
September 25, 2017 

 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Donald J. Trump: 

As former leaders of the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), we are 

concerned that the office has an inappropriate focus on expediting approvals for special interests 

over its statutory obligations to implement environmental reviews that engage the public and 

inform decision makers. Experience tells us, the result will be inadequate analysis and wasted 

resources as the agencies are forced by courts to correct deficiencies.   

Under the 1970 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Congress gave CEQ the unique 

authority within the White House to establish environmental policy goals for the nation and to 

develop regulations and guidance for how agencies should conduct their environmental review 

processes. Both Democratic and Republican Presidents have sought ways to improve the process, 

to shorten environmental review times without sacrificing quality and rigor, and to increase 

collaboration and efficiencies across agencies. However, at its core, these environmental reviews 

are the principal opportunity for the public to understand how a proposed project, such as a road, 

bridge, or pipeline, will impact a community.  

Your Administration and CEQ have chosen to prioritize accelerating the review process, which 

would benefit special interests over all other statutory purposes. Absent confirmed or even 

nominated leadership at CEQ, your Administration announced a working group to review 

environmental laws, including the implementation of NEPA regulations and CEQ’s authority to 

“accelerate the NEPA process.” In addition to ignoring both the spirit and the letter of the law, 

this approach could also backfire. Emphasizing speed over quality sends the wrong message to 

agencies and creates significant legal risk that future environmental reviews of federal actions 

will be rejected by the courts and need to be redone.  

Your administration has already encountered this delay for certain pipelines and energy projects 

that did not analyze the reasonably foreseeable impacts of these projects on exacerbating climate 

change. In the case of the Southeast Market Pipelines Project, Judge Thomas Griffith, who was 

nominated by President George W. Bush, rejected the environmental impact statement for failing 

to include the climate change information necessary for “informed decision making” and 

“informed public comment.”        

It has also been reported that Deputy Secretary of the Department of the Interior David 

Bernhardt has signed an order to set a time and page limit to NEPA reviews. This action 

predetermines the necessary time and space it will take to engage the public and analyze 

information about projects.   

It is of further concern that Administrator Scott Pruitt of the EPA has moved the Office of 

Federal Activities, which is responsible for NEPA implementation, into to the political Office of 

http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/347469-court-rejects-pipeline-project-on-climate-concerns


Policy. This move was made explicitly to “provide our stakeholders with more clarity and 

certainty on their projects,” meaning construction project proponents. This disregards that the 

true stakeholders as identified by NEPA are the American public, who care deeply about how 

they will be impacted by federal decisions. 

If you and your administration decide to short circuit the environmental review and public 

engagement process created by NEPA, you will find yourselves wasting taxpayer dollars and 

precious time. We will ensure that efforts to weaken NEPA will not go unnoticed and that the 

American public and the environment are not given a backseat to favored special interests.            

Thank you,  

Katie McGinty  

Former Chair, White House Council on 

Environmental Quality 

 

Christy Goldfuss 

Former Managing Director, White House 

Council on Environmental Quality 

 

Nancy Sutley 

Former Chair, White House Council on 

Environmental Quality 

 

Brenda Mallory 

Former General Counsel, White Council on 

Environmental Quality 

 

cc:  

 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency   

 

The Honorable Ryan Zinke 

Secretary of the Interior 

 

The Honorable David Bernhardt  

Deputy Secretary of the Interior 

 

The Honorable Samantha Dravis 

Associate Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency 

 

Mary Neumayr  

Chief of Staff, White House Council on Environmental Quality 

 
 

 

 

 

 


