 
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removed and made safe.  Defendants herein have each collectively and individually, as 

described herein, failed to protect Plaintiffs so as to stop invasion of Plaintiffs’ property 

rights and remove the harmful conditions. 

 

 
 

26. The failure of Anadarko and of Noble to map and confirm that all lines within Oak 

Meadows that could cause injury have been properly abandoned and documented as safe 

causes a property invasion to Plaintiffs at the Residence.  The conduct of Anadarko and 

Noble causes Plaintiffs to lose the use and enjoyment of the Residence.  Specifically, 

Plaintiffs cannot be assured that another home, including the Residence, may not explode 

suddenly, unexpectedly and with a catastrophic result as occurred at the Explosion Site.  

Additionally, Plaintiffs cannot be assured that there are no structures within the Residence 

footprint or dangers to the Residence that could result in the same type of harm to Plaintiffs 

as previously sustained at the Explosion Site and as described herein.   

 

27. ST-Firestone, Hearth and CC each acting separately and collectively should have 

confirmed the suitability of the Residence for construction and ultimate habitability. 
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28. On information and belief, at all times mentioned herein, Defendants Anadarko and Noble 

were the entities responsible for the maintenance, operation and safety of the lines and 

wells associated with the oil and gas activities adjacent to Oak Meadows and at the 

Residence. 

 

29. The condition of the flow lines and all other structures associated with oil and gas operation 

at Oak Meadows was known, or should have been known, by each of the Defendants for 

the reasons described herein.  Failure to know, remove and make safe has caused Plaintiffs 

to incur actual damages for which all Defendants herein may be wholly or partially 

responsible. 

 

First Claim for Relief 

(Nuisance) 

 

30. Plaintiffs incorporate the foregoing allegations by this reference. 

 

31. Defendants’ conduct in creating or contributing to the events that resulted in the explosion 

and the events described herein including the ongoing and invasive investigation being 

conducted as regards the safety of the Residence and Oak Meadows constitutes a private, 

temporary, nuisance.  Plaintiffs have sustained damages associated with the explosion at 

the Explosion Site.  Those damages include loss of use and enjoyment of the Residence, 

damage to tangible property, personal injuries including but not limited to mental anguish. 

 

32. Defendants’ conduct as described herein constitutes a private, permanent nuisance 

constituting a “continuing trespass.”  That nuisance is continuing as Defendants have failed 

to remove or confirm removal of the harmful conditions.  Defendants have not abated the 

nuisance because there is no confirmation that there is no invasion of the Residence or Oak 

Meadows from structures and gas flowing therefrom.  Until such time as Plaintiffs can be 

assured that all structures, gas or danger of gas migration have been removed from the 

Residence the nuisance is continuing.   

 

33. Plaintiffs’ use and enjoyment of the Residence has been negatively impacted by the 

Defendants’ actions as described herein.  Those actions taken individually and collectively 

have damaged Plaintiff in the past and will damage Plaintiff in the future and that damage 

will continue until such time as the nuisance has been removed.  The necessity to confirm 

the safety of Oak Meadows and the Residence is demonstrated by the events at the 

Explosion Site.  The Defendants as described herein failed to use reasonable care in the 

operation of the oil and gas production and associated facilities, the preparation of the raw 

land as a development suitable for residential construction and the construction of a home 

on a lot without assuring that there were no structures at the Residence that created an 

unreasonable risk of harm for Plaintiffs and persons in positions similar to Plaintiffs.  These 

failures constitute a negligent nuisance for which Plaintiffs seek an abatement and recovery 

of all past and future damages incurred.  Those damages include the reasonable fear of 

Plaintiffs of a possible immediate and catastrophic explosion like that which occurred and 

which Plaintiffs witnessed at the Explosion Site. 

 

34. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ failure to exercise reasonable care and 

failure to warn and make safe the dangerous conditions as alleged herein.  Plaintiffs have 
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sustained injuries, damages, and losses, including but not limited to, physical injuries, post-

traumatic stress, mental anguish and severe anxiety, damages to personal and real 

property, interference with their use and enjoyment of property, annoyance, discomfort 

and inconvenience on their property caused by Defendants'  acts or omissions, loss of 

peace of mind, and diminution of real estate property value. 

