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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

For Immediate Release: Gov . Hickenlooper ’s statement on Mead oil and gas site
accident

Montgomery - GovOffice, Jacque <jacque.montgomery@state.co.us> Fri, May 26, 2017 at 1:27 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Office of Gov. John Hickenlooper

Jacque Montgomery | jacque.montgomery@state.co.us |303-518-0915

Gov. Hickenlooper’s statement on Mead oil and gas site 
accident

DENVER — Friday, May 26, 2017 — Gov. John Hickenlooper today released the following statement on 
Thursday’s accident at an oil and gas site in Mead, Colo: 

“Today is about the victims and families of the Mead accident. It’s a terrible tragedy and our hearts and 
prayers are with them and the entire Mead community. Our state agencies are in constant contact with 
local authorities and have offered our full assistance and resources. We certainly recognize the safety 
concerns raised given the recent home explosion in Firestone, but at this time we have no reason to 
believe that there is any relationship between the circumstances that led to these two accidents. It is 
important to note that this was a workplace incident that also will be investigated by the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration. Our number one priority is public safety. We will continue to work 
closely with investigating agencies and the industry to better understand the cause of this accident and 
take any necessary action to ensure that this doesn’t happen again.” 
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

May 24 

Murray - GovOffice, Ali <alexandra.murray@state.co.us> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 12:29 PM
To: "Montgomery - GovOffice, Jacque" <jacque.montgomery@state.co.us>

Yes, they can have 30 mins of set up in his office beforehand.  

On Tue, May 16, 2017 at 11:20 AM, Montgomery - GovOffice, Jacque <jacque.montgomery@state.co.us> wrote: 
Hi
 
For the media time on the 24th at 10:30 - please pencil in Dan Boyce with Inside Energy.  Topic is CO Oil and Gas
industry updates since the home explosion.
 
Please also let me know if there is set up time possible.
 
Thanks much,  I know the day may change.   
 
--  
Jacque
 
Jacque Montgomery  
Press Secretary, Gov. Hickenlooper

P: 303.866.4361 | C:  
127 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
Jacque.montgomery@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor
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be subject to public disclosure.
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

For Immediate Release: Gov . Hickenlooper announces State’ s response following
review of oil and gas operations  

Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us> Tue, Aug 22, 2017 at 11:28 AM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Office of Gov. John Hickenlooper

Shelby Wieman | shelby.wieman@state.co.us | 303-866-4640

Gov. Hickenlooper announces State’s response following 
review of oil and gas operations

DENVER — Tuesday, Aug. 22, 2017 — Gov. John Hickenlooper today announced the state’s response 
following a three month review of oil and gas operations. He called for the review after the deadly home 
explosion in Firestone last April that killed two people and injured a third. 

“At the time of the explosion, we committed to do all we could to ensure that what happened to the 
Martinez and Irwin families never happens again,” said Governor John Hickenlooper. “The actions we 
announced today are a responsible and appropriate response that places public safety first.” 

Immediately following the explosion, the Governor ordered the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission (COGCC) to conduct a swift review of flowlines. Industry provided timely information and has 
shared in the development of these recommended next steps.

The Governor is directing work to now focus on policy initiatives. Change will come either through 
rulemaking or legislation and will fall into these areas:

Strengthening COGCC’s flowline regulations
Enhancing the 8-1-1 “one-call” program
Creating a nonprofit orphan well fund to plug and abandon orphan wells and provide refunds for in-
home methane monitors
Prohibiting future domestic gas taps
Creating a technical workgroup to improve safety training
Requesting peer-review of some COGCC rules
Exploring an ambient methane leak detection pilot program

These initiatives should be completed within 12 months. 

Also, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) will be formally announcing 
that it is establishing an alliance with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and the Colorado Oil and Gas Association. This alliance aims 
to collaboratively address safety within the Oil and Gas Industry by developing best practices to ensure 
the safety and health of its workforce.
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”Our state is fortunate to receive a federal grant to evaluate and address worker safety specific to oil 
and gas operations” said Dr. Larry Wolk, executive director of CDPHE. “Public health and safety 
protections need to extend to these workers and we are fortunate to have the collaborative support and 
leadership of the the Governor, industry and our federal agency partners.”

Launching in September, the partners will meet monthly to share information, determine status of 
activities and evaluate results.
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER
  
  
A call to Colorado’s governor to help defend our state – Highlands Ranch
Herald 
These are perilous times. A day does not go by when I don't worry about what
sort of senseless executive action will come out of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
  
I am horrified at the values President Trump laid out in his budget. I am
horrified by his immigration ban. I am horrified by how he chooses to divide
Americans on almost every issue that he can. 
  
As an elected House member, it is my job to fight back on issues that
negatively affect our brothers and sisters here in Colorado. I ask Governor
Hickenlooper to join me and stand up to this President and fight keep our

Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

JWH Clips: Thursday , April 27, 2017 | T erm 621 | Session: 13  

Caroline Gaines <Caroline.Gaines@state.co.us> Thu, Apr 27, 2017 at 7:59 AM
Reply-To: Caroline Gaines <Caroline.Gaines@state.co.us>
To: Ali <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>
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families safe and healthy. 
  
Governor Hickenlooper has been presented with many opportunities to lead
and has made some statements that give us hope - hope that when the rubber
hits the road, Governor Hickenlooper will stand with Colorado's immigrant
communities and do whatever he can to make sure that families are not torn
apart and good people who have been contributing to the fabric of our lives
here in Colorado will not summarily be whisked away in the dead of night. 
  
  
Colorado is hiding inmates; victims want to know where they are – 9News 
Colorado prison officials have transferred scores of killers and rapists to other
states and refused to tell victims and their families where they are -- despite a
constitutional amendment and state law that are supposed to guarantee those
answers, a 9Wants to Know investigation found. 
  
Instead, state Department of Corrections officials and Gov. John Hickenlooper
have repeatedly refused to disclose the whereabouts of inmates despite the
language of the Victim Rights Act, passed by Colorado voters in 1992 and
codified into state law the next year. 
  
The result: more than 100 Colorado inmates -- including some of the state’s
most notorious killers -- are being held in what is essentially now a secret
prison system. 
  
The findings of our 9Wants to Know investigation into the system frustrated a
former legislator who helped write the law. 
  
  
U.S. Presidential Historian Goodwin speaks about leadership – and President
Trump – at Business School fundraiser [Photos] – CU Denver Today 
When Doris Kearns Goodwin talks of “my guys” – the leaders she has studied
in unparalleled depth over her career as U.S. presidential historian – she ticks
off shared traits such as intelligence, empathy, energy and communication
skills. But the most important presidential quality, she says, is resilience. So, as
President Trump this week reaches his first 100 days in office, he will likewise
be tested, sooner or later, in the adaptability department. 
  
“Resilience is a mystery, and it is the key leadership trait, in my judgment,”
Goodwin said. “All of my guys come from different circumstances, but that

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=949d7de042&e=320ba4abf9
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sense of resilience, that ambition and desire to help their fellow man, united
them all.” 
  
Goodwin, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author, shared stories about U.S. presidents
going back over a century as the distinguished guest speaker at the CU Denver
Business School’s 2017 Celebration of Success. A sellout crowd of 640 people
attended the recent scholarship fundraising event at Denver’s Grand Hyatt. 
  
Over the years, Denver’s business community has joined with the Business
School to raise more than $3.3 million (including an estimated $400,000 this
year), benefiting more than 1,800 students. Also, several deserving faculty
have been awarded fellowships. 
  
  
Colorado Abolishes “Free Speech Zones” at Public Universities – North Denver
Tribune 
Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper signed into law legislation that
effectively abolishes free speech zones on the state’s public college campuses.
Free speech zones, areas in which students’ First Amendment rights are
literally confined, stifle freedom of speech and expression on America’s college
campuses. 
  
The legislation, Colorado Senate Bill 62, prohibits the state’s public universities
from establishing unreasonable speech restrictions. The initiative received
bipartisan support in the Colorado legislature and still allows public universities
to impose “reasonable time, manner, and place” speech policies. 
  
“Once we limit free speech to a zone, we indicate to our students that free
speech does not exist anywhere beyond that zone. That is not the message we
want to send to future generations about our core values,” Colorado state Sen.
Tim Neville, a co-sponsor of the bill said. 
  
YAL chapters across the state have hosted free speech activism events
throughout the year, including ones at the University of Colorado-Boulder and
the University of Colorado-Colorado Springs (UCCS). Last fall, YAL at UCCS
pushed for free speech reforms in their student government in an effort to raise
awareness about the state’s poor record on the issue. 
  
  
APA Names 2017 Planning Award Winners – Next City 
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Austin’s cemeteries master plan, bike mapping in Maryland and a community
garden in Ontario, California, are among the recipients of the American
Planning Association’s latest round of annual National Planning Awards, which
are divided into two categories, excellence and achievement. The winners,
named today, also included a Pennsylvania ecodistrict, the Bicentennial Plan
for Indianapolis, and Guidelines for Senior-Friendly Parks, in Los Angeles.
Projects that got the APA nod address challenges ranging from sea level rise to
disinvested neighborhoods. 
  
“Good planning is not just preparing the community for the future, but engaging
the residents in the discussions and decision-making that will impact their
lives,” W. Shedrick Coleman, the 2017 jury chair, said in a press release. “This
year’s award recipients advanced the planning profession by more thoroughly
engaging all residents in the planning process.” 
  
… [ Achievement award for environmental planning were given to the state of
Colorado’s Resiliency Framework (gold) and an ecodistrict plan for Millvale,
Pennsylvania (silver). When Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper formally
adopted the resilience plan in 2015, he said, “Communities throughout the state
have been impacted by blizzards, wildfires, floods, tornadoes, and even an
earthquake in the past decade. Through these disasters, Coloradans have
shown great resolve to build back stronger which we want to continue to
empower. The Framework is one more example of Colorado developing
innovative solutions to build a better future.” Millvale’s work led to green
infrastructure and a new food hub.] 
[SEE FULL ARTICLE AT BOTTOM OF CLIPS] 
   
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
This is the Colorado budget deal we’ve been waiting for – Denver Post 
Less than two weeks remain for Colorado lawmakers to fund at least a portion
of the state’s multibillion-dollar infrastructure needs, and despite disappointing
setbacks, we’ve learned there is a plan afoot that seems ideal and worth
pursuing. 
  
The governor’s office tells us the plan has been offered to a select group of
legislative leadership behind closed doors two years in a row now. Its time has
come. It wouldn’t require a tax increase. It would revise the struggling Senate
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Bill 267 so that it pays for a $1.35 billion debt issue retired over 20 years to fund
the state’s most critical infrastructure needs. 
  
In good economic conditions, the strategy would bolster funding for higher
education and K-12 schools. What’s more, it would also prevent more than a
half-billion-dollar cut to Colorado’s hospitals, a budget-slashing measure that
would close or force drastic downsizing at rural and safety-net hospitals. 
  
Sound too good to be true? There are some considerations. Taxpayer refunds
would go away in future years, but not indefinitely. (And so what? Budget
writers keep finding ways to avoid the givebacks regardless.) Republicans
would have to set aside a principle they have held firm since 2009, when
Democrats held both chambers and the governor’s office and passed the
Hospital Provider Fee over conservative objections. That provider fee has
proven to be a major driver of spending in the state, and the biggest item in the
general fund pushing revenue over the limit set by the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights. 
  
  
Denver Chamber’s Kelly Brough deplores death of transportation funding
referendum - Statesman 
Kelly Brough, president and CEO of the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce,
lamented the demise late Tuesday of bipartisan legislation that would have
asked Colorado voters for a sales-tax increase to fund transportation needs,
saying that lawmakers’ failure to fund infrastructure is harming the state’s
economy. 
  
“We know that Colorado needs a statewide funding source for transportation,”
Brough said in a statement. “By killing (House Bill) 1242, members of the
Legislature have taken the opportunity from Coloradans to speak for
themselves and communicate their investment priorities through a vote on such
a funding source.” 
  
Three Republican senators — state Sens. Owen Hill of Colorado Springs, Tim
Neville of Littleton and Jack Tate of Centennial — torpedoed the legislation in
the GOP-controlled Senate Finance Committee, maintaining that they didn’t
want to vote for a measure that included a tax increase. During the lengthy
hearing that preceded the vote, some witnesses argued that the proposed 0.5
percent tax hike was destined to fail at the ballot box, too. 
  
The bill, sponsored by Senate President Kevin Grantham, R-Cañon City, and
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House Speaker Crisanta Duran, D-Denver, along with the chairs of both
chambers’ transportation committees, state Rep. Diane Mitsch Bush, D-
Steamboat Springs, and state Sen. Randy Baumgardner, R-Hot Sulphur
Springs, passed earlier this month out of the Democratic-controlled House. 
  
  
Colorado Republicans resurrecting tax-free highway-bonding proposal –
Denver Business Journal 
 One day after killing a multi-billion-dollar transportation-funding plan built
around a proposed sales-tax hike, legislative Republicans stood poised
Wednesday to reintroduce a twice-killed measure that would fund a $3.5 billion
bonding program without seeking increased taxes from the public. 
  
The bill, which has yet to be introduced, would divert 10 percent of current
sales-tax collections to road funding, giving the Colorado Department of
Transportation $262 million per year for bond repayments and another $236
million for maintenance needs, including $168 million a year that has gone for
the past 20 years to repayment of a previous bonding issue. Rep. Tim Leonard,
R-Evergreen, announced the high-level details of the plan in an email late
Tuesday. 
  
The proposal resembles an effort to seek voter approval for a $3.5 billion
bonding measure that passed the Republican-majority Senate but died in a
committee of the Democrat-dominated House in each of the past two years.
The specifics about the 10 percent sales-tax revenue diversion is a new detail,
however. 
  
Leonard, in his e-mail, reflected the sentiments of a number of Republicans
that, rather than seeking a tax hike, the Legislature needs to re-prioritize
spending within its growing budget to address the $9 billion statewide backlog
of transportation needs. Just four of the 28 Republicans in the House supported
House Bill 1242, which sought a half-cent sales-tax hike for road and transit
improvements, and the three Republicans on the Senate Finance Committee
worked together to kill the bill Tuesday over the objection of Democrats. 
  
  
Colorado lawmakers pass bill to allow use of medical marijuana to treat PTSD –
Fox 31 Denver 
Colorado lawmakers passed a bill to add post-traumatic stress disorder to the
list of conditions eligible for treatment with medical marijuana. 
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SB17-017 passed a final vote in the Colorado Senate on Wednesday and now
heads to the governor’s desk. 
  
“The bill creates the same rights, limitations and criminal defenses and
exceptions as the constitutional right to use medical marijuana,” the sponsors
state on the Colorado General Assembly website. 
  
In order to be eligible, a physician has to complete a full assessment of the
patient’s medical history, including reviewing a previous diagnosis for a
debilitating or disabling medical condition, and current medical condition,
including an appropriate personal physical examination, before the patient
applies for a registry identification card. 
  
  
Touted energy efficiency program re-up hits legislative speed bump -
Statesman 
A bipartisan bill to reauthorize a popular and by most accounts dramatically
successful utility-run energy efficiency program in the state was detoured
Wednesday on its way to the Senate floor. 
  
Republicans on the Senate agricultural and energy committee voted as a bloc
to send House Bill 1227 to the hardline Senate finance committee. 
  
Supporters of the bill searched to make sense of the new committee
assignment. They had expected no-drama legislative formalities, pointing to the
fact that the committee heard the bill last week and that bipartisan support then
seemed solid. Wednesday’s hearing was scheduled to be “action only,”
meaning roughly a vote and no debate or testimony on the substance. The bill
passed with strong bipartisan support in the House weeks ago. 
  
Senate sponsor Steve Fenberg, a Boulder Democrat, sent out a release after
the hearing, warning of “sleight of hand.” He feared the new committee
assignment might be a strategic maneuver to kill the bill. 
  
“Today’s move in the Senate committee is an embarrassment to the legislative
process,” he wrote in the statement. “This bill had bipartisan support and had
the votes to pass, but instead of giving it a fair vote, Republican leadership
played politics with 40,000 jobs and working families across Colorado.” 
  

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=3ff050ce1a&e=320ba4abf9


9/12/2017 State.co.us Executive Branch Mail - JWH Clips: Thursday, April 27, 2017 | Term 621 | Session: 13

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=50e52e44cf&jsver=6H9snhMqLA8.en.&view=pt&msg=15bafb5686662c4c&q=firestone&qs=true&search=q… 8/22

  
Colorado may bar cops from helping with marijuana crackdown – Abc7 Denver 
Colorado may prohibit law enforcement officers from assisting in a potential
federal marijuana crackdown. 
  
The state House voted 56-7 Wednesday to bar public employees from assisting
federal agents in "arresting a Colorado citizen for committing an act that is a
Colorado constitutional right." 
  
The Colorado bill doesn't specifically mention marijuana. But sponsors say it is
inspired by threats that federal authorities may try cracking down on the
marijuana industry. Federal authorities generally rely on local law enforcement
to enforce federal drug law. 
  
California lawmakers are considering a similar bill. 
  
  
State-sponsored retirement accounts? Colorado Senate panel rejects
Democratic plan – Denver Post 
On one thing all sides agree: the state of retirement savings is dismal. 
  
In 2015, 29 percent of Americans reached age 55 with no retirement savings,
and no pension fund to fall back on, according to a Government Accountability
Office study. And among those that do save, the typical household between the
ages of 55 to 64 has just $104,000 — the equivalent of $310 a month for
retirement. 
  
Meanwhile, 46 percent of all Coloradans don’t have access to a plan through
their employer. And that number rises to 8 in 10 for those who work at the
smallest businesses, according to an AARP study. 
  
But ideological differences — coupled with heavy lobbying by the financial
industry to preserve the status quo — have combined to make any attempts to
find a solution at the Colorado Statehouse elusive. 
  
  
Campaign finance reform measures die in Colorado legislature – Colorado
Politics 
A Republican-controlled Senate committee on Wednesday killed two campaign
finance reform measures that Democrats pushed this year as part of a
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package. 
  
Both measures died on Republican party-line votes in the Senate State,
Veterans and Military Affairs Committee. 
  
House Bill 1261 would have required a description of the entities that are
spending money to influence elections with “paid for by” disclosures on all
electioneering material; and 
  
House Bill 1262 would have required all electioneering between the primary
and general elections be subject to disclosures, allowing voters to examine who
is spending money to influence the vote, and closing a gap in reporting. 
  
  
It’ll be hemp, hemp, hooray once legislation turns on the spigot – Colorado
Politics 
Senate Bill 117, which won final approval from the entire legislature this week,
will keep federal water flowing to Colorado’s hemp crop even amid broader
differences between the Centennial State and Washington over drug policy. 
  
A Senate GOP press release says the measure, introduced by Montrose
Republican Sen. Don Coram, “…ensures that Washington can’t deny hemp
growers access to water from federal reclamation projects, due to
disagreements between Washington and Denver on drug and farm policies.” 
  
The effort is intended as a shot in the arm for the state’s ag economy; the press
release says hemp in fact could be the state’s next big cash crop. Which is why
the legislation is needed to clear up any state-federal misunderstandings. 
  
   
Congress could name Denver post office for Japanese-American war hero who
worked there – Colorado Politics 
Here’s something to feel good about. Congress is considering renaming the
Stockyard Stations Post Office in Denver for a Congressional Medal of Honor
winner who worked there for 27 years. 
  
George T. “Joe” Sakato was a California-born citizen of Japanese descent who
was once classified as an “enemy alien.” He died on Dec. 2, 2015, at his home
in Denver. Sakato was 94. 
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Colorado Sens. Michael Bennet of Denver and Cory Gardner of Yuma
introduced the legislations, which by all standards of patriotism and decency
should pass easily. 
  
  
One is the loneliest number, but three is a crowd in HOV lanes, lawmakers say
– Colorado Politics 
Ever wonder if you could get away with counting your dog as another car
passenger in an HOV lane? Or, maybe you’re hoping your tinted windows are
dark enough to hide the fact you’re all alone? A couple of lawmakers feel your
pain; they want Colorado to ease up on what one of them calls a “punitive”
requirement that at least three passengers ride in a car in a desginated “high-
occupancy vehicle” lane in order to avoid a toll. 
  
Republican state Sen. Ray Scott, of Grand Junction, and Democratic Rep.
Steve Lebsock, of Thornton, are sponsoring House Bill 1348, which would roll
back the minimum to two passengers for express / HOV lanes along Interstate
25 north of Denver. The three-passenger threshold has been in effect since
Jan. 1, following a decision by the state Transportation Commission to up the
ante for HOV travel. 
  
Reached today for the backstory on the late-in-the-game bill (introduced just
last week), Scott said the higher minimum is unreasonable and goes too far for
most commuters’ needs. 
  
“It’s a punitive plan to push people to public transit,” Scott said via text
message. “It hurts empty nesters big time, i.e. the elderly. I’m not aware of
other states that have done this.” 
  
  
It Could Start Costing More To Enjoy Colorado’s Outdoors – Cbs4 Denver 
Outdoor recreation in Colorado could become “pay to play.” 
  
The price to hunt, fish, hike and bike would increase under a bill at the state
Capitol. The bill would allow Colorado Parks and Wildlife to hike fees on
anglers, hunters and park visitors as well as require recreational users —
including hikers, cyclists, kayakers and rafters — to shoulder conservation
costs too. 
  
“Sometimes when we go out into the great outdoors we think, ‘Oh this is so
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great and it’s free.’ We don’t realize that almost every inch of our entire state is
managed,” said Rep. Jeni Arndt, D-Fort Collins, the sponsor of the bill. 
  
Parks and Wildlife manages all of the state’s natural resources including 8,000
miles of trails, 4,000 lakes and reservoirs, and 41 state parks. Its funding
comes primarily from fees payed by users. Those fees haven’t increased in 12
years. 
  
  
Colorado teen sexting law unanimously passes in House vote – Nbc 11 News 
A teen-sexting law that has befuddled Colorado lawmakers for years appeared
Wednesday to be moving closer to reality after lawmakers in the legislature's
lower house passed it unanimously, sending it to the Senate. 
  
The measure to create several new crimes for juvenile sexting passed 65-0 and
represents a compromise after years of debate over whether it should be illegal
for minors to share explicit photos consensually. 
  
Under current state law, anyone who has an image on their phone of a nude
person under age 18 can be charged with felony child exploitation. 
But teen sexting is common, and some say prosecutors need a less-severe
penalty option for teens who do it because the felony charge means that a
sexting teen can end up required to register as a sex-offender. 
  
 

#COLORADOPROUD
  
  
A different pot: Colorado coffee company to introduce cannabis coffee – Denver
Business Journal 
  
  
Life is good when there’s mid-winter pow to enjoy in late April! – Open Snow 
  
  

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
  
OneRepublic Joins Lineup For 'Take Note' Concert – MSN  
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ECONOMY
  
  
Economic benefits of outdoor recreation in Colorado, U.S. come to forefront
amid public lands disputes – Colorado Springs Gazette 
Amy Roberts was in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, roaming Capitol Hill
with some handy numbers to report. 
  
The executive director of the Boulder-based Outdoor Industry Association was
meeting with lawmakers, urging them to support the nation's public lands where
hikers, bikers, anglers, off-roaders and other enthusiasts do what they do. More
than playtime, though, Roberts encouraged them to consider $887 billion. 
  
That's the amount Americans spend annually to recreate in nature, according to
the OIA's economic impact report released this week. The report, the third of its
kind, also lists federal tax gains of $65.3 billion through the industry, along with
$59.2 billion in state and local tax revenue. The industry generates 7.6 million
U.S. jobs, according to the report. 
  
"The numbers are a bit of an eye-opener for members of Congress when we
meet with them," Roberts said in a phone call. "The industry is really made up
of smaller brands and retailers across the U.S., so I think the impact gets
underestimated. When these numbers are highlighted, the conversation tends
to change." 
  
  
Colorado’s small biz community says thanks for lightening their load – Colorado
Politics 
The National Federation of Independent Business in Colorado — the steadfast
voice at the Capitol for the state’s small businesses — heaped praise this week
on the Republican-run state Senate as well as our Democratic governor. Their
praiseworthy deeds? Supporting legislation to ease the complicated and
cumbersome burden of sales-tax compliance on the state’s mom ‘n’ pop shops. 
  
In a news release issued Tuesday to the press and public, the NFIB singles out
House Bill 1216 and Senate Bill 112, both of which we’ve reported on recently
(here and here), and notes kind words from NFIB state Director Tony Gagliardi
regarding progress on the measures: 
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House Bill 1216, which passed the Senate Finance Committee, today, on a 5-0
vote, “creates the sales and use tax simplification task force made up of
legislative members and state and local sales and use tax experts,” according
to the measure’s language. “The bill requires the task force to study sales and
use tax simplification between the state and local governments, and in
particular between the state and home rule jurisdictions”… 
  
Related to today’s action, Gagliardi praised Governor Hickenlooper for his
signing into law Senate Bill 112, last week. That measure adds greater
clarification “on statutes of limitations in the dispute resolution process when a
taxpayer owes sales or use tax to one local government but has erroneously
paid the disputed tax to another local government,” according to a news release
put out the governor’s office. 
  
 

EDUCATION
  
  
Senate Republicans kill bill that would have taken broad look at public
education in Colorado - Chalkbeat 
A Republican-controlled state Senate committee spiked a bill Wednesday that
was meant to spark a broad conversation about the future of Colorado’s public
schools. 
Some lawmakers hoped House Bill 1287 would help sell voters on raising taxes
to better fund the state’s schools. But the Senate State, Military and Veterans
Affairs committee voted 3-2 along party lines to kill the legislation, which would
have created a series of committees to examine the state’s education laws and
make recommendations for changing them. 
Republicans objected to the bill because they didn’t want to create more
bureaucracy, and they thought it was a ploy to raise taxes. 
The bill’s demise was a defeat for a group of the state’s most authoritative
lawmakers on education policy. It was one of the top legislative priorities for
state Reps. Millie Hamner, a Dillon Democrat, and Bob Rankin, a Carbondale
Republican. Both serve of the state’s budget committee and rallied lawmakers
around the bill. 
Rankin called the bill the most important of his legislative career. 
  
How to recruit and retain rural teachers in Colorado? Utah has an idea –
Colorado Politics 
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ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 

  
After fatal house explosion, Anadarko Petroleum to shut down 3,000 wells in
northeastern Colorado – Denver Post 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp., the state’s largest oil and gas producer, plans to
shut down 3,000 vertical wells in northeastern Colorado after a fatal home
explosion in Firestone near one of its wells. 
  
State regulators announced they are investigating the cause of the April 17
explosion that killed two men in a recently built home located within 170 feet of
a well that was drilled in 1993 and later acquired by Anadarko. 
  
Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District Chief Theodore Poszywak said his
department also will continue to gather and analyze evidence to determine the
cause of the explosion. 
  
“While the well in the vicinity is one aspect of the investigation, this is a complex
investigation and the origin and cause of the fire have not been determined,”
Poszywak said. 

  
Instead of combative rhetoric on Colorado’s oil and gas industry, let’s talk –
Denver Post 
The person was adamant. No oil and gas development in their community. 
  
Why? “They’re rapists.” 
  
This was official testimony made last month in a House committee room at the
Colorado Capitol about a bill to increase drilling setbacks. It was wrapped
around incendiary comments about “man camps” and prowling menaces and
rising rates of sexual assaults. 
  
“They’re rapists.” It was meant to be offensive. A baseless attack fitting for
these overly heated times in which we live. 
  
While the claim raised eyebrows with many people in the room, sadly, it went
unchallenged. The individual was not gaveled down, told they were out of line,

http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=aeff37f6bf&e=320ba4abf9
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=c9d5d65620&e=320ba4abf9


9/12/2017 State.co.us Executive Branch Mail - JWH Clips: Thursday, April 27, 2017 | Term 621 | Session: 13

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=50e52e44cf&jsver=6H9snhMqLA8.en.&view=pt&msg=15bafb5686662c4c&q=firestone&qs=true&search=… 15/22

or told to stick to the facts. The committee hearing went on as if this type of
public discourse is now so commonplace it is simply accepted. 
  
  
 

HEALTH 
 

  
Colorado Is More Diverse But Children Of Color Still Fall Behind - KUNC 
Colorado is becoming more diverse -- but children of color aren’t on equal
footing with their white peers, according to the 2017 Kids Count report. The
annual report by the Colorado Children’s Campaign and the Annie E. Casey
Foundation focused on the state’s growing minority populations, which are
expected to make up almost half of Colorado’s population by 2050.
 
“When you really drill down and look at the data, we see some pretty big gaps,
and those gaps too often fall along racial and ethnic lines as a result of policies
and practices that over the years have disproportionately limited opportunities
for Colorado’s kids of color ” said Sarah Hughes, research director with the
Colorado Children’s Campaign. 
  
The study highlights three main areas where Colorado could improve:
affordable housing, school funding and family leave. 
  
About a third of all Colorado children live in households that spend more than
30 percent of their income on housing.

  
 

OF NOTE 
 

  
Fixler: Clearing the air on Colorado ski deaths – Summit Daily News 
On Feb. 29, 2016, an email arrived to my inbox. 
  
It was polite, articulate and exceptionally vulnerable. It requested a response at
my earliest convenience, but had the pointed approach of basically asking,
"Why haven't you already written a story about my dead son?" 
  
I'd not yet been on the new job four months, and this type of appeal was
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outside my comfort zone. In other words, when I made the decision to move up
to the mountains for an environment reporter position, I didn't foresee — nor did
I desire — writing much about death. 
  
The phone call with Lynda Taylor of Massachusetts, about her 27-year-old son
Jay who died while skiing at Keystone Resort on Jan. 20, was tough.
Functioning in equal parts as a journalist and a therapist, I listened to her
frustration over what she believed was a community conspiring to prevent Jay's
accident from hitting the news. We talked for a little more than an hour, though
it felt like an eternity. After hanging up I walked outside, my throat clenched and
I broke into tears. And then I went back to work. 
  
I had no idea the conversation would set my course for the next year and a half,
reporting on an industry I would later learn operates with little regulation and
liability, and almost no oversight concerning safety, fatalities and injuries. But
death after death that season — and there would wind up being six in the
county as part of the state's 11 — it became clearer how the system functions. 
  
  
Pressing Forward – Wet Mountain Tribune  
Pressing Forward Not too many years ago, obituaries were being prepared for
Colorado’s newspaper industry. 
  
But if last week’s annual convention of the Colorado Press Association was any
indication, the state’s daily and weekly newspapers are reinvigorated and ready
to press forward. 
  
Over the past couple of decades, community newspapers throughout the nation
faced a multitude of challenges: shifting ad revenues, declining circulation,
rapid changing demographics. But newspapers tightened their belts and
refocused their energies. 
  
Today, with rare exceptions, community newspapers remain the prominent
media within their respective markets. Readers and advertisers are returning,
and communities once again view their hometown newspapers as community
institutions. Hundreds of newspaper folks, from tiny weeklies on the eastern
plains to dominant players like the Denver Post, gathered at the 139th annual
convention of the CPA to talk shop and hear speakers like Gov. Hickenlooper
and industry leaders. 
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Caldara: Republicans continue to pay tribute to Keystone Cops – Greeley
Tribune  
Congress' debacle on health care is only the latest example of how
Republicans snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. Victory here defined as
merely counting your votes before you fumble the issue that got you into office. 
  
Two decades ago, and speaking more coarsely than would be fitting for a family
newspaper, I dubbed it Caldara's First Political Axiom: There is nothing
Republicans can't screw up. 
  
My leftist friends (yes, they exist) are quick to tell me their team is a hot ball of
crazy, too, and I'm sure their in-fighting is as dysfunctional as any family
Thanksgiving dinner. But when it comes to moving the political football, the left
is a well-oiled machine by comparison to the Republicans' tribute to the
Keystone Cops. 
  
Measure the size and scope of government in any area over the past century
and you can't come to any other conclusion: The leftist march continues with
just the occasional chance for them to catch their breath when Republicans
think they're in charge. The goal isn't how many elected seats, governors or
legislatures a party controls. The measurement must be policy change. 
   

 
REVENUE

  

Colorado Pot Expected to Make Record-Breaking Sales Despite Inflex of New
Legal Marijuana States - Newsweek 
After the November elections, eight states now offer legal adult use of
marijuana. But despite the growing competition, Colorado, which saw the
highest number of marijuana sales last year, will more than likely still see higher
pot sales than the rest in 2017. 
  
Just four months into the year, the Centennial State is already on track to have
its highest grossing year yet in weed sales. During January and February,
Colorado racked up $235 million in total marijuana sales, a 30 percent spike
compared to the state’s recreational and medical pot sales during the same
time in 2016, according to a report by Cannabis Benchmarks, a company that
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tracks marijuana sales and prices, released by Marijuana Business Daily
Monday. 
  
With Colorado's booming cannabis tourism and its city streets filled with pot
shops selling medical and recreational weed products, marijuana sales across
the state kicked off 2017 at full speed. Within the first month of the year,
Colorado sold $109 million worth of marijuana products in medical and
recreational markets, a more than 38 percent increase from what the state saw
in January 2016, when pot consumers purchased $88.5 million in cannabis
products. Sales in February were even more impressive, with the state
generating $126 million in marijuana purchases compared to February 2016’s
$92.7 million. 
  
14 Colorado license plates facing extinction – 9News Denver 
  
 

RESILIENCY & RECOVERY
  

National planning organization bestows top honor on Colorado for disaster-
recovery Resiliency Framework - Statesman 
The state of Colorado has been awarded a Gold 2017 National Planning
Achievement Award for Environmental Planning from the American Planning
Association for the state’s Resiliency Framework, established to help
communities rebound after suffering disasters, the APA announced
Wednesday. 
  
After the state faced widespread floods and wildfires earlier in the decade, the
Colorado Resiliency and Recovery Office coordinated with federal, state and
local agencies, private organizations and consultants to put together the
framework, which is intended to help reduce vulnerability in communities both
before and after disasters. The framework’s goals are to reduce risk, enhance
planning, improve policy formulation, create a more responsive culture and
incorporate resiliency into investments. 
  
“Immediately following the devastating fires and floods of 2012 and 2013,
Colorado committed to rebuild better, stronger and more resilient,” Gov. John
Hickenlooper said in a statement. “The Framework affirms our commitment to
that strategy and is one more example of Colorado developing innovative
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solutions for a better future.” 
  
“Colorado’s collaborative, comprehensive and holistic approach has built lasting
partnerships which are the foundation of the Framework’s ongoing positive
impact,” said Molly Urbina, executive director of the Colorado Resiliency and
Recovery Office, in a statement. “On behalf of the 27 agencies, organizations
and the many Coloradans who contributed invaluable input to the Framework,
we would like to thank the APA for this recognition.” 
  
[See National Planning Association Achievement 2017 Awardees HERE] 
  
  
 

FULL ARTICLES  
 

  
APA Names 2017 Planning Award Winners – Next City 
Austin’s cemeteries master plan, bike mapping in Maryland and a community
garden in Ontario, California, are among the recipients of the American
Planning Association’s latest round of annual National Planning Awards, which
are divided into two categories, excellence and achievement. The winners,
named today, also included a Pennsylvania ecodistrict, the Bicentennial Plan
for Indianapolis, and Guidelines for Senior-Friendly Parks, in Los Angeles.
Projects that got the APA nod address challenges ranging from sea level rise to
disinvested neighborhoods. 
  
“Good planning is not just preparing the community for the future, but engaging
the residents in the discussions and decision-making that will impact their
lives,” W. Shedrick Coleman, the 2017 jury chair, said in a press release. “This
year’s award recipients advanced the planning profession by more thoroughly
engaging all residents in the planning process.” 
  
Lawrence P. Witzling, of Milwaukee, was given the National Planning
Excellence Award for Planning Pioneers. As a professor and a practicing
planner, Witzling worked on Milwaukee’s lakefront, the removal of a freeway in
the city, and dozens of neighborhood and downtown plans in Wisconsin. 
  
An award recognizing the advancement of diversity and social change went to
the 2015 Near Northside Quality of Life Agreement 2015. The Near Northside is
a Hispanic Houston neighborhood that’s been bracing for the impacts of
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gentrification. Community engagement was key to the QLA being picked by the
APA jury. From the APA: “One of the goals … was to create a rich and vibrant
document that reflected the commitment of thousands of people who are
working toward building a healthy, thriving and safe community in the Near
Northside.” As two Northside residents involved in the process outlined in The
Houston Chronicle last year: 
  
In our updated 2015 Quality of Life Agreement, Northside leaders again laid out
strategies to improve safety in our neighborhood. We are working to strengthen
the relationship between our community and law enforcement. We are working
to obtain better lighting and improvements to neighborhood locations perceived
to be unsafe. We are implementing initiatives to reduce illegal dumping, littering
and other nuisance activities. We are seeking to partner with homeless-
services organizations to develop housing and employment programs to reduce
our homeless population. 
  
A silver National Planning Achievement Award for a Best Practice went to Plan
2020: The Bicentennial Plan for Indianapolis. The ambitious document covers
plans for downtown and parks, land use, regional economic development and
more. According to the Plan 2020 website, “each and every component outlined
in the Bicentennial Plan has a committed partner capable of fulfilling an action
step, and numerous partners who are working to realize the larger vision.”
There are 30-plus partners. 
  
Achievement award for environmental planning were given to the state of
Colorado’s Resiliency Framework (gold) and an ecodistrict plan for Millvale,
Pennsylvania (silver). When Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper formally
adopted the resilience plan in 2015, he said, “Communities throughout the state
have been impacted by blizzards, wildfires, floods, tornadoes, and even an
earthquake in the past decade. Through these disasters, Coloradans have
shown great resolve to build back stronger which we want to continue to
empower. The Framework is one more example of Colorado developing
innovative solutions to build a better future.” Millvale’s work led to green
infrastructure and a new food hub. 
 
