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  General Office File Reference: GP 
 
        July 18, 2017 

 
       

The Honorable John Barrasso 
Chairman 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senators Barrasso and Carper: 

On behalf of the more than 340,000 members of the United Association of Journeymen and 
Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the United States and Canada, I am 
writing to express opposition to S. 517 (Consumer and Fuel Retailer Choice Act).  This legislation 
takes progress towards cleaner fuel options for Americans in the wrong direction. Increasing 
the amount of acceptable levels of ethanol per gallon of fuel to 15% (E15) rather than the 
current standard of 10% would adversely impact air quality.  The legislation could also have 
negative implications on the domestic refining sector without addressing issues related to the 
ethanol and biofuel mandate – the Renewable Fuel Standard or (RFS). The result of this could 
be a rise in costs for American refiners and the loss of jobs for American workers.  

Rather than pushing through an increase in the ethanol concentration in gasoline, Congress 
should consider reforming the RFS to rectify the threats to domestic refining jobs and address 
the skyrocketing cost for credits needed to comply with the RFS that have put refining jobs, 
particularly on the East Coast, at risk. One refinery has already laid off employees and cut 
benefits in part due to these costs. This creates a serious concern that others could follow suit. 

Many of our members rely on domestic refining industry jobs to support their families. When 
refineries invest in major projects the need for an additional 1,000 or more skilled craft workers 
is common.  Northeast refiners are critical to our members because jobs at those facilities 
represent a primary source of work for plumbers, pipefitters and welders. The issues related to 
the current RFS already put these facilities and the jobs associated with them at risk. 

It should also be noted, as several environmental groups have indicated, that S. 517 will lead to 
more smog-forming emissions – reversing the strides made by the Clean Air Act. This may force 
States to impose more regulations on refiners and manufacturing facilities to offset increases in 
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the emissions associated with the expanded use of E15 should this legislation pass.  

S. 517 is not in the best interests of the American worker and is counterproductive to 
environmental progress made as part of the Clean Air Act. On behalf of the United Association, I 
urge you and all Senators to vote “no” on S. 517. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark McManus 
General President 

 