 

Second Claim for Relief 

(Negligence) 

 

35. Plaintiffs incorporate the foregoing allegations by this reference. 

 

36. Anadarko and Noble owed a duty of reasonable care to protect against the dangers, risks, 

and hazards of oil and gas operations generally and specifically as regards the flow lines 

and other structures and gas releases at or adjoining Oak Meadows and the Residence.  

Anadarko and Noble as the operators either knew or in the exercise of reasonable care 

should have been able to confirm that there were no structures or possible gas release 

sources that could endanger Plaintiffs or the Residence.  Anadarko and Noble allowed or 

created the release of gas into abandoned or untapped wells as reported by initial 

investigators at the Explosion Site.  Failure to monitor all releases from all wells would be 

a failure to utilize reasonable care as the operator of the oil and gas facilities.  Additionally, 

to the extent that valves have been allowed to remain open or not be confirmed as closed 

has allowed gas to enter lines thereby invading Oak Meadows and the Residence. 

 

37. Defendant ST-Firestone failed to exercise reasonable care to protect against the dangers, 

risks, and hazards of oil and gas operations generally and specifically as regards the flow 

lines.  Defendant ST-Firestone as the developer either knew or in the exercise of reasonable 

care should have known that all oil and gas related structures at Oak Meadows were not 

mapped, removed, properly abandoned and made safe. 

 

38. Defendants Hearth and CC failed to exercise reasonable care to protect against the dangers, 

risks, and hazards of oil and gas operations generally and specifically as regards the flow 

lines.  Defendant Hearth and CC as the homebuilder either knew or in the exercise of 

reasonable care should have known that all oil and gas related structures at Oak Meadows 

were not mapped, removed, properly abandoned and made safe. 

 

39. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ failure to exercise reasonable care and 

failure to warn or make safe with respect to the dangerous conditions described herein 

which were created by Defendants’ negligence, Plaintiffs have sustained injuries, damages, 

and losses.  Those damages include but are not limited to, physical injuries, post-traumatic 

stress, mental anguish and severe anxiety, damages to personal and real property, 

interference with their use and enjoyment of property, annoyance, discomfort and 

inconvenience on their property caused by Defendants' acts or omissions, loss of peace of 

mind, and diminution of real estate property value. 

 

Third Claim for Relief 

(Trespass) 

 

40. Plaintiffs incorporate the foregoing allegations by this reference. 
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41. On information and belief, Anadarko and Noble own and operate or have owned and 

operated flow lines running near and under Plaintiffs’ property the existence, location and 

condition of which were known or should have been known to the operators.  The flow 

lines or other structures are a continuing trespass that will not abate without removal.  

Additionally, to the extent that unrefined gas is escaping and migrating into the Residence, 

that gas migration is a continuing trespass to Plaintiffs. 

 

42. ST-Firestone as developer and Hearth and CC as homebuilders before selling the 

Residence to Plaintiffs should have removed any structure not normally associated with a 

residential lot.  Those types of structures would include the flow lines that were associated 

with the Explosion Site.  The continued failure to remove those structures constitutes a 

continuing trespass to Plaintiffs.  Additionally, to the extent that unrefined gas is, has been 

or may be escaping or migrating into the Residence is a continuing trespass that will not 

be abated until the safety of the Residence has been confirmed. 

 

43. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ trespass, Plaintiffs have sustained injuries, 

damages, and losses, including but not limited to, physical injuries, post-traumatic stress, 

mental anguish and severe anxiety, damages to personal and real property, interference 

with their use and enjoyment of property, annoyance, discomfort and   inconvenience on 

their property caused by Defendants' trespass, loss of peace of mind, and diminution of 

real estate property value. 

 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for compensatory damages in their favor and against 

Defendants in an amount to be determined by the trier of fact, interest from the date of filing, pre-

judgment and post-judgment interest as allowed by law, witness fees, filing fees, deposition 

expenses, and for such other and further relief as the Court may deem appropriate and just, 

including all costs. 

 
Demand for Jury Trial 

 

PLAINTIFFS HEREBY DEMAND TRIAL BY JURY ON ALL CLAIMS. 

 

Dated:  May 15, 2017. 

             BOESEN LAW, LLC 

 

 

              /s/ Jon C. Boesen   

             Jon C. Boesen, Atty. Reg. No. 18715 

             ATTORNEY FOR PLAINITFF  

 

Plaintiffs’ address: 

6304 Twilight Avenue 

Firestone, CO 80504 