Austin’s Historic Cemeteries Master Plan took gold in the achievement award
for urban design. In Next City’s feature about this effort, “Designing for the
Dead: The Perfect City Cemetery,” Steph McDougal of McDoux Preservation,
which led the plan’s public engagement process, explained, “I’m not sure
anyone has done something of this scope before. … We’ve gotten phone calls
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from across the country from people who want to know about our planning
process and what it is we’re hoping to get out of it.” As Next City’s Anna Clark
noted about the need for cities to consider cemetery space: 
  
Within limited urban real estate, historic cemeteries often hold ground in well-
trafficked neighborhoods, making their management — or lack thereof — highly
visible. As plots fill up, cities face questions of both public health and
community relations. In the end, cemetery upkeep cuts at the heart of nearly
everything cities hold dear: safety, sustainability, green space, community and
economics. For better or worse, a city’s story is told in its cemeteries; they are
where the past meets the present. Urban cemetery planning is a way for cities
to pay respect to history, while preparing for the future.

  
 

### 
  
 

Caroline Gaines  
Program Coordinator 

 
303.815.0972 

127 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
caroline.gaines@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

FW: Suggestion for greater safety from Gas Leaks  

Bill Bolduc > Mon, May 8, 2017 at 10:46 AM
To:  "alexandra.murray@state.co.us" <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Mr. Murray,

 

The e-mail to the governor is not working.  Can you please forward this suggestion according.

 

Thanks,

Bill Bolduc

 

From:  Bill Bolduc  
Sent:  Friday, May 05, 2017 4:18 PM 
To:  ; 'matt.lepore@state.co.us' <matt.lepore@state.co.us> 
Subject:  Suggestion for greater safety from Gas Leaks

 

Dear Governor and COGCC Director,

 

I am an engineer (structural) and always concerned about safety.  We are all very aware of the recent tragedy in Firestone, Colorado, due to a gas leak and the resulting affects.  I am pleased to hear
that you are taking swift action to avert future gas leaks into homes and other buildings.

 

My experience is that the best safety systems are layered system.  A layered system has back-up layers so that if one system fails another layer can prevent a tragedy.  Much like the built-up layers of
roofing and sheathing prevent water from leaking into a building.

 

Your recent efforts to improve the enforcement of leak detection by the oil and gas industry is commended.  But no system is perfect, and leaks are still possible.  What I suggest below is a program to
add another layer of leak detection.  This layer would be done by the homeowner (or other building occupier/operator).  Some involvement by the homeowner can also provide the homeowner some
control and reduce the feeling of fear and inability to protect one’s family.

 

1.      Each homeowner (within some reasonable distance from a flowline or gas/oil well) could be provided a leak detection alarm that can by located in a basement or another level of the home.

2.      Homeowner’s can be trained to open windows, leave the building, and contact the fire department (or others) in the case that an alarm is triggered.

3.      The cost of the leak detection alarm could be subsidized by the oil and gas extraction industry.  A homeowner is unpaid (by the industry) and costs much less to the oil and gas extraction industry
than numerous layers of inspectors.  A program to provide detectors to homeowner would also provide some improvement in public relations.

 

An added benefit is a gas detector will also help protect from other sources of combustible gas.

 

Below is an example gas detector from Amazon that sells for $15.  See link:

https://www.amazon.com/ARIKON-Combustible-Detector-Warning-Digital/dp/B01JS4AX4Q/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1494016663&sr=8-6&keywords=natural+gas+detector

 

mailto:matt.lepore@state.co.us
mailto:matt.lepore@state.co.us
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I hope that this suggestion is useful.

 

Thank you for your consideration.

 

Bill Bolduc

 

Bill Bolduc | Simpson Strong-T ie | Office: (720) 622-2121 | Cell: (702) 481-0742

 

P.S.:  My employer and I have no financial interest in the sale of Gas Detector’s

 

 

tel:(720)%20622-2121
tel:(702)%20481-0742
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--  
Jacque

Jacque Montgomery  
Press Secretary, Gov. Hickenlooper

P: 303.866.4361 | C:  
127 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
Jacque.montgomery@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Re: Dennis Pierce  

Murray - GovOffice, Ali <alexandra.murray@state.co.us> Fri, May 26, 2017 at 8:50 AM
To: Dennis Pierce < >
Bcc: Johnie Abad - DNR <johnie.a.abad@state.co.us>

Hi Dennis,

Thank you for reaching back out.  Unfortunately, the Governor's schedule is incredibly busy the next few months.  In order
to not delay this meeting, we would suggest that you meet with the Executive Director of the Colorado Dept. of Natural
Resources, Bob Randall, who has been working on this issue.  If that is an option you are interested in pursuing, please
contact his Executive Assistant, Johnie Abad at johnie.a.abad@state.co.us  The Governor regrets not being available to
meet at this time, and we appreciate your understanding.

Thank you,

Ali

On Wed, May 24, 2017 at 12:26 PM, Dennis Pierce <dpierce7050@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hi Alexandra,
 
Thanks for the response, i can meet with the Governor at any time and am extremely concerned about this subject and
the safety of his constituents.  I know that he has people that are working to make our oil and gas industry better, but
it’s imperative that i meet with him and that it is confidential.
 
Please let me know when we can meet.
 
Our operation is in Broomfield and it would be awesome to meet there.
 
Sincerely,
 
dp 
 
 

Dennis Pierce
Owner/Operator
 
Colorado Heli-Ops
O 303.466.4354
C 
 

 
11855 Airport Way
Broomfield, CO  80021
 
 
 

On May 24, 2017, at 9:17 AM, Alexandra Murray <alexandra.murray@state.co.us> wrote:
 
Dear Dennis, 
 
Thank you for inviting Governor Hickenlooper to meet in regards to the Fire Stone explosion.  
 
Unfortunately, due to his busy schedule throughout the month of May, the Governor is unavailable to
meet during this time.  The Governor regrets being unavailable, but hopes that you keep him in mind for
future events you may have.  
 

mailto:johnie.a.abad@state.co.us
mailto:dpierce7050@gmail.com
mailto:alexandra.murray@state.co.us
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Thank you, 
 
Ali 
 
Contact: Dennis Pierce 
Event Name: Dennis Pierce  
Event Date: 5/18/2017  
Event Venue: Anywhere  
Address: anytime  
City: Denver  
State: Colorado  
Event Start Time: 10:00 AM  
Event End Time: 11:00 AM  
Event Duration: 60  
Description: second request to meet with Governor about Fire Stone explosion . 

 

--  
 
Alexandra Murray  
Director of Scheduling

P 303.866.6230 | C  
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
alexandra.murray@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
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Logsden - GovOffice, Marie <marie.logsden@state.co.us>

Fwd: COGCC update on NT O Phase 1  
1 message

Montgomery - GovOffice, Jacque <jacque.montgomery@state.co.us> Fri, Jun 2, 2017 at 11:26 AM
To: Douglas Friednash - GovOffice >, Marie Logsden - GovOffice <marie.logsden@state.co.us>,
Kurtis Morrison - CDOT <kurtis.morrison@state.co.us>, Donna Lynne - GovOffice >, Simon Tafoya
- GovOffice <Simon.Tafoya@state.co.us>, "Carpenter - GovOffice, Lisa" <lisa.carpenter@state.co.us>, "Williams - GovOffice,
Laurie" <laurie.williams@state.co.us>, John Swartout - DNR <john.swartout@state.co.us>, Governor John Hickenlooper

Sharing the media update from COGCC on O&G flow line review.   
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Hartman - DNR, T odd  <todd.hartman@state.co.us> 
Date: Fri, Jun 2, 2017 at 11:23 AM 
Subject: COGCC update on NTO Phase 1 
To: Todd Hartman <todd.hartman@state.co.us> 

Journalists - 

As I mentioned yesterday, processing the data from operators associated
with Phase 1 of the Flowline NTO (Notice to Operators) issued May
2 is a time-consuming process - and will continue to be. The incoming
information is voluminous.

 

As a reminder, operators were required to provide GPS location for
endpoints of all flowline risers within 1,000 feet of an occupied building
(risers are pipes rising vertically above ground).

 

A second part of the NTO, also with a May 30 deadline, required
operators to inspect all existing flowlines - regardless of distance from a
building - to verify that any existing lines not in use are abandoned
pursuant to COGCC Rule 1103. As per the NTO, any existing flowline
or pipeline riser not in use must be clearly marked using fluorescent
paint; have all operating valves removed, and be capped until it can be
cut-off below grade and sealed pursuant to Rule 1103 and this statewide
NTO.

mailto:todd.hartman@state.co.us
mailto:todd.hartman@state.co.us
http://cogcc.state.co.us/documents/home/announcements/Flowline_Notice_to_Operators_20170502.pdf
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Determining compliance with this second portion of Phase 1 of the NTO
will take additional time.

 

Here is a summary of COGCC information to date:

 

COGCC has received 129 reporters from operators. This is beyond the
116 expected based on COGCC's analysis, but the additional figure is
likely due to operators who sent iterative reports, or corrected reports.

 

COGCC has processed 80 of those reports. That means agency staff has
imported the data, reviewed it to ensure it contains the information
required and that it is standardized and organized within the larger data
set. Conducting that work is detailed and labor-intensive, not
instantaneous. Reports from all of the state’s largest operators have been
processed; the remaining reports are from smaller operators. 

 

The reports processed to date include flowlines associated
with 16,514 wells. It will take additional time for COGCC to cross-
reference all the locations submitted to ensure all wells within 1,000 feet
of a building are part of this group. In certain cases, operators may have
over-reported. For example, one large operator provided flowline
information for wells within 1,500 feet of a building.

 

It appears there may be a small number of operators that have yet to
submit the required information. COGCC will be contacting those
operators to ensure the work is conducted.

 

At this initial stage, the COGCC believes that industry is
taking compliance with the order seriously. It will take further review,
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however, to develop firmer details about overall compliance. 

Todd Hartman/Colorado Department of Natural Resources

--  
Jacque

Jacque Montgomery  
Press Secretary, Gov. Hickenlooper

P: 303.866.4361 | C:  
127 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
Jacque.montgomery@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
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Myslovskaya - GovOffice, Masha <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us>

For Immediate Release: Gov . Hickenlooper announces State’ s response following review
of oil and gas operations  
1 message

Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us> Tue, Aug 22, 2017 at 11:28 AM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Office of Gov. John Hickenlooper

Shelby Wieman | shelby.wieman@state.co.us | 303-866-4640

Gov. Hickenlooper announces State’s response following review of 
oil and gas operations

DENVER — Tuesday, Aug. 22, 2017 — Gov. John Hickenlooper today announced the state’s response following a 
three month review of oil and gas operations. He called for the review after the deadly home explosion in 
Firestone last April that killed two people and injured a third. 

“At the time of the explosion, we committed to do all we could to ensure that what happened to the Martinez 
and Irwin families never happens again,” said Governor John Hickenlooper. “The actions we announced today are 
a responsible and appropriate response that places public safety first.” 

Immediately following the explosion, the Governor ordered the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
(COGCC) to conduct a swift review of flowlines. Industry provided timely information and has shared in the 
development of these recommended next steps.

The Governor is directing work to now focus on policy initiatives. Change will come either through rulemaking or 
legislation and will fall into these areas:

Strengthening COGCC’s flowline regulations
Enhancing the 8-1-1 “one-call” program
Creating a nonprofit orphan well fund to plug and abandon orphan wells and provide refunds for in-home 
methane monitors
Prohibiting future domestic gas taps
Creating a technical workgroup to improve safety training
Requesting peer-review of some COGCC rules
Exploring an ambient methane leak detection pilot program

These initiatives should be completed within 12 months. 

Also, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) will be formally announcing that it is 
establishing an alliance with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health and the Colorado Oil and Gas Association. This alliance aims to collaboratively 
address safety within the Oil and Gas Industry by developing best practices to ensure the safety and health of its 
workforce.

”Our state is fortunate to receive a federal grant to evaluate and address worker safety specific to oil and gas 
operations” said Dr. Larry Wolk, executive director of CDPHE. “Public health and safety protections need to 
extend to these workers and we are fortunate to have the collaborative support and leadership of the the 
Governor, industry and our federal agency partners.”

mailto:shelby.wieman@state.co.us
tel:(303)%20866-4640
http://cogcc.state.co.us/#/home
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Launching in September, the partners will meet monthly to share information, determine status of activities and 
evaluate results.

###

www.colorado.gov/governor
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Myslovskaya - GovOffice, Masha <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us>

call with Doug  
6 messages

Staks - CEO, Kathleen <kathleen.staks@state.co.us> Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 9:27 AM
To: Masha Myslovskaya - GovOffice <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us>

Hey there,

Does Doug have time for a 10-15 minute call with Matt Lepore and I to talk about next steps on the oil and gas efforts? Thanks! 

--  
Kathleen Staks
Executive Director 

 
O: 303.866.2202  |  C:
1580 Logan St., Suite 100 Denver, CO 80203
kathleen.staks@state.co.us  |  www.colorado.gov/energy

  

Myslovskaya - GovOffice, Masha <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us> Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 10:05 AM
To: "Staks - CEO, Kathleen" <kathleen.staks@state.co.us>, Matt Lepore - DNR <matt.lepore@state.co.us>

Sure, let's schedule for later this week like Thursday. Can we do a 1:15 call?

Best,

Masha Myslovskaya
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff

P 303.866.6290 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject
to public disclosure.

[Quoted text hidden]

Matt Lepore - DNR <matt.lepore@state.co.us> Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 10:15 AM
To: Masha Myslovskaya - GovOffice <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us>, Kathleen Staks - CEO <kathleen.staks@state.co.us>

Masha & Kathleen:

 

Thursday 9/7/ at 1:15 is good for me.  Thank you,

Matt

mailto:kathleen.staks@state.co.us
http://www.colorado.gov/energy
https://www.facebook.com/coloradoenergyoffice
https://twitter.com/COEnergyOffice
http://www.colorado.gov/governor
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____________________  
Matthew J. Lepore  
Director

 

From: Myslovskaya - GovOffice, Masha [mailto:masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2017 10:06 AM 
To: Staks - CEO, Kathleen <kathleen.staks@state.co.us>; Ma� Lepor e - DNR <matt.lepore@state.co.us> 
Subject: Re: call with Doug

 

Sure, let's schedule for later this week like Thursday. Can we do a 1:15 call?

Best,

 

Masha Myslovskaya

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff

P 303.866.6290 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

     

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent b y or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject
to public disclosure.

 

On Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 9:27 AM, Staks - CEO, Kathleen <kathleen.staks@state.co.us> wrote:

Hey there,

 

Does Doug have time for a 10-15 minute call with Matt Lepore and I to talk about next steps on the oil and gas efforts? Thanks! 

 

--

Kathleen Staks

Executive Director

O: 303.866.2202  |  C: 
1580 Logan St., Suite 100 Denver, CO 80203
kathleen.staks@state.co.us  |  www.colorado.gov/energy

mailto:masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us
mailto:kathleen.staks@state.co.us
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http://www.colorado.gov/governor
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http://www.facebook.com/JohnHickenlooper
https://www.twitter.com/govofco
https://instagram.com/govofco
mailto:kathleen.staks@state.co.us
tel:(303)%20866-2202
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9/12/2017 State.co.us Executive Branch Mail - call with Doug

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=16d6a63d5c&jsver=6H9snhMqLA8.en.&view=pt&q=%22oil%20and%20gas%22&qs=true&search=query&th… 3/4

 

  
 

 

 

Staks - CEO, Kathleen <kathleen.staks@state.co.us> Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 10:55 AM
To: Matt Lepore - DNR <matt.lepore@state.co.us>
Cc: Masha Myslovskaya - GovOffice <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us>

Thanks all. Masha, is that the earliest Doug can do this week? I don't want to be obnoxious... :) 
[Quoted text hidden]
Kathleen Staks
Executive Director 

 
O: 303.866.2202  |  C: 
1580 Logan St., Suite 100 Denver, CO 80203
kathleen.staks@state.co.us  |  www.colorado.gov/energy

  

Myslovskaya - GovOffice, Masha <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us> Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 10:57 AM
To: "Staks - CEO, Kathleen" <kathleen.staks@state.co.us>
Cc: Matt Lepore - DNR <matt.lepore@state.co.us>

He can also do a 3:30 call on Wed, but not preferred. 

Best,

Masha Myslovskaya
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff

P 303.866.6290 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject
to public disclosure.

[Quoted text hidden]

Staks - CEO, Kathleen <kathleen.staks@state.co.us> Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 10:57 AM
To: "Myslovskaya - GovOffice, Masha" <masha.myslovskaya@state.co.us>
Cc: Matt Lepore - DNR <matt.lepore@state.co.us>

https://www.facebook.com/coloradoenergyoffice
https://twitter.com/COEnergyOffice
mailto:kathleen.staks@state.co.us
http://www.colorado.gov/energy
https://www.facebook.com/coloradoenergyoffice
https://twitter.com/COEnergyOffice
http://www.colorado.gov/governor
tel:303.866.6290
mailto:maria.myslovskaya@state.co.us
http://www.colorado.gov/governor
http://www.facebook.com/JohnHickenlooper
https://www.twitter.com/govofco
https://instagram.com/govofco
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We'll keep him happy. Thursday at 1:15 it is. 
[Quoted text hidden]
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June   15,   2017 
STRATEGIC   POLICY   INITIATIVES   AND   METRICS  

SPI   #1 :       Manage,   enhance,   preserve,   and   protect   state   lands,   wildlife,   and   their   habitat   for   the   use,   benefit,   and 
enjoyment   of   the   people   of   Colorado   and   its   visitors,   now   and   into   the   future.   

Status :    On   track 

Key   measure :       Management   of   an   endowment   of   “trust”   land   assets   held   in   perpetual,   intergenerational   public   trust 
for   the   financial   support   of   Colorado’s   public   schools   and   other   public   entities  
Progress:   

Major   Program   Area   –   State   Land   Board   ‐   School   Trust 

Measure 
School   Trust 

FY13  
Actual 

FY14  
Actual 

FY15  
Actual 

FY16   
Actual 

FY17 
June 
YTD 

1‐Year  
Goal 

3‐Year  
Goal 

Total   revenue  $124,939,389  $173,603,522  $186,923,371  $132,692,963  $102,043,017  $93,400,436  $63,975,640 

Non‐recurring 
revenue  $107,225,708  $155,898,924  $167,008,208  $109,182,259  $80,102,483  $70,654,069  $39,784,406 

Recurring 
revenue  $17,713,681  $17,704,598  $19,915,163  $23,510,704  $21,940,534  $22,746,499  $24,191,234 

 
Key   measure :       Provide   outdoor   recreation  
Progress:  

Major   Program   Area   –   Colorado   Parks   and   Wildlife 

Measure  FY13  
Actual 

FY14  
Actual 

FY15  
Actual 

FY16   
Actual 

FY17 
June 
YTD 

1‐Year  
Goal 

3‐Year  
Goal 

   State   Parks   Visitation  11,501,520  11,948,406  12,464,445  13,653,112  12,404,064  12,600,000  13,100,000 
#   of   Hunting   Licenses 

issued  537,371  553,826  556,941  556,000  558,934  530,000  530,000 

#   of   Fishing   Licenses   Issued  1,049,557  1,085,445  1.087,369  1,171,424  986,150  1,125,000   1,125,000 

 
 
SPI   #2 :       Conserve,   protect,   and   administer   Colorado’s   water   for   present   and   future   generations   in   accordance   with 
state   and   federal   laws   to   achieve   a   productive   economy   that   supports   vibrant,   sustainable   cities,   viable   and 
productive   agriculture,   and   a   robust   skiing,   recreation,   and   tourism   industry;   efficient   and   effective   water 
infrastructure;   and   a   strong   environment   that   includes   healthy   watersheds,   rivers   and   streams,   and   wildlife.  

Status :    On   track 

Key   measure :    Dam   Safety 
Progress :   Data   through   May   30,   2016 

 
Major   Program   Area   –   Division   of   Water   Resources 

Measure  FY16   
Actual 

FY17 
June 
YTD 

1‐Year   Goal  3‐Year   Goal 

Number   of   dam   inspections  660  610  572  572 

Number   of   dam   restrictions  153  145  158  158 

Number   of   dam   failure   incidents  0  0  0  0 
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June   15,   2017 
STRATEGIC   POLICY   INITIATIVES   AND   METRICS    (continued) 

SPI   #3 :       Balance   the   responsible   and   efficient   development   of   the   State’s   energy   and   mineral   resources   with   the 
protection   of   public   health,   safety,   and   welfare,   and   the   environment   including   wildlife,   from   the   negative   impacts 
associated   with   resource   development.   

Status :    On   track  

Key   measure :    Permitting   Time 
Progress :       

Major   Program   Area   –   Oil   and   Gas   Conservation   Commission 

Measure  FY13 
Actual 

FY14  
Actual 

FY15  
Actual 

FY   16 
Actual 

FY17 
June 
YTD 

1‐Year 
Goal 

3‐Year 
Goal 

Median   number   of   days   to 
process   permits  32  53  48  72  79  45  45 

 
Key   measure :    Inspection   Frequency 
Progress :       

Major   Program   Area   –   Oil   and   Gas   Conservation   Commission 

Measure  FY13 
Actual 

FY14  
Actual 

FY15  
Actual 

FY   16 
Actual 

FY17 
June 
YTD 

1‐Year 
Goal 

3‐Year 
Goal 

Average   inspection   frequency   (years)  2.7  1.8  1.5  1.3  1.3  1.5  1.4 

 
Key   measure:     Complaint   Resolution 
Progress :        

Major   Program   Area   –   Oil   and   Gas   Conservation   Commission 

Measure  FY   16 
Actual 

FY17 
June 
YTD 

1‐Year 
Goal 

3‐Year 
Goal 

Average   time   it   takes   to   resolve   a 
complaint   (days)  23  12  30  30 

 
 

MAJOR   ACCOMPLISHMENTS   AND   NOTES  

● Colorado   State   Land   Board   (SLB) :   

Oil   and   Gas   Lease   Sale   Auction   ‐    The   State   Land   Board   held   its   quarterly   auction   in   May.   The   auction 
generated   more   than   $730,000   in   rent   and   bonus   revenue   for   25   tracts. 

● Colorado   Parks   and   Wildlife   (CPW) :   

Lesser   Prairie   Chicken    ‐   The   Lesser   Prairie   Chicken   is   currently   under   consideration   by   the   US   Fish   and   Wildlife 
Service   for   listing   under   the   Endangered   Species   Act.      Last   month,   Wildlife   biologists   Jonathan   Reitz   and   Liza 
Rossi   recently   concluded   a   month‐long   effort   to   catch   and   relocate   lesser   prairie   chickens   from   stronghold 
populations   in   Kansas.   It’s   part   of   a   joint   four‐year   operation   between   CPW,   the   Kansas   Department   of   Wildlife, 
Parks   and   Tourism   and   the   U.S.   Forest   Service   to   rebuild   prairie   chicken   populations   in   a   330,000‐acre   swath   of 
southeastern   Colorado   and   southwestern   Kansas. 

Dogs   in   State   Parks    ‐      Cheyenne   Mountain   State   Park   in   Colorado   Springs   and   Mueller   State   Park   south   of   Divide 
in   Teller   County   are   going   to   break   with   tradition   and   give   dogs   a   try   on   a   limited   basis   beginning   June   1   and 
ending   Aug.   31. 

2 



Department   Monthly   Report 
Department   of   Natural   Resources,   Executive   Director   Bob   Randall 

June   15,   2017 
MAJOR   ACCOMPLISHMENTS   AND   NOTES (continued)  

● Colorado   Parks   and   Wildlife   (CPW)    (continued):   

Volunteers    ‐   A   long‐time   volunteer   at   Navajo   State   Park   was   honored   by   the   state   of   Colorado   and   the   Colorado 
Parks   and   Wildlife   Commission   at   its   June   8   meeting   in   Pagosa   Springs   for   contributing   20,000   hours   of   service. 
Terry   Zink,   known   as   the   jack‐of‐all   trades,   started   volunteering   at   the   park   as   a   year‐round   volunteer   in   2002. 

● Division   of   Water   Resources   (DWR) :  

Water   well   permitting   system    ‐   DWR   implemented   a   new   well   permitting   system   on   June   1.      DWR   uses   an 
automated   system   for   water   well   permitting   to   provide   for   accurate   and   efficient   issuance   of   permits   for   both 
the   construction   and   use   of   wells,   while   linking   the   permitting   process   to   DWR's   water   information   database   so 
that   all   aspects   of   well   information   can   be   queried,   reported,   and   analyzed.   

HB16‐1228   ‐    In   June,   a   team   from   the   Division   of   Water   Resources   completed   public   meetings   and   received 
comments   on   the   draft   rules   for   HB16‐1228.      HB16‐1228   provides   agricultural   water   rights   owner   increased 
flexibility   to   use   their   water   rights.      The   team   has   made   numerous   changes   to   the   draft   rules   and   may   file   the 
rules   in   court   as   early   as   July   2017. 

The   Republican   River   Compact   Administration   (RRCA)    ‐   RRCA   approved   the   water   use   accounting   from   2007 
through   2015   at   a   special   meeting   in   May.      The   2016   water   use   accounting   will   be   considered   for   approval   at 
the   regular   RRCA   annual   meeting   in   August.      This   brings   all   the   water   use   accounting   on   the   Republican   River 
up   to   date.      The   DWR   continues   to   work   with   the   water   users   and   the   Special   Advisory   Committee   in   drafting 
Compact   Rules   for   the   Republican   River   Compact,   which   may   require   legislation. 

Rio   Grande   River   Litigation    ‐   DWR   is   preparing   a   brief   in   response   to   the   February   2017   Special   Master’s   final 
report   on   Texas   vs.   New   Mexico   and   Colorado   case. 

● Oil   and   Gas   Conservation   Commission   (OGCC) :  

Firestone    ‐   OGCC   continues   to   prioritize   its   response   to   the   Firestone   situation.      The   Governor’s   Office   and   the 
DNR   Executive   Director   are   regularly   briefed   on   situation. 
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Citizen Input 
 
 
Phillip Doe, Jefferson County 
Subject: Firestone Explosion 
Comment: Be the Change A Colorado Association seeking to protect the public trust and 
advance good government Open letter to Governor Hickenlooper Dear Governor: Almost two 
weeks ago two young men were killed and a woman, the new wife of one of the men, was 
critically injured when the couple's home exploded in Firestone, Colorado. Eight days later 
Anadarko shut 3000 wells in the general vicinity of the destroyed home. Late last week, in the 
wake of the Firestone disaster, Great Western Oil and Gas shut down 61 of its wells with product 
pipelines that are within 250 feet of occupied buildings. Our chief concern with the Firestone 
tragedy is that the state will cover up, disguise, or sanitize the findings, that it will not be honest 
with the people, that it will actively work to shelter the industry. Neither the Firestone fire 
department, with its limited technical resources, nor the state oil and gas commission should be 
in charge of this critical investigation. Thus, we ask that you call for an independent 
investigation by a disinterested scientific body, beholding to neither local nor state government. 
Dwindling public trust demands swift and strong state action. This request is not overkill. In 
2013, after the Poudre Valley flood, the state, with little to no independent information of its 
own, rubber stamped the industry's declaration that despite numerous oil and gas facilities being 
flooded, with some being carried down river, the event resulted in minimal damage, with little 
risk to the public's health or safety. Similarly, the state and its chief medical officer, Dr. Larry 
Wolk, have discounted two studies from the Colorado School of Public Health which document 
significant increases in leukemia and birth defects among individuals living near oil and gas 
wells. We do not want these intemperate denials cavalierly repeated. Fugitive gas leakage into 
homes and businesses constitutes a dangerous and apparently imminent threat to the public's 
health and safety. Blind deference to industry must cease. Colorado must accept its constitutional 
obligation to, first, protect public health and safety. Only an independent investigation will give 
the public confidence its interests are being protected. Sincerely, Phillip T. Doe Environmental 
Director, Be the Change 
 
 
Julianne McCabe, Boulder County 
Subject: Firestone tragecy [sic] 
Comment: Mr. Haley, I read the D Camera 5/3/17 article re ?Explosion? with your statements in 
behalf of COGA re. safety first. Clearly COGA is focused on safety now. Also, clearly, cut lines 
like the one implicated in the Firestone death haven?t been of sufficient concern or Hickenlooper 
wouldn?t have ordered the testing of flow lines within 1,000 feet of buildings. COGA has a 
chance for a reality rather than propaganda based dialogue with citizens. In the ?gotcha? political 
environment - this will be hard. All phases of oil and gas operations are inherently dangerous if 



not done right. I suspect it was simple negligence the cut line wasn?t capped. This isn?t the point. 
Even if the Firestone tragedy is a ?black swan event? (the stacking of unlikely events), Black 
Swan's predictably happen in complicated systems. To say failure is highly unlikely is no 
comfort after the fact. Politically it is a dead end to insist oil and gas operations sit next to 
communities. Simply, in a perfect world, no one would choose to live next to O&G operations. 
People are next to O&G operations because of the pervasiveness of minerals rights in Colorado. 
This is another way of saying how important oil and gas are to the public welfare. The oil and 
gas industry operates because of the profit motive with the cost of ?safety? a part of the 
calculation. This short view (profit), so far, hasn?t articulated the "long view" about weaning 
ourselves from carbon. Even if one doesn?t agree with climate change, the O&G industry faces a 
very changed, more crowded northeast Colorado as our state?s population surges. Based your 
position after the Firestone tragedy (safety first) you clearly have a mixed message about the past 
(profit and power), and the ?community first? future that is here, now. The O&G industry has an 
important pulpit because of the Firestone tragedy. Please don?t miss this opportunity for dialogue 
and change. If I were either Irwin or Martinez, I?d rest better knowing my death resulted in a 
more positive world. Truly yours, Julie McCabe 
 
 
Deborah Stucklen 
Subject: Firestone Tragedy 
Comment: regarding the firestone tragedy killing two men and injuring a woman. will he insist 
on a independent investigation of the incident? they are watching and listening to find out. MO 
 
 
Elizebeth Moura 
Subject: Firestone Concern 
Comment: calling in regards to her concerns over the oil and gas findings of house explosions in 
Firestone. understands that that is wit COGC, really wants to express to the gov how concerned 
she is about putting this highly unsafe industry near homes and communities. MO 
 
Phillip Doe, Jefferson County 
Subject: Governor’s response to the Firestone tragedy 
Comment: Open letter to Governor John Hickenlooper Dear Governor: We appreciate that you 
are taking the risks associated with the Firestone explosion seriously. And while we are loath to 
play the dog in the manger, we think your response as presented in the Denver Post has 
weaknesses borne of your need to respond to the public outcry in a timely manner. We still 
request, as in our original letter of 2 days ago, an independent investigation. We think the 
public?s interest can only be served in this way, with an independent investigative panel 
empowered to hold hearings and gather information free of any outside influences. 
Government?s first and primary function, as you know, is to protect public health and safety. 



That responsibility cannot be shunted off to the oil and gas industry. Such a regulatory 
formulation, given the circumstances at hand, is unacceptable. Indeed, in our opinion, oil and 
gas's control of the playing field contributed to this disaster, and we are not convinced that their 
economic interests will allow them to be disinterested investigators. In fact, the concept is 
laughable. Think of Upton Sinclair?s expose of the meat packing industry in The Jungle as 
instructive. Thus, our recommendations are as follows: It seems highly unlikely to us that 
Anadarko, with its after-the-fact claim to be closing its lines out of an "abundance of caution," 
can be relied upon to clean up what some observers believe is an Augean mess. For instance, we 
do not understand why Anadarko would not have analyzed the reasons for production shortfall 
and taken corrective steps if gas production was below anticipated or historical levels when the 
Firestone well was reopened. If any reasonable analysis were undertaken, wouldn?t they have 
discovered the open valve to the old line they somehow forgot(?) to close? Our citizen experts 
think it was more likely a problem with the cement-on-steel seal--an integral part of every well 
construction that chronically fails over time and for which no solution exists. How a leaky well 
seal, a commonplace, especially on older wells, and an open valve to an abandoned line may 
have intersected in creating the tragedy is unknown, but should be investigated thoroughly. This 
odd and suspicious coincidence, combined with the chronic well seal problem, should cause any 
reasonable person to ask how many wells are there out there that have closed off or abandoned 
lines, and how safe are the seals and valves at the wells that close off those old lines? Indeed, 
how safe are the seals and valves at wells to working lines? What is the life expectancy of well 
seals and valves? What are industry SOPs on inspection and replacement? We cannot and should 
not let the industry answer these questions absent independent public oversight. There are other 
open questions as well, but this is front and center at the moment given what has been reported in 
the press. Corrosion of old lines also worries us. What protections are in place to insure that old 
lines, thought to be steel, are still safe? And what is the life expectancy of the steel lines and the 
newer plastic lines? And of course there is the overarching question of when is the state going to 
address the total lack of inspection of gathering lines and transport lines, of which there are many 
thousands of miles? It shakes our confidence further when the COGCC?s Director Matt Lepore 
tells us they don't have good information on the location, age, and disposition of oil and gas 
supply lines in the field. I don't think it is wild eyed to suspect either a cover up to keep wells 
working or something approaching criminal negligence. This rush to final judgment without 
hearings in which technical experts can add to the fire department's assessment is unseemly. 
Moreover, Matt Lapore's assurance another incident is unlikely to occur doesn't carry weight. He 
is a lawyer, not an expert, engineer, or scientist with deep technical knowledge. The ringing 
question is still, what is the risk this incident exposed, what holes did this incident expose in the 
state's regulatory framework, especially with regard to seal, valve, and pipeline inspection and 
safety, and what standards are used or should be used to assess risk? The public in fracked cities 
and communities, from experience, have no confidence in the COGCC or Director Lepore. 
Government has to take this lack of confidence seriously. After all, government's first 
constitutional duty, as we said at the outset, is to assure the public's health and safety. Until an 



independent risk assessment is made, and independent experts can review the information and 
the decision process, it will continue to look and smell like a quick burial of public concern, 
coinciding with the burial of the two young men killed tragically by an incident that government 
assures us is unlikely to reoccur. We are not persuaded, and with good reason. Finally, we 
welcome your understanding that there is a giant loophole in the state regulations regarding 
developers. The oil and gas industry, without a request for variance, which can be granted, must 
observe setbacks of 500 feet from homes and 1000 feet from schools, hospitals, and some other 
high occupancy buildings. Yet this standard is not applied to developers. Forget for the moment, 
as the COGCC recognizes, there is no scientific evidence to support the present industry 
setbacks--they are simply cosmetic and in response to public alarm--how can the state look the 
other way in allowing setbacks of only a 150 feet for developers in some instances, and maybe 
none at all, in others? In fact, our intelligence is that some houses have been built over old 
abandoned wells and gathering lines. Is the issue here public safety and the protection thereof, or 
is government trying to placate the developers at the same time it is playing a different placating 
game with the oil industry and yet another placating game with homeowners, city and county 
governments, and others sitting on top of various oil and gas infrastructure?? Your promise that 
the state will look at this loophole is not convincing. If the 500 and 1000-foot setbacks are 
minimums for the oil industry, how can they be any different for the developers? That loophole 
should be closed without delay if indeed it is the public?s health and safety we are interested in. 
Thanks you for your attention, and we look forward to your reply, Phillip Doe Environmental 
Director Be the Change 
 
 
Robert and Martha Hopper, Boulder County 
Subject: Independent investigation of Firestone deaths 
Comment: We are writing to request that you initiate an independent investigation of the 
Firestone explosion and resulting deaths. The most important function of government is to 
protect the health and safety of its citizens. COGCC and Anadarko cannot provide the kind of 
independent investigation that is needed. Questions around the safety and durability of old well 
valves and seals need to be answered by an independent public body. Also the need for further 
regulations around developers who are close to well sites should be studied. Thank you. 
 
 
Robert James, Jefferson County 
Subject: incident in Firestone 
Comment: Gov. Hickenlooper, I urge you to have an independent risk assessment conducted to 
find what went wrong in Firestone. Once that has been learned and documented,please push for 
corrective actions that will protect the public. This is obvious a matter of life and death and is 
your highest obligation as Gov. 
 



 
Taylor Olson 
Subject: Firestone Concern 
Comment: concerned about firestone situation, has major concerns about oil and gas drilling, 
needs gov to be a stronger advocate for his constituents 
 
 
Roger Rose, Boulder County 
Subject: Firestone, CO home explosion (Anadarko Petroleum Corp) 
Comment: I've already sent this to the Attorney General's website, but I'll ask here also. Why 
have criminal charges not yet been filed against Anadarko Petroleum Corp.and its officers for the 
home explosion in Firestone, CO? This is not just a civil issue, it is criminally negligent. They 
have already determined that the explosion was caused by an abandoned gas flow line that had 
not been disconnected from the wellhead and capped. If this were an individual, then involuntary 
manslaughter charges would already have been filed. -- Reference fire department statement on 
cause of explosion in http://kdvr.com/2017/05/02/investigators-deadly-firestone-home-
explosion-caused-by-gas-from-cut-abandoned-flow-line-to-oil-and-gas-well/ 
 
Phillip Doe, Jefferson County 
Subject: 3rd Letter Requesting an Independent Investigation of the Firestone Tragedy 
Comment: Be The Change Encourage and support grassroots activism and involvement in the 
political process as a means toward more honest and progressive governance at all levels. May 
26, 2017 Dear Governor Hickenlooper: Following the Firestone tragedy in which two young men 
were killed, a young son was left without a father, and his mother, the wife of one of the men, 
was seriously injured, we asked that you establish an independent committee to investigate the 
causes of that gas explosion and determine the risks of recurrence. We made that request in two 
letters dated May 2 and 3, 2017. They are attached for your reacquaintance. We have had no 
reply. Indeed, it appears you are still committed to allowing the industry to investigate and judge 
its own accident. In this nation, industrial accidents are investigated by independent government 
entities to determine their cause and any corrective action needed to protect the public. 
Negligence is not ruled out as a contributing factor until all the facts are known. That approach 
needs to be adopted in this case. You must abandon your hands off, ?business friendly? 
regulatory approach. The facts demand it. Indeed, we question the adequacy of Anadarko 
Petroleum closing down 3000 vertical wells, most of which are low producing wells, since the 
shut downs result in only a 3 percent loss in overall oil and gas production for the company. This 
?abundance of caution,? as they term it, smacks a little of the wolf in granny's clothes. They 
would have us believe that the problem is with old vertical wells, when in fact, the new, 
industrial-size, horizontal wells, 10 to 40 wells on a pad, pose an even greater threat to public 
safety, in our estimation. Size matters, and all wells grow old and eventually leak, as even the 
industry admits. In our opinion, all operations, old and new, and not just pipelines from old 



wells, need to be independently evaluated. The issues are gas leakage, pipeline alignment and 
maintenance, and well proximity to humans. All must be independently evaluated for the risks 
they pose to the public, especially those living close to the industry?s infrastructure, i.e., wells, 
pipelines, and storage facilities. We would remind you that Anadarko?s record in these matters is 
deplorable. In 2015, for example, the company was fined $5.15 billion in federal bankruptcy 
court for attempting to escape cleanup costs for major environmental damage done by one of its 
subsidiaries, Kerr-McGee. The prosecuting attorney in that case was Preet Bharara, the US 
Attorney for the Southern District of New York. Known as the ?Sheriff of Wall Street,? Bharara 
was recently fired by Donald Trump after being assured earlier that he could stay on. He has 
asked for an independent investigation of Trump?s Russian imbroglio to help restore confidence 
in government. The latest polls show that almost 60 percent of American citizens agree with him. 
Politicians in your party have been particularly keen on an independent investigation. And 
indeed the public pressure finally won out. Last week an independent investigator was appointed 
by Congress to investigate suspicions concerning Trump?s relationship with Russia and Vladimir 
Putin. You need to take this example to heart. Transparency must inform this investigation, and 
thoroughness must be its hallmark. A 30-day look about by the industry at its old vertical wells 
and flow lines, as you suggest, will not do it. Moreover, the COGCC?s recent vote to contest the 
Court of Appeals ruling that the agency?s first and primary obligation is not the development of 
oil and gas, as it contends, but the protection of public health and the environment, leaves us 
incredulous. Are you the Governor of this state or is Attorney General Cynthia Coffman? You 
said publicly that you did not want that decision contested. By allowing the COGCC, an agency 
under your control, to ignore your expressed policy decision to implement the court?s 
recommendations, are you not creating a constitutional crisis? Are you not, by inaction, 
abdicating the executive branch to Ms Coffman and the oil industry? One thing is for sure, the 
rogue actions of the COGCC and its executive director, Matt Lepore, must be addressed. Dr. 
Larry Wolk, the state?s demonstrably weak chief medical officer, who as board member on the 
oil and gas commission voted to contest rather than protect public health, is a special case. You 
appointed them all. Forced resignations and terminations are in order. Quite frankly governor, as 
we?ve said before, the COGCC?s formulation that it had the obligation to promote oil and gas 
development 50 percent of the time and protect public health the environment other 50 percent is 
an absurd and infantile formulation, one devoid of all logic. Even more embarrassing is the fact 
that the Court of Appeals had to remind your agency what was in its own published guidelines. 
Those guidelines declare the agency?s first obligation to be the protection of public health and 
the environment. There is nothing to contest, but there is much to correct. We are aware that the 
federal National Transportation Safety Board will be looking at the Firestone pipeline explosion, 
for pipelines are considered a mode of transportation for oil and gas. But this examination, while 
potentially helpful, will be limited in scope. Moreover, NTSB?s investigation cannot substitute 
for your constitutional obligation as recited in your oath of office to protect the public?s health 
and safety. That promise and obligation can only be fulfilled with an open and full investigation 
of the risks to people living near oil and gas development. For these reasons and others, we the 



citizens and organizations listed below ask for a thorough independent investigation, for only 
then can public confidence in government be restored. Be The Change Phillip Doe, 
Environmental Director Colorado Rising Wall of Women Colorado Jews Of The Earth 350 
Colorado Lakewood Fracktivists Food and Water Watch North Metro Neighbors for Safe Energy 
WildEarth Guardians Metro Denver Community Rights What the Frack?! Arapahoe Douglas 
County Greens The Question Alliance Our Health, Our Future, Our Longmont PROTECT OUR 
LOVELAND Loretto Earth Network Fractivist.org 
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STATE OF 
COLORADO 

Fwd: Press Release 

--- Forwarded message ---

Statc.co us Executive Branch Mail Fwd Press Release 

Crews - GovOffice., Michael <michael.crews@state.co.us> 

From: McMillian, Amanda <Amanda.McMillian@anadarko.com;:.. 
Date: Wed, Apr 26, 2017 at 3:57 PM 
Subject: Press Release 
To: "jackic.melmed@state.co.us" <jackie melmed@state.co.us> 

Jacki: 

My name is Amanda McMillian - 1rm the General Counsel at Anadarko. I understand that you've spoken with Ken 
Salazar, who suggested that 1 reach out and connect with you. I've attached the press release we just issued 
regarding Firestone. Please let me know if you have any questions. My contact infonnation is below. 

I look forward to meeting you at some point. 

Kind regards, 

Amanda McMillian 

Amanda M. McMillian 

https;J/mail.google.comlmrul/u/017ui::.2&ik.:.7c43bc09ce&vscw:::pt&q=kaliemclougllli n%40slatc.co us&qs~ruc&scarch=qucry&th~ISc I I fbc777708fc&simlx !S, . 11:! 



5/1812017 Stale.co.us Executive Branch Mail • Fwd; Press Release 

Senior Vice President, General Counsel, 
Corporate Secretary & Chief Compliance Officer 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 
uot Lake Robbins Drive 
The Woodlands, TX mSo 
832.636.7584 (p) 1 832.&36.0574 m 

Click here for Anadarko's Electronic Mail Disclaimer 

Jacki Cooper Melmed 
Chief Legal Counsel 
Governor John Hickenlooper 
136 State Capitol Building 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
303.866.3788 (direct) 
720.252.7333 (cell) 
jackic.melmed@state.co.us 

~ APC Statement on Firestone Tragedy 4·26·17.pdf 
64K 

hnps://mail.google.com/mail/u/OI?ui: 2&ik::7c43be09cc&view: pl&q: kalie.mcloughlin%40stale.co.us&qs• lrue&search;query&lh"'IScllfbe777708fc&siml"'l5 ..• 212 



NEWS 

At\nadariCPa 
Petroleum Corporation 

ANADARKO ISSUES STATEMENT 
REGARDING COLORADO OPERATIONS 

HOUSTON, April 26, 2017 - Anadarko Petroleum Corporation (NYSE: APC) provided the 

following statement regarding the tragic home explosion and fire in Firestone, Colo., that occurred on 

April 17. 

"This terrible tragedy has left all of us with heavy hearts, and the families and their loved ones 

are in our thoughts and prayers," said AI Walker, Anadarko Chairman, President and CEO. "Words 

cannot express how saddened we are that this occurred in a community where many of our 

employees, their families, and friends live and work. We share the community's gratitude for the 

courageous response of neighbors and nearby construction crews who quickly came to the aid of the 

family, as well as the first responders and others who made sure surrounding homes were kept safe." 

While there is still much that is not yet known regarding the potential contributing factors, 

Anadarko operates an older vertical well that was drilled by a previous operator in 1993 and is 

located approximately 200 feet from where the home was recently built. As such, the company has 

been working cooperatively with fire officials and state regulatory agencies in their investigations 

since the time of the accident. 

While these events remain under active investigation and much remains to be determined, in 

an abundance of caution, since the company operates more than 3,000 producing vertical wells of the 

same vintage, it has taken proactive measures to shut in all vertical wells across the counties in 

northeast Colorado where it operates. The wells will remain shut in until the company's field 

personnel can conduct additional inspections and testing of the associated equipment, such as 

facilities and underground lines associated with each wellhead. Particular focus is being placed on 

areas where housing and commercial developments are occurring in close proximity to existing 

infrastructure. The wells will not be restarted until each has undergone and passed these additional 

inspections. Anadarko currently anticipates the process will take two to four weeks, depending on 

weather. The wells currently account for total production of about 13,000 net barrels of oil equivalent 

per day. 

"Our teams will remain actively engaged with residents in the Firestone community," said 

Brad Holly, Anadarko Sr. Vice President, U.S. Onshore Exploration and Production. "Colorado 
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residents must feel safe in their own homes, and I want to be clear that we are committed to 

understanding all that we can about this tragedy as we work with each investigating agency until 

causes can be determined." 

This news release containsfon•·ard-looking slatements willrin tire meaning of Section 27A of the Securilies Act of 1933 
and Seclion 21 E of the Securilies Exchange Acl of 193-1. Anadarko believes lhal its e:rpeclalions are based on reasonable 
assumplions. No assurance, however, can be given thai such e.tpectations will prove to /rave been correct. A number of 
faclors could cause aclltal resulls lo differ maleriallyfrom I he projeclions. anticipaled resulls or other e.Ypeclations 
expressed in this nell's release, including the timing of operational activities and determinatiolfS or other factors related 
to investigatory efforts. See "Risk Factors" in the company's 2016 Annual Report on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on 
Form 10-Q and other public filings and press releases. Anadarko undertakes no obligation to publicly update or revise 
any fonvard-looking statemems 

# # # 

Anadarko Contacts 

INVESTORS: 
Robin Fielder, robin.fielderfalanadarko.com, 832.636.1462 

Jim Grant, james.gu:mJ@:.mada.rkn.com, 832.636.8320 

Pete Zagrzecki, pete.zagrzecki@anadarko.com, 832.636.7727 

MEDIA: 
John Christiansen, john.christiansen@anadarko.com, 832.636.8736 



'ii1SI1011' State ~o u~ 1-\~cuti\c Hrnndt Mml FW APC statement 

STATE OF 
COLORADO Crews - GovOffice, Michael <michael.crews@state.co.us> 

From: Taylor, Chantell [matlto Chanteii.Taylor@anadarko com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 02, 2017 8:07 PM 
To: amy venturi@state.co us 
Subject: APC statement 

In case you haven't seen it... 

Chck here for Anadarko s Electrontc Mat I Dtsclaimer 

~ APC Statement on Firestone Tragedy 5-2-17.pdf 
51K 

http~ 11 mail.googlc.cmn/maillu/O/'!ui=-2&ik= 7c4:lhcii'J<:c&\ icw =rt&.~car<.h-mlmx&th= I 'X0cvl947050da I &simi= 15clkc49470ilkla I 
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A.\nildiirlepl 
Petroleum Corpo ration 

ANADARKO ISSUES STATEMENT 

REGARDING FIRESTONE ACCIDENT 

HOUSTON, May 2, 2017 - Anadarko Petroleum Corporation (NYSE: A PC) provided the following 

statement regarding the Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District"s results of investigation into the 

tragic accident in Firestone, Colo .• which occurred on April 17. 

··1 know I speak for everyone at Anadarko when I say that our thoughts and prayers remain 

with the Martinez and Irwin families as they continue to mourn the loss of their loved ones." said AI 

Walker, Anadarko Chairman, President and CEO. "The safety of our employees and the people who 

live and work in the communities in which we operate is our number one priority. Consistent with 

that, and out of an abundance of caution, last week we shut in our vertical wells in the Oak Meadows 

area and throughout the basin. We hope that doing so also provided some additional reassurance to 

the community in the wake of this tragic accident. We will continue to take all necessary and 

appropriate steps in that regard, and will continue to cooperate fully with all ongoing investigations to 

ensure we fully understand the basis for the fire district"s conclusions and that no stone is left 

unturned prior to any final determinations:· 

The company also will continue to work with the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 

Commission {COGCC) on additional steps or actions the agency deems necessary. 

lhis news release c:onlainsfonl'ard-looking statements u ithin the meaning ofSection 2 7.1 qf the Securities Act of" 193 3 
and Section21 F: of the Securities E.xc:hange A etc~( /93../ . Anadarko belie\'1!.~ that its expectations are based on rea.wmah/1! 
assumption.~. No assurance, hou ever, can be givl!nthat sm:h e:rpectations will prove to lwve been correct. . I mtmhl!r cif 
factors could cause actual rl!.ntlts to dfffi:r matl!rial/yji-om the pmjectiom. alllicipated results or other expectations 
expressed in this news re/ea.~e. including the timing c~(operational actil-ilie.\· and determinations or otherfactors related 
to invesligatory efforts. See "Risk Factors" in the company's 2016 A nnua/ Ueport on hmn 10-K, Quart a(•' Ueports on 
Form 10-Q and other pub/ic(tlings und press releases .. lnadal'ko undertakes no obligation to publicly update ort·evi,·e 
any.fonwrd-louking statemellls. 

Anadarko Contacts 

INVESTORS: 

## # 

Robin Fielder, robin. fic lden£/'anadarko.com, 832.636.1462 

Jim Grant, jamcs.gran t ~a:anadarko.com , 832.636.8320 

Pete Zagrzecki , pctc.zagr/ cd. i 1 tl ~anadarko.com, 832.636.7727 

MEDIA: 

John Christiansen, john.christianscnrli.'anadurko.com, 832.636.8736 



~talc.c:n us hccutivc Hmnch Mml - hnl Amularkn' Recent Statement nn Cnlnmdo Opcmtinns 

STATE OF 
COLORADO 

From: Taylor, Chantell <Chantell Taylor@anadarko com> 
Date: Wed, Apr 26, 2017 at 3:41 PM 

Crews ~ GovOffice., Michael <michael.crews@state.co.usO> 

Subject: Anadarko's Recent Statement on Colorado Operations 
To: "laune w1lhams@state co. us" <laune wilhams@state co. us> 

Hi Laune, 

I wanted to reach out to you personally about the trag1c home explosion and fire in Firestone Colo , wh1ch occurred on 
Apnl 17. AI and others on our team have spoken With the Governor, but I wanted to let you know you can reach out to me 
1f you need anything at all as th1s unfolds over the coming weeks Our statement is attached 

Chantell 

Chantell Taylor, Esq 

Government Relations Manager 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 

1 099 1ath Street, Suite 1800 

Denver, CO 80202 

Chantell Taylor@Anadarko.com 

Direct: (720) 929-6093 

hu ps II mall ,gonglc.cnm/m"il/u/Of'!ui=2&ik= 7c4~ .llcmkc&\'lCI\'=pt&,c:lrLh=•nlln\&th: I idlcdc050-Ba0nf&~iml- 15c0cddhr 46rdh8a&t.lml - l jdJcddi504JaOal ' -'J 



----- Forwarded message -----
From: Williams- GovOffice, Laurie <laune w1lhams@state co us> 
Date: Wed, Apr 26, 2017 at 3:50PM 
Subject: Re. Anadarko's Recent Statement on Colorado Operations 
To: 'Taylor, Chantell" <Chantell Taylor@anadarko com> 

Thank you for sharing the statement, Chantell . 

Laurie Williams 
E11ergy and Natural Resources Polley Adv1sor 

COLORADO 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 

P 303.866 2110 1 c aoa 387 9157 
136 State Cap1tol, Denver CO 80203 
laune.w1lhams@state co us 1 www colorado gov/governor 

hups :l(mail.gouglc .com/mai l/u/O/'!ui=2&ik=7c-t3bc09cc&1·icw:=pt&scarch=inhn~&th= 15clkdc()~(~ ~.10al &~iml-= 15dkddbf-U,]dhlla&siml= I 'k (kdcOi(~~aO:lf l t.l 



;:ii l.illlll7 Slalc.cu.us Exc~uli\·c Hr.111ch Mail· Fwd: Anmlmko's Rcccnl Slalcmcnl on Culor.ulo Opcr.uions 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA). alf messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-ma1l account may 
be subject to public disclosure. 

On Wed, Apr 26, 2017 at 3:41 PM, Taylor, Chantell <Chanteii.Taylor@anadarko.com> wrote: 

Hi Laurie, 

I wanted to reach out to you personally about the tragic home explosion and fire in Firestone, Colo., which occurred on 
April 17 AI and others on our team have spoken with the Governor, but I wanted to let you know you can reach out to 
me 1f you need anything at all as th1s unfolds over the coming weeks. Our statement is attached 

Chan tell 

Chantell Taylor, Esq. 

Government Relations Manager 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 

1099 181h Street, Suite 1800 

Denver, CO 80202 

Chantell Taylor@Anadarko com 

Direct: (720} 929-6093 

Main: (720) 929-6000 

Mobile: (303) 333-1923 

Click here for Anadarko's Electromc Ma1l Disclaimer 

hllps limnil .gouglc .comlmai llu.IOI1ui.:Z&ik"'7c4,lbc09cc&\ icw~pl&scnrch"'i nhox&th., l5dk:dcO.'iti.J3tl0>~f &~iml ::::o l5dlcddbf .J(JI'd hH;1&siml .: I ;'icllcdcO'iO.J3nO;~f :v~ 



NEWS 

A.\nad .. .,.... 
Petroleum Corporation 

ANADARKO ISSUES STATEMENT 

REGARDING COLORADO OPERATIONS 

HOUSTON, April 26. 2017 - Anadarko Petroleum Corporation (NYSE: A PC) provided the 

following statement regarding the tragic home explosion and fire in Firestone. Colo., that occurred on 

Aprill7. 

"This terrible tragedy has left all of us with heavy hearts, and the families and their loved ones 

are in our thoughts and prayers;· said AI Walker. Anadarko Chairman, President and CEO. "' Words 

cannot express how saddened we are that this occurred in a community where many of our 

employees, their families, and friends live and work. We share the community's gratitude for the 

courageous response of neighbors and nearby construction crews who quickly came to the aid of the 

family, as well as the first responders and others who made sure surrounding homes were kept safe.' ' 

While there is still much that is not yet known regarding the potential contributing factors, 

Anadarko operates an older vertical well that was drilled by a previous operator in 1993 and is 

located approximately 200 feet from where the home was recently built. As such. the company has 

been working cooperatively with fire oflicials and state regulatory agencies in their investigations 

since the time of the accident. 

While these events remain under active investigation and much remains to be determined, in 

an abundance of caution, since the company operates more than 3,000 producing vertical wells of the 

same vintage, it has taken proactive measures to shut in all vertical wells across the counties in 

northeast Colorado where it operates. The wells will remain shut in until the company's field 

personnel can conduct additional inspections and testing of the associated equipment, such as 

facilities and underground lines associated with each wellhead. Particular focus is being placed on 

areas where housing and commercial developments arc occurring in close proximity to existing 

infrastructure. The wells will not be restarted until each has undergone and passed these additional 

inspections. Anadarko currently anticipates the process will take two to four weeks, depending on 

weather. The wells currently account for total production of about 13,000 net barrels of oil equivalent 

per day. 

··our teams will remain actively engaged with residents in the Firestone community; · said 

Brad Holly, Anadarko Sr. Vice President, U.S. Onshore Exploration and Production. "Colorado 



2 
residents must feel sate in their own homes, and I want to be clear that we are committed to 

understanding all that we can about this tragedy as we work with each investigating agency until 

causes can be determined.'' 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation's mission is to deliver a competitive and sustainable rate of return 
to shareholders by exploring for, acquiring and developing oil and natural gas resources vital to the 
world's health and welfare. As of year-end 2016, the company had 1.72 billion barrels-equivalent of 
proved reserves, making it one of the world's largest independent exploration and production 
companies. For more information about Anadarko and APC Flash £i'eed updates, please vi~it 

'"' W \\ .anadarko.com. 

/his news releuse comains.fwward-looking statement,\· willrinthe meaning c?(S1xthm 2i. J c~/ the Sec:urities. kt of /933 
and Section 21 E c!ftlu: Securities l:.xdwnge Jet cif /93.f. Anadarko helie1•e.\· that its expectations are hased on rea.Hmahlc 
as.mmptions. No assurance, 110\I'CI'er, can he giwn that such expeclation,r will prove to have heen correct A numhcr c!l 
.factors could cause actual results to differ material~v.ft •mntlre pn!iecticms. amidpe~ted results or other exper:luticm.\ 
expressed in this neu•s release, induding the timing cij operationul activitier and determinations or other./{u:lol's riJiclled 
to im·estigatoiJ' efforts Sw "Risk /:actors" in the company~\- 2016 Annual Ueport on Fcmn /(}. /<,.", Quarler(v Ueporl.r on 
Form /0-Q and other puhlir:_fi/ings und press rt!leases. Amufarko undertaktJs no obli~atilm to publh·~\' updute or rel'isl! 
lll{\' fo/11 arcf-looki11g stalt.!llll!llls 

# ## 

Anadarko Contacts 

INVESTORS: 
Robin Fielder, robin.ficldcrw unud.lrl..o.LOm, 832.636.1462 

Jim Grant, jmnes.grant(ii'anadnrku.com, 832.636.8320 

Pete Zagrzeck i, pete .;;agr7eckio a ltmadJ rl..o .com. 83 2.636. 772 7 

MEDIA: 
John Christiansen, john.chri~tian-.cn a anadarl..o .com, 832.636.8736 



5'1512017 State.co.us Executive Branch Mail- Coffee with DC11118 

• STATE OF 
COLORADO Finch - GovOffice, Lauren <lauren.finch@state.co.us> 

Coffee with Donna 
3 messages 

Finch • GovOfftce, Lauren <lauren.finch@state.co.us> 
To: Jenifer Brandebeny <jenifer@bbmk.com> 

Jenifer, 

Thu, Apr 20, 2017 at 12:43 PM 

Lt. Governor Donna Lynne has had a conflict pop up on Monday morning. Please let me know if you are able to 
reschedule for any of the following dates/times. 

4/26 at Bam 
5/4 at Bam 

Best, 
Lauren 

Lauren Finch 
Executive Assistant to Lt. Governor Donna Lynne 

A COLORADO 
VI' Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne 

p 303.866.4075 
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
lauren.finch@state.co.us I www.colorado.gov/ltgovemor 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA). all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may 
be subject to public disclosure. 

Marla Sorensen <maria@bbmk.com> Thu, Apr 20, 2017 at 12:56 PM 
To: "Finch- GovOffice, Lauren" <lauren.finch@state.co.us>, Jenifer Brandeberry <jenifer@bbmk.com> 

Hello Lauren- This is Maria, Jenifer's scheduler. The 26th at Sam will work for her. 

Thank you! 

Maria 

From: Finch - GovOffice, Lauren [mailto:lauren.finch@state.co.us] 
Sent: Thursday, April20, 201712:43 PM 
To: Jenifer Brandeberry <jenifer@bbmk.com> 
Subject: Coffee with Donna 

[Quoted text hiddenl 

hltps://mai l.google.com/maillu1017ui=2&ik= 785494e9af&view=pt&q=%40bbmk&qs=true&search=query&lh= 15b8cbf1bdcce7c9&siml= 15b8cacc1Jc59dbf&siml=1. •• 112 



512212017 State.co.us Executive Branch Mail - FW: TODAY'S STATE CUPS-Tuesday. May 16th 2017 

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY & DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email message is attorney 
privileged and confidential, Intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this email is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by calling (303)-223-1300 and delete the 
message. Thank you. 

hllps://mai l.google.com/maillb'360iu/017ui=2&ik:=7964d483e6&view=~BrONnslein&qs=lrue&search:query&lh= 15c11eb2f1179f1d&siml= 15c11eb21'1179f1d 22122 



5'2212017 . . State.co.us Exacutive BrliWlCh Mall- FW: TODAY'S STATE CLIPS-Tuesday, May 16th 2017 

Durango Herald: Editorial: Crafted beverages: Thirsty travelers to benefit from new promotion of crafted 
beverage culture 

05/15/2017 

Travelers seeking to experience the true flavor of a place are getting a helping hand from a unique marketing effort, 
"Crafted Beverages of SW Colorado," launched last week by the Durango Area Tourism Office to celebrate Southwest 
Colorado's crafted beverage culture. 

Food and beverages have long helped to create memories of a place. People travel (and often return) with this In mind. 
Think New Orleans beignets, California and French wines, Kansas City barbecue and Kentucky bourbon. The list goes on. 

So why not package and promote the almost 30 independent breweries, wineries, distilleries, cideries and craft soda 
producers that dot the Southwest Colorado landscape~ 

That is what Bob Kunkel, outgoing DATO director and promotion brainchild, thought In submitting a proposal last fall to the 
Colorado Tourism Office. It Is a great idea, and no wonder 00 met It with enthusiasm- and a $20,000 matching grant. 

Taking cues from a hot springs loop that links Glenwood Springs with Ouray, Pagosa Springs, Buena Vista and Steamboat 
Springs, It Is the first promotion of Its kind focused on craft beverages, In Colorado and perhaps the country. 

The initiative is designed to help producers, mostly small-business owners based in communities with limited marketing 
dollars, increase awareness of products In the region, promote the long list of beverage-featured events and draw more 
people from both Colorado and the surrounding states to the region. 

An attractive logo, map and website (at durango.org/crafted-beverages) highlight where to find a variety of alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic craft beverage flavors from Ridgway to Durango, Cortez to Pagosa Springs. Most of the producers offer 
tours and invite travelers to sample their products and, to avoid drinking and driving, stay the night. 

The effort gives a nod to the artisan economy that defines places like Portland, Orego~, to showcase the products, passion 
and ingenuity of local entrepreneurs. Increasing support for these producers increases support for their local purchasing as 
well. 

Mike and Amy McCardell, owners of Durango Craft Spirits, buy non-GMO corn from the Ute Mountain Ute tribe in Towaoc 
and other gralns"from the Colorado Malting Co. In Alamosa. Steamworks seasonally sources fresh hops from Black Farm in 
Bayfield and malt from Colorado malting in the San Luis Valley. SKA Brewing and Brew seasonally buy locally- and 
Colorado-grown fruit, malt and hops, too. 

As Kunkel said, "Durango benefits, the reg ian and state benefits, the producers benefit - and all boats rise." 

We hope for and toast to their success. 

hUps:J/mail.google.com/mail/hi3&Yu/Or?ui=2&ik=7964d483e6&vifNI=pl&q=BrONnslein&qs=lrue&sean:h=query&th=15c11eb2f1179f1d&siml=15c11eb2f1179f1d 21/22 



512212017 Slate.co.us Executive Branch Mail · FW: TOOAY'S STATE CLIPS. Tuesday, May 16th 2017 

After legislators ended their 120-day session Wednesday, Gov. John Hickenlooper said that he would consider a special 
session to deal with d isappointing outcomes involving rural broadband Internet, funding of the state energy office, health 
care policy and transportation funding. 

Skeptics, Including Senate President Kevin Grantham, R-Caiion Oty, e~~:pressed doubt the divided Legislature would 
accomplish more than It did the fi rst time around. 

If the governor spreads the focus of legislators over four diverse subjects, Grantham Is probabty correct. If Hickenlooper 
chooses one topic, and makes It funding of tra.nsportatlon, lawmakers will have a clear and attainable obiectlve. 

In discussing a special session with ColoradoPolitics.com, Hlckenlooper mentfoned going for a tax Increase again. 
leglsla1ors failed during the regular session to put a 0 .62 percent sales tax on the ballot. A survey found the tax had scant 
public support. 

Voters are not Ukely to support a new transportation tax. They feel spoofed. 

State politicians a re spending record-b reaking revenues a nd claiming poverty. The Colorado Department of Transportation 
committed $150 million to new office space, while leavlt~g roads and bridges eo crumble. 

By allowing deterioration, state offlciaJs probably think vote ts will give In and agree to new taxes. 

Over 20 years, groW1h In state spending has fncreased by nearly $13 billion when adjusted for Inflation. Revenues have 
nea rly doubled, as population and Incomes have grown; but most of our roads and bridges hove seen no progress, 

Colorado Springs and Denver have grown by hundreds of thousands of ta~~:pay{ng residents In the past two decades. 
Meanwhlle, Ike only freeway linking these cities has no additiona l capacity for 17 mlies between Monument and Castle 
Rock. Crashes are common. Ambulances get stuck In traffic. 

North of DeRver, 1-25 capacity Is woefully Inadequate between Loveland and Fort Collins. Portions of 1-70, west of Denver, 
have also been neglected for d ecades. 

Transportation funding, as a percentage of the budget, dwindled from nearly 8 percent 20 yean ago to about 5 percent 
in 2016. Politicians hove forced taxpayers to live with deadly and Inadequate highways, while funding an ever-e~~:panding 

Medicaid program that benefits about 20 percent of the state's population. 

State government's neglect continues costing lives and impeding economic growth. It Is so bad the Colorado-based 
rndependence lnst!Me wants a "Fix Our Damn Roads" ballot measure that would force legislators and the governor to 
prioritize transportation. 

The game of chicken needs to stop. Call a special session to focus on highways, bridges, roads, and nothing more. If 
polltlclam can't do this, voters will do It for them. 

hUps://mail .tp:JIJe.ccm/maillbi'J6G'l.illl=2&ik=7964d483e6&vifiN~pt&q=Brownstein&qs=true&search=query&th=15c11 eb2f1179f1d&siml=15c11eb2f1179f1 d 20'22 



S'2212017 . S1ale.co.us Executive Branch Mail- FW: TODAY'S STATE CLIP~ Tuesday, May 16th 2017 

Clark recently stepped down as the CEO of the Metre Denver Economic Development Corp. 

He's synonymous with several bricks-and-mortar proJects that have shaped the Denver metro area: Denver International 
Airport, the city's commuter rail system, the stadium at Mile High, Coors Reid and the Colorado Convention Center, to name 
a few. But his legacy Is more about the way he set the table for business- through collaborations and by leveraging 
amenities and quality of life Into workforce development gains. 

Unbeknown to most, western Colorado has always had an ally In Clark. His organization has had a seat on the Grand 
Junction Economic Partnership board for years. So he's familiar with our challenges, which aren't that much different from 
the ones Denver faced 30 years ago. 

Clark, 68, was In town Saturday for the Colorado Cooperation Conference. The most Important address during 
commencement week didn't take place at a school. When someone with Clark's resume offers economic-development tips, 
best to listen. 

For all of Its economic frenzy, Denver Isn't necessarily the Colorado visitors might be expecting. The traffic, the Infuriating 
commutes, the longer-than-anticipated treks to Interact with nature, the expensive housing - combine to make other 
communities In Colorado without these Issues more attractive by comparison. We're decades from that problem zone. 

Grand Junction's best bet Isn't catering to recent graduates, but appealing to companies led by people who are Interested 
In things like good schools, outdoor recreation and affordable housing, Clark said. Do the things that appeal to these more 
settled, but still-ambitious professionals and we'll begin laying the foundation for a vibrant, buzzy city that will eventually 
attract younger people. 

Grand Junction has several ingredients for a winning recipe. It has a university providing exposure of the area to future 
professionals. It has Incentive packages that give us a competitive footing for expansions and relocations. It has a history of 
collaboration for civic Improvement and public-private partnerships. 

In reviewing his achievements on the MDEDC website, Clark said one of the smart things the Denver business community has 
done Is to be the "first money In" to support community Investment. 

When business engages with government, as opposed to standing on the sidelines nodding or opposing, It "creates a really 
different dynamic," he said. 

These observations - by the godfather of economic development In Colorado - suggest that one of the most Important 
collaborations we can undertake Is to have the business community lead an effort to pass local funding Initiatives to 
Improve our schools. 

Let's hope It culminates In an offer we can't refuse. 

Colorado Springs Gazette: Editorial: Call a special session, for transportation only 

05/16/2017 
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Yet a review of the plan to pilot the tablets convinces us this Idea Is wonh trying. As CoTorado Department of Corrections 
Director Rick Raemisch tells us, this program is meant to make Colorado safer and redvce crime. The more we consider the 
potential for this program, the more we see his point. 

The Denver Post•s Kirk Mitchell recently reported, the Colorado Department of Corrections has given 8,000 Inmates 
specially designed wireless tablets with access to a CQfrectlons-contro11ed library of bookf~ music alld non-violent video 
games. The tablets, which aren't connected lo the Internet, also allow Inmates to send te)tt messages, which are first read 
by prison guards, to the outside world. The devices aho a"ow phone call1, which, again, are monitored by staff. 

No tax money Is spent on the program, which Is paid for by prisoners every time they text or call. Soon the tablets will be 
used to offer vocational courses and other programs meant to help prepare the Inmates for their eventual release fnto an 
Increasingly technological world. If the pilot program proves efficacious, it would be expanded wUhln Colorado's 1 8,000-
lnmate population and perhap·s across the nation. 

Raemlsch says the tablets help build technological sk!Us In a population that Includes thousands wko have never even had a 
smartphone. The program provides an Jnc:redible carrot-and-stick Incentive to mind the rules and avoid loss of the devices. 

Prisoners already have the right to mall aiiiCI phone calls, an:c:l digital technology makes a lot more sense. The tablets allow 
staff to more easily and comprehensively screen for violations and coded messages than they are able to do with normal 
mall. And If the pilot shows that transltlonlng fo e lectronic communication Is workable, prisons would be able to phase out 
much traditional malt and the problems wUh contraband It can allow. 

As for the entertainment question, It's reasonable enough to think of the program as the contemporary alternative to 
t.:adl,ional prison libraries and recreation areas tha t already offer board games, card games and the like. 

Certainly, If prison officials find the tablets are being used for the advanceme l'!4 of criminal enterpr+ses, or otherwise create 
danger In the cellbloclc, the program will have to be rethought or scrapped. 

But why not try? As Raemlsch puts It: Criminals are sent to prison as punishment, not for punishment once they get there, 
Correc:tlons staff would be wrong to miss the opportunity to refofm the many Inmates susceptible to change. Prison 
programs that encourage respect and keep the peace help prepare the 97 percent of Inmates who someday w111 again 
live among us. We should want them reformed, law-abiding and able to earn a good enough living that they aren't 
tempted to return to crime. 

If the pilot skows the tablets help fulfill that goal, then they're worth continuing. 

Grand Jundion Daily Sentinel: Editorial: A nod to the godfather 

05/16/2017 

To know Tom Cla•k is to know the story of Denver's transformation from a smog-choked city trying to rebound from its own 
boom-bust energy rut of the early 1980s to the economic powerhouse that millennia Is floclc to today. 

The long-term strategy he developed with other key players 30 years ago has made the Front Range metro area the envy 
of economic development chiefs across the country .. 
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Denver Post: Report: Com cast NBCU paid $230 million for stake In Denver's Craftsy 

By Tamara Chuang 

05/15/2017 

Tech-news site Recede has reported that Comcast NBCUniversal paid $230 million for a maJority stake In Craftsy, the 
Denver educational video site. 

In Its story posted Friday, Recede cited the Ax los Pro Rata newsletter from Dan Primack. In the letter, Primack said 
credited "a source familiar with the deal" who said the price was $225 million cash plus some retention structure costs. 

Primack also said, "This appears to be the richest exit ever for a startup that participated in the Venture Capital Investment 
Competition, having 'pitched' during the finals Chapel Hill five years ago." 

NBCUnlversal Is also an investor In Axios, but Primack said It wasn't his source. 

Craftsy, which officially launched In 2011 offering video tutorials on topics ranging from sewing to cooking, announced last 
week it was being acquired by the media and cable TV giant. But financial details -Included price and NBCU's 
ownership stake - were not released. 

NBCU said Craftsy and Its team of 190 employees will remain In Denver and a new a-commerce facility In Indianapolis. 
Bonnie Hammer, chairman of NBCUnlversal's Cable Entertainment Group, said there could be synergies between the how. 
to site and NBCU's own content, such as Bravo's "Top Chef" and Syfy's "Face Off." 

Craftsy's CEO John levisay, who said last fall that annual revenues were around $60 million, said last week the acquisition 
gives Craftsy ac:c:ess to Comcast's resources and distribution platform. 

Levisay and two other Craftsy co-founders have agreed to stay with the company for at least four years. Craftsy had 
raised about $1 03 million In venture capital, attracting Its most recent Investment of $50 million in 2014. 

Opinion 

Denver Post: Editorial: Tablet computers could prove valuable in helping reform Inmates 

05/15/2017 

No doubt, many will criticize allowing prison inmates in Colorado to use electronic tablets as softhearted and 
wrongheaded. No doubt, many of those who have been victimized by crime will share that view. We'll say from the outset 
that, as we take up this question, we definitely sympathize. 

Indeed, It came as a rude shock that criminals in lock·up are getting to use tablets to listen to music, play games, text and 
call friends and loved ones. 
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Earlier fills year Emerald announced It was pulling Outdoor Retailer out of Its 20-year home In Salt l ake O ty after the 
2018 show, citing the outdoor Industry's anger with Utah's policies advocating for the transfer of certain federal lands to 
the sta*e and the dismantling of recent national monument designations. The cultural argument- moving the show to a 
~ate where both politicians and residents celebrate federal public lands -Is a key component of Denver's bid, which also 
Includes a request to host Emerald's annual tnterblke cycling Industry trade show. 

"We have evolved Into a gravitational hub for some of the most Iconic companies and nonproflts within the outdoor 
recreation Industry," reads a full-page ad a consortliii'JI of more than 120 of the state's outdoor companies ran In The 
Denver Post last month, urging Emerald to consider Colorado. "Innovating organizations a re drawn to our entrepreneurial 
spirit and a deep commitment to our lands a n:d waters." 

Denver would host the winter and summet Outdoor Retailer trade shows at the Colorado Convention Center and the 
National Western Complex. A final decision from Emerald should come within a month. 

One lynchpln Is Denver's annual Snowsports Industries America trade show in January, which Is booked lhrough 2030 at the 
convention center. SIA has an agreement with the cley of Denver to not have any competing outdoor trade shows In the 
weeks before and after the late-January SIA Snow Show. 

For Denver to land Outdoor Retailer, Emerald and StA wilt need fo reoch an agreement, possibly a merger. SIA and 
Outdoor Retailer offer similar busi~~~ess-to-buslnes1 trade shows thot can be a financial drain for retailers and 
manufacturer-S who anend both. In recent yea~, as the t rade shows evolved from strictly buying-and-selling events to more 
marke1ing-orlented gatherings, the calls for some sort of blending of SIA and Outdoor Retailer have Increased. 

~Nothing is set In stone, but we are working through Issues,"' said SIA president Nick Sargent, notl'ng that his group has been 
conversing with Emerald Expositions for almost a year. "Hopefully we can find some resolution In the short-term for 
everyone's sake but most Importantly for our Industry's sake. We a re trying to do what Is right for the Industry and be os 
responsible as we can with our conversations. We a re hoping for a tanglb'e outcome but hope Is not a solid course of 
act[on." 

DeAver's bld includes participation by higher-education Institutions Uke CoTorado State University, which hopes to offer 
academic lectures amd events during the Outdoor Retailer trade shows. The trade shows' myriad discussions on current 
topics and trends Impacting the outdoor Industry a re popular and well anended at Outdoor Retailer's longtime home In the 
Sa lt Palace convention center In Salt Lake. CSU wants to add an academic perspective to those discussions. 

"lt•s a great opportunity for an exchange between professors and professionals In the outdoor industry," sold Ethan 
Bitnngsley, the director of undergrad!Kite programs with CSU's Warner College of Natural Resources. "I envision having 
professors there ' o present research ond hearing from Industry leaders about trends." 

Richard Scharf, the head of Vliit Denver, which books conventions In the city, said his team Is working on Emerald's need for 
hotels and potential venues a nd "cranking away on rates, dates and space issues." 

Scharf 1a ld he hopes that SIA and Emerald's discussions will yield "a bigger, el{panded show In Denver." 

"I don't kltow of any attendee in the outdoor or cycling industry who wouldn't be excited to come here to Denver," Scharf 
said. 
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Immigration laws and regulations," the resolution reads. 

The resolution, which passed on a 6-4 vote, also said Aurora "values Its Immigrant communities and takes seriously the 
public safety and constiMional rights of all of Its residents." 

One In five people living In Aurora Is foreign-born, and several recent public meetings In front of city officials have 
featured Immigrant advocates urging the city to embrace sanctuary policies. 

But city officials have expressed concern about losing federal funds that the Trump administration has said will be withheld 
from turlsdlctlons that do not cooperate with federal Immigration authorities. Aurora's resolution made clear that the city 
does not meet the definition of sanctuary city as laid out In the administration's late January executive order on the topic:. 

Jobs and the Economy 

Denver Post: Denver one of three finalists for massive Outdoor Retailer trade shows 

By Jason Blevins 

05/15/2017 

Denver Is a finalist to land the Outdoor Retailer trade show. 

Colorado's outdoor leaders and politlc:lans are galvanized In their effort to lure the twice-a-year outdoor Industry trade 
shows to Denver. Their publicly trumpeted enticement has elevated Denver as one of three potential hosts for the shows that 
lure 20,000 attendees per go, multiple sources confirmed. 

Outdoor Retailer owner Emerald Expositions, the largest business-to-business trade show operator In North America, Is not 
discussing the finalists. But news reports show Portland, Ore., made a bid, along with expected bids from malor trade show 
hosts like Las Vegas, Chicago and Indianapolis. 

The heavyweight trade show destinations -like Las Vegas, where Emerald Expositions hosts several of Its largest events 
-are easy picks for Outdoor Retailer, which needs about 1 million square feet of meeting space, a size that eliminates a 
majority of meeting spaces from contention. 

Emerald bposltlons, which Is owned by Toronto private equity firm Onex Corp., last month harvested more than $264 
million In an Initial public offering and Its stoc:k Is trading above $21 a share, up 8 percent from Its offering price. That's 
sparking some concern among Colorado's outdoor industry leaders that a focus on the highest financial returns for 
shareholders might eclipse a more culturally relevant, outdoor-oriented home - like Denver- for the Outdoor Retailer 
shows. 

Denver's bid Included a financial package- detailing things like hotel room rates and convention costs- but leaned 
heavily on Colorado's outdoor Industry-friendly climate, where public lands are treasured and outdoor businesses are 
fostered, said Luis Benitez, the head of the state's Outdoor Recreation Industry Office. 

"It's not lust dollars and cents we are talking about," Benitez told his advisory committee last week. "We are trying to align 
our values. It's been a massive process of looking at a chess board. I like to say It's a chessboard that has legs. I can say 
with confidence that we are leaving everything on the field." 
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British television comic John Oliver took aim at Denver-based DeVIta HealthCare Partners and Its flamboyant chief 
executive officer during a segment about kidney dialysis Sunday night on his HBO show "Last Week Tonight," 

Oliver's segment focused on DeVita and its CEO Kent Thiry as an example of what he called "significant Issues" with U.S. 
dia lysis care, poking fun at the company and Its leader, comparing the company to Taco Bell. 

Oliver called Thiry a "showboating musketeer" who "dresses like an Idiot." He also said Thiry was a key character In the 
dory of how dialysis rn the nation Is a case study of good Intentions being thwarted by profiteering,. poor oversight and 
bad Incentives. 

Two stories by the newspaper were highlighted on Oliver's show during 1he 24-mlnute segment. 

The first was about DeVIta's 2012 recognition as one of Fortune Magazlne•s Most Admired Companies In 2012. The latter 
was about how OaVita announced In April 2016 that it would pay up to $495 million to settle a whistle-blower lawsuit 
accusing the company of defrauding the federal Medicare program of millions of dollars. 

Olivet a lso showed a cnp from a 2014 9News report on a $389 million DaVita settlement In a lawsuit to settle a criminal 
and civil anti-kickback Investigation Into transactions with docto~ spcmnlng nearly a decade. 

"While America spends more, by some accounts, than a ny other nation on dialysis care, we have one of the Industrialized 
world's highest mortal11y rates," Oliver said. "So we're spending the most to essentially get the least. We're basically 
paying for a fully-loaded Lamborghlni and receiving a drunk donkey on roller skates." 

A DeVIta representative defended the company In a written statement to the Post on Monday morning. 

'"We a re proud of our differentiated clinical outcomes, our teammates' dedication to patient care and our strong culture," 
the statement said. "Our teammates are passionate about delivering high-quality patient care and enabnng our patients to 
live fulfilling lives. We will continue to advocate for our patients and Invest l11o our teammates and our culture." 

Immigration 

Denver Post; Aurora- where one in five residents is foreign-born- declares it is not a "sanctuary city" 

By John Aguilar 

05/15/2017 

The City Council In Auroro passed o resolution Monday night declaring that CoiOfado's third-largest city Is not a so-called 
sanctuary city, a label It has been given a long with Denver for what Is perceived as an overly tolerant treatment by city 
officials and pollee of people living In the counlry illegally. 

"Aurora lntends to continue to comply wllh a ll constitutional and lawful federal Immigration laws and regulations and will 
contlnue its practice of non-obstruction with regard to Immigration ond Customs Enforcement's efforts to enforce federal 
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As long as the oil and gas Industry "controls the Capitol, It will continue to stop any meaningful safety Improvements," Foote 
said. 

The split political-party makeup of the Legislature will be the same In 201 a as It was this year, and House Majority Leader 
KC Becker, D-Boulder, said, "I think It's going to be pretty hard to get something done on oil and gas while we have the 
Republican maJority In the Senate." 

Boulder Democratic Sen. Steve Fenberg added: "The Republicans basically blocked every single common-sense effort that 
was made to address oil and gas Issues." 

Broomfield Democratic: Rep. Matt Gray, whose district extends Into Boulder County, said oil and gas exploration "Is the 
most Important Issue In my distrlc:t right now. Thousands of my constituents are concerned about the Influx of oil and gas 
development near neighborhoods where they have never Imagined. 

"These Issues are nonpartisan In my community," Gray said, "but unfortunately, they are deeply partisan down at the 
Capitol, and as a result we made almost no progress." 

Foote Introduced a bill late In the session that would require mapping of all oil and gas pipelines In Colorado, In the wake 
of last month's Firestone house explosion that killed two people after gas from an abandoned flow line had entered the 
basement of the home. That bill died In the House at midnight May a, when debate extended beyond the point where It 
could advance to a Tuesday morning House vote and possible Senate consideration on May 9. 

Firestone Republican Rep. Lori Saine said she and Fort Collins Republican Sen. VIcki Marble -whose district extends 
through southwest Weld County Into Broomfield -had both opposed Foote's bill. 

But Saine said she and Marble "are arranging energy summits to work on this (oil and gas safety) Issue, Including 
conversations about legislation, what Is needed for pipeline safety, mapping Issues" and whether "changes can continue 
through the current process directed by the governor." 

On May 2, Gov. John Hlckenlooper directed that oil and gas operators: Inspect and pressure test existing oil and gas flow 
lines within 1,000 feet of occupied buildings; ensure that any lines that are not In use are properly marked and capped, 
and ensure all abandoned lines are cut below the surface and sealed. 

longmont Rep. Jonathan Singer said, "We have a long way to go on protecting our air, land, water and people. The 
conversation on oil and gas has gotten very real since the tragic deaths In Firestone." 

Said Gray: "Before next year, we need to focus on productive conversations that can truly move the needle for the people 
who have been and will be affected" by oil and gas exploration and production. 

Health Care 

Denver Post: Denver-based DaVita focus of John Oliver dialysis segment featuring Denver Post, 9News 
coverage 

By Staff 
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Their findings suggest a problem far more severe than the problem that surfaced In 2D15, when federal regulators found 
Volkswagen fitted millions of new diesel cars w»h "defeat devices." These Illegal devices sense when vehicles are being 
tested and adjust engine operations to reduce emissions so that health standards appear to be met. The excess air pollution 
masked by defeat devices has been !l'nked In studies to between 50 and 100 U.S. deaths per year. 

Diesel pollution conta ins nlttogen oxide, a chemical precursor to particulate and ozone :pollution. It causes heart disease, 
strokes, lung cancer and olt!er health problems. Heavy-duty vehicles, such as commercial trucks and buses, were found to be 
the worst offenders, em!Hing 76 percent of excess nitrogen oxide .. 

"We learned that It Is a very slgnlflcal\t portion of the total amount of a ll' pollution that comes from •ransportatlon," Henze 
sa id. "By having vehicle certification processes that are more effective, we could dramatically Improve our air quality." 

Boulder Daily Camera: 011, gas Issues remain unresolved by Colorado Legislature 

By John Fryar 

05/15/2017 

Poli•lcal parties' divided contro1 ot the Colorado Legislature played a malor pa rt In dooming oil and gas raws Introduced 
by either Democratic or Republican lawmakers during the four-month·long 2017 session that ended last Wednesday. 

With Democrals holding 37 of the 65 Colorado House of Representatives seats and a majority of the seats on each House 
committee, GOP lawmakers' bills proposing chan.ges to oil and gas statutes had doubtful futures In the House. 

That turned out to be the case, for example, with a measure from Rep. Perry Bvck - a Windsor Republican whose district 
Includes south.ern La rimer County- that would have made local governments liable for p aying oil and gas mineral rights 
holders who lose Income because of local bans on the hydraulic fracturing p rocess used to free up oil Cll'ld gas deposits, 

Buck1s bill died In a House committee, as did a Senate-approved bTtl from Sterling Republican Sen. Jerry Sonnenberg, who 
had proposed 1tiffened crimTnol penalties l or protesters or anyone e lse convicted of vandalizing or tampering with oil and 
gas equipment. 

Similar fates faced Democrats' oil and gas bills If they got as far as the 35-member Colorado Senate - a chamber where 
Repubticans hotd 18 seats and a majorhy on each of that chamber's committees. 

LafayeHe Democratic Rep. Mike Foote got House approval for a bill that would have Increased the setbg,cks for any new 
gas wells drilled nea r lhe p roperty lines of schools and child care centers. Foote had a separate btlt tha t would have 
restricted a "forced pooling" process In which a company can extract oil from some areas where the company does not 
own the mineral rights. 

Both of those bllls gained House approval but died In a Senate committee, where they were carried by louisville 
Democratic Sen. Matt Jones. 

After the session ended, Foote said the only way to change the outcomes of bills such as the ones he sponsored "Is to elect 
enough people who believe differently.• 
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approach to oil and gas facilities near homes. 

On Monday, spokeswoman Jacque Montgomery told the Post: "We are aware of the requests from Interested parties and 
are taking the time to give this case careful review." 

The Colorado Petroleum Council contends the appeals court ruling Is legally faulty. 

"The governor would be well-supported In standing up against blatant efforts - that are without, we believe, sound legal 
basis- that threaten the state's economy, property rights, fobs, and state revenue," CPC director Tracee Bentley said In an 
emalled response to queries. 

"In Colorado, the 011 and Gas Conservation Act was enacted to 'foster the responsible, balanced development, production, 
and utilization of the natural resources of oil and gas In the state of Colorado In a manner consistent with protection of 
pub1lc health, safety, and welfare, Including protection of the environment and wildlife resources,' to 'protect the pub11c and 
private Interests against waste,' and to 'enforce the coequal and correlative rights of owners,' " Bentley said. 

"Our Industry remains committed to working with state and local officials to ensure that we address Issues of concern as 
Colorado responsibly partakes In America's energy renaissance." 

Denver Post: Diesel vehicles pollute 4.6 million tons more than Industry tests detect- causing 38,000 
early deaths 

By Bruce Finley 

05/15/2017 

Poorly-tested diesel vehlc:le engines produce far more air pollution harm worldwide than previously believed- belching 
fumes that cause 38,000 premature deaths a year, lnc:ludlng 1,000 In the United States, new research by University of 
Colorado engineers has c:onc:luded. 

A study published Monday found that diesel engines spew 13.1 million tons a year of nitrogen oxide, a component of 
particulate and ozone air pollution, and that 4.6 million tons Is pollution above limits that governments have set to protect 
people. 

Diesel vehic:le companies ore to blame because their tests before selling vehicles fall to measure likely pollution, said CU 
engineering professor Daven Henze, lead author of the study that was published In the science foumai"Nature." 

"The automobile makers do not test the vehicles under realistic: driving conditions. The problem Is that the tests do not reflect 
how people drive the vehicles," Henze sold. "People drive them harder. They accelerate more. They drive them In c:old 
temperatures. They drive them at high altitudes. And they idle a lot more than they do in the tests." 

CU researchers worked with the International Coundl on Clean Transportation, a Washington, D.C.-based non-profit, and 
focused on the Impact of nitrogen oxide exceeding the amounts that governments allow. They used computer modeling and 
NASA satellite Images of particulate and ozone pollution. They analyzed vehlc:le emissions measured In 201 S In areas 
where the most diesel vehicles operate, Including Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Europe, India, Japan, Mexico, Russia, 
South Korea and the U.S. 
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By Bruce Finley 

05/15/2017 

Colorado environment groups on MoAday urged Gov. John Hlckenlooper not to flght a recent appeals court ruling 
requiring state officials to make sure public hea lth, safety ar:td the environment are protected before allowing oil and gas 
drlllfng. 

Hickenlooper has been reviewing the Cotorado Court of Appeals ruling and didn't commit. 

The Colorado Petroleum Councl,, a division of the American Petroleum Institute, the oil and gas Industry's largest trade 
association, safd Hickenlooper would be "well-backed" in any legal challenge. 

The environment groups, Earthfustice and Conservation Colorado, pointed to the fatal house explosion In Firestone caused 
by a severed oil and gas Industry pipeline and to fatted efforts by state lawmakers lo shield schoolchildren better against 
drilling, asking Hlcke•dooper to do all he can to protect residents and the environment before letting companies extract 
fossil fuels. 

"It's Important for the governor to stand up and say the ruling from the appeals court sets the correct legal standard that 
protects pubHc health, safe ly and the environment," Conserva•lon Colorado director Pete Maysmith said. 

The appeals court fudges ruled March 23, In a case brovght by attorneys for teenaged plaintiffs, that protecting public 
health and the environment Is "a condition that must be fulfilled" b y the state before oil and gas drlUing can be done. The 
ruling says Colorado's 011 and Gas Conservation Commission must go beyond balancing industry interests with protection of 
people and the envlronme11t and make sure peopfe and the environment aren't hurt. 

An lnltiol deadline of May 4 for asking the Colorado Supreme Covrt •o conlider reviewing the ap,peals court ruling has 
passed. But the American Petroleum Institute and the COGCC filed motions to the Supreme Court asking for an extension, 
which was granted until May 18. 

"The Court of Appeals ruling provides pfenty of clarity,'' Earthfustice a ttorney Mike Freeman said. "The only thing that 
would be served" by asking the supreme court to consider a review, Freemcm said, "Is U the state does not want to make 
public safety, public health and the environment its first priority." 

For years, COGCC officials have been saying they consider safety, health and envlr"onmental protection before granting 
permits For oil and gas drilling, Freeman said. 

Hickenlooper has declared public safety paramount and, after the Firestone fatalities, said every Industry pipeline near 
houses must be located,. tested and mopped with Information mode availabte to the public. 

'We ere asking the governor to stand by that position and let the Martinez decision sland- not challenge it," Freeman 
sold. 

On May 1, COGCC commissioners voted unanimously •o appeal the appeals court ruling. It was unclear whether 
Hlckenlooper directed an appeal or how that squares wllh his post-Fifestone statements about taking a more cautious 
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Most telling, critics say, Is the 1 ,200-acre portion of the property, dubbed the Central Operable Unit and still an active 
Superfund cleanup site, that will remain off-limits to the public for safety reasons. It's the area In the middle of the refuge 
where once stood a small city of buildings housing the 1 0,000 workers who contributed to one of the nation's maJor Cold 
War weapons programs. 

"I can't believe anyone would want to build a plutonium playground on Rocky Flats," said Jon Lipsky, a vociferous critic of 
the government's refuge blueprint and a former FBI agent who oversaw the 1989 raid on the plant that ultimately led to Its 
shutdown. 

The lead-up to next year's official opening of the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge has been beset by problems and 
protests. Two years ago, a prescribed burn on refuge property was canceled following a public outcry. 

And last year, federal and local officials had to wrangle hard to get half a dozen nearby municipalities to kick In money 
to help win a federal grant to pay for two access points Into the refuge -one on Indiana Street and the other on 
Colorado 1 28. 

Superior voted not to contribute any funds, while other cities and towns, such as Boulder, put strict conditions on 
participating In the grant request, Including requiring soil analysis testing to determine the level of contaminants that might 
exist on the property. 

There also have been dueling health studies In the past year focused on people living downwind of Rocky Flats. A 2016 
survey of the health of people who lived near the former weapons plant showed unexpectedly large numbers of cases of 
thyroid cancer and rare cancers, although the survey's results were considered Inconclusive overall. 

But a study by the state heahh department released two months later uncovered no evidence to conclude that 
contamination from the plant has caused a cancer epidemic. 

In the meantime, concern about the safety of Rocky Flats recently began to spread beyond the core group of activists that 
often denounce government plans for the site. In March, the Boulder Valley School District's Board of Education passed a 
resolution banning classroom field trips to the refuge. last week, St. Vrain Valley School District's board endorsed a similar 
ban. 

St. Vrain board President Bob Smith said the decision was one made with safety as a top concern. 

"We have reasons to believe that Rocky Flats Is not the best place to take kids," he told The Denver Post on Monday. 
"There ore so many other places to visit In Colorado." 

Whether the bans on field trips spread to other school districts and stand out as a particularly powerful denunciation of the 
Rocky flats National Wildlife Refuge as a public recreation amenity Is not yet known. But Pennington sold she hopes "It will 
spread" to other public school districts. 

"Hopefully, we can educate people to stay the heck off of Rocky Flats," she sold. 

Denver Post: Environment groups urge Hickenlooper not to fight appeals court ruling that prioritizes 
public health and safety 
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"What they are really saying Is that It's safe enough, 111 the government's opinion," said Sandy Pennington, mayor pro tern 
of Superior and an alternate on the Rocky Flats Stewardship Council. ''But safe enough Is never safe enough." 

She cites the on·slte burial of building foundations still contaminated wid! plutonium as reason alone to keep the public off 
the property. No one has proven that burrowing animals, severe flooding or raging winds couldn't unearth the chemical 
element and eventually expose it to the atmosphere, Pennington said. 

"Why are we, In heallh.consdous Colorado, even entertaining the notion of opening up what was one of the dirtiest sites 
for ra diation for recreational usei" she said. "Why are we doing thlsi I believe lt':s. because the government wants to put 
lipstick on a nuclear pig." 

But David Lvcas, refuge manager for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, said the decade·long, $7 billion cleanup of Rocky 
Flats that ended In 2005 was thorough and el{tenslve. Ptentiful monitoring and sampling for contaminants has shown that 
the property is safe . 

'"We are confident in the results," he said Monday night. "If we determined thai It was not safe, we wouldn't have our 
employees out there." 

Kri Gale, of Fort Collins, holds ."Jeremy Papasso, Daily Came ra file photoKri G a le, of Fort Collins, holds a sign while 
listening to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service officer speak during a Rocky Flats sharing session In February In Broomfield. 

Scott Surovc:hak, Rocky Flats site manager fof the U S. Department of Energy, said aggrenlve efforts to monitor the land, 
where leaks and fires spread deadly chemicals through soil a nd air over the decades •he plant wgs ln operation, continue 
today. 

1t-Us agency maintains· covers on two old landfills at Rocky Fh::~ts, runs three groundwater testing systems and keeps an eye 
on four water collection systems, he said. 

Kim Grlffllh~, who ha$ lived In Arvada's Candelas neighborhood for two years, said she has grown tired of the "outrage as 
a lifestyle" opproach that Rocky flats objectors have adopted. She said the multiple tests that have been done over the 
years for contamination O l'l the property are what speak to her the loudest. 

"Everything has been studied extensively- all of which proves the safety of the Flats," Griffiths said. 

She likened the Rocky Flats activists to dllmate change deniers who rely on a minority of scientific opinions to osse,Ff that 
warming global temperatures are not human.caused. 

"I think there will always be a segment that won't believe, regardless of how much science you put in front of them," 
Griffiths sold. 

For many who turned out Monday, however, recreation Is not suitable for a site that was given ove,l"fo Intensive Industrial 
and mllitary-related activities for four decades. 
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The show's creators remain unapologetic, saying their frank depletion of suicide needs to be unfllnc:hlng and raw. 

"Many people are ac:c:uslng the show of glamorizing suicide and I feel strongly - and I think everyone who made the show 
-feel very strongly that we did the exact opposite," writer Brian Yorkey said. "What we did was portray suicide and we 
portrayed It as very ugly and very damaging." 

Jay Asher, who wrote the bestselling book after a c:lose relative attempted suicide as a teenager, said he has spoken at 
schools In all 50 states and tells students he would not be there If It weren't for teachers who were not afraid to talk about 
uncomfortable topics. 

"Over and over, readers describe 'Thirteen Reasons Why' as the first time they felt understood," Asher said. "Recognizing 
that people will understand Is the first step toward asking for help." 

James LaRue, director of the Office for Intellectual Freedom at the American Library Association, said he understands why 
Grasso wanted to review the book, but "Instead of Just reacting to a moment, you get people together and make a 
sensible decision." 

"Sometimes the world Is a dangerous place, but reading about It Isn't," he said. 

Energy, Natural Resources & the Environment 

Denver Post: Tough legacy reverberates more than half a century after Rocky Flats started making 
nuclear triggers 

By John Aguilar 

05/15/2017 

ARVADA- Sixty-five years after workers at Rocky Flats began making the plutonium pits for America's nuclear weapons 
arsenal, the former plant's troubled history continued to reverberate Monday as dozens turned out at a public meeting to 
condemn next year's plans to welcome the first visitors to what Is now a wildlife refuge. 

One woman stood at the end of an hour-long "sharing session" at the Arvada Center for the Arts and Humanities, put on by 
a trio of federal agencies and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, and condemned It as a "dog 
and pony show." 

She was Joined by others who held signs aloft during the presentation that read "disagree" and "wrong." It was the fourth 
and final meeting to share plans on the opening of the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge to the public In summer 2018. 

"They want to turn It Into a picnic area," sold W. Gale Biggs, head of a Boulder-based environmental engineering firm. 

But plutonium buried at the 6,200-acre site 16 miles northwest of Denver has the ability "to move horizontally and 
vertically with the groundwater," Biggs said. And that means potential exposure by visitors- be they bicyclists, birders or 
hikers - to the dangerous and long-lasting Ingredient in the chemical and radioactive stew that Rocky Flats workers dealt 
with for 40 years. · 
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" It would be hard for anybody who has dealt with suicide to not have a heightened awareness of things, to perhaps be a 
liHie more cautl01Js about things," said Leigh Grasso, the curriculum d irector for the 22,000-student Mesa County Valley 
School District who decided to pull the book. 

The young adult novel, published In 2007, fo llows a high school girl who kiPs herself after creating a series of tapes for her 
classmates to play a fter her death. She gave the tapes to people who Influenced her decision. 

Her death In the NetfUx series Is depleted In She final episode of the first season, and die graphic scene has. prompted 
schools across the country lo send letters to parents and guardians with ttps on how to prevent suicide. 

From upstate New York to the Midwest and California, school administrators have warned that the series. sensationalizes 
suicide and does not provide a good road map for peop le struggling with mentallltness. There Is no evidence that any of 
the Mesa County students who killed themselves since the beginning of the school year were fnsplred by the series or the 
book. 

Grosso, who has not read the book or wa,ched the series, appears to be one of only a few school leaders In the country 
who has taken the book out of circulation. Another school d lstl lct In Minnesota temporarily pulled the book after a parent 
complained that U referenced sex. 

Grasso cited medlo attention and ' ecent events In an April 28 email to district libroria ns. letting them know about her 
decision. 

Of the 20 copies avaUable In the school d lstrlct, 19 were checked out at the time and were not affected by the diJectlve. 
Stlll, several librarians protested, and the order was rescinded a bout three hours after it was Issued. 

Gra~t:o said the book was made available again after librarians and school counselors determined It did not Include scenes 
as graphic as those depleted In the Netfllx se ries. 

''' think we were Just being cautlous until we had the opportunity to look at the book Ofld see how closely related to the 
movie It was," she told The Associated Press. 

Grasso said her decision did not amount to censorship because the book was not permanently banned - an argument that 
drew some pushback In the school district. 

The Grand Junction Dally Sentinel cited one librarian saying there Is a formal, board-approved p rocess to challenge books 
In the district. 

"I believe It Is our duty to follow that process, becalise censorship Is a slippery slope," the librarian wrote. 

The newspaper, which obtained the feedback through an open records request and did not nome the librarians, reported 
tht~t a middle school librarian wrote, "Once we start pvlling and .;ensoring books for all students as a reactive measure 
there is no line to which we follow." 

• 
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If the administration moves In that direction, It won't be without a fight, Rohrabacher said. 

The congressman, who has used cannabis himself to ease pain from severe arthritis In his shoulders caused by years of 
surfing, said he's confident his side would prevail in court because Congress clearly has "the power of the purse." 

Rohrabacher said It appears that members of Trump's administration are working to "reposition" him on the Issue of 
medical mariJuana. 

"I think there are a lot of people running around trying to paint the president Into a comer on this," Rohrabacher said, 
adding that he Is eager to talk to Trump about It directly. 

In August 2016, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit ruled a similar provision passed by Congress prevented the 
Justice Department from spending money on prosecutions In states where medical mariJuana was legal -so long as those 
being prosecuted abided by state law. 

More broadly, James Cole, a deputy aHomey general in the Obama administration, had directed prosecutors to enforce 
all federal drug laws -even In places that had lega11z.ed mariJuana - but said they should look to states' regulatory 
systems to determine whether their Intervention was necessary. 

Cole wrote that federal authorities should essentially stay out of states that had robust regulatory systems In place. 

Cole's memo Is among the policies now being actively reviewed by the new leadership at the Justice Department. 

The Issue of medical marijuana will need to be revisited again by Congress In coming months. The provision sponsored by 
Rohrabacher expires on Sept. 30, at the end of the federal flscal year, and would have to be adopted again to stay on 
the books. 

Education 

Denver Post: Mesa County school district pulls suicide book "Thirteen Reasons Why" 

By Thomas Pelpert, The Associated Press 

05/16/2017 

DENVER - As a Colorado community mourns the loss of seven students who recently kllled themselves, a school district 
official ordered librarians to temporarily stop circulating a book that's the basis for Netfllx's popular new series "13 
Reasons Why," which some critics say romanticizes suicide. 

The order rankled some librarians who called it censorship, and it appears to be a rare instance in which the book has 
been removed from circulation - albeit briefly. 

It also has highlighted the debate about balancing freedom of speech with concerns about students. 
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White House press secretary Sean Spicer said earlier this year that he expects states to be subject •o "greater 
et~forcement" of federal klws against marijuana use, though he also said Trump sees "a big difference" between use of 
marijuana for medical purposes and for recreational purposes. 

Sessions, "owever, said at an appearance In RiChmond, earlier this year, that medical marijuana "has been hyped, maybe 
too much." 

A Justice Department spokesman declined to discuss what future steps might be taken related to medical marijuana but 
said the provision IPI the spending bill is of concern lo officials. 

"The Department of Justice must be ln a position to use all laws available to combat the transnational drug organizations 
and dangerous drug traffickers who threasen American lives," said spokesman lan Prior, who wouldn't discuss the Issue 
further. 

Justfn Strekal, political director for the NaUonal O rganization for the Reform of MarijUGna laws, said the May 5 signing 
statell\ent Is troubling, even If a federal crackdown is not In the offing, because it could have "a chilling effect on a nascent 
Industry." 

Of panlcular concern, he said, Is the Impact It could have on Investors In dispensaries In states where programs are lust 
coming on line. A prosecution of a single business In one state could have a devastaling l'mpact In that regard, he added. 

The provision In question, which has been part of federal law since late 2014, prohibits the Justice Department from 
spending money to Interfere with state medical marijuana prog, ams. It was co-authored by Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, R
Callf., wbo, b y his own description, Is "a very strong supporter" of Trump. 

"I will treat thfs provision conslstently with my conslihnlonal responsibility to take care thai' the laws be faithfully executed," 
Trump wrote In the signing statement. 

Signing statements became prevalent under Preslde~~t George W. Bush and have often been used to preserve obJections 
rathe.r than to signal new action. 

President Barack Obama continued the practice, routinely citing provisions in spending bills that he said conflicted with 
authority granted to him uncler the constitution. 

Trump also objected on constitutional grounds to several other sections of the first spending bTU he signed, including one 
related to a program that helps historically brack colleges and universities get tow-cost constRiction loans. That prompted 
an outcry from African American lawmt~kers, prompting Trump to release a t1atement about his commitment to HBCUs. 

Tom Angell, founder of MariJuana MaJority, said comments from Trump and the Justice Department on medical mariJuana 
"doesn't necessarily mean a crackdown is coming, bl:l<t it's a concerning signal." 

"Essentially [Trump Is} saying he reserves the right to ignore thts congressionally approved provision," Angell said. 
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Agriculture. Rural Communities 

Denver Post: Sessions' war on drugs causing uncertainty in medical marijuana Industry, concern in 
advocates 

By John Wagner and Mott Zapotosky, The Washington Post 

05/15/2017 

WASHINGTON- A little-noticed document Issued by President Donald Trump has put advocates of medical marijuana on 
edge, raising questions about the long-term security of programs now authorized In 29 states and the District that have 
broad public backing. 

In a "signing statement" that accompanied Trump's signature on the bill passed this month to keep the government open, the 
president noted a handful of obJections on legal grounds, Including to a provision that prohibits his administration from 
Interfering with state-run medical marijuana programs. 

White House aides Indicated that none of Trump's obJections to Congress's work signaled Immediate policy changes. But 
given how vocal Attorney General Jeff Sessions has been toward relaxing mariJuana restrictions, those who support the 
burgeoning Industry are worried about what could come next. 

"It just creates a lot of uncertainty, and that uncertainty Is deeply concerning for patients and providers," said Michael 
Collins, deputy director of the Drug Polley Alliance, an organization that has sought to roll back the nation's war on drugs. 
"We had thought medical marijuana wasn't really In play In terms of a crackdown." 

Such concerns are being voiced more broadly about the direction of marijuana policy under the new leadership at the 
Justice Department. 

Sessions last week directed federal prosecutors to get significantly tougher on drug defendcmts than under the Obama 
administration. And a task force launched by Sessions Is looking at changes In enforcement particularly regarding 
marijuana, a drug that remains Illegal on the federal level despite slgnlflcont movement In numerous states In recent years 
to loosen restrictions. 

The eight states that have legalized marijuana for recreational use could be at greater risk for federal intervention than 
those that have only approved dispensing medical cannabis or cannabis-infused products to patients with a doctor's 
recommendation. 

As a candidate for president, Trump repeatedly voiced support for medical marijuana, a concept that has been 
increasingly embraced by fellow Republicans at the state level. Of the 29 states that have authorized programs, Trump 
prevailed In last year's election over Democrat Hillary Clinton In nine of them. 

Meanwhile, a Qulnnlpiac poll last month found that 94 percent of Americans -Including 90 percent of Republicans
supported allowing adults to legally use marijuana for medical purposes If their doctors prescribe it. 
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Denver Post: Environment groups urge Hickenlooper not to fight appeals court ruling that prioritizes public 
health and safety 

Denver Post: Diesel vehicles pollute 4.6 million tons more than industry tests detect- causing 38,000 early 
deaths 

Boulder Dally Camera: Oil; gas issues remain unresolved by Colorado Legislature 

Health Care 

Denver Post: Denver-based DaVita focus of John Oliver dialysis segment featuring Denver Post, 9News 
coverage 

Immigration 

Denver Post: Aurora- where one in five residents is foreign-born- declares it is not a usanctuary city~ 

Jobs and the Economy 

Denver Post: Denver one of three finaJists for massive Outdoor Retairer trade shows 

Denver Post: Report: Comcast NBCU paid $230 million for stake in Denver's Craftsy 

Opinion 

Denver Post: Editorial: Tablet computers could prove valuable in helping refonn inmates 

Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Editorial: A nod to the godfather 

Colorado Springs Gazette: Editorial: Call a special session, for transportation only 

Durango Herald: Crafted beverages: Thirsty travelers to benefit from new promotion of crafted beverage 
culture 

National News Summary 

WP leads with: Syria using crematorium at prison, U.S. charges; High court shuts door on N.C. voter law; Trump revealed 
secret lnformatiOfl to Russians; To broaden appeal, Europe's far right tries to alter Image; Va. race to be a big early 
test of Trump's populist message 

NYT teads wllh: Trump Revealed Highly Classified lntelllgence to Russia, In Break With Ally, Officials Say; In Computer 
Attacks, Clues Point to Frequent Culprit: North Korea; As Nationwide Gangs Fracture, Bullets Fly in New York; Syrian 
Crematory Is Hiding Mass Killings of Prisoners, U.S. Says; Strict North Carolina Voter 10 law Thwarted After Supreme 
Court ReJects Case; A Whistla-Biower Tells of Health Insurers Bilking Medicare 

WSJ leads with: Trump Shared Intelligence Secrets With Russians In Oval Offic:e Meeting; Experts Look to Find Out How 
Ransomware Invaded Networks; Ford Aims to Cut Globa l Workforce by RoughCy 1 0%; Can Trump Deliver 3% Growth? 
Stubborn Realities Stand in the Way 
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STATE OF 
COLORADO Lynne - GovOffice, Donna 

FW: TODAY'S STATE CLIPS-Tuesday, May 16th 2017 
1 message 

Martin, Sara <smartin@bhfs Tue, May 16, 2017 at 9:40AM 
To: Donna Lynne- GovOffice , Douglas Friednash- GovOfflce <djfrlednash@state.co.us>, 
"Simon. Tafoya@state.co.us" <simon. tafoya@state.co.us> 

FYI 

Sara Martin 
Policy Advisor 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, llP 
410 Seventeenth Street, Suite 2200 
Denver, CO 80202 
303.223.1438 tel 
smartin@bhfs.com 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Tercek, Margo (Bennet)" <Margo_Tercek@bennet.senate.gov> 
Date: May 16, 2017 at 7:21:52 AM MDT 
Subject: TODAY'S STATE CUPS-Tuesday, May 16th 2017 

TODAY'S NEWS- Tuesday, May 16,2017 

Agriculture, Rural Communities 

Denver Post: Sessions' war on drugs causing uncertainty in medical marijuana industry, concern in 
advocates 

Education 

Denver Post: Mesa County school district pulls suicide book "Thirteen Reasons Why" 

Energy, Natural Resources & the Environment 

Denver Post: Tough legacy reverberates more than half a century after Rocky Flats started making nuclear 
triggers 
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The bottom [fne Is that more than three-quarters of state lawmakers want local law enforcement agenc:fes to dear a higher bar to get 
a cut of the malorlty of busts arising from Joint operations with the feds. 

According lo bill spoJUors, between 2000 and 2013,1oc:allaw enforcement received more than $47 million from the Department of 
Justice alone, whtc:h amounts to more than it.ree times the amount collected under state forfeiture laws. 

We're sympathetic: to Mesa County offidals' c:'alms that this bill would hurt them finQI'!Cially. They say the state process to get a c:ut of 
forfe»ure actl011s Is so cumbersome and expensive ltlat it's not worth pursuing. Yet, it won't stop them from c:on1inuing to team with feds 
on drug Interdiction along Interstate 70. The c:ost of these efforts will remain, but there will be no recompense. 

But If the governor vetoes HB 1331 over c:onc:ems about the threshold there's no guarantee lawmakers c:ould reac:h consensus on a 
future reform effort. Passing the bill with strong bipartisan support was no easy tift- and the $50,000 threshold was a compromise 
that got It to the governor's desk. 

Mesa County c:an still get money under state rules. Maybe not as muc:h. But we agree with the malorily of fawmakers who view dvll 
forfeiture as too big a threalto property rights to let the status quo prevail. 

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY & DISCLAIMER: The infonnation contained in this email message is attorney 
privileged and confidential, Intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this email is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify us Immediately by calling (303)-223-1300 and 
delete the message. Thank you. 
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be appropriate to adults. Becker Included the loss of a fob, changing personal relationships and economic challenges as some of the 
causes. 

There are differences between suicidal motivations for a teenager and for a 40-year-old and for a 65-year-old. 

The community can expect and should take part In more conversations about suicide In the coming months. 

Dan Snowberger, Superintendent of Durango School District 9-R, for example, used his column In the Herald (May 1 J) to state the 
district's and his concerns about youth suicide, and to offer suggestions as to how to recognize Its possible causes. He stressed the value 
of plenty of communication, as well. 

Those who attended last week's meeting are now wiser about suicide, but there Is much more to learn. 

Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Editorial: Guv should sign 1313 

05/17/2017 

Mesa County officials aren't wrong to question the threshold that determines which set of rules local law enforcement authorities must 
abide by to receive proceeds from civil forfeiture actions stemming from multl-furlsdlctlonallnvestlgatlons Involving federal agencies. 

Nevertheless, we encourage Gov. John Hickenlooper to sign House Bill 1313 containing the threshold provision as It reflects a grand 
bargain to bring more transparency Into forfeiture activities and strengthen due process protections. 

Under the bill, law enforcement will have to detail to the public when It uses the process known as "civil forfeiture" and detail what was 
seized and what was the ultimate disposition of the property. Law enforcement will also have to report If the person from whom the 
property was seized was ever charged or convicted of a crime. There will be a fine levied against those entities that fall to report. 

Mesa County officials say they don't have a problem with this aspect of the bill. But the bill also prohibits "seizing agencies" from 
receiving forfeiture proceeds from the federal government unless the value of the property and currency seized In the case Is In excess 
of $50,000. They'll have to follow the state's civil-forfeiture rules instead. 

Of the $2 million Mesa County received under a federal "equitable sharing" program between 2012 and 2016, more than half came 
from forfeitures of $50,000 or less. This is money the county uses for training and programs like CrimeStoppers, Alive at 25 and Sober 
Grad. 

As The Sentinel's Charles Ashby summarized in a story earlier this month, forfeiture laws were originally designed to help cripple large 
criminal organizations by taking away their means to operate. Since then, however, critics of the practice say It can lead to abuses as 
departments become reliant on seizures as a revenue source. 

Bill sponsors say this Is self-funding outside the normal appropriations process. The $50,000 threshold means local law enforcement 
officials can't bypass much tougher state-level restrictions and due process protections on asset forfeiture activity, thus making it easier 
for people never charged with a crime to get their property back. 
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Colorado Springs and Denver have grown by hundreds of thousands of taxpaying residents In the past two decades, Meanwhile, 1he 
only freeway linking these cities has no additional capachy for 17 miles between Monumenl a nd Castle Rock. Crashes are common. 
Ambutances get stuck in traffic. 

North of Denver, 1-25 capacity Is woefully Inadequate between Loveland and Fort Collins. Portions of 1-70, west of Denver, have also 
been neglected for decades. 

Transportation funding, as a percentage of tile budget, dwindled from nearly B percent 20 years ago to about 5 percent in 2016. 
Politicians have forced taxpayers to live with. deadly and Inadequate highways, while funding an ever-expanding Medicaid program 
that benefits about 20 percent of the state's population. 

State government's neglect ccmtlnues costing lives and Impeding economic growth; It Is so bad the Colorado-based Independence 
lnsUtute wants a ~Fix Our Damn Roads" ballot measure tha' would force legislators and the governor to prioritize transportation. 

The game of chicken needs to stop. Call a special session to focus on highways, brtdges, roads, and nothing more. If politicians can't do 
this, voters will do it for them. 

Durango Herald : Editorial: Suicide awareness: Summit is a start, but there is much to be learned to help those 
most in need 

05/J6/20l 7 

The presenter at last week's suicide awareness session at Miller Middle School made dear how Important It Is to speak up when sensing 
that someone may be contemplating taking his or her own Ufe, and lhat can be done without any experience or training. 

The more direct the questions the better~ said Susan Becker of Colorado Mesa University In Grand Junctlo~t. The more direct you are In 
your questioning the more likely the distressed Individual will believe you a re sincere In your concern and In your offer to help. 

"Encourage the person to keep talking," she said, "and if you have to slep away to contact a professional, make the person promise 
not •o harm himself or herself in the meantime." Do appear hopeful, and let the person know you are an ally. 

According to Becker, the three poillts to remember are 1) approach and be observant; 2) ask directly; and 3) agree to stay safe. 

She abo dispelled the concerns which many might have about being assertive at such a sensitive time: "Communication lowers the risk of 
suicide, f!Ot increases it," she said. "Intervene, but do not feel you then became responsible for any outcome; you ore not." 

And while the intervener should not be reluctant to bring the subfect up for fearing of being responsible, they should have the National 
Suicide Prevention Ufeline number available (800-273-8255). 

Becker spoke to about 600 people at the forum arranged by San Juan Basin Public Health Department following numerous suicides In 
La Plata County In recent months. While the greatest concem has been the number of teenagers who have ta ken their lives, and 
Becker's Instructions could at least partially apply to them, her list of wami'ng signs and Intervention techniques seemed more likely to 
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strongman President Bashor Assad. Trump's leak, intelligence sources warn, could allow the Russians to Identify and disrupt our source 
and also techniques used in gathering such sensitive Information. 

Yes, we think a lot of McMaster, and are troubled by his continued attempts Tuesday to defend the president for acting, albeit 
foolishly, within his rights. We would actually love It If McMaster's defense allowed us to see this story from Trump's point of view. 

But how does one square the idea that Trump's actions were appropriate with the foct thot his statements to the Russians were seen by 
the Central Intelligence Agency and the National Security Agency as so toxic: that any reference to them was stripped from the record 
of the meeting~ 

What a terrible question the nation must consider of Its president: Is the blustery billionaire leaking to the Russians because they helped 
him win the election, or because he doesn't know what he's doing? 

Either way, Republicans In Congress need to take charge and rein In this dangerous leaker. 

Colorado Springs GazaHa: Editorial: Call a special session, for transportation only 

05/16/2017 

After legislators ended their 1 20-day session Wednesday, Gov. John Hlc:kenlooper said that he would consider a special session to 
deal with disappointing outcomes Involving rural broadband Internet, funding of the state energy office, health care policy and 
transportation funding. 

Skeptics, Including Senate President Kevin Grantham, R-Caiion City, expressed doubt the divided Legislature would accomplish more 
than It did the first time around. 

If the governor spreads the focus of legislators over four diverse subjects, Grantham Is probably correct. If Hickenlooper chooses one 
topic:, and makes it funding of transportation, lawmakers will have a clear and attainable objective. 

In discussing a special session with ColoradoPolitics.com, Hlckenlooper mentioned going for a tax Increase again. legislators failed 
during the regular session to put a 0.62 percent sales tax on the ballot. A survey found the tax had scant public support. 

Voters are not likely to support a new transportation tax. They feel spoofed. 

State politicians are spending record-breaking revenues and claiming poverty. The Colorado Department of Transportation committed 
$150 million to new office space, while leaving roads and bridges to crumble. 

By allowing deterioration, state officials probably think voters will give In and agree to new taxes. 

Over 20 years, growth in state spending has increased by nearly $13 billion when adjusted for inflation. Revenues have nearly 
doubled, as population and Incomes have grown, but most of our roads and bridges have seen no progress. 
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"Hall Is our most expensive Insured catastrophe because It's so widespread," Walker said, adding that the claim situation Is only 
getting worse for a variety of reasons, Including more severe hailstorms, a growing population and rising ca r repair costs. 

IHall season has Just kicked off In the metro area, according to the National Weather Service. l1s peak season Is from mid-May to mid· 
June, with the heaviest period occurring the first week of June, meteorologist Kyle Fredin said. 

That's why Casias 11\ltrally hesitated before bringing In his Silverado. W hat If It hailed aga!'ni BUt he said he didn't want to wait until if 
was lao late to file a claim. 

After the estimate, Casias talked with the State Farm inspector. The truck was a total loss. Casias ran through the work be put lrlto his 
Silverado once more, this time w'th a pained voice: The keyless doors, the shaved taillights, the custom paint. 

Shakfng the hund of the Inspector, he said, "You did not make my day.'' He then got Into the truck, closed the door and drove off. 

Opinion 

Denver Post; Editorial: Someone should tell President Trump: Loose Ups sink ships 

05/ 16/2017 

f or a man who wanted to lock up Hillary Clinton fo r her reckle~s hand ling of State Department materiab, President Donald Trump 
1eems remarkably unaware of the dangers of leaking highly classified Information to known adversaries. 

Given that the president frequently blames his bad luck on staffers talking to reporters wilhout permission, who can blame anyone for 
marveling at Trump's leaking- to the Russians- information so classified tha t just mentioning 11 risks outing a key a lly in our fight 
against the !Islamic State? 

It's a s. 1f the president of the Unifed States of America doesn't remember classic national security wisdom: "loose lips sink ships." 

We're talking of course aboul The Washington Post's break-the-internet scoop thai our presidenl, in boasting of how his new tob comes 
with the perk of daily receiving ''greet Intel," revealed information last week about CJ te rrorist plot to RussiCJn Foreign Minister Sergei 
lavrov and Ambassador Sergey Kis,yak that is so delicate it is not known to many of our CJIIies. 

This is an outrageous goof-up. And, as with his firing of FBI Director James Corney, the president compounded the damage to his 
credibility and •o !ilat of the White House by contradicting flis own people. Na,iona t Security Advisef H.R. McMaster, his deputy Dina 
Powell, and Secretary of Stale Rex Tlllerson pushed back at The Washington Posl's story Monda )" night, only to see Trump 
acknowledge- on Twitter, of course - the story's accuracy. 

Colorado's Republican congressional delegation should demand better of Trump. While Trump's leaking Is technically legal, as !he 
president has the right to declassify information, his doing so hardly seems to comport with the spirit of the law. 

Dedasslfying Information ought to be done In the context of strengthening na flonal security. But Trump tipped off our adversaries when 
doing so Imperils an Important ally's operatives. That shouldn't sit well with members of a party that professes unbending a llegiance to 
our defense. Worse, while the Russians are cooperating with us In fighting lhe Islamic State in Syria, t.hey are a lso supporting Syrian 
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the white tent, he pointed out his Silverado with pride. But when talking about what brought him there, nervousness crept Into his voice. 

Casias had left the truck on his driveway on May 8, heading Into the house to feed his dog. That's when quarter·slzed hall pounded 
down from the sky at his home In Lakewood. All Casias could think was "My truck]" 

"I wasn't going to run out there and get In It," Casias said. "It Is what It Is." 

The truck appeared Intact until Casias got It washed, after which he noticed the hall damage. He said It didn't look too bad, noting that 
trucks often hold up well. This wasn't his first go at it. Casias has had other cars severely damaged by hall, Including one he put 
$27,000 Into. 

On Tuesday, Casias waited as an Inspector looked at the truck, putting together an estimate at the mobile site set up to handle the 
Influx of claims hitting local offices. State Farm, which has the largest market share of personal auto Insurance In Colorado, had 
received 19,1 00 auto claims tied to last week's storm. 

One hundred and sixty cars were scheduled to roll through the tent Tuesday for Insurance estimates. More than 200 were on the 
docket for Wednesday, followed by hundreds more Thursday and Friday, team manager Bruce Hoskins said. 

And the Mile High site Is just one of them. State Farm has four other mobile sites In Colorado - three In the metro area and one In 
Greeley. The Insurer, which Is planning to add another tent to the mobile site at Mile High, Is considering adding a sixth mobile site, 
Hoskins said. After filing a claim and scheduling an appointment, car owners can come In for an estimate and settle the claim the same 
day, often walking away with a check for repair costs, he said. If vehicles are a total loss, owners were allowed to drive home and 
walt for their cars to be picked up. 

When weather rises to the catastrophe level, as was the case with last week's storm, State Farm ships employees such as Hoskins Into 
the area to handle the Influx of claims. In this Instance, roughly 200 employees were brought ln. 

"Colorado Is one of these states where It seems like It happens every year," said Hoskins, who lives In Indianapolis. 

It's too soon to say how costly last week's storm was, Hoskins said, noting that there's still many vehicles to be assessed with the tents 
sticking around until June 1. 

Early estimates speculated that 50 percent of vehicles would be considered undrlvable, said Carole Walker, executive director of the 
Rocky Mountain Insurance Information Association. And even If a car made It through this time around, metro drivers still may be 
dinged. 

"One storm won't directly affect what you pay for Insurance," Walker said. "However, unfortunately, we've been In this cycle year 
after year of this catastrophic hailstorms or wildfires, so, unfortunately, In Colorado we see Insurance costs go up." 

Colorado has the second-most hail insurance claims in the nation, trailing only Texas, Walker said. State Farm had 34,900 hail claims 
in Colorado In 20 1 6. 
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legislative review will look at several proJects 

The General Assembly's Transportation legislation Review Committee will meet later th~s year, ahead of next year's legislotive session, 
The agenda Includes reviews and updates concerning not only 1-70 but also other «arge projects, InCluding an expansion of C-470 and 
work lo widen Interstate 25 north and south of the metro area, 

Initially, House Speaker Crisanta Duran, whose district Includes neighborhoods affected by the 1-70 project, and Rep. Dan Pabon of 
northwest Denver requested an Interim study committee "regarding Impact mitigation of farge transportation projects.4' That would 
tlave focused more Intently on the 1-70 plan, Duran wrote In a tweet lasl month. 

But a Hou.se Democrats spokeswoman said their request ended up getting wrapped Into the standing lransportatlon review committee. 

"Coloradans deserve to know how large traruportarion proJects Impact their communities/ ' Duran said In a comment provided by the 
spokeswoman. "It's my hope that this process of engagement will allow us to address the issues and concerns brought forward by 
families across the state who may be Impacted," 

COOT spokeswoman Amy Ford said the department would take part in the committee. 

"There a re some very stringent processes that we follow when we do major projects, Clfld we are happy to talk about how we do that," 
she said. "Those processes address things like Impact to environment, air quality, drainage, right of way, wlldUfe, construction 
mitigation- and so, again, we will work with the chair person aboul how tt.ey'd like us to talk a bovl aH of that and address lt." 

Count Dutcher among pro,ect opponents who a re skeptical that legislators will challenge COOT sufficlenny. Bvl he says he's gratified to 
see the attention on the project- and he hopes legislators will probe deeply, Including asking questions that go to the heart of the 
fustlflcatlon for the current 1-70 pTan. 

"How sincere will this interim committee rea'Uy bei" he said. "How much integrity will it havei And is it Just a (face-saving) movei That's 
what we have to look at. We want them to lust really consider thh, whole thing." 

Denver Post: Why hundreds of hail-battered cars are limping into a Mile High Stadium parking lot 

By Danlka Worthington 

05/ 16/20 17 

Ben Casias pulled his maroon 2002 Si lverado under the large tent, parking It behind a nother vehicle in line. 

Casias has put love Into his truck- $15,000 worth of love. He removed the handles, opening the door, Instead, with a keyless remote. 
He beefed up the motor. He enab'led the truck to d1op to the floor. He shaved the taillights. And he custom-painted the truck. 

Casias. Joined dozens of car and truck owners outside Mile High Stadium on Tuesday so that State Farm Insurance Inspectors could 
assess the smashed windshields, dented roofs and other damage from last week's massive hailstorm. Sitting with fellow owners under 
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The other project, related to the highway expansion, Is Denver Public Works' construction of a larger Globevllle Landing Outfall on the 
South Plane River, near the Denver Coliseum. That project Is part of the wider PicHe to Park Hill storm-drainage plan through northeast 
Denver. 

Activists from the City Park area to Elyria-Swansea and Globeville have been meeting with officials since earlier this year as a 
community advisory group, or CAG. 

"Even with the CAG, we feel like we're still being spoon-fed Information, and we need to research on our own what our rights are, 
what they're supposed to be doing (and) who's monitoring" the ground contamination, said Drew Dutcher, president of the Elyria and 
Swansea Neighborhood Association. 

Officials from both the city and Colorado Department of Transportation have said that though the two proJects will disturb 
contaminated sells, they are taking precautions to avoid spreading risks to surrounding areas. 

At the Globeville Landing project site, the removals have Included asbestos buried beneath the coliseum parking lot as well as soli 
tainted with arsenic and lead. The lot once was home to a smelter and later to a trash dump. 

"As always, our goal is to protect public health, and we are going above and beyond to make sure we are protecting our public 
health," said Cella Vanderloop, an environmental project manager on the city's Globeville Landing proJect, In an Interview earlier this 
year. 

Activists also are challenging the federal air pollution standards used to grant federal approval for the 1-70 expansion. 

COOT proJect spokeswoman Rebecca White said 15 years of environmental review on the proJect have covered all aspects of Its 
potential effects on the community, environmental and otherwise. 

"We have done a lot of work to share this information with local residents and will continue to do so as we move Into construction," 
White wrote in an email. "In fact, we recently worked with state and local partners to establish a comprehensive air quality monitor In 
the Swansea neighborhood- which was In direct response to community requests." 

But Dutcher and other proJect critics remain suspicious of the far-reaching project's Impact. 

COOT plans to expand 1-70 along a 1 0-mlle stretch, adding tolled express lanes, and It will replace a 1.8-mlle viaduct with a below
grade section between Brighton and Colorado boulevards. Part of that section will be covered by a 4-acre parkland cap. 

The Sanchez family has run their business, the Stop-N-Shop food store, in Denver near the 1-70 viaduct for over 30 years but are 
moving soon as part of the Central70 project.Joe Amon, The Denver Postlhe Sanchez family has run their business, the Stop-N-Shop 
food store, In Denver near the 1-70 viaduct for over 30 years but are moving soon as part of the Central 70 project. The business Is 
seen here March 23,2017. 

The Globeville stormwater outfall project Is underway. The state highway proJect Is barreling toward construction early next year, 
though COOT may face more lawsuits In coming months. The Federal Highway Administration In January gave the federal green light 
for the project, ending a lengthy environmental review process. 
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But If Leaf, which employs 290 people, mostly In California, continues Its M.O., It will keep the brands separate. Leaf, which also owns 
sites like eHow and Llvestrong.com, morphed into a seller of artistic good!ii when It acquired Society6 In 2013. h has sl'nce acquired 
Saatchl Art, which sells original art online, and The Other Art Fair, a U.K. site for discovering emerging artists. Adding Deny 
complements Leaf's current portfolio of art marketplaces, said Sean Moriarty, CEO of Leaf Group, 

"Deny Designs' artist-driven home goods and accent products a re the perfect addition to our fast-growing marketplaces, further 
strengthening our position within the home decor space," Moriarty said In a statement. 

Leaf's Investment In art a-commerce sites has been paying off. In Its most recent quarter, which ended March 31, the company reported 
revenues were flat a l $27,2 million from $27 million a year ago. But b roken down by category, Its marketplace sites Increased 
revenues l B percent, while Its media sites' revenues declined 16 percent. 

Last fall, Deny moved its downtown Denver operations to a more spacious 27,000-square-foot facility In Englewood. There It could 
expand on making furniture, which may be what attracted Leaf as a buyer. Deny now sells furniture tlke credenzas, tables and 
benches. Those, too, can be Imprinted with artist designs or customers can create their own design. Society6 Isn't In the furniture 
business. 

But the Nyhuses; who were approached by Leaf last year, beca me convinced that a new owner could stra•egical$y Invest i~ Deny 
better than a ventl.lre capitalist. Deny is self-funded by the Nyhuses. 

"I think, for us, we felt that sometimes In business, you get to a point where you've done a lot wllh the business. But what would It look 
like If we add more money to lti" said Kim Nyhus. "We did the research, and (Leafs) marketing knowledge cftd Investment goes 
beyond money. Our belief Is they're going to take our company and propet i1 to the next leve~" 

According to the terms of the dea,, leaf paid $6.7 million In cash and Issued 215,000 shares of leaf Group common stock with the 
possibility of $3.6 mllllop more down the road. The to,al purchase price Is $12 million. 

The Nyhuses plan to stay with Deny, which will continue to operate with its 30 employees in the Denver area. No changes are expected 
In how the business Is run, she said. 

Transportation 

Denver Post: State legislators set to probe 1-70 project through Denver as environmental impact gets more 
attention 

By Jon Murra y 

05/1 6/2017 

Denver-based state lawmakers say a panel wiU take a fresh rook, In response to re"denrs' concerns, at the environmental impact and 
other effects of the planned $1.2 billion expansion of Interstate 70. 

At the same time, northeast Denver neighborhood activists who have been pressuring legislators to push back against the massive 
highway proiect say they also wiiJ take on environmental research themselves. The Elyria-Swansea Neighborhood Assodatlon says It 
has received a $5,000 grant ftom the Virginia-based Center for Health, Environment & Justice to pay for research, community 
outreach and other activities sun ounding two big p rojects, including 1-70, that are set to dig into contaminated Superfund sites. 
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But that doesn't mean that the timing isn't apt. 

"There are already around 1 00,000 Indians living In Colorado, and more are coming all the time," Lindblom said. "I see a shift coming, 
and we will be here to welcome lt." 

Colorado Springs Gazette: Denver suburb has many Immigrants; says It's not a sanctuary city 

By The Associated Press 

05/16/2017 

AURORA- A Denver area city says It's not a sanctuary city but Isn't anti-Immigrant either. 

The Aurora City Council narrowly passed a resolution Monday night declaring that the city Is In compliance with a federal law that 
says a local government can't bar officials from communicating with federal authorities -the standard cited by the Trump 
administration for whether a city Is a sanctuary or not. There Is no legal definition of the term Itself. 

The Aurora Sentinel reports the city Is cooperating by sharing fingerprints of Jail Inmates with state authorities, who share them with 
federal authorities. 

The resolution also says that minority-maJority c:lty wllJ continue to act in the best interest of Its many foreign-born residents. It was 
Introduced after Fox News' "The O'Reilly Factor" Implied that Aurora was a sanctuary c:lty. 

Jol:ts and the Economy 

Denver Post: Denver's Deny Designs acquired for $12 million by California parent of Its chief home-goods 
competitor 

By Tamara Chuang 

05/17/2017 

Deny Designs, the Denver-based purveyor of on-demand custom home goods, has been acquired for $12 million by the parent of Its 
chief rival. 

Santa Monica-based leaf Group, previously known as Demand Media, sees "strategic synergies" between Deny Designs and leaf's 
own a-commerce site Soc:iety6, which also sells on-demand home furnishings like throw pillows and tapestries printed with designs from 
artists. The deal closed May 1. 

"Not a whole lot Is going to change," said Kim Nyhus, who founded Deny with husband Dustin In 2011. "Deny will stay Deny. But now 
we're part of a bigger company." 

The online home goods boutique curates nearly 200 artists and reproduces designs on bedding, shower curtains and more. Rival 
Soclety6 allows nearly any artist to Join its marketplace and boasts of "thousands" from around the globe. 
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Deepall Undblom has lived and danced all over the world. She was born In India and lived In Sweden and Montreal, where she 
started a visual arts and Bollywood dance production company In 20 10 called Deeplal Productions that was active until 2014, right 
before she a nd her husband moved to the metro Denver area. 

Her Intention was to start the company back up In Aurora, which Is home to about 70,000 Nepalese people and boasts an art dislrlct 
with half a dozen stages on one square block. 

"I had established such a b ig dance world In Montreal .•. but when I came here I was in shock," Lindblom said. "There are dance 
studios everywhere, but I had a very hard time making (Bo llywood) succe1sful among dances like jazz and tap ... 

She said:· "i may be wr011g, but what I've observed Is tha i women here In the suburbs don't really dance. They go to gyms, they do 
zumba, they do yoga, they run, but dance Is not a big part of this culture. I have not come across woman who dance unless they've 
danced In a previous life (living somewhere else)." 

So far, Lindblom has started a Bollywood dance nonprofit company called Roshnl, which means light. She taught dance to refugee girls, 
homeless mothers and seniors, and holds classes right now at The Asian Pacific Development Center In Aurora and In an 1 ,8000 square 
foot, popup studio space ln the Stanley Marketplace called A~Town Arts. 

"To start my p roduction company, l need to grow, get more funding, and get more structure, and that's where ' think the Acadia Project 
can a big help to me, .. Undblom said, "They can help me tap Into wha, •s thefe and find my place among lt." 

The name for the Acadia Project comes from the Acadians, which were a group of French colonists in 1755 who fled Canada and 
British oppressloQ there by sailing to New Orleans to make a new life. Officials with the Acadia Project liken the Immigrants and 
refugees of northwest Aurora to the Acadians because they have found home, culture and community In Aurora. 

The Acadia Project Is tust one part of the burgeoning art movement for immigrants In Aurora. 

Well sold that In July, the arts d istrict will also kick off a series called the Colorado Immigrant Festlval-imml Fest- which will be 
held at the arts district headqua ners a t 1400 Dallas St. once a mon,h . 

.. We will hold these series shows on the founh Saturday, starting In July. They are focused on giving opportunities to immigrants and 
refugees,'' Well sold. "Each mon!Jl we'll highlight a different cufture." 

And at the beginning of May, Aurora announced a collaborative program called the Aurora International Impact Fund which will 
p rovide 38 loans to 19 entrepreneurs for a total minimum injection of $95,000 Investment capital to specifically help Immigrants start 
their own businesses. Entrepreneurs will receive two loans, as needed, a l various growth points of their business. 

The timing for all these protects isn't necessarl1y rela ted to national Immigration poftcy. 

"We opened our Office af lntemationailmmigrant Affairs twa years ago,. and ... aU these programs: were already Incorporated In," 
sold Michael Bfyant, spokesman for Aurora. "Entrepreneurship training, business imp..-ovements, all those things a re part of that plan 
ond have been In the works for quite a while. The timing on this Isn't col'lf\ectelJ to anything going on In the g reatef· of society." 

hllps1/maii.gcogle.can/maif~=2&ik=7964d483e6&vlf!IN=pl&q=Brownstein&qs=true&search=query&lh= 15c1748b4c2d336b&siml=15c1748b4c2d3... 1SJ26 



State.co.us Executive Branch Mail· FW: TODAY'S STATE CLIPS. Wectlesday, May 17th 2017 

Lawmakers this year discussed setback legislation, In which wells would have been further setback from schools by mapping the 
distance from school property lines. After the Firestone explosion other efforts were discussed to map gas lines. The proposals died 
over Industry and Republican objections. 

"Several bills that would have done a better job of protecting Colorado communities from oil and gas failed In the state Senate during 
this past legislative session," said Pete Maysmith, executive director of Conservation Colorado. "Now, It's up to the governor to take this 
opportunity to protect public health and the environment and do all that he can to prevent tragedies like Arestone." 

"All the Martinez decision says Is that Colorado must protect public health, safety, and the environment when approving oil and gas 
development," said Mike Freeman, an attorney with EarthJustlce. "But the Colorado 011 and Gas Conservation Commission has been 
telling Coloradans for years that It already does that. If the COGCC has been meeting Its obligations to protect Coloradans the State 
should have no objection to the court's ruling." 

lmmiaratjon 

Denver Past: Aurora launches programs aimed at helping Immigrant community start art-related businesses 

By Megan Mitchell 

05/16/2017 

The Aurora Cultural Arts District Is reaching out to the vast population of Immigrant and refugee artisans living and working In the city 
this summer to help them start art·related businesses, sell their artwork and be shown In galleries around the city. 

"We've been searching for a program for ACAD that really celebrates who we are and what our mission Is, and this Is It," said Tracy 
Well, manager of the district. "This Is who we are." 

The Acadia ProJect, a free mentorshlp and portfolio development program launched last month for International artists with the help of 
a grant from the Denver Foundation. The project was created In partnership with Fax Aurora, a business league for Original Aurora. 

The goal of the Acadia ProJect is to identify refugee and Immigrant artists In Aurora and help them build their creative businesses to 
market and sell their works. 

"I have a lot of connections In the Denver art community and the Aurora art community and I feel like there are folks I can connect the 
artists with that will foster whatever they're looking to accomplish," said Well, who also co.founded the River North Art District In 
Denver In 2005. "We'll work on assessment of each over the next couple weeks and then identify their challenges and needs. Then 
shortly after connect them with mentor." 

For the pilot run of the program, eight artists will receive free mentorlng, marketing and portfolio workshops, access to financing, 
display space and help presenting their work to American buyers; and the maJority of program activities will be located In the Aurora 
Cultural Arts District, along the Colfax corridor. 

"We have a Russian glass blower, a photographer, a Folklorlco dance company and others," Well said. 
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In the 2013 request, the group of teenagers asked the state to deny dtllllng permits "unless the best avaltable science demonstrates, 
and an Independent third party organization confirms, that d rilling can occur In a manner that does not cumulatively, with other actions, 
Impair Colorado's atmosphere, water, wildlife, and rand resources, does not adversely impact human health and does not contribute to 
climate dlange," 

The COGCC In 2014 denied the request following a heating. The proposal has drawn opposlllon from powerful oil and gas Industry 
Interests, as well as the state. 

The g roup of teenagers took the case to Denver District Court, which sided with the state. The case was appealed, with the teenagers 
arguing that the lower court mlslnterpfeted the mission of the COGCC. 

In March, the three-tudge appellate panel said lhe COGCC1s mission "was not Intended to require that a balancing test be applied." 

"The clear language . mandates that the development of oil and gas In Colorado be regulated subiect to the protection of public 
heafth, safety,. and welfare, Including protection of the environment and wildlife resources," the appellate court wrote. 

If the case Is not appealed, the~~ the proposol would go back to the COGCC to reconsider the petition. Hickenlooper's administration 
can ap peal to the Colorado Supreme Court by Thursday. 

"We are aware of the req uests from Interested parties and are taking the time to give this case a thorough review," said a 
spokeswomo n for Hlckenlooper on Tuesday. 

The Colorado Oil and Gas AssoclaUon said the appellote coun ruling "disrupts decades of regufa tory p recedent."' 

"We believe the state should appeal this decision to the Colorado Supreme Court. Through the Colorado Oil and Gas Act, the law 
dfrects the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) to balance a variety of development Interests, including the 
environment," said Dan Haley, president and chief executive of the Cotorado 011 and Gas Association. 

"The Appeals Court ruling disregards decades of p recedent h~ utilizing the balance test described In staftlte, The COGCC, which voted 
unanimously to appeal this dec:lsion, has employed thiJ balancing act on numerous occasions as e~denced by Colorado's 
comprehensive regulations, which a re among the most stringent In that nation." 

The association pointed out that Colorado was the first state In the nation lo disclose the chemicals In hydraulic fracturing, and to 
require pre- a nd post-d riO!ng groundwater monitoring. 

The conversation intensified after the recent event in Fb'estone, where a home that sits 178 feel from a we:ll exploded, killing two men 
In a devastating explosion. The bodies of brolflers-ln-law Mark Ma rtinez and Joey rrwin, both 42, wefe discovered In the basement 
one day after the explosion. Martinez's wife, Erin, was seriously lnjvred. 

Following the Incident, Hlckenlooper ordered a review of existing oil and gas operations. He also expressed Interest in developing a 
database of older existing gas lines. 
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Fire Investigators announced the cause of the explosion two weeks ago, and the state Immediately ordered energy companies to 
Inspect all pipelines between wells and storage tanks that run within 1,000 feet (300 meters) of occupied buildings. 

Results of those Inspections had not been made public by Tuesday. 

Separately, Anadarko and other companies said they would temporarily shut down and Inspect more than 3,000 similar wells In 
northeastern Colorado. 

Colorado Springs Gazette: Deadline looms for state to appeal court decision on oil and gas drilling 

By Peter Marcus, Colorado Politics 

05/16/2017 

Environmental groups are encouraging Gov. John Hlckenlooper not to appeal a Colorado Court of Appeals decision emphasizing 
health and safety In permitting oil and gas drilling. 

Hlckenlooper, a Democrat and former geologist, has until Thursday to decide whether to appeal the case, which could require state oil 
and gas regulators to take another look at a request to suspend fracklng until drillers can prove It Is safe. 

The requests from environmental groups comes at a politically charged time for the oil and gas Industry. A recent home explosion In 
Firestone linked to natural gas leaking from an old pipeline spurred debates In the legislature, as well as renewed talks of ballot 
Initiatives. 

Environmental groups have delivered letters to the governor urging him not to appea.l the case. More than 1,500 residents, 39 local 
elected officials and community leaders, and 13 state lawmakers signed onto the letters. Hlckenlooper has often found himself at odds 
with anti-Industry activists who bet!eve that he Is too cozy with the Industry. 

The Initial 2013 case Involved Xluhtezcatl Martinez of Boulder and other teenagers, who asked state regulators to adopt regulations 
stating that drilling permits could not be Issued without a finding that operations would not Impact Colorado's air, water and wildlife 
and that public health would be protected. 

The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, which oversees regulations of the oil and gas industry In Colorado, denied the 
request, arguing that it Jacked the authority. 

The COGCC's mission has been set by the legislature to foster "responsible, balanced" energy development "in a manner consistent 
with public health, safety, and environmental and wildlife Impacts." 

The appeals court ruling said, "Critical here Is the proper Interpretation of the phrase 'In a manner consistent with.' We agree with 
Petitioners that 'In a manner consistent with' does not Indicate a balancing test but rather a condition that must be fulfilled." 
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elected officials said. "Please show the victims of the Firestone tragedy and the people of this state that you care about their safety 
and well-being." 

The League of 011 and Gas Impacted Coloradans, fn a tetter signed by 1,539 resldenls from arovnd the state, said the fatal house 
blast- caused by a severed, uncapped industry pipeline- has fueled "anxiety" around "the fn.creaslng persistence of the oil and 
gcs Industry" In developing Industrial facilities near neighborhoods. 

Fighting the appeats court ruling "would do the pub lic a g reat disservice In these times when they are looking to the state for 
reassurances, and It will no doubt breed further cynicism that the oil and gas Industry's profits matter more than the public's health and 
safety;" the reague's letter sold. 

A dedslon not to appeal the ruling "will not solve a ll the Ills assoda1ed with residential oil and gas development," the letter said, "but it 
wouTd be an Important step forward and a demonstration to concerned Co,oradans that their lives and safety a re the most Important 
factor when deciding how, wherer and when oil a nd gas development takes place in our communities." 

Colorado Springs GazeHe: Energy company unhooks gas lines after fatal Colorado blast 

By Dan Elliott, Associated Press 

05/16/2017 

DENVER- The company that owns a gas well linked to a fa tal home explosion in Colorado said Tuesday it will permanently 
disconnect other pip elines In the area llke the one blamed In the explosion. 

Anadarko Petroleum, which owns the well, did not say how many pipelines would be disconnected. But the company has said It 
operates more than 3,000 similar wells in northeastern Coforado. 

Fire Investigators have said unreflned, odorless natura 'l gas hom a severed l-inch (2.5-cent!meter) pipeline seeped Into a home In the 
town of Firestone, causing the April 17 explosion that killed two people. A third was badly burned. 

The pipeline was thought 'o be out af service, but Investigators said it was stiU connected to a well near the home. They have not 
determined why It was connected. 

Federal and state authorities have joined local police and fire officials In the Investigation. 

The piperme cited In the explosion was one of two that often connect we!lts to storage tanks. A 2-lnch (5-centlmeter) line carries oil or 
gas to the tank. The second, smaller line carries gas from the well to power a separator, a device thal removes water that comes out of 
the well with the petfoleum before the petroleum goes Into the tank. 

Anadarko said its crews will permanently disconnect the smaller lines, Company spokesman John Christiansen said the separators will 
be powered by compressed air or efectrlcity instead of gas. 

The a ction was voluntary. State regulators said lhey did not order it. 

hllps://mail.googte.ccm/mai~=2&ik=7964d483e6&view=~Br0¥1nstein&qs=:true&search=query&lh= 15c1748b4c2dl'36b&siml=15c1748b4c2d3... 12126 



State.co.us Executive Branch Mall - FW! TODAY' S STATE CLIP5- Wednesday, May 17th 2017 

Colorado Front Range cities and counties, 1 3 state lawmakers and 1 ,539 residents on Tuesday blitzed Gov. John Hlckenlooper with 
letters urging him to accept an appeals court ruling requiring state protection of public safety, health and the environment as a 
precondition before allowing oil and gas drilling. 

Coloradans also have sent about 400 emails and made about 1 00 phone calls- overwhelmingly opposing a legal fight against the 
ruling, Hickenlooper's office reported. 

The letters refer to "the terrible tragedy In Firestone that claimed two lives" and H!ckenlooper's subsequent assurances that public 
safety would be paramount. They ask him to order the Colorado 011 and Gas Conservation Commission not to appeal the ruling to the 
Colorado Supreme Court. 

A "balancing" of Industry and public Interests In the past "at times resulted In compromises to public health, safety and welfare 
because of the need to foster and allow oil and gas production," Adams County commission chairwoman Eva Henry wrote In one Jetter. 

011 and gas development should be done "only when such development Is completed subJect to protection of public health, safety and 
welfare, Including protection of the environment and wildlife resources," Henry said, citing the Colorado Court of Appeals' Martinez 
case ruling. 

"Adams County agrees with the conclusion that the COGCC's mission should be that development of oil and gas In Colorado be 
regulated and allowed only when It Is subJect to protection of public health, safety and welfare," Henry wrote on behalf of her 
county's five commissioners. "We encourage you not to appeal this case and request Adams County's participation when COGCC re
examines Its rules and regulations In light of the clarified and clearer vision as to Its mission, as determined by the recent court ruling." 

Broomfield Mayor Randy Ahrens said local leaders have a duty to protect their people's safety and environment, encouraging 
Hlckenlooper to "exercise your power to direct the COGCC not to seek additional appeal." 

This political pressure, fallout from the Firestone disaster, builds on a call by environment groups Monday urging Hickenlooper not to 
fight the ruling. 

Oil and gas Industry groups also have weighed In saying Hlckenlooper would be "well-backed" In a legal challenge. 

A request asking the Supreme Court to consider a review would have to be filed by Thursday to meet a court deadline, which was 
extended In response to COGCC and American Petroleum Institute motions. 

On March 23, Colorado appeals court Judges ruled that protecting public health and the environment Is "a condition that must be 
fulfilled" by the state before oil and gas drilling can be done. The COGCC must go beyond balancing industry Interests with protection 
of people and the environment, the judges said, and make sure people and the environment aren't hurt. 

State oil and gas commissioners on May 1 voted unanimously to seek high court review of that ruling. Their rationale was to gain 
"clarity," and commissioner Bob Randall, director of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources, said appealing the ruling should 
not suggest indifference to public safety. 

Those statements "are certain to feed cynicism and mistrust of your administration and the fossil fuel Industry at a time when a 
concerted, unified effort to Increase safeguards Is of unquestionable Importance," a letter signed by 39 city council members and other 
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"I know this Is the right choice," school board member Susan Harmon said. 

Many In the audience lauded Glass for his ability to reac:h across the aide and build coalitions. They also commended him for his open 
c:ommunlc:a•lon In thoughtful artkles he has written for newspapers and on soc:lal media. They said Glass was someone who respects 
teachers and Is In tum respected by them. 

"I think we';e In a place where we can start bulldfng bridges; again," said Lisa Cook, a parent of students 111 Jefferson County schools. 

Jefferson County Public: Schools has been through a rocky period since 2013, when a reform-minded board took power and attempted 
to head In new directions on curriculum and school choice. Many feachers vodferously resisted the new leadership's direction, and 
student walkouts were prevalent In fall 2014. 

Glass, who will ~art work July 1, was given a three-year contract that pays him a base salary of $265,000 a year. The contract calls 
for the district to contribute the equivalent of 7 percent of Glass• annual salary- or $1 8,550- to a tax-sheltered annuity plan. 

He also will get an automobile allowan.c:e of $750 a mon'h and 25 vacation days a year .. But there doesn't appear to be the 
performance pay for Glass that Mc:Minlmee was eligib le to receive beyond his $220,000 bate salary. 

Grass earns $195,500 plus benefits with Eagle County Schools. 

'"The salary Is absolutely In line with the size of the district," said Melissa Gibson., director of membe u hJp and strategic: partners at the 
Colorado Association of School Executives. "They want to attract the best possible candidate;" 

According to Colorado Department of Education salary data, the highest-pa id superln.lendent In Colorado· before Glass' contract was 
approved Tuesday was Harry Bull of Cherry Creek schools, at $250,000 a year. 

Denver Public Schools Is the only district larger than Jefferson County by student count. Superintendent Tom Boasberg makes sllghtly 
more than $236,000 In base salary, althoug'h he earned a $39,500 petformance bonus last year. He donated $19,500 of his bonus 
to the Denver Public Schools Foundation, as he has done In previous years. 

Glass lold the audience Tuesday that the community's biggest stumbling blocks in strengthening •he 86,0000-student district are 
"ignorance and poverty." 

"It will take this community striving logether to defeat them," he said. "We have to work on coming together and uniting." 

Energy, Natural Resources & the Environment 

Denver Post: Political fallout of deadly Firestone explosion turns up heat on Hickenlooper 

By Bruce Finley 

05/16/2017 
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The show's creators remain unapologetic, saying their frank depletion of suicide needs to be unflinching and raw. 

"Many people are accusing the show of glamorizing suicide and I feel strongly- and I think everyone who made the show- feel 
very strongly that we did the exact opposite," writer Brian Yorkey sold. "What we did was portray suicide and we portrayed It as 
very ugly and very damaging." 

Jay Asher, who wrote the bestselling book after a close relative attempted suicide as a teenager, said he has spoken at schools In all 
50 states and tells students he would not be there If It weren't for teachers who were not afraid to talk about uncomfortable topics. 

"Over and over, readers describe 'Thirteen Reasons Why' as the flrst time they felt understood," Asher said. "Recognizing that people 
will understand Is the first step toward asking for help." 

James LaRue, director of the Office for Intellectual Freedom at the American Library Association, said he understands why Grasso 
wanted to review the book, but "Instead of just reacting to a moment, you get people together and make a sensible decision." 

"Sometimes the world Is a dangerous place, but reading about It Isn't," he said. 

Denver Post: Jeffco schools to pay new superintendent Jason Glass highest base salary In Colorado 

By John Aguilar 

05/16/2017 

GOLDEN- All five members of the Jefferson County Public Schools Board of Education voted Tuesday afternoon to name Jason Glass 
the new superintendent of Colorado's second-largest school district, awarding him a $265,000-a-year pay package- the highest 
base salary of any superintendent In the state. 

"It's time for us to set a new course," said board member Brad Rupert to a mostly full room at district headquarters In Golden. 

The reception in the room for Glass -steady applause and a standing ovation -couldn't have been more different than what 
greeted outgoing superintendent Dan McMlnimee when he took the same job three years ago under a completely different board. 
That night in 20 14, people In the audience derided McMinimee for what they claimed was a lack of experience and credentials, and 
two members of the board voted against hiring him. 

McMinlmee, who came to Jefferson County from an administrative post with the Douglas County School District, was selected to be 
superintendent by members of a controversial board majority who themselves lost their Jobs at the ballot box during a 201 S recall 
election. 

On Tuesday, there were only kind words for Glass, a 45-year-old father of two who has led the Eagle County School District as 
superintendent since 2013. Before that he was the director of education for the state of Iowa. Glass was named the sole finalist for the 
superintendent position by the board May 1, after a months-long nationwide search. 
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"It would be hard for anybody who has dealt with suicide to not have a heightened awareness of things, to perhaps be a linle more 
cautlou:~. about thtngs," said Leigh Grasso, the curriculum director for the 22,000-student Mesa County Valley School District who 
decided to pull the book. 

Related: Cotorado Springs-area school districts respond to graphtc depletion of teeQ suicide 

The young a dub novel, published in 2007, follows a high school girl who kills heuelf after creating a series of tapes for her classmates 
to ploy after her death. She gave the tapes to people who Influenced her decision. 

Her death In the Netfllx series Is depicted In the final episode of the first season, and the graphic scene has p rompted schools act:oss 
the country to send reners to parents and guardians with tips on how to prevent suicide. 

From upstote New York to the Midwest and California, school administrators have warned that the series sensationalizes suicide and 
does not provide a good roadmap for people struggling with mental Illness, There Is no evidence that any of the Mesa County students 
who kltfed themselves since the beginning of the school year were lnsplf"ed by the series or the book .. 

Grasso, who has. not read the book or watched the series, appears to be one of only a few school leaders In the country who has taken 
the book out of circulation. Another school district In Minnesota temporarily pulled the book after a parent complained tha' it 
refe renced sex, 

Grasso cited media a nention and recent events {n an April 28 email to district librarians letting them know about her decisioiL 

Of the 20 copies available m the school district, 19 were checked out at the time and were not affected by the directive. Still, several 
librarians protested, and the order was rescinded about three hours after It was Issued. 

Grasso said the book was made available again after librarians and school counselors determined it did not include scenes as graphic 
as those depleted In the Netflix series. 

"I think we were just being cau1ious until we had the opportunity to look a t the book and see how closely related to the movie It was," 
she told The Associated Press. 

Grasso said her deCision did not amount to censorship because the book was not permanently banned - an argument that drew some 
pushback In the school dlslrlct. 

The Grand Junction Daily Sen,inel cited one librarian saying there is a formo!, board-approved process to challenge books in the 
district. 

•1 belleve it Is our duty to follow that process, because censorship Is a slippery slope," the librarian wrote. 

The newspaper, which obtained the feedback through an open records request and did not name the librarians, reported that a 
middle school librarian wrote, "Once we start pulling and censoring books for all students as a reactive measure there is no line to 
which we follow." 
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Board member JulleMarle Shepherd argued that the title of the resolution - "A resolution to keep Aurora Public Schools a safe and 
Inclusive school community"- was too broad and made It sound like the resolution helped all students, when It doesn't, she said. 

She gave the example of a gender non-conforming child, saying, ''this resolution does nothing to protect them." 

Board member Jorgensen argued that the resolution was for all students, saying that many of the community members who helped 
write the resolution only did It for the safety of other children, not their own. He added that he wants his own child to be in a school 
where all children feel safe. 

"By serving the kids on the fringe, we serve all our kids," Jorgensen said. 

The final resolution approved was changed to be called "A resolution to reaffirm APS' Inclusive practices and beliefs for all students 
regardless of documentation status." 

After Tuesday's vote and discussion, parents said they felt some of the board members' comments were rude, but said they respected 
all opinions and said they were happy the resolution still passed. 

Districts across the country, Including In neighboring Denver, have passed similar resolutions, often with stronger language that 
specifically prohibits district staff from giving Information or cooperating with Immigration officials. 

A spokeswoman for Denver Public Schools confirmed recently that the district received a request for Information In April from federal 
Immigration officials. She could not say more specifically what Information was requested, but said the district did not comply. 

Aurora's city council Monday night passed a resolution stating Aurora Is not a "sanctuary city," and that It will comply with all 
Immigration laws. Oty officials expressed concern about losing federal money after the Trump administration said they would withhold 
funding from furisdlctions that do not cooperate with federal Immigration authorities. 

Colorado Springs GazeHe: Colorado school district pulls suicide book 'Thirteen Reasons Why' 

By Thomas Pelpert, Associated Press 

05/16/2017 

DENVER -As a Colorado community mourns the loss of seven students who recently killed themselves, a school district official ordered 
librarians to temporarily stop circulating a book that's the basis for Netfllx's popular new series "13 Reasons Why," which some critics 
say romanticizes suicide. 

The order rankled some librarians who called It censorship, and It appears to be a rare Instance In which the book has been removed 
from circulation- albeit briefly. 

It also has highlighted the debate about balancing freedom of speech with concerns about students, 
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The .6\urora school board unanimously approved a resolution Tuesday aimed at helping Immigrant students feel safer, but not before 
fault lines emerged over Its tltte and Intent. 

The board debated whether the resolution supported all students or Just some, and one board member suggested Immigrants In other 
parts of the country were "'aklng people feel unsafe. 

The resolution, proposed and written by a group of pat8flts and community members, largely reaffirms district policies for dealing with 
federal immigration enforcement actions. 

"We have a legal obligation to serve aU students no matter their documentation status," board member Dan Jorgensen said. 

The tesolution was $pearheaded by RISE Colorado, a local nonprofit. Parents, students and community members who worked to write 
the resolution spoke to the board at a meeting eallller this month and said they needed to know the district sup ported them so they 
coul'd feet a little safer. 

''It would send a message rhat the district Is on the sfde of families," one mother wrote In a letter that was read to the board. 

Students, par~mts a ttd community members supporting the resolutfon wore buttons that read, "Keep APS Safe." 

The resolution diJects the school district to ensure officials are not collecting Information about the lega'l sta tus of students or their 
families, that they keep schools safe for studenls and families, and that a memo the district sent to school leaders In February gets 
translated and made available to a ll families and all staff. 

The memo outlines the procedures Aurora school leaders shoufd follow if Interacting w.lth lmmlgrallon and Customs Enforcement agents 
a t a schooL 

The resolution also calls for district officials to write a plan for how to react If an Immigration enforcement action prevents a parent 
from picking up a student from school. 

But before voting, school board members discussed the resolution"s title and whether the re1olution was for a ll students. 

Education news. In your lnbox. Sign up for our email newsletter 

Aurora school board member Cathy Wildman said Aur01a a tready has enough policies creating safe schools by prohibiting 
discrimination. She said the resolution was about one group of students, and not really for all students. 

"I guess I feel that we are setting aside, or creating additional rufes a nd policies In some ways where peop'le broke the rules," 
Wildman said. 

She added that some Immigrants have made some areas of the country unsafe and said In one Instance her nieces travelfng to southern 
California were told to tum around because It would not be safe for them. 
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Holder's policy was part of an emerging criminal Justice reform movement. Since 2009, more than half the states have passed 
legislation to relax mandatory minimums and restore judicial discretion -Including deep-red Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, and South Carolina. A new crop of prosecutors Is openly questioning the use of long prison terms for minor drug crimes. And 
a bill to ease federal sentencing has bipartisan support In Congress. 

Sessions Is bent on reversing this progress. 

It would be one thing If Holder's reform efforts had failed - but they did not. The federal prison population fell for the first time after 
40 years of exponential growth. It Is down 14 percent over the past 3V2 years. While we need a wider conversation about how we 
sentence all offenders, Including violent offenders, state and federal, this was a start. The 2013 policy sent a message about the need 
to be smart, not Just tough, on crime, and the role of prosecutors In that effort. 

Sessions' assault on the past few years of progress might also make sense If mandatory minimums for minor drug offenses were 
necessary to combat crime- but they are not. A 2014 study by the U.S. Sentencing Commission found that defendants released early 
(based on sentencing changes not related to mandatory minimums) were not more likely to reoffend than prisoners who served their 
whole sentences. That Is, for drug charges, shorter sentences don't compromise public: safety. Indeed, research shows It is the certainty 
of punishment - not the severity -that deters crime. 

Sessions' fixation on mandatory minimums might also be more palatable If they were cost-effective- but they are not. Federal prison 
costs have ballooned to $7 billion, more than a quarter of DOJ's budget, driven by a population that Is nearly half drug offenders. 
And yet as detailed by the conservative American Legislative Exchange Council last year, most experts believe that expending public 
resources to Incarcerate these offenders Is profoundly Inefficient. 

Sessions' defenders will say his policy only requires prosecutors to charge the defendant's true conduct and apply the statutes Congress 
enacted. But floor statements from legislators show that Congress Intended these mandatory minimums to be used against "kingpins" 
and "middle-level dealers," not the minor offenders to whom they have been applied. 

One of us served as a federal prosecutor under Holder and had mandatory minimum charges at his disposal. The message from the 
top down was that prosecutors were to pursue Justice. Winning did not mean getting the longest sentence possible. It meant getting the 
right sentence, one that fit the crime and that respected the Interests of victims, defendants, and the public. 

The other of us served as a federal judge for 17 years, Including during the heyday of the Ashcroft regime. She believes that roughly 
80 percent of the sentences she was obliged to Impose were unJust, unfair and disproportionate. Mandatory penalties meant that she 
couldn't individualize punishment for the first-time drug offender, or the addict, or the woman whose boyfriend coerced her Into the 
drug trade. 

Under Sessions, prosecutors will be required almost always to charge mandatory minimums, however unJust. They will bind judges' 
hands even when the facts cry out for more measured punishment. The result will be great suffering. And there Is no good reason for it. 

Education 

Denver Po1t: Aurora school board approves resolution to protect immigrant students, though some raise 
questions 

By Yesenla Robles, Chalkbeat Colorado 

05/17/2017 

https'Jim all.gocgle.com/maillb'360/ul!ll?li=2&ik=7964d483e6&vifHI=pl&q=Brcwnslein&qs=lrue&search=query&lh= 15c174Sb4c2d336b&siml= 15c1748b4c2d33... 5126 



Slate.co.us Executive Branch Mail- FW~ TODAY'S STATE CUPS- Wednesday, May 17lh 2017 

His bill also called for new rules, notably that "no officer or employee of the Federal Government who has exercised extreme 
carelessness In the handling of classified information may be granted a security clearance," according to the measure. 

Asked whether the current situation was similar, Gardner tried to draw a distinction. 1'That legislation was talking about a legal rlgh1, 
ot the time that was the issue- somebody who had a legal right to the lnformaffon," he satd. 

Thoug!l he was opposed to Clinton, Gardner never has been a big Trump fan. Last year he called on Trump to drop out of the 
presidential race and said he wouldn't vote for him. 

Aariculture, Rural Communities 

Denver Poat: This judge and prosecutor warn of "great suffering" with Sessions' return to mandatory minimum 
sentences 

By Nancy Gertner and Chlraag Bains, The Washington Post 

05/16/2017 

Last week, AHorney General Jeff SeJSions Instructed the nation's 2,300 federal prosecutors to pursue the most serious charges In all but 
exceptional cases. Rescinding a 2013 policy that sought to avoid mandatory minimums for low-level, nonviolent drug offenders, 
Sessions wrote It was the "moral and Just" thing to do, 

Sesslon~o coufd n't be mote wrong. We served as a federal prosecutor and a federal fudge respect,vely.ln our experience, mandatory 
minimums have swelled the federal prison population ond led to scandalous racial disparities. They have caused untold misery at great 
expense. And *hey have not made us safer. 

Mandatoty federal drug sentencing Is unforgiving, A person w•th one prior drug felony who Is charged with possession of 1 0 grams of 
LSD, 50 grams of methamphetamine, or 280 grams of crack cocaine with ilttent to distribute faces 20 years to life. With two priors -
no maHer how long ago they occurred - the penalty Is life without parole. As one federal fudge has wriHen, these are sentences that 
"no one -not even the prosecutors themselves- thinks are appropriate." 

They waste human potential. They harm the 5 mi11ion child ren who have or have had a parent in prison -Including one irl nine black 
children, And lihey wreak economic devastation on poor communities. Studies have found, for example, that formerSy incarcerated 
empfoyees make 1 0 to 40 percent less money than sfmllar workers with no history of Incarceration and that the probability of a famiCy 
being In poverty inc~eases by almost 40 percent when a father Is imprisoned. 

Slill, In 2003 then-Attorney General John Ashcroft pushed line prosecutors to charge mandatory minimums whenever possible. His 
policy helped grow the fedetal prison populatiofl from 172,000 to nearly 220,000 over the next 10 years. This was part of a wider 
national trend that grew the country'$ Incarcerated population to 2.2 million, almost 60 percent of them black and Latino. 

In 201 3, AHomey General Eric Holder recognized that this system of mass Incarceration was at odds with the Justice Department's 
vaWes. He told attorneys to reserve the most severe penalties for the most serious offenses. That meant charging cases in a way tho* 
would not trigger mandatory minimums for a spec:iflc group of defendants: nonviolent, low-level drug offenders, with no ties to gangs 
or cartels, no involvement in trafficking to minors, and no slgnlflcont crimina[ history. 
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Grand Junction Dally Sentinel: Editorial: Guv should sign 1313 

National News Summary 

WP leads with: Corney memo: Trump urged halt to Flynn probe; President's crises bring the GOP to a point of 
reckoning; NSA feared Its hacking tool would get out. Then It did.; Trump claims 'right' to share; In D.C., an anti
development crusader or extortionist~; Amid Oval Office sanctity, wide grins and loose lips 

NYT leads with: Corney Memo Says Trump Asked Him to End Flynn Investigation; Israel Said to Be Source of Secret 
Intelligence Trump Gave to Russians; Democrats Escalate Calls for Trump Inquiry, With Republicans More Reserved; 
Malware Case Is Major Blow for the N.S.A.; 'Vulnerable Voices' Lash Out as Companies Sway Climate Talks; Babies 
From Skin Cells~ Prospect Is UnseHiing to Some &parts 

WSJ leads with: Trump Asked Corney to Drop Flynn Investigation, According to Memo; White House Turmoil Puts GOP 
Agenda at Risk; Activist Investors Have a New Bloodlust: CEOs; Disney's lger Isn't About to Let Go as CEO; Despite 
Promises, Car Makers Are Set on Job Cuts 

Colorado State Politics 

Denver Post: Cory Gardner on Donald Trump's meeting with Russian diplomats: "We simply have to have more 
Information." 

By Mark K. MaHhews 

05/16/2017 

WASHINGTON- U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner sold Tuesday that the White House should be forthcoming about what happened last week 
when President Donald Trump met with Russian officials In the Oval Office- a conference In which Trump Is sold to have revealed 
classified Information. 

"There have been conflicting reports out of the White House," said Gardner, R-Colo., when asked about a story In The Washington 
Post that said Trump shared sensitive information about the Islamic State. 

"I think If they were reported accurately, It's a concern," he added. "We have to have Information. We simply have to have more 
Information. It's my understanding the Senate Intelligence CommiHee has requested that." 

The potential release of classified information has bothered Gardner before- though not with Trump. 

Last year, he Introduced a measure aimed at Hillary Clinton that would have revoked her security clearances after It was revealed she 
used a private server to handle emalls while serving as U.S. Secretary of State. 
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De.wer Post: Cory Gardner on Donald Trump's meeting with Russian diplomats: "We simply have to have 
more infonnation." 

Agriculture, Rural Communities 

Denver PostJ This judge and prosecutor wam of "great suffering" with Sessions' return to mandatory minimum 
sentences 

, Education 

Denver Post: Aurora school board approves resolution to protect immigrant students, though some raise 
questions 

Cotorado Springs Gazette: Colorado school district pulls suic ide book 'Thirteen Reasons Why' 

Denver Post: Jeffco schools to pay new superintendent Jason Glass highest base salary in Colorado 

Energy, Natural Resources & the Environment 

Denver Post: Political fallout of deadly Firestone explosion turns up heat on Hickenlooper 

Colorado Springs Gazette: Energy company unhooks gas lines after fatal Colorado blast 

Colorado Sp,lngs Gazette: Deadline looms for state to appeal court decision on oil and gas drilling 

Immigration 

Denver Post: Aurora launches programs aimed at helping immigrant community start art-related businesses 

Colorado Sp1lngs Gazette: Denver suburb has many immigrants; says it's not a sanctuary city 

Jobs and the Economy 

Denver Post: Denver's Deny Designs acquired for $12 million by California parent of its chief home-goods 
competitor 

Transportation 

Denver Post: State legislators set to probe 1-70 project through Denver as environmental impact gets more 
attention 

Denver Post: Why hundreds of hail-battered cars are limping into a Mile High Stadium parking lot 

Opinion 

Denver Post: Editorial: Someone should tell President Trump: Loose lips sink ships 

CoTorado Springs Gazettet Editorial: Call a special session, for transportation only 

Durango Herald: Editorial: Suicide awareness: Summit is a start, but there is much to be learned to help 
those most in need 
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STATE OF 
COLORADO Lynne • GovOffice, Donna 

FW: TODAY'S STATE CLIPS- Wednesday, May 17th 2017 
1 message 

Martin, Sara <smartin@bhfs.com> Wed, May 17, 2017 at 10:40 AM 
To: Donna Lynne- GovOffice >, Douglas Friednash- GovOffice <djfriednash@state.co.us>, 
"Simon.Tafoya@state.co.us" <simon.tafoya@state.co.us> 

FYI 

Sara Martin 
Policy Advisor 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
410 Seventeenth Street, Suite 2200 

Denver, CO 80202 

303.223.1438 tel 

smartin@bhfs.com 

From: Michael Stratton [mallto:stratco2@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 17, 201710:40 AM 
To: Martin, Sara 
SUbject: Fwd: TODAY'S STATE CUPS- Wednesday, May 17th 2017 

Michael Stratton 

--Original Message-
From: Tercek, Margo (Bennet) (Bennet) <Margo_Tercek@bennet.senate.gov> 
Sent: Wed, May 17, 2017 7:46am 
Subject: TODAY'S STATE CUPS- Wednesday, May 17th 2017 

TODAY'S NEWS- Wednesday, May 17,2017 

Colorado State Politics 
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Williams - GovOffice, Laurie <laurie.williams@state.co.us>

Anadarko’ s Recent Statement on Colorado Operations  

Williams - GovOffice, Laurie <laurie.williams@state.co.us> Wed, Apr 26, 2017 at 3:50 PM
To: "Taylor, Chantell" <Chantell.Taylor@anadarko.com>

Thank you for sharing the statement, Chantell. 

Laurie Williams
Energy and Natural Resources Policy Advisor

P 303.866.2170 | C  
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
laurie.williams@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.

On Wed, Apr 26, 2017 at 3:41 PM, Taylor, Chantell <Chantell.Taylor@anadarko.com> wrote:

Hi Laurie,

 

I wanted to reach out to you personally about the tragic home explosion and fire in Firestone, Colo., which occurred on
April 17.  Al and others on our team have spoken with the Governor, but I wanted to let you know you can reach out to
me if you need anything at all as this unfolds over the coming weeks.  Our statement is attached.

 

Chantell

 

Chantell Taylor, Esq.

Government Relations Manager

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

1099 18th Street, Suite 1800

Denver, CO 80202

Chantell.Taylor@Anadarko.com

Direct: (720) 929-6093

Main: (720) 929-6000

Mobile

 



laurie.williams@state.co.us

Dinner
Created by: alexandra.murray@state.co.us  ·  Your response: Yes, I'm going

Time

6pm - 8pm (Mountain Time)

Date

Tue May 30, 2017

Where

Mansion

My Notes

Guests

jackic.melmed@state.co.us
Kurtis Morrison - GovOffice
larry.wolk@state.co.us
laurie.williams@state.co.us
Matt Lepore - DNR
robert.randall@state.co.us

erika.sisneros@state.co.us
johnie.a.abad@state.co.us
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER
  

Hickenlooper blasts House approval of American Health Care Act – Denver
Post 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper blasted the U.S. House of Representative’s
passage of the American Health Care Act on Thursday, saying that the bill,
“threatens to end health insurance coverage for hundreds of thousands of hard
working Coloradans.” 
  
Hickenlooper’s lieutenant governor, former health care executive Donna Lynne,
said the AHCA scrambles the state’s health safety net. 
  
“We are going to have to reconstruct a whole new health system because of
this,” she said. 
  

Hickenlooper - GovOffice, John 

JWH Clips: Friday , May 5, 2017 | Term 613| Session: 5  
1 message

Caroline Gaines <Caroline.Gaines@state.co.us> Fri, May 5, 2017 at 8:00 AM
Reply-To: Caroline Gaines <Caroline.Gaines@state.co.us>
To: J 
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Those were two of the most prominent local responses Thursday to the bill’s
passage, which came as many Colorado lawmakers and other health policy
observers were focused more locally on a deal at the state Capitol to spare
Colorado hospitals from hundreds of millions of dollars in funding cuts. 
  
  
Colorado governor faces more pressure to grant clemency to Rene Lima-Marin
– Denver Post 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper is facing increasing pressure to grant
clemency to Rene Lima-Marin, a convicted criminal who rebuilt his life after
being mistakenly released early from a 98-year prison sentence and later
returned when the error was discovered. 
  
The General Assembly unanimously approved a resolution, finalized Thursday,
urging the Democratic chief executive to spare Lima-Marin, 38, from “cruel and
unusual punishment by separating him from his family and the life he built as a
rehabilitated, free citizen.” 
  
“It’s our duty as an elected body to stand for … what our correctional system
should be — a second chance, a chance at rehabilitation,” said Sen. Dominick
Moreno, a Commerce City Democrat and sponsor. 
  
The term-limited Hickenlooper, who leaves office in January 2019, has not
signaled his intentions in the Aurora man’s case. His office received the
clemency application and is reviewing the matter, a spokeswoman said. 
  
  
Following Home Explosion, Colorado Lawmakers Explore Regulatory Updates -
KRCC 
Governor John Hickenlooper wants the state to reevaluate how it inspects oil
and gas wells in the wake of a fatal home explosion in Firestone. An oil and gas
flow line was found to be severed and leaking methane and other gases. Two
people died and another was critically injured in the explosion.  
  
State officials are still trying to get the full picture of what went wrong. But that
hasn't stopped the governor from ordering energy companies to inspect
thousands of flow lines within 1,000 feet of occupied buildings, and to ensure
that abandoned lines are properly marked and sealed. 
  
"I think we're going to reevaluate our entire inspection process and try and look

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=ec30d53673&e=1398fbf492
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at what should an inspector have noticed. Because -- look at the pictures. It just
looks likes any old wellhead," said Hickenlooper. "There is no way of knowing
this particular line goes in the other direction and is actually severed. You can't
tell that at the wellhead." 
  
Anadarko Petroleum owns the well and there is still an investigation into when
and how the pipe was severed. Hickenlooper said a public map marking all
existing and abandoned oil and gas lines could help prevent these types of
instances in the future. 
  
  
Commentary: Why Americans want a "New Relationship" with their government
– CBS News 
  
  
  
 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DONNA LYNNE
  
  
Cutting $1 billion from Colorado Medicaid would hurt, especially in rural
Colorado – Denver Post 
Congress is once again considering major changes to the Affordable Care Act
which has expanded coverage and resulted in improved health outcomes for
our entire state over the last five years. The new proposed American Health
Care Act (AHCA) is a bill that would cut critical funding to Colorado’s Medicaid
program, as well as put at risk major gains in coverage and quality. While cuts
to Medicaid would affect the entire state, Colorado’s rural communities would
be hit particularly hard. 
  
Despite a statewide economy that is growing, people in many of Colorado’s
rural communities continue to struggle to make ends meet. The average annual
wage in Eastern and Southern Colorado is just $35,000 per year, $20,000
below the state average. Rural counties like Huerfano, Conejos, and Rio
Blanco have unemployment rates nearly double the state average. 
  
The financial struggles of so many rural Coloradans make Medicaid even more
important in these communities. Medicaid provides many hard working people
in Colorado with the health coverage and care they need. According to the
Colorado Health Institute, over 185,000 rural Coloradans, rely on Medicaid.

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=c158470e9b&e=1398fbf492
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Medicaid covers more than 40 percent of many rural county’s residents,
including Otero, Prowers, Huerfano, Conejos, Costilla, Rio Grande, Saguache,
Alamosa and Pueblo. In many other counties upwards of 30 percent are
covered by Medicaid. Since Colorado expanded Medicaid, we’ve cut the rate of
uninsured in rural counties by half, and 90 percent of rural Coloradans now
have health coverage. Colorado’s Medicaid program is keeping costs down
while improving the quality of health care. 
  
The Medicaid program spends less than 4 percent on administration and has
kept its per capita costs flat since 2012. Coloradans who participate in
Medicaid’s Accountable Care Collaborative program for longer periods of time
are less likely to visit the emergency room and are more likely to receive
important preventive care, like well-child visits. Since 2011, the Accountable
Care Collaborative has saved Colorado taxpayers more than $140 million, and
emergency room usage is down 6 percent and prenatal care is up 23.6 percent. 
  

New health care plan a nightmare for Coloradans? Depends on who you ask –
Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
Measure to spur condo construction finally passes, but it’s not “a magic bullet” –
Denver Post 
Now that state lawmakers have passed the first measure in years to abate
construction-related lawsuits against condo builders, new developments should
start sprouting across the metro area like so many spring flowers. 
  
Right? 
  
Not so fast, says Home Builders Association of Denver CEO Jeff Whiton. 
  
House Bill 1279, which stipulates that legal action against a builder for alleged
construction flaws can only proceed when more than half of all homeowners in
a condominium complex agree to it, is “not the cure-all” for what has become
an anemic number of condo starts in Colorado. 
  
More needs to be done to reduce the number of lawsuits filed against condo

http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=75e98ef4a8&e=1398fbf492
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builders, which he said drive up insurance rates and chase developers from the
state. 
  
  
Hate crime legislation extended to protect LGBTQ people and people with
disabilities – Colorado Springs Independent 
Wednesday was a big day for LGBTQ Coloradans and Coloradans with
disabilities. With bi-partisan support, Gov. John Hickenlooper signed HB-1188
into law. The bill, which easily passed out of the house (48-15) and senate (23-
12), will add LGBTQ people and people with disabilities to the state’s existing
hate-crime laws. 
  
Now, the law “prohibits the intimidation or harassment of another person
because of that person's actual or perceived race, color, religion, ancestry,
national origin, physical or mental disability, or sexual orientation.” (Of note: the
bill does not mention gender identity, which raises questions about its extension
to transgender and gender nonconforming citizens). 
  
In addition, HB-1188 raises crimes against these categories of people from a
class three to a class one misdemeanor. That means higher fines and a higher
maximum jail sentence for offenders. 
  
The bill’s sponsors, Sen. Dominick Moreno (D), Rep. Mike Foote (D) and Sen.
Don Coram (R), were able to bolster support from both parties, a feat that often
proves difficult in legislation related to protections for LGBTQ people. 
  
  
Tougher Colorado law signed on bail in domestic violence cases – Pueblo
Chieftain 
A bill that prevents people convicted of felony stalking or domestic violence
from being granted bail before sentencing was signed into law by Gov. John
Hickenlooper this week. 
  
Rep. Clarice Navarro, R-Pueblo, sponsored House Bill 1150. The measure was
passed on unanimous votes in both the House and Senate. 
  
Navarro said the time lapse between a conviction and sentencing on those
charges can be as much as six weeks. 
  
"This new law will be a sigh of relief to many victims who after enduring the
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stress of a criminal trial, won't have to fear retaliation from their attacker," she
said in a statement. 
  
  
Colorado lawmakers reach sweeping deal to stave off $528 million cut to
hospitals – Denver Post 
Top Colorado lawmakers on Thursday announced a major agreement to avert
potentially catastrophic cuts to the state’s hospitals, capping off weeks of tense
negotiation on the far-reaching package. 
  
The measure would reverse a planned $528 million cut to hospitals, while
boosting funding to roads and schools. It also would provide a tax break to
small businesses, hike recreational marijuana taxes, increase Medicaid co-pays
and lower the state’s spending cap by $200 million. 
  
Despite concerns on both sides, top lawmakers said the bill has the votes to
pass both chambers. Initially viewed as a longshot when it was introduced in
March, the legislation now contains a dozen major provisions that touch
virtually every top spending priority at the state Capitol. 
  
Its passage could salvage what for many lawmakers has been a disappointing
legislative session after a grand transportation compromise unraveled weeks
earlier. 
  
  
Viano: GOP health insurance reform bill must stop Obamacare-induced
bleeding – Statesman 
Back in 2010, voters across the nation swept Republicans into office, giving the
GOP the majority in the House of Representatives for the first time in years.
Two years later, Americans allowed the Republicans to take control of the
Senate, and the party has managed to maintain its majority in the federal
legislative branch ever since. 
  
Obviously, many issues have been in play, and each voter has his or her own
individual reasons for selecting the candidate that they did. But there has
undeniably been a common policy thread which has tied these elections
together, a predominant reason for serial GOP majorities, and that has been
the Republican promise to repeal the oxymoronically titled “Affordable Care
Act,” better known colloquially as “Obamacare.” 
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Obamacare has been one of the most steadfastly unpopular government
programs in recent times, and there is little mystery as to why this is so. 
  
The expansive law, intended to reduce health care costs, did exactly the
opposite — saddling Americans with cripplingly high insurance premiums and
enormous tax increases. Forced to subsidize the health insurance of others,
millions of people lost their own. The much-touted insurance exchanges failed
all over the country, as insurance companies simply could not afford the ill-
conceived and economically unsustainable regulations. The only thing
consistently delivered by Obamacare was widespread economic hardship. 
  
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
Rocky Mountain PBS parent gets $6 million grant from Buell Foundation for
new HQ – Denver Business Journal 
 The Buell Foundation is giving the parent of Rocky Mountain PBS television
and KUVO radio a $6 million "leadership" donation toward its capital campaign
to raise $30 million for a new headquarters building in downtown Denver. 
  
Accordingly, Rocky Mountain Public Media's new HQ -- to be located at 21st
and Arapahoe streets -- will be named the Buell Public Media Center, the
broadcaster announced. 
  
“Colorado needs a vibrant epicenter for listening, learning and community
dialogue – a place that connects the public to topics that matter to them – and
we are thrilled to make this important civic investment to better serve our
statewide," said Dan Ritchie, president of the Buell Foundation's Board of
Trustees. 
  
  
Special Report: 2017 Small Business Awards with Small Business Week
roundup – Denver Business Journal 
  
  
 

EDUCATION
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Charter school funding fight — and a contentious amendment — shakes up
Colorado school finance debate – Denver Post 
When state Sen. Owen Hill proposed an amendment to Colorado’s annual
school funding bill, he told his colleagues on the Senate Education Committee
no less than three times that the language was a carbon copy of another bill,
currently stalled, that would benefit charter schools. 
  
It wasn’t. 
  
The amendment, which the Republican-controlled committee approved along
party lines, does more for charter schools than what Hill led lawmakers to
believe. 
  
The unexpected twist comes as the full Senate is expected to debate the
annual school funding bill Friday. The bill, which is necessary to fund the state’s
178 school districts, is one of the last major pieces of legislation lawmakers
must tackle before they adjourn in six days. 
  
Meanwhile, the Democratic chair of the House Education Committee said she
is seeking a last-minute legislative compromise on charter school funding. 
  
  
Colorado schools can’t sue to overturn Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, judge rules –
Chalkbeat.org  
Advocates for greater school funding were dealt a blow Thursday after a U.S.
District Court judge ruled they didn’t have standing in a lawsuit seeking to
overturn the state’s Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights. 
In his opinion, U.S. District Judge Raymond P. Moore said a coalition of
lawmakers, educators and school boards failed to convince him that they had
the right to sue. 
  
Moore’s decision is the latest development in a long-running legal challenge to
the 1992 constitutional amendment that prohibits Colorado lawmakers and
other elected officials from raising taxes without consent from voters. 
  
The lawsuit, which was originally filed in 2011, was given new life late last year
after five school districts joined as plaintiffs. But the addition — meant to meet a
necessary standard a plaintiff must have to sue — did little to sway the judge. 
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Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman, a Republican, said in a statement
she hoped the judge’s decision would put an end to the lawsuit. 
  
  
 

ENERGY& ENVIRONMENT
  
  
Colorado Explosion Brings Calls for Safety but No Quick Fix – US News &
World Report 
Colorado regulators have ordered a snap review of oil and gas pipelines after a
fatal house explosion near a well, but they haven't said how they plan to fix a
fundamental flaw in the system: They don't know where all those pipelines are. 
                                     
Democratic Gov. John Hickenlooper and lawmakers from both parties agree
Colorado needs a comprehensive map of pipelines leading away from the
state's 54,000 wells after an April 17 explosion killed two people in the town of
Firestone. 
  
Investigators blamed gas seeping from a severed underground pipeline, called
a flow line, designed to carry oil or gas from a well to a storage tank or other
collection point. 
  
The line was thought to be out of service and disconnected from the well, but it
was still hooked up with a valve open. Investigators have said they don't know
why. 
  
  
  
New public Denver natural gas transportation company raises $875M in IPO –
Denver Business Journal 
Denver's newest public company — Antero Midstream GP LP — said it raised
$875 million in an initial public offering of its stock. 
  
Antero Midstream GP, with its shares trading on the New York Stock Exchange
under the symbol "AMGP," said its shares were initially priced at $23.50. 
  
In Thursday trading, they closed a bit down, at $22 per share. 
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Antero Midstream operates in the Appalachian Basin in West Virginia, Ohio and
Pennsylvania. 
  
About 80 percent of Antero Midstream GP is owned by Antero Resources
Investment LLC of Denver, and the rest is owned by the public. 
  
 

OF NOTE

  
Commuter rail strikes pedestrian in Denver – Denver Post 
  
 

YOUTH

  
Balis: Fixing youth corrections in Colorado starts by reducing its use –
Statesman 
Disturbing conditions in Colorado’s youth corrections facilities were
documented in the report Bound and Broken by the Child Safety Coalition.
While the allegations and disagreements between the report’s authors and the
state’s Department of Youth Corrections (DYC) might seem unbridgeable, there
is a path forward for Colorado that starts with rethinking its approach to troubled
young people. 
  
Most fundamentally, that path must not be paved with a narrow focus on fixing
correctional practices, but rather by a broader youth justice reform agenda that
seeks opportunities to safely keep young people out of detention and
corrections facilities whenever possible. Our experience at the Annie E. Casey
Foundation helping juvenile justice systems shift from a focus on punishment
and incarceration to rehabilitation and opportunity suggests that Colorado lead
with these four strategies. 
  
  
 

### 
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER
  
  
Hickenlooper on fatal house blast: “Never again,” but state fighting ruling that
public safety, environment must be protected [Interview] – Denver Post 
Facing community demands for greater caution, Gov. John Hickenlooper on
Wednesday called the fatal house explosion caused by a severed oil and gas
industry flowline “a tragedy of immense intensity” and doubled down on his
order to make sure it never happens again. 
  
But state officials simultaneously are mounting a legal challenge to the recent
Colorado Court of Appeals ruling requiring protection of public health, safety
and the environment as a precondition before oil and gas production can
proceed. 
  
Hickenlooper said in a meeting with reporters at his office that oil and gas
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operators already using infra-red devices to detect air pollution at wellheads
could use those same devices to inspect flowlines to detect gas leaks. 
  
He built on the order he issued Tuesday giving companies 60 days to identify
and test flowlines within 1,000 feet of occupied structures, going a step further
to say all flowlines and “anything that is remotely close to a house” must be
inspected, tested and mapped. Locations of underground flowlines,
Hickenlooper said, should be part of a public record available for residents to
review. 
  
  
Hickenlooper: State Responding With ‘Great State Of Urgency’ After Gas
Explosion – Cbs4 
Calling it a “tragedy of immense intensity,” Gov. John Hickenlooper says he is
directing employees across the state of Colorado to respond with “a great state
of urgency” to the news that leaking gas from a truncated natural gas flowline
caused the explosion at a home in Firestone. 
  
A day after ordering a statewide review of existing oil and gas operations,
Hickenlooper says he’s doing everything he can to reassure residents
statewide that their homes that are near gas flow lines are safe. 
  
“We’re going to check flowlines across the state,” Hickenlooper said on
Wednesday. “Anything that’s remotely close to a house, we’re going to check.
And trust me, that’s just the priority; eventually we’ll check every flowline. 
  
Shortly after Tuesday morning’s announcement by officials in Firestone that
leaking underground gas caused the explosion that killed two people,
Hickenlooper ordered that inspections of flowlines within 1,000 feet of occupied
buildings must occur within 30 days and be tested for integrity in 60 days. 
  

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper wants map of gas lines after fatal blast –
Greeley Tribune 
  
  
Colorado’s first Public Lands Day to be celebrated this year – The Durango
Herald  
Colorado officially has a day set aside to celebrate the abundance of public
lands enjoyed by Coloradans and tourists from around the world. 
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Gov. John Hickenlooper read a proclamation Wednesday at the Capitol that
named the third Saturday in May as Public Lands Day in the state ”forever
after.” 
  
For 2017, it means May 20 will be the day for celebration for such wonders as
Mesa Verde National Park and the San Juan National Forest. 
  
The proclamation gives Colorado the unique distinction of being the first to set
aside a day in recognition of the recreational, ecological and economic
resource its public lands represent. 
  
  
Gov. Hickenlooper on the Trump Agenda and Colorado [Interview] - Bloomberg 
  
  

LEGISLATURE
  

Colorado lawmakers send budget bill to governor with reservations Denver
Post 
The $26.8 billion state budget bill is headed to Gov. John Hickenlooper on a
wing and a prayer that another measure will follow to erase the the deep
spending cuts to hospitals. 
  
The state Senate approved the final version on a 33-1 vote Wednesday despite
lamenting a move to balance the budget by giving $264 million less to
hospitals, a total cut worth $528 million once federal matching dollars are
added. 
  
Republicans and Democrats once again expressed hope that a separate far-
reaching spending bill to eliminate the cuts also will make it to the governor’s
desk before the legislative term ends next week. 
  
“Although this is not a perfect product, I sincerely hope we muster the political
courage to fix what’s wrong in this budget to make sure rural hospitals don’t
close,” said Sen. Dominick Moreno, a Commerce City Democrat and budget
writer. 
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Bill to restrict oil and gas 'forced pooling' procedure fails before Colorado
Senate floor – Boulder Daily Camera 
 A bill aimed at liming the influence of the controversial " forced pooling" of
mineral rights throughout Colorado communities failed in the Senate's State,
Veterans and Military Affairs Committee on Wednesday. 
  
Lawmakers in the committee rejected HB17-1336 — the bill titled "Additional
Protections Forced Pooling Order" — by a vote of 3-2. 
  
Sponsored by Rep. Mike Foote, D-Lafayette; Rep. Dave Young, D-Greeley;
Matt Jones, D-Louisville, and Irene Aguilar, D-Denver, the bill sought to revise
the largely-opaque approach to pooling mineral rights in Colorado. 
  
Industry regulations do not require a public record of where or how many
pooling instances exist, and only dictate that companies give homeowners a
35-day notice of plans to pool the minerals beneath them. 
  
  
Late liquor license bill pits smaller stores against some local retail giants -
Statesman 
 Legislation introduced Tuesday to permit independent liquor stores to amass
more than twice as many licenses as last year’s landmark compromise allows
has groups representing smaller merchants warning the move will devastate
Colorado’s mom-and-pop retail landscape, but the bill’s sponsors and
supporters say it’s simply an attempt to level the playing field. 
  
House Bill 1370, set for a hearing before the House Finance Committee on
Wednesday morning — it’s on an accelerated schedule as the General
Assembly nears the end of the 2017 session — would let independent liquor
stores that meet certain requirements own as many as nine retail liquor
licenses over the next decade, while current law caps the number at five. 
  
Last year’s Senate Bill 197, which went from negotiations to approval in just
four days at the very end of the 2016 session, headed off a number of
proposed ballot measures to allow some combination of beer, wine and liquor
sales in grocery and other stores, which the owners of smaller liquor stores
worried would have led to the demise of mom-and-pop stores, particularly in
rural Colorado. 
  
Supporters say this year’s House Bill 1370 is necessary to allow locally owned
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stores to compete with grocery and big-box chains, including Safeway, King
Soopers and Target, which will be able to own as many as 20 liquor licenses
over the next two decades and an unlimited number after that, as a result of
last year’s compromise legislation. 
  
  
Tempers flare over latest effort to expand liquor sales in Colorado – Denver
Post 
Colorado lawmakers are mounting a last-ditch effort to loosen the state’s
restrictions on alcohol sales, arguing that customers are not seeing benefits
from last year’s attempt to shake up the market for booze. 
  
Introduced with just a week left in the legislative session, the measure would
revisit last year’s massive overhaul of the state’s alcohol laws just months after
its provisions began to take effect. 
  
It would allow liquor stores to expand to up to nine locations over 10 years.
Under the law passed last year, they are allowed to operate a total of four
locations by that year, starting with one new location this year. 
  
The proposal also would clarify that Walmart and Target can obtain up to 20
liquor licenses each over a 20-year period. That would put the big-box giants on
a level playing field with grocery chains that won similar allowances in last
year’s hotly debated measure. 
  
On Wednesday, the measure narrowly passed out of the House Finance
Committee, 7-6, over deep reservations of lawmakers in both parties who said
the legislation was moving too quickly and too late in the legislative session. 

  
Two Colorado educators spent months crafting a piece of legislation. Now it’s
about to become state law. – Denver Post 
 Teachers show up at the statehouse all the time while Colorado lawmakers are
debating education policy. Rarely do they have a piece of legislation they
crafted themselves in hand. 
  
Elaine Menardi, education program coordinator for Wings Aerospace Academy
in Denver, and Jess Buller, principal of West Grand Elementary and Middle
School in Kremmling, are changing that. 
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The two educators helped develop this year’s House Bill 1201. 
  
The bill creates a special high school diploma that shows colleges and
employers that graduates are proficient in a blend of coursework that focuses
on science, technology, engineering and math, or STEM. The legislation is the
byproduct of a year-long policy fellowship run by the national education reform
nonprofit America Achieves. 
  
   
New bill aims to crack down on drunk driving, repeat offenders – KKCO 11 
Getting behind the wheel of a vehicle while impaired can be dangerous and
deadly, to the driver and to anyone else on the road. 
  
In Colorado, there were more than 4,600 DUI’s in 2015, according to data
collected by Colorado State Patrol.  Law enforcement works daily to get drunk
drivers off our roads. 
  
“We have so much education and so many people talking about it, and we just
don’t understand why people still drink and drive,” said Trooper Glen Hunter
with Colorado State Patrol. 
The numbers in Mesa County, however, are dropping.  CSP said in 2015 there
were 248 DUI’s in Mesa County. One year later, that number dropped to 226. 
  
  
House Majority Leader on crucial Hospital Fee bill negotiations: ‘We’re so, so
super close’ - Statesman 
 Weeks of tense negotiations and occasional lawmaker blowups are coming to
an end, one way or another, over a linchpin bill that in its last iteration would
raise $1.8 billion in bond money for state transportation upgrades, save state
hospitals from a proposed $500 million cut and lower the state spending limit in
future years by $200 million. 
  
It’s a bold bipartisan proposal and passing it would mark a difficult, grand
political bargain at the Legislature struck in the service of state residents. 
  
“We have already found compromise on major things that we’ve talked about in
the building for many years,” said House Majority Leader KC Becker, a Boulder
Democrat. “I think that’s a huge achievement and we shouldn’t let that slip
away.” 
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Becker was speaking frankly about ongoing negotiations over Senate Bill 267
the day after talks apparently rambled in and out of yet another dip in the road
with just just seven working days left in the legislative session. 
  
Senate sponsor Jerry Sonnenberg, a Republican from Sterling, announced
Monday that agreement would include a Medicaid reform provision requiring
patients to pay the highest possible co-pays allowed under the federal program. 
  
  
Wheat Ridge demands return of records detailing billionaire’s stake in liquor
giant Applejack - Statesman 
Saying the city released records it shouldn’t have, an attorney representing the
city of Wheat Ridge is demanding the immediate return of dozens of pages of
documents concerning a 2014 liquor license application for a new owner of
Applejack Wine and Spirits obtained in March under the Colorado Open
Records Act, The Colorado Statesman has learned. 
  
Questions about ownership of the giant retailer — longtime owner Jim Shpall,
who retained a 20-percent share of the business after bringing on the new
investors, according to the records, boasted a few years back that it’s the
“largest single liquor store in the country” — surround legislation introduced
Tuesday to allow independent liquor stores to acquire eight additional liquor
licenses in coming years instead of the four additional licenses allowed under
current law. 
  
Different organizations representing various locally owned, independent liquor
retailers have been squaring off all session over the issue. 
  
Opponents of House Bill 1370, which is scheduled for its first hearing
Wednesday morning before the House Finance Committee, say the change
would dismantle the delicate balance established in last year’s landmark
overhaul of the state’s liquor licensing laws, ushering in an era of giant retailers
with the ability to gobble up Colorado’s retail liquor landscape. 
  
  
Knights of Columbus warn that Joe Salazar’s Columbus Day ban would fulfill
Klan’s plan - Statesman 
The world’s largest Catholic fraternal organization is coming out swinging
against a bill sponsored by state Rep. Joe Salazar to cancel Columbus Day as
a state holiday in Colorado. 
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The Knights of Columbus — named in honor of explorer Christopher Columbus
— is opposing House Bill 1327, saying the legislation is based on “fake history”
that originated with the Ku Klux Klan’s animosity toward Catholics. 
  
The bill, which would allow state employees a floating day off in October,
passed its first committee appearance last week and is scheduled for what
promises to be a contentious hearing Wednesday afternoon before the House
Local Government Committee. 
  
A similar Salazar-sponsored bill that would have replaced Columbus Day with
Indigenous Peoples’ Day failed last year by a wide margin in a Democratic-
controlled House committee amid complaints it would remove a holiday that
honored Italian Americans in favor of one honoring Native Americans. Salazar,
a Thornton Democrat, disputed this argument but noted that this year’s bill
should lay that controversy to rest, adding that he’s confident Colorado’s Native
American community doesn’t want to take over Columbus Day. 
  
  
EDITORIAL: Legislators must stop Colorado from hiding prisoners like James
Holmes in secret places – Aurora Sentinel  
There’s little doubt now that Colorado state lawmakers must step in to fix the
dangerous problem of state corrections officials hiding more than 100 prison
convicts, including Aurora theater shooter James Holmes. 
  
It’s been more than a year since the public learned that Holmes, one of the
state’s most notorious murderers, had been smuggled out of the state prison
where he was sentenced to spend the rest of his life. 
  
He was sent to a secret location because prison officials believed that Holmes
was unsafe in Colorado and at risk of being injured by other prisoners. 
  
Last week, 9News KUSA broadcast the results from their investigation,
revealing that more than 100 other convicts, including murderers and rapists,
have also been traded off to other states, keeping secret their transfer and
location. 
  
There are numerous levels of wrong with this. 
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Anti-rolling coal bill on its way to governor – Colorado Independent 
 Cyclists, pedestrians and outdoor dining enthusiasts, breathe easier! A bill to
stamp out the practice of “rolling coal,” when a driver of a diesel truck
deliberately revs up exhaust to blow black smoke, is on its way to the governor. 
  
What a long, strange trip it’s been. 
  
Democratic Rep. Joann Ginal of Fort Collins has been pushing for a ban on
“rolling coal” for the last two legislative session. Both her bills died in the
Senate, in 2016 and in early March of this year. 
  
But Ginal, along with Sen. Don Coram, a Montrose Republican, didn’t give up,
and decided to take another version out for a spin. Three weeks after the first
bill died, Coram took the lead on introducing a new version that would soothe
the concerns of his Republican colleagues. 
  
The latest proposal eliminated language saying that those who “roll-coal” intend
to harass or obscure the vision of cyclists, pedestrians and other drivers.
Republicans have raised concerns in the past about proving intent. Supporters
have pointed out that in order to blow that black smoke, exhaust equipment in
diesel vehicles must be illegally, and intentionally, modified. 
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
Colorado mining company's $2.2B acquisition by South African firm is complete
– Denver Business Journal 
  
  
“Field Guide” to Colorado tourist spots off the beaten path guides locals to new
corners of the state- Denver Post 
  
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
  
  
On Shareholder Call, Anadarko CEO Faces Questions About Home Explosion
– Colorado Public Radio 
Anadarko Petroleum posted weak quarterly earnings and faced sharp
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questions Wednesday after a recent fatal home explosion in Firestone, and the
company's decision to close 3,000 wells in the area for inspection. 
The explosion killed two people and injured one. The Frederick-Firestone
Protection District found that an abandoned flow line near the home, which had
been cut, was still connected to a nearby well. 
  
“We are very saddened by the events in Colorado," Anadarko president and
CEO Al Walker told shareholders during an investors conference call. “We are
going to work very hard to understand it better.” 
  
Reuters reported that Anadarko shares fell about 9.4 percent Wednesday after
the earnings report, and that the company estimates the shut down will
translate into 13,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day -- a small percentage of
its 795,000 barrels of oil equivalent in the first quarter. 
  
  
Anadarko Goodwill Campaign Tested After Colorado Blast – Fox Business 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp. has worked hard to be a good neighbor in fast-
growing Colorado, where sprawl has encroached on oil and gas operations,
and homes and wells are sometimes now side by side. 
  
Through a hotline and a community engagement team that often goes door-to-
door, the company has tried to proactively defuse tensions with those who live
and work near its sites. It implemented plans to minimize truck traffic and noise
and lower methane emissions, and has tried to make its operations as small
and unobtrusive as possible. 
  
That goodwill campaign now faces a tough test, following an explosion last
month that killed two people at a home built less than 200 feet from a natural
gas well operated by Anadarko. 
  
Authorities on Tuesday said the April 17 blast at a home in Firestone, a town
about 30 miles north of Denver, was caused by unrefined and odorless gas that
appears to have leaked from an abandoned gas line attached to the well. 
  
  
Inside The Debate Over Repealing Curbs On Methane Leaks – Colorado Public
Radio 
A deadline is fast approaching for Republican lawmakers who want to undo an
Obama-era regulation that aims to limit the emissions of methane — a powerful
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greenhouse gas — from energy production sites on public lands. 
                                                                  
The oil and gas industry is lobbying lawmakers to permanently repeal the rule,
as it has other recent environmental regulations, using the Congressional
Review Act — a legislative tool that not only undoes a regulation, but prevents
the federal government from ever implementing a similar rule. 
  
There's a catch, though: Lawmakers only have a set amount of time to use the
act. And the deadline to repeal the Bureau of Land Management's methane
rule is widely believed to be next week. 
  
New Mexico rancher Don Schreiber is counting down the days. 
  

Hickenlooper, 11 other governors tell Trump the Paris climate agreement is
good for American jobs – Denverite Blog 
Keep the United States in the Paris climate agreement, or America will fall
behind on the clean energy technologies of the future and lose its global
competitiveness. 
  
That was the message Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper and 11 other
governors — all Democrats — sent in a letter to President Donald Trump
Wednesday. They tried to dissuade the president that environmental goals
have to be sacrificed for jobs and argued that lowering carbon emissions will be
good for the economy.Reducing carbon emissions is doable, they said, and
necessary to protect the residents of their states from catastrophic floods,
droughts and fires. Doing nothing will carry a high economic cost. 
  
And the U.S. can improve its competitiveness and create jobs by meeting its
commitments, they added.  
  
 

HEALTH
  
  
An Opioid Death Prompts Denver Public Library To Keep Overdose Antidote
On Hand – Colorado Public Radio  
The Denver Public Library is one of the first in the country to carry Narcan, the
brand name for Naloxone, a medication used to reverse an opioid overdose.
The decision was made after the library discovered a deceased 25-year-old
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man in a bathroom at the Central Library in the heart of downtown, just a
stone’s throw from Civic Center Park. 
“Do you let somebody potentially die? In your building? When you could have
just sprayed something up their nostril and potentially save them?" asked
Denver’s city librarian, Michelle Jeske. "To me that's a pretty easy decision to
make.” 
  
An autopsy showed the man died from the combined effects of heroin, meth
and two anti-anxiety medications. The man was homeless and identified only
through his fingerprints. We can tell you his name was Michael, as his mother
asked that we don’t use her or her son’s last name for privacy related to
criminal activity. 
  
"Every time he got a few bucks in his pocket, he would use that for his
addiction," said Kelly, a resident of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
Silverton Mountain cleared to expand helicopter skiing terrain to total of 25,000
acres – Denver Post 
The Bureau of Land Management has approved an expansion of helicopter
skiing terrain for Silverton Mountain. 
  
Silverton Guides’ proposal to swap 5,556 acres of permitted heliskiing terrain
for 16,252 acres of new terrain was approved by the BLM Wednesday after
nearly two years of environmental review. The deal gives the operation more
than 25,000 acres of helicopter accessible ski terrain in the San Juans in
southwest Colorado. 
  
Silverton Mountain and Silverton Guides co-owner Aaron Brill proposed the
swap to meet  growing demand for heliskiing with below-treeline terrain that
reduced avalanche hazard by offering less-steep, more wind-protected runs. 
  
“With few economic opportunities in Silverton, especially in the winter, this is
approval is really important to the Silverton economy,” Brill said. “Lots of
confusion existed regarding our proposal, and after listening to public input, the
final product is one that is greatly reduced in scope and size. Skiing is rapidly
being taken over by the mega ski corporations of Vail and KSL, which have
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become the Walmarts of skiing, which makes it harder for the independent ski
areas to survive and we are thankful for the BLM approval.” 
  
 

OF NOTE
  

Governor orders flags lowered Thursday to honor former U.S. Rep. Ray
Kogovsek - Statesman 
 Gov. John Hickenlooper has ordered flags lowered to half-staff on all public
buildings statewide on Thursday to honor Pueblo native Ray Kogovsek, a
former state lawmaker and congressman, who died Sunday night. Flags should
be lowered from sunrise to sunset, the governor’s office said. 
  
Kogovsek, 75, a Democrat, served a decade in the Colorado Legislature — he
was elected to one term in the House in 1968 and then two terms in the Senate
after that, including serving as Senate majority leader starting in 1973 — and
three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, from 1979-1985. He declined
to seek a fourth term, returned to Colorado and formed Kogovsek & Associates,
where he advocated for western issues for more than 30 years. 
  
“We have lost a true warrior of democracy,” Hickenlooper said in a statement.
“Ray dedicated his life to supporting the interests of the people of Pueblo and
Southern Colorado. His efforts have left an indelible mark across our state and
on so many lives that will cherish his legacy of respect and selflessness in
serving others.” 
  
Peter Roper gathered remembrances and tributes from Kogovsek’s colleagues
across a lifetime in public service in his hometown newspaper, the Pueblo
Chieftain. 
  
  
RTD gets OK to test trains on rail line to Arvada, Wheat Ridge – Denver
Business Journal 
 RTD got some good news about its delayed rail line to Arvada and Wheat
Ridge: It can test trains on the route soon. 
  
The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) last fall ordered the metro-Denver
transit agency to halt testing of trains and systems on the commuter-rail route
— known as the G Line or Gold Line — until it resolves problems with the
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timing of the crossing gates on its already-operating A and B lines, which use
similar gate technology. 
  
The gates close too early and stay down too long, according to federal railroad
officials. 
  
The A Line runs to Denver International Airport; the B Line to Westminster. All
three lines originate at Denver Union Station. 
  
The G Line originally was to have opened by last October, but opening day was
put on hold until testing could be completed. 
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  

Hickenlooper proclaims May 6 ‘Wildfire Preparedness Day’- Monte Vista
Journal 
 Gov. John Hickenlooper has officially proclaimed this Saturday, May 6, as
“Wildfire Preparedness Day” in Colorado as communities across the state come
together to prepare for wildfires and take actions to reduce their wildfire risk. 
  
The proclamation, which dedicates a day to engage communities in focusing on
activities that create awareness, education and action to reduce potential
deaths and property losses through their preparedness efforts, coincides with
the 2017 National Wildfire Community Preparedness Day. 
  
“Wildfire Preparedness Day is a reminder that we all need to have an
understanding and awareness of the wildfire risks,” said Gov. Hickenlooper.
“Think about preparation on two levels – one is your personal preparedness to
evacuate, and the other is getting your home as ready as possible to withstand
a fire. I want to encourage people of all ages to plan and participate in a risk
reduction or wildfire preparedness activity that makes your community a safer
place to live.” 
  
The National Wildfire Preparedness Day, which falls on the first Saturday in
May each year, is organized by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
– an international nonprofit established in 1896 to reduce the worldwide burden
of fire and other hazards on quality of life by providing resources that are
adapted by many states, including Colorado. 
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This year, Colorado led the nation in having the highest number of communities
receiving 2017 NFPA funding awards to implement projects on May 6, with 24
of the 150 national awards coming to the state. The winners of the $500 project
funding awards are listed on the NFPA site. 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper

Todd Park Mohr From ‘Big Head Todd & The Monsters’ Excited For ‘Take Note
The Concert’ – CBS4 

Todd Park Mohr, also known as Big Head Todd from the band Big Head Todd
and the Monsters, will be performing at the Take Note The Concert next
Thursday. He stopped by CBS4 studios to talk about the event. 
  
Take Note The Concert benefits the Colorado Music Coalition to get more
access to music for school students. 
  
“Gov. Hickenlooper asked me to be involved because I’m a Colorado musician
and I care about music education,” Mohr said. “I’m really proud to be a part
of it.” 
  
Hickenlooper vetoes tax credit extension for cigar retailers – Colorado Politics 
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Canyons of the Ancients is safe, Hick says, but Trump administration says that
isn’t final – Colorado Politics 
 

Legislature
  
For one Colorado lawmaker, the state’s drug abuse problem is personal–
Denver Post 
Brittany Pettersen earlier this month arrived home from a town hall meeting
with voters to find her mother outside slumped in a chair. 
  
“I thought she was dead,” said Pettersen, a state lawmaker. 
  
She rushed to the hospital thinking once again her mother overdosed on
heroin. Only weeks earlier, her mother had suggested she didn’t have long to
live. 
  
This time was a scare, the doctors said. But days later, recounting the story
at a coffee shop near the Capitol, Pettersen was still shaken. 
  
Slow-motion replay: Cooke unleashes legislative jiu jitsu on energy efficiency
program – Colorado Statesman 
  
That Grantham speech on doomed transportation bill may haunt the Capitol –
Colorado Statesman 
  
Pete Lee is on a mission to make Colorado criminal justice more efficient, not
more lenient – Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
Rating bills demographically a bad idea, GOP says – Grand Junction Sentinel 
 

Economy

Senator Bennett: Three steps to expanding opportunity in rural Colorado –
Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
Ted Rayburn: Workforce is changing, and some are left behind – Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
Short-term vacation rentals surging in Colorado mountain towns – Denver Post 
 

Energy & Environment
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Coal jobs continue slide in Colorado as renewables rise – Colorado Springs
Gazette 
  
Four of Colorado’s top climate scientists on grief, activism and hope. –
Colorado Independent 
  
Marchers for climate change unfazed by snowy weather in Denver on Saturday
– Denver Post 
  
Fatal home explosion reignites debate over drilling setbacks, but with a twist –
Denver Post 
  
Climate March goes on in Denver despite the elements and confusing report by
industry news site – Colorado Politics 
  
Older vertical wells are slowly disappearing from Weld County, Colorado
landscapes – Greeley Tribune 
 

Human Services
  
Colorado to receive $7.8M to fight opioid epidemic – Post Independent 
  
Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price recently announced that the
agency will provide $485 million in federal grants to states to combat the
opioid abuse epidemic. 
  
Colorado will receive a grant totaling $7,869,651. The grant is the result of
the 21st Century Cures Act, a bipartisan bill signed into law by Barack Obama
on Dec. 13, 2016. 
  
Rep. Scott Tipton, R-Colorado, said the announcement was welcome news. 
  
Steamboat briefs: Energy assistance program application deadline Sunday –
Steamboat Today 
 

Revenue
  
Normalization of legal pot moves swiftly in Colorado Legislature since voter
approval in 2012 – Colorado Springs Gazette 
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Outside a committee room in the Colorado Capitol a few weeks ago, about a
dozen lobbyists chattered about marijuana consumption and delivery. 
  
Inside the room, the largest of the spaces afforded for legislative hearings, at
least another dozen cannabis lobbyists listened to the proceedings. They
were basking in pro-marijuana support from a seemingly unlikely source, a
conservative lawmaker from the suburbs of Fort Collins. 
  
“We’ve got to care about those people, and we have to let them know that
they’re accepted and that they are valued members of our society,”
Republican Sen. Vicki Marble said of marijuana consumers. 
  
“Father of cannabis research” touts medicinal potential of CBD at Pueblo
conference– Denver Post 
 

Transportation
  
Feds again give RTD more time to fix gate problems on DIA, Westminster
trains – Denver Business Journal 
  
Two of the Denver area’s newest train lines — the University of Colorado A
Line and the B Line to Westminster — will keep running under an extension of
the temporary waiver issued by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). 
  
It's the latest in a series of extensions of a waiver first issued more than a
year ago. It's to give the Regional Transpiration District more time to work
out issues with the timing of crossing gates on the two commuter-rail routes. 
  
The FRA's waiver requires flaggers to be posted at each of the crossings to
ensure the safety of drivers, bikers and pedestrians until the gate issues are
certified as working properly. 
  
The A Line runs between downtown and Denver International Airport; the B
Line runs between downtown and Westminster. 
 

2018 Race
  
Noel Ginsburg kicks off gubernatorial campaign with stump speech in Pueblo
plant – Denver Post 
  
Colorado civic leader Noel Ginsburg formally launches gubernatorial campaign
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– Colorado Politics 
 

Of Note
  
Why you might see more bees in Colorado this year – Coloradoan 
  
Drought Continues to Retreat from Eastern Colorado – Kiowa County Press 
  
Housing Director Candidate Rejects Job Due to Housing Costs – US News 
   
Science column: Oldest thing in Colorado is older than Earth itself – Post
Independent 

Woody Paige: Denver Broncos draft speed, attitude, toughness – Colorado
Springs Gazette 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper
  
Jeff Sessions wise to hear out Hickenlooper on marijuana 
  
Colorado’s cannabis industry and its fans should take note. A meeting
Wednesday in Washington between Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Gov.
John Hickenlooper suggests the federal crackdown we’ve been concerned
about isn’t coming any time soon, and likely isn’t coming at all. 
  
Hickenlooper’s chief of staff, Doug Friednash, tells us the hour-long meeting 
to discuss Colorado’s cannabis laws and the threat of federal intervention
went amicably. The biggest takeaways, Friednash said, are that the new
attorney general is far more focused on other priorities, like securing the
border with a wall, than in disrupting our legal cannabis marketplace. 
  
Sessions indicated his office was reviewing a directive — known as the Cole
memo — from the Obama administration that led to the current status quo
where the feds allow states that have legalized marijuana to operate without
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undue interference. 
  
Hickenlooper says it’s ‘unlikely’ Colorado national monuments will face Trump-
ordered review - Colorado Statesman 
  
Update: After meeting with Sessions, Colorado gov thinks AG unlikely to crack
down on marijuana - The Cannabist 
  
Colorado Governor: Sessions Finds Obama-Era Marijuana Policy ‘Not Too Far’
Off - Huffington Post 
  
Governor orders flags lowered Friday to honor Adams County firefighter Brett
Anderson - Colorado Statesman 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Learning event encourages students to pursue STEM careers - NBC5 
  
Hundreds of students met with STEM (science, technology, engineering, and
math) leaders and professors Thursday in southeastern Colorado for a learning
event that aims to inspire students to pursue careers in these fields. 
  
Colorado Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne and the Colorado Office of
Economic Development and International Trade (OEDIT) hosted 300 students
from 12 schools in southeastern rural Colorado at the second annual Dream
Big Event at Eads High School in Eads, Colorado. 
 

Legislature
  
Insights: On Hospital Provider Fee, ‘I’m still waiting… I’m still waiting… I’m still
waiting…’ - Colorado Politics 
  
Cut! Film incentives get trimmed again in Colorado state budget - Denver
Business Journal 
  
Bees make the Capitol case for pollinator highway across northeast Colorado -
Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado Legislature: This week's business action at the Capitol - Denver
Business Journal 
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A bill to close a dark-money loophole dies in Colorado - Colorado Independent 
  
The final Colorado budget bill is a little less grim than expected - Denver Post 
  
Colorado budget writers finally advance what they hope is a final proposal -
Colorado Politics 
  
Republican state senator would tie Colorado Energy Office renewal to cuts in
clean-energy incentives - Denver Business Journal 
  
House Dems advance paid-leave bill — toward certain doom in GOP Senate -
Colorado Politics 
  
‘Final’ $28.3 billion Colorado budget heads back to floor - Durango Herald 
  
Preserve funding for wildfire mitigation, firefighters - Aspen Daily News 
  
Colorado teen sexting law unanimously passes in House vote - Denver Post 
  
‘I’ve Done My Time’; Lawmakers Join Family Fight To Free Colorado Inmate -
CBS4 
 

Education
  
Colorado Senate Republicans push charter school funding in annual school
spending bill - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
An ongoing dispute over charter school funding in Colorado stole the spotlight
Thursday as the Senate Education Committee deliberated a routine bill that
divides state money among public schools. 
  
State Sen. Owen Hill, a Colorado Springs Republican, backed by his GOP
colleagues, amended this year’s school finance legislation to include language
that would require school districts to share revenue from locally-approved tax
increases with charter schools. 
  
The annual school finance bill takes how much money the state’s budget
dedicates to education and sets an average amount per student. That money
is then bundled for each of the state’s 178 school districts and state-
authorized charter schools based on student enrollment and other factors. 
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Gallery: See all of Colorado's nationally recognized high schools off the top 50
list - ABC7 
 

Energy & Environment
  
Sweeping changes to energy policy proposed with days left in Colorado
legislative session - Colorado Politics 
  
Republican state Sen. Ray Scott has proposed sweeping changes to energy
policy and statutes in Colorado with only days left in the legislative session. 
  
The 57-page bill from Scott, Senate Bill 301, addresses everything from
increasing registration fees for electric vehicles, to a restructuring of the
Colorado Energy Office. 
  
“The Energy Office’s original focus on renewables may have been justified at
the time, but times have changed,” Scott, from Grand Junction, said in a
statement. 
  
The legislation would expand the office’s focus to include nuclear and
hydropower, while giving the oil and gas industry a greater voice at the table. 
  
Intensifying investigation into Firestone home explosion worries homeowners
nearby - Denver Post 
  
Regulators Say 'No Immediate Threat' To Firestone Neighborhood From
Nearby Oil & Gas Wells- CPR 
  
Investigation into oil and gas ties to deadly Firestone explosion renews setback
talks - Colorado Politics 
  
Questions remain over fatal Firestone blaze and Anadarko Petroleum's well
shutdown - Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado drilling commission pressed on fatal Front Range gas patch home
explosion - Colorado Statesman 
 

Human Services
  
Colorado Leads the Nation in Child Maltreatment Prevention Strategy - PR
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Newswire 
  
At an event in Denver this afternoon, Governor Hickenlooper and the
Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) unveiled the Colorado Child
Maltreatment Prevention Framework for Action – the state's first and most
comprehensive child maltreatment plan in more than two decades. The
governor also announced that 10 communities will be selected through an
application process to receive financial support and technical assistance to
create the first local child maltreatment prevention plans using the
framework. Nearly 200 partners in the prevention of child abuse attended the
launch event hosted by CDHS at History Colorado. 
  
The purpose of the framework is to help local communities and state agencies
create a more focused and measurably integrated approach to preventing
child maltreatment and promoting child well-being. The Framework will
guide community planning and future investment of resources to mobilize
action that protects children, and will include monitoring systems to track
implementation and measurable progress. 
  
Since 2014, the CDHS Office of Early Childhood, the Chapin Hall Center for
Children at the University of Chicago, the Children's Trust of South Carolina,
and numerous Colorado agencies and partners have been working together to
design a comprehensive framework that will serve as a national model for
child maltreatment prevention. As part of this effort, the partners evaluated
Colorado's existing programs, services and policies that increase family
strengths, enhance child development, and reduce the likelihood of child
abuse and neglect. The collaboration also included work over the course of a
year to gather insights and feedback from parents to better understand the
resources and supports they value in caring for their children. 
 

Transportation
  
Driving data adds nuance to Colorado’s safety concerns about transportation
funding - Colorado Politics 
  
One of the casualties of this year’s failing discussions about paying for
transportation is the level of safety for those driving in Colorado. 
  
Colorado Department of Transportation executive director Shailen Bhatt
never fails to mention it in speeches urging legislators to find solutions.
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Colorado traffic fatalities have surged 24 percent in two years to 605 last
year. 
  
That’s the equivalent of a 747 jumbo jet crashing in Colorado every single
year. 
  
If the legislature fails to find money in the state budget or work up the
political will to ask voters for a tax increase, that plane will keep on crashing. 
 

Of Note
Judge OKs Class Action Certification To Lawsuit Over Denver’s Homeless
Sweeps- CPR 

Federal judge OKs class action status for homeless suit against Denver -
Denver Post 

Garden of the Gods named one of country’s best attractions - Denver Post 
  
Denver just took a big step toward locking down that huge music festival -
Denver Post 
  
Colorado newspaper publisher: No lawsuit against senator for ‘fake news’ claim
after all - Colorado Independent 
  
Paul Klee: No pressure: Draft pick Garett Bolles will determine Denver Broncos'
2017 season - Colorado Springs Gazette 
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER
  
  
A call to Colorado’s governor to help defend our state – Highlands Ranch
Herald 
These are perilous times. A day does not go by when I don't worry about what
sort of senseless executive action will come out of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
  
I am horrified at the values President Trump laid out in his budget. I am
horrified by his immigration ban. I am horrified by how he chooses to divide
Americans on almost every issue that he can. 
  
As an elected House member, it is my job to fight back on issues that
negatively affect our brothers and sisters here in Colorado. I ask Governor
Hickenlooper to join me and stand up to this President and fight keep our
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families safe and healthy. 
  
Governor Hickenlooper has been presented with many opportunities to lead
and has made some statements that give us hope - hope that when the rubber
hits the road, Governor Hickenlooper will stand with Colorado's immigrant
communities and do whatever he can to make sure that families are not torn
apart and good people who have been contributing to the fabric of our lives
here in Colorado will not summarily be whisked away in the dead of night. 
  
  
Colorado is hiding inmates; victims want to know where they are – 9News 
Colorado prison officials have transferred scores of killers and rapists to other
states and refused to tell victims and their families where they are -- despite a
constitutional amendment and state law that are supposed to guarantee those
answers, a 9Wants to Know investigation found. 
  
Instead, state Department of Corrections officials and Gov. John Hickenlooper
have repeatedly refused to disclose the whereabouts of inmates despite the
language of the Victim Rights Act, passed by Colorado voters in 1992 and
codified into state law the next year. 
  
The result: more than 100 Colorado inmates -- including some of the state’s
most notorious killers -- are being held in what is essentially now a secret
prison system. 
  
The findings of our 9Wants to Know investigation into the system frustrated a
former legislator who helped write the law. 
  
  
U.S. Presidential Historian Goodwin speaks about leadership – and President
Trump – at Business School fundraiser [Photos] – CU Denver Today 
When Doris Kearns Goodwin talks of “my guys” – the leaders she has studied
in unparalleled depth over her career as U.S. presidential historian – she ticks
off shared traits such as intelligence, empathy, energy and communication
skills. But the most important presidential quality, she says, is resilience. So, as
President Trump this week reaches his first 100 days in office, he will likewise
be tested, sooner or later, in the adaptability department. 
  
“Resilience is a mystery, and it is the key leadership trait, in my judgment,”
Goodwin said. “All of my guys come from different circumstances, but that
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sense of resilience, that ambition and desire to help their fellow man, united
them all.” 
  
Goodwin, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author, shared stories about U.S. presidents
going back over a century as the distinguished guest speaker at the CU Denver
Business School’s 2017 Celebration of Success. A sellout crowd of 640 people
attended the recent scholarship fundraising event at Denver’s Grand Hyatt. 
  
Over the years, Denver’s business community has joined with the Business
School to raise more than $3.3 million (including an estimated $400,000 this
year), benefiting more than 1,800 students. Also, several deserving faculty
have been awarded fellowships. 
  
  
Colorado Abolishes “Free Speech Zones” at Public Universities – North Denver
Tribune 
Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper signed into law legislation that
effectively abolishes free speech zones on the state’s public college campuses.
Free speech zones, areas in which students’ First Amendment rights are
literally confined, stifle freedom of speech and expression on America’s college
campuses. 
  
The legislation, Colorado Senate Bill 62, prohibits the state’s public universities
from establishing unreasonable speech restrictions. The initiative received
bipartisan support in the Colorado legislature and still allows public universities
to impose “reasonable time, manner, and place” speech policies. 
  
“Once we limit free speech to a zone, we indicate to our students that free
speech does not exist anywhere beyond that zone. That is not the message we
want to send to future generations about our core values,” Colorado state Sen.
Tim Neville, a co-sponsor of the bill said. 
  
YAL chapters across the state have hosted free speech activism events
throughout the year, including ones at the University of Colorado-Boulder and
the University of Colorado-Colorado Springs (UCCS). Last fall, YAL at UCCS
pushed for free speech reforms in their student government in an effort to raise
awareness about the state’s poor record on the issue. 
  
  
APA Names 2017 Planning Award Winners – Next City 
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Austin’s cemeteries master plan, bike mapping in Maryland and a community
garden in Ontario, California, are among the recipients of the American
Planning Association’s latest round of annual National Planning Awards, which
are divided into two categories, excellence and achievement. The winners,
named today, also included a Pennsylvania ecodistrict, the Bicentennial Plan
for Indianapolis, and Guidelines for Senior-Friendly Parks, in Los Angeles.
Projects that got the APA nod address challenges ranging from sea level rise to
disinvested neighborhoods. 
  
“Good planning is not just preparing the community for the future, but engaging
the residents in the discussions and decision-making that will impact their
lives,” W. Shedrick Coleman, the 2017 jury chair, said in a press release. “This
year’s award recipients advanced the planning profession by more thoroughly
engaging all residents in the planning process.” 
  
… [ Achievement award for environmental planning were given to the state of
Colorado’s Resiliency Framework (gold) and an ecodistrict plan for Millvale,
Pennsylvania (silver). When Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper formally
adopted the resilience plan in 2015, he said, “Communities throughout the state
have been impacted by blizzards, wildfires, floods, tornadoes, and even an
earthquake in the past decade. Through these disasters, Coloradans have
shown great resolve to build back stronger which we want to continue to
empower. The Framework is one more example of Colorado developing
innovative solutions to build a better future.” Millvale’s work led to green
infrastructure and a new food hub.] 
[SEE FULL ARTICLE AT BOTTOM OF CLIPS] 
   
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
This is the Colorado budget deal we’ve been waiting for – Denver Post 
Less than two weeks remain for Colorado lawmakers to fund at least a portion
of the state’s multibillion-dollar infrastructure needs, and despite disappointing
setbacks, we’ve learned there is a plan afoot that seems ideal and worth
pursuing. 
  
The governor’s office tells us the plan has been offered to a select group of
legislative leadership behind closed doors two years in a row now. Its time has
come. It wouldn’t require a tax increase. It would revise the struggling Senate
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Bill 267 so that it pays for a $1.35 billion debt issue retired over 20 years to fund
the state’s most critical infrastructure needs. 
  
In good economic conditions, the strategy would bolster funding for higher
education and K-12 schools. What’s more, it would also prevent more than a
half-billion-dollar cut to Colorado’s hospitals, a budget-slashing measure that
would close or force drastic downsizing at rural and safety-net hospitals. 
  
Sound too good to be true? There are some considerations. Taxpayer refunds
would go away in future years, but not indefinitely. (And so what? Budget
writers keep finding ways to avoid the givebacks regardless.) Republicans
would have to set aside a principle they have held firm since 2009, when
Democrats held both chambers and the governor’s office and passed the
Hospital Provider Fee over conservative objections. That provider fee has
proven to be a major driver of spending in the state, and the biggest item in the
general fund pushing revenue over the limit set by the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights. 
  
  
Denver Chamber’s Kelly Brough deplores death of transportation funding
referendum - Statesman 
Kelly Brough, president and CEO of the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce,
lamented the demise late Tuesday of bipartisan legislation that would have
asked Colorado voters for a sales-tax increase to fund transportation needs,
saying that lawmakers’ failure to fund infrastructure is harming the state’s
economy. 
  
“We know that Colorado needs a statewide funding source for transportation,”
Brough said in a statement. “By killing (House Bill) 1242, members of the
Legislature have taken the opportunity from Coloradans to speak for
themselves and communicate their investment priorities through a vote on such
a funding source.” 
  
Three Republican senators — state Sens. Owen Hill of Colorado Springs, Tim
Neville of Littleton and Jack Tate of Centennial — torpedoed the legislation in
the GOP-controlled Senate Finance Committee, maintaining that they didn’t
want to vote for a measure that included a tax increase. During the lengthy
hearing that preceded the vote, some witnesses argued that the proposed 0.5
percent tax hike was destined to fail at the ballot box, too. 
  
The bill, sponsored by Senate President Kevin Grantham, R-Cañon City, and
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House Speaker Crisanta Duran, D-Denver, along with the chairs of both
chambers’ transportation committees, state Rep. Diane Mitsch Bush, D-
Steamboat Springs, and state Sen. Randy Baumgardner, R-Hot Sulphur
Springs, passed earlier this month out of the Democratic-controlled House. 
  
  
Colorado Republicans resurrecting tax-free highway-bonding proposal –
Denver Business Journal 
 One day after killing a multi-billion-dollar transportation-funding plan built
around a proposed sales-tax hike, legislative Republicans stood poised
Wednesday to reintroduce a twice-killed measure that would fund a $3.5 billion
bonding program without seeking increased taxes from the public. 
  
The bill, which has yet to be introduced, would divert 10 percent of current
sales-tax collections to road funding, giving the Colorado Department of
Transportation $262 million per year for bond repayments and another $236
million for maintenance needs, including $168 million a year that has gone for
the past 20 years to repayment of a previous bonding issue. Rep. Tim Leonard,
R-Evergreen, announced the high-level details of the plan in an email late
Tuesday. 
  
The proposal resembles an effort to seek voter approval for a $3.5 billion
bonding measure that passed the Republican-majority Senate but died in a
committee of the Democrat-dominated House in each of the past two years.
The specifics about the 10 percent sales-tax revenue diversion is a new detail,
however. 
  
Leonard, in his e-mail, reflected the sentiments of a number of Republicans
that, rather than seeking a tax hike, the Legislature needs to re-prioritize
spending within its growing budget to address the $9 billion statewide backlog
of transportation needs. Just four of the 28 Republicans in the House supported
House Bill 1242, which sought a half-cent sales-tax hike for road and transit
improvements, and the three Republicans on the Senate Finance Committee
worked together to kill the bill Tuesday over the objection of Democrats. 
  
  
Colorado lawmakers pass bill to allow use of medical marijuana to treat PTSD –
Fox 31 Denver 
Colorado lawmakers passed a bill to add post-traumatic stress disorder to the
list of conditions eligible for treatment with medical marijuana. 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=559fe2be8a&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=b4ff1f0569&e=1398fbf492


  
SB17-017 passed a final vote in the Colorado Senate on Wednesday and now
heads to the governor’s desk. 
  
“The bill creates the same rights, limitations and criminal defenses and
exceptions as the constitutional right to use medical marijuana,” the sponsors
state on the Colorado General Assembly website. 
  
In order to be eligible, a physician has to complete a full assessment of the
patient’s medical history, including reviewing a previous diagnosis for a
debilitating or disabling medical condition, and current medical condition,
including an appropriate personal physical examination, before the patient
applies for a registry identification card. 
  
  
Touted energy efficiency program re-up hits legislative speed bump -
Statesman 
A bipartisan bill to reauthorize a popular and by most accounts dramatically
successful utility-run energy efficiency program in the state was detoured
Wednesday on its way to the Senate floor. 
  
Republicans on the Senate agricultural and energy committee voted as a bloc
to send House Bill 1227 to the hardline Senate finance committee. 
  
Supporters of the bill searched to make sense of the new committee
assignment. They had expected no-drama legislative formalities, pointing to the
fact that the committee heard the bill last week and that bipartisan support then
seemed solid. Wednesday’s hearing was scheduled to be “action only,”
meaning roughly a vote and no debate or testimony on the substance. The bill
passed with strong bipartisan support in the House weeks ago. 
  
Senate sponsor Steve Fenberg, a Boulder Democrat, sent out a release after
the hearing, warning of “sleight of hand.” He feared the new committee
assignment might be a strategic maneuver to kill the bill. 
  
“Today’s move in the Senate committee is an embarrassment to the legislative
process,” he wrote in the statement. “This bill had bipartisan support and had
the votes to pass, but instead of giving it a fair vote, Republican leadership
played politics with 40,000 jobs and working families across Colorado.” 
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Colorado may bar cops from helping with marijuana crackdown – Abc7 Denver 
Colorado may prohibit law enforcement officers from assisting in a potential
federal marijuana crackdown. 
  
The state House voted 56-7 Wednesday to bar public employees from assisting
federal agents in "arresting a Colorado citizen for committing an act that is a
Colorado constitutional right." 
  
The Colorado bill doesn't specifically mention marijuana. But sponsors say it is
inspired by threats that federal authorities may try cracking down on the
marijuana industry. Federal authorities generally rely on local law enforcement
to enforce federal drug law. 
  
California lawmakers are considering a similar bill. 
  
  
State-sponsored retirement accounts? Colorado Senate panel rejects
Democratic plan – Denver Post 
On one thing all sides agree: the state of retirement savings is dismal. 
  
In 2015, 29 percent of Americans reached age 55 with no retirement savings,
and no pension fund to fall back on, according to a Government Accountability
Office study. And among those that do save, the typical household between the
ages of 55 to 64 has just $104,000 — the equivalent of $310 a month for
retirement. 
  
Meanwhile, 46 percent of all Coloradans don’t have access to a plan through
their employer. And that number rises to 8 in 10 for those who work at the
smallest businesses, according to an AARP study. 
  
But ideological differences — coupled with heavy lobbying by the financial
industry to preserve the status quo — have combined to make any attempts to
find a solution at the Colorado Statehouse elusive. 
  
  
Campaign finance reform measures die in Colorado legislature – Colorado
Politics 
A Republican-controlled Senate committee on Wednesday killed two campaign
finance reform measures that Democrats pushed this year as part of a
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package. 
  
Both measures died on Republican party-line votes in the Senate State,
Veterans and Military Affairs Committee. 
  
House Bill 1261 would have required a description of the entities that are
spending money to influence elections with “paid for by” disclosures on all
electioneering material; and 
  
House Bill 1262 would have required all electioneering between the primary
and general elections be subject to disclosures, allowing voters to examine who
is spending money to influence the vote, and closing a gap in reporting. 
  
  
It’ll be hemp, hemp, hooray once legislation turns on the spigot – Colorado
Politics 
Senate Bill 117, which won final approval from the entire legislature this week,
will keep federal water flowing to Colorado’s hemp crop even amid broader
differences between the Centennial State and Washington over drug policy. 
  
A Senate GOP press release says the measure, introduced by Montrose
Republican Sen. Don Coram, “…ensures that Washington can’t deny hemp
growers access to water from federal reclamation projects, due to
disagreements between Washington and Denver on drug and farm policies.” 
  
The effort is intended as a shot in the arm for the state’s ag economy; the press
release says hemp in fact could be the state’s next big cash crop. Which is why
the legislation is needed to clear up any state-federal misunderstandings. 
  
   
Congress could name Denver post office for Japanese-American war hero who
worked there – Colorado Politics 
Here’s something to feel good about. Congress is considering renaming the
Stockyard Stations Post Office in Denver for a Congressional Medal of Honor
winner who worked there for 27 years. 
  
George T. “Joe” Sakato was a California-born citizen of Japanese descent who
was once classified as an “enemy alien.” He died on Dec. 2, 2015, at his home
in Denver. Sakato was 94. 
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Colorado Sens. Michael Bennet of Denver and Cory Gardner of Yuma
introduced the legislations, which by all standards of patriotism and decency
should pass easily. 
  
  
One is the loneliest number, but three is a crowd in HOV lanes, lawmakers say
– Colorado Politics 
Ever wonder if you could get away with counting your dog as another car
passenger in an HOV lane? Or, maybe you’re hoping your tinted windows are
dark enough to hide the fact you’re all alone? A couple of lawmakers feel your
pain; they want Colorado to ease up on what one of them calls a “punitive”
requirement that at least three passengers ride in a car in a desginated “high-
occupancy vehicle” lane in order to avoid a toll. 
  
Republican state Sen. Ray Scott, of Grand Junction, and Democratic Rep.
Steve Lebsock, of Thornton, are sponsoring House Bill 1348, which would roll
back the minimum to two passengers for express / HOV lanes along Interstate
25 north of Denver. The three-passenger threshold has been in effect since
Jan. 1, following a decision by the state Transportation Commission to up the
ante for HOV travel. 
  
Reached today for the backstory on the late-in-the-game bill (introduced just
last week), Scott said the higher minimum is unreasonable and goes too far for
most commuters’ needs. 
  
“It’s a punitive plan to push people to public transit,” Scott said via text
message. “It hurts empty nesters big time, i.e. the elderly. I’m not aware of
other states that have done this.” 
  
  
It Could Start Costing More To Enjoy Colorado’s Outdoors – Cbs4 Denver 
Outdoor recreation in Colorado could become “pay to play.” 
  
The price to hunt, fish, hike and bike would increase under a bill at the state
Capitol. The bill would allow Colorado Parks and Wildlife to hike fees on
anglers, hunters and park visitors as well as require recreational users —
including hikers, cyclists, kayakers and rafters — to shoulder conservation
costs too. 
  
“Sometimes when we go out into the great outdoors we think, ‘Oh this is so
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great and it’s free.’ We don’t realize that almost every inch of our entire state is
managed,” said Rep. Jeni Arndt, D-Fort Collins, the sponsor of the bill. 
  
Parks and Wildlife manages all of the state’s natural resources including 8,000
miles of trails, 4,000 lakes and reservoirs, and 41 state parks. Its funding
comes primarily from fees payed by users. Those fees haven’t increased in 12
years. 
  
  
Colorado teen sexting law unanimously passes in House vote – Nbc 11 News 
A teen-sexting law that has befuddled Colorado lawmakers for years appeared
Wednesday to be moving closer to reality after lawmakers in the legislature's
lower house passed it unanimously, sending it to the Senate. 
  
The measure to create several new crimes for juvenile sexting passed 65-0 and
represents a compromise after years of debate over whether it should be illegal
for minors to share explicit photos consensually. 
  
Under current state law, anyone who has an image on their phone of a nude
person under age 18 can be charged with felony child exploitation. 
But teen sexting is common, and some say prosecutors need a less-severe
penalty option for teens who do it because the felony charge means that a
sexting teen can end up required to register as a sex-offender. 
  
 

#COLORADOPROUD
  
  
A different pot: Colorado coffee company to introduce cannabis coffee – Denver
Business Journal 
  
  
Life is good when there’s mid-winter pow to enjoy in late April! – Open Snow 
  
  

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
  
OneRepublic Joins Lineup For 'Take Note' Concert – MSN  
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ECONOMY
  
  
Economic benefits of outdoor recreation in Colorado, U.S. come to forefront
amid public lands disputes – Colorado Springs Gazette 
Amy Roberts was in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, roaming Capitol Hill
with some handy numbers to report. 
  
The executive director of the Boulder-based Outdoor Industry Association was
meeting with lawmakers, urging them to support the nation's public lands where
hikers, bikers, anglers, off-roaders and other enthusiasts do what they do. More
than playtime, though, Roberts encouraged them to consider $887 billion. 
  
That's the amount Americans spend annually to recreate in nature, according to
the OIA's economic impact report released this week. The report, the third of its
kind, also lists federal tax gains of $65.3 billion through the industry, along with
$59.2 billion in state and local tax revenue. The industry generates 7.6 million
U.S. jobs, according to the report. 
  
"The numbers are a bit of an eye-opener for members of Congress when we
meet with them," Roberts said in a phone call. "The industry is really made up
of smaller brands and retailers across the U.S., so I think the impact gets
underestimated. When these numbers are highlighted, the conversation tends
to change." 
  
  
Colorado’s small biz community says thanks for lightening their load – Colorado
Politics 
The National Federation of Independent Business in Colorado — the steadfast
voice at the Capitol for the state’s small businesses — heaped praise this week
on the Republican-run state Senate as well as our Democratic governor. Their
praiseworthy deeds? Supporting legislation to ease the complicated and
cumbersome burden of sales-tax compliance on the state’s mom ‘n’ pop shops. 
  
In a news release issued Tuesday to the press and public, the NFIB singles out
House Bill 1216 and Senate Bill 112, both of which we’ve reported on recently
(here and here), and notes kind words from NFIB state Director Tony Gagliardi
regarding progress on the measures: 
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House Bill 1216, which passed the Senate Finance Committee, today, on a 5-0
vote, “creates the sales and use tax simplification task force made up of
legislative members and state and local sales and use tax experts,” according
to the measure’s language. “The bill requires the task force to study sales and
use tax simplification between the state and local governments, and in
particular between the state and home rule jurisdictions”… 
  
Related to today’s action, Gagliardi praised Governor Hickenlooper for his
signing into law Senate Bill 112, last week. That measure adds greater
clarification “on statutes of limitations in the dispute resolution process when a
taxpayer owes sales or use tax to one local government but has erroneously
paid the disputed tax to another local government,” according to a news release
put out the governor’s office. 
  
 

EDUCATION
  
  
Senate Republicans kill bill that would have taken broad look at public
education in Colorado - Chalkbeat 
A Republican-controlled state Senate committee spiked a bill Wednesday that
was meant to spark a broad conversation about the future of Colorado’s public
schools. 
Some lawmakers hoped House Bill 1287 would help sell voters on raising taxes
to better fund the state’s schools. But the Senate State, Military and Veterans
Affairs committee voted 3-2 along party lines to kill the legislation, which would
have created a series of committees to examine the state’s education laws and
make recommendations for changing them. 
Republicans objected to the bill because they didn’t want to create more
bureaucracy, and they thought it was a ploy to raise taxes. 
The bill’s demise was a defeat for a group of the state’s most authoritative
lawmakers on education policy. It was one of the top legislative priorities for
state Reps. Millie Hamner, a Dillon Democrat, and Bob Rankin, a Carbondale
Republican. Both serve of the state’s budget committee and rallied lawmakers
around the bill. 
Rankin called the bill the most important of his legislative career. 
  
How to recruit and retain rural teachers in Colorado? Utah has an idea –
Colorado Politics 
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ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 

  
After fatal house explosion, Anadarko Petroleum to shut down 3,000 wells in
northeastern Colorado – Denver Post 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp., the state’s largest oil and gas producer, plans to
shut down 3,000 vertical wells in northeastern Colorado after a fatal home
explosion in Firestone near one of its wells. 
  
State regulators announced they are investigating the cause of the April 17
explosion that killed two men in a recently built home located within 170 feet of
a well that was drilled in 1993 and later acquired by Anadarko. 
  
Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District Chief Theodore Poszywak said his
department also will continue to gather and analyze evidence to determine the
cause of the explosion. 
  
“While the well in the vicinity is one aspect of the investigation, this is a complex
investigation and the origin and cause of the fire have not been determined,”
Poszywak said. 

  
Instead of combative rhetoric on Colorado’s oil and gas industry, let’s talk –
Denver Post 
The person was adamant. No oil and gas development in their community. 
  
Why? “They’re rapists.” 
  
This was official testimony made last month in a House committee room at the
Colorado Capitol about a bill to increase drilling setbacks. It was wrapped
around incendiary comments about “man camps” and prowling menaces and
rising rates of sexual assaults. 
  
“They’re rapists.” It was meant to be offensive. A baseless attack fitting for
these overly heated times in which we live. 
  
While the claim raised eyebrows with many people in the room, sadly, it went
unchallenged. The individual was not gaveled down, told they were out of line,
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or told to stick to the facts. The committee hearing went on as if this type of
public discourse is now so commonplace it is simply accepted. 
  
  
 

HEALTH 
 

  
Colorado Is More Diverse But Children Of Color Still Fall Behind - KUNC 
Colorado is becoming more diverse -- but children of color aren’t on equal
footing with their white peers, according to the 2017 Kids Count report. The
annual report by the Colorado Children’s Campaign and the Annie E. Casey
Foundation focused on the state’s growing minority populations, which are
expected to make up almost half of Colorado’s population by 2050.
 
“When you really drill down and look at the data, we see some pretty big gaps,
and those gaps too often fall along racial and ethnic lines as a result of policies
and practices that over the years have disproportionately limited opportunities
for Colorado’s kids of color ” said Sarah Hughes, research director with the
Colorado Children’s Campaign. 
  
The study highlights three main areas where Colorado could improve:
affordable housing, school funding and family leave. 
  
About a third of all Colorado children live in households that spend more than
30 percent of their income on housing.

  
 

OF NOTE 
 

  
Fixler: Clearing the air on Colorado ski deaths – Summit Daily News 
On Feb. 29, 2016, an email arrived to my inbox. 
  
It was polite, articulate and exceptionally vulnerable. It requested a response at
my earliest convenience, but had the pointed approach of basically asking,
"Why haven't you already written a story about my dead son?" 
  
I'd not yet been on the new job four months, and this type of appeal was
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outside my comfort zone. In other words, when I made the decision to move up
to the mountains for an environment reporter position, I didn't foresee — nor did
I desire — writing much about death. 
  
The phone call with Lynda Taylor of Massachusetts, about her 27-year-old son
Jay who died while skiing at Keystone Resort on Jan. 20, was tough.
Functioning in equal parts as a journalist and a therapist, I listened to her
frustration over what she believed was a community conspiring to prevent Jay's
accident from hitting the news. We talked for a little more than an hour, though
it felt like an eternity. After hanging up I walked outside, my throat clenched and
I broke into tears. And then I went back to work. 
  
I had no idea the conversation would set my course for the next year and a half,
reporting on an industry I would later learn operates with little regulation and
liability, and almost no oversight concerning safety, fatalities and injuries. But
death after death that season — and there would wind up being six in the
county as part of the state's 11 — it became clearer how the system functions. 
  
  
Pressing Forward – Wet Mountain Tribune  
Pressing Forward Not too many years ago, obituaries were being prepared for
Colorado’s newspaper industry. 
  
But if last week’s annual convention of the Colorado Press Association was any
indication, the state’s daily and weekly newspapers are reinvigorated and ready
to press forward. 
  
Over the past couple of decades, community newspapers throughout the nation
faced a multitude of challenges: shifting ad revenues, declining circulation,
rapid changing demographics. But newspapers tightened their belts and
refocused their energies. 
  
Today, with rare exceptions, community newspapers remain the prominent
media within their respective markets. Readers and advertisers are returning,
and communities once again view their hometown newspapers as community
institutions. Hundreds of newspaper folks, from tiny weeklies on the eastern
plains to dominant players like the Denver Post, gathered at the 139th annual
convention of the CPA to talk shop and hear speakers like Gov. Hickenlooper
and industry leaders. 
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Caldara: Republicans continue to pay tribute to Keystone Cops – Greeley
Tribune  
Congress' debacle on health care is only the latest example of how
Republicans snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. Victory here defined as
merely counting your votes before you fumble the issue that got you into office. 
  
Two decades ago, and speaking more coarsely than would be fitting for a family
newspaper, I dubbed it Caldara's First Political Axiom: There is nothing
Republicans can't screw up. 
  
My leftist friends (yes, they exist) are quick to tell me their team is a hot ball of
crazy, too, and I'm sure their in-fighting is as dysfunctional as any family
Thanksgiving dinner. But when it comes to moving the political football, the left
is a well-oiled machine by comparison to the Republicans' tribute to the
Keystone Cops. 
  
Measure the size and scope of government in any area over the past century
and you can't come to any other conclusion: The leftist march continues with
just the occasional chance for them to catch their breath when Republicans
think they're in charge. The goal isn't how many elected seats, governors or
legislatures a party controls. The measurement must be policy change. 
   

 
REVENUE

  

Colorado Pot Expected to Make Record-Breaking Sales Despite Inflex of New
Legal Marijuana States - Newsweek 
After the November elections, eight states now offer legal adult use of
marijuana. But despite the growing competition, Colorado, which saw the
highest number of marijuana sales last year, will more than likely still see higher
pot sales than the rest in 2017. 
  
Just four months into the year, the Centennial State is already on track to have
its highest grossing year yet in weed sales. During January and February,
Colorado racked up $235 million in total marijuana sales, a 30 percent spike
compared to the state’s recreational and medical pot sales during the same
time in 2016, according to a report by Cannabis Benchmarks, a company that
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tracks marijuana sales and prices, released by Marijuana Business Daily
Monday. 
  
With Colorado's booming cannabis tourism and its city streets filled with pot
shops selling medical and recreational weed products, marijuana sales across
the state kicked off 2017 at full speed. Within the first month of the year,
Colorado sold $109 million worth of marijuana products in medical and
recreational markets, a more than 38 percent increase from what the state saw
in January 2016, when pot consumers purchased $88.5 million in cannabis
products. Sales in February were even more impressive, with the state
generating $126 million in marijuana purchases compared to February 2016’s
$92.7 million. 
  
14 Colorado license plates facing extinction – 9News Denver 
  
 

RESILIENCY & RECOVERY
  

National planning organization bestows top honor on Colorado for disaster-
recovery Resiliency Framework - Statesman 
The state of Colorado has been awarded a Gold 2017 National Planning
Achievement Award for Environmental Planning from the American Planning
Association for the state’s Resiliency Framework, established to help
communities rebound after suffering disasters, the APA announced
Wednesday. 
  
After the state faced widespread floods and wildfires earlier in the decade, the
Colorado Resiliency and Recovery Office coordinated with federal, state and
local agencies, private organizations and consultants to put together the
framework, which is intended to help reduce vulnerability in communities both
before and after disasters. The framework’s goals are to reduce risk, enhance
planning, improve policy formulation, create a more responsive culture and
incorporate resiliency into investments. 
  
“Immediately following the devastating fires and floods of 2012 and 2013,
Colorado committed to rebuild better, stronger and more resilient,” Gov. John
Hickenlooper said in a statement. “The Framework affirms our commitment to
that strategy and is one more example of Colorado developing innovative
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solutions for a better future.” 
  
“Colorado’s collaborative, comprehensive and holistic approach has built lasting
partnerships which are the foundation of the Framework’s ongoing positive
impact,” said Molly Urbina, executive director of the Colorado Resiliency and
Recovery Office, in a statement. “On behalf of the 27 agencies, organizations
and the many Coloradans who contributed invaluable input to the Framework,
we would like to thank the APA for this recognition.” 
  
[See National Planning Association Achievement 2017 Awardees HERE] 
  
  
 

FULL ARTICLES  
 

  
APA Names 2017 Planning Award Winners – Next City 
Austin’s cemeteries master plan, bike mapping in Maryland and a community
garden in Ontario, California, are among the recipients of the American
Planning Association’s latest round of annual National Planning Awards, which
are divided into two categories, excellence and achievement. The winners,
named today, also included a Pennsylvania ecodistrict, the Bicentennial Plan
for Indianapolis, and Guidelines for Senior-Friendly Parks, in Los Angeles.
Projects that got the APA nod address challenges ranging from sea level rise to
disinvested neighborhoods. 
  
“Good planning is not just preparing the community for the future, but engaging
the residents in the discussions and decision-making that will impact their
lives,” W. Shedrick Coleman, the 2017 jury chair, said in a press release. “This
year’s award recipients advanced the planning profession by more thoroughly
engaging all residents in the planning process.” 
  
Lawrence P. Witzling, of Milwaukee, was given the National Planning
Excellence Award for Planning Pioneers. As a professor and a practicing
planner, Witzling worked on Milwaukee’s lakefront, the removal of a freeway in
the city, and dozens of neighborhood and downtown plans in Wisconsin. 
  
An award recognizing the advancement of diversity and social change went to
the 2015 Near Northside Quality of Life Agreement 2015. The Near Northside is
a Hispanic Houston neighborhood that’s been bracing for the impacts of
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gentrification. Community engagement was key to the QLA being picked by the
APA jury. From the APA: “One of the goals … was to create a rich and vibrant
document that reflected the commitment of thousands of people who are
working toward building a healthy, thriving and safe community in the Near
Northside.” As two Northside residents involved in the process outlined in The
Houston Chronicle last year: 
  
In our updated 2015 Quality of Life Agreement, Northside leaders again laid out
strategies to improve safety in our neighborhood. We are working to strengthen
the relationship between our community and law enforcement. We are working
to obtain better lighting and improvements to neighborhood locations perceived
to be unsafe. We are implementing initiatives to reduce illegal dumping, littering
and other nuisance activities. We are seeking to partner with homeless-
services organizations to develop housing and employment programs to reduce
our homeless population. 
  
A silver National Planning Achievement Award for a Best Practice went to Plan
2020: The Bicentennial Plan for Indianapolis. The ambitious document covers
plans for downtown and parks, land use, regional economic development and
more. According to the Plan 2020 website, “each and every component outlined
in the Bicentennial Plan has a committed partner capable of fulfilling an action
step, and numerous partners who are working to realize the larger vision.”
There are 30-plus partners. 
  
Achievement award for environmental planning were given to the state of
Colorado’s Resiliency Framework (gold) and an ecodistrict plan for Millvale,
Pennsylvania (silver). When Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper formally
adopted the resilience plan in 2015, he said, “Communities throughout the state
have been impacted by blizzards, wildfires, floods, tornadoes, and even an
earthquake in the past decade. Through these disasters, Coloradans have
shown great resolve to build back stronger which we want to continue to
empower. The Framework is one more example of Colorado developing
innovative solutions to build a better future.” Millvale’s work led to green
infrastructure and a new food hub. 
 
Austin’s Historic Cemeteries Master Plan took gold in the achievement award
for urban design. In Next City’s feature about this effort, “Designing for the
Dead: The Perfect City Cemetery,” Steph McDougal of McDoux Preservation,
which led the plan’s public engagement process, explained, “I’m not sure
anyone has done something of this scope before. … We’ve gotten phone calls



from across the country from people who want to know about our planning
process and what it is we’re hoping to get out of it.” As Next City’s Anna Clark
noted about the need for cities to consider cemetery space: 
  
Within limited urban real estate, historic cemeteries often hold ground in well-
trafficked neighborhoods, making their management — or lack thereof — highly
visible. As plots fill up, cities face questions of both public health and
community relations. In the end, cemetery upkeep cuts at the heart of nearly
everything cities hold dear: safety, sustainability, green space, community and
economics. For better or worse, a city’s story is told in its cemeteries; they are
where the past meets the present. Urban cemetery planning is a way for cities
to pay respect to history, while preparing for the future.
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper

  
Hick and ‘Shtick’ Speed Date On Obamacare Changes - Plunderbund 
  
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper is speed dating Ohio Gov. John Kasich on
healthcare reforms, trying to show that a left of center Democrat and a hard-
right Republican known for decades worth of political performance schtick
can work together on healthcare when there’s little evidence Democrats and
Republicans have done much collaboration on it so far. 
  
Kasich loves top billing for a proposal that experts say takes a middle-of-the-
road path forward instead of a smarter and far more comprehensive path
proposed by Bernie Sanders, the democratic socialist U.S. senator from
Vermont who started a small revolution of his own last year before eventually
loosing the Democratic Party nomination for president to Hillary Clinton.
Sanders’ new bill would make Medicare the law of the land for everyone
regardless of age. 
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In his first run for the presidency last year, Sanders made single payer a
central pillar of his campaign. Single-payer health care is the kind of program
Kasich has never spoken one good word about even though its the coin of the
realm in all other advanced industrialize nations and is gaining momentum
within the Democratic Party. 
  
U.S. Senate Committee continues healthcare hearings today after hearing
today after hearing from governors last week - ACA Times 
  
New Developments Outlined in the Wild and Crazy World of Recreational
Marijuana - Mountain Jackpot News 
  
Major industry groups, state officials push Congress for CSR payments -
Healthcare Dive 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne

  
Donna Lynne is officially running for governor. Is the campaign Hickenlooper
2.0? - Colorado Independent 
  
On Friday, Colorado’s lieutenant governor, Donna Lynne, became the fifth
big-name Democrat to join a sprawling race to replace her boss, term-limited
Gov. John Hickenlooper. 
  
At a table on a sun-dappled outdoor patio in a downtown Colorado Springs
cafe, Lynne said she could not think of a single issue on which she and
Hickenlooper disagreed since the governor tapped her as the state’s second-
in-command last March. 
  
Democrats have been lining up to run in the first wide-open race for governor
in decades, starting in January when businessman Noel Ginsburg and former
Sen. Mike Johnston launched their candidacies. In April, former State
Treasurer Cary Kennedy got in after Arvada Congressman Ed Perlmutter
announced his own run. In June, Boulder Congressman Jared Polis jumped in
the race, and then Perlmutter stunned Democrats by dropping out. 
  
Colorado Lt. governor bids for higher state office - Cortez Journal 
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Economy

  
Falling Behind: Colorado Latinos hit hard by state’s shrinking affordable
housing - Colorado Politics 
  
Marielena Suarez worries about whether she can find another house to rent in
the Denver area at an affordable price. 
  
She used to have her own apartment but the region’s rising rents forced her
to move into a leased house with her mother, her sister and her sister’s two
children. 
  
“Why don’t we help each other?” Marielena quoted her sister as saying. But
even pulling together isn’t enough to save the family from being displaced. 
  
The homeowner recently notified Suarez’s family he was selling the four-
bedroom house where they live, and they could only marvel at the estimated
half-million dollar price. 
  
Want Amazon's 2nd HQ in your city? Better know John Schoettler (full article
below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado keeps attracting new mortgage companies - Denver Business Journal 
  
Working from home on the rise in Denver; here are 12 metro-based companies
hiring right now - Denver Business Journal 
 

Education

  
For a struggling Colorado school district, full-day preschool — and the unusual
way it’s paid for — show promise - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Promising first-year results from a study of full-day preschool in a high-
poverty suburban Denver school district have stoked optimism about a new
financing approach officials are testing there. 
  
It’s called Pay For Success and has gained traction nationwide in recent years
as a way to pay for social programs that yield long-term dividends but are
expensive to launch. 
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The struggling 9,600-student Westminster Public Schools is using a version of
the complicated financing model to fund and rigorously evaluate full-day
preschool. 
  
Colorado's Teacher Of The Year: Here's What We Can Learn From Schools In
Finland - CPR 
  
Leanne Emm, Colorado education department’s chief financial officer, to retire -
Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Colorado school districts taking another shot at tax measures after past defeats
- Colorado Politics 
 

Energy & Environment

  
Losing Jobs In Colorado’s Coal Country, What’s Next? Part 2 - Aspen Public
Radio 
  
Rural communities on Colorado’s Western Slope are struggling to thrive. On
Monday morning, we told you how the loss of coal jobs in the towns of Nucla
and Naturita in Montrose County are forcing many there to make tough
choices. Should they stay and pursue new careers – or pack up and move
away? Today, Bente Birkeland visits another county that’s beginning to turn
the corner after its recent coal downturn. 
  
By all counts 52-year-old Noel Wichmann is a success story. He was a manager
at both of Colorado’s major molybdenum mines – Henderson and Climax – for
about nine years. He liked what he was doing – but knew it wasn’t going to
last forever. 
  
“The writing was on the wall. Everything was slowing down, there was a lot
of turmoil,” said Wichmann. 
  
That’s when he knew it was time for he and his wife Julia to make a life
change. 
  
Colorado oil and gas officials set their sights on pipelines after Firestone -
Denver Business Journal 
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Who will lead the Trump administration’s EPA in Denver? - Colorado Politics 
  
Tackling odor problems in the oil fields is complicated (full article below) -
Denver Business Journal 
 

Federal

  
Attorneys: Colorado employers should review Dreamers' work permits, ensure
they meet deadlines - Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado employers shouldn't make any rash decisions regarding employees in
the DACA program, Denver employment law and immigration attorneys say. 
  
Employers may be confused or nervous about the future of their businesses
with President Trump’s Sept. 5 declaration to rescind the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. 
  
The program, enacted by President Obama in 2012 by executive order, allows
young undocumented immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as children to
be protected from deportation and allows them to go to school or be granted
work permits. Those children are young adults now and ready for the
workforce. 
  
Which Colorado schools will Education Secretary Betsy DeVos visit? -
Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

Healthcare

  
OPINION: Coloradans insured through Obamacare exchange need help -
Denver Post 
  
It was certainly bad news coming out of the Colorado Division of Insurance on
Wednesday that insurance premiums will jump an average of 27 percent when
those buying insurance for 2018 go to the individual marketplace looking for
plans. 
  
The marketplace, which serves a minority of Colorado residents who don’t
qualify for Medicaid and don’t get their insurance through an employer, has
been getting more expensive every year at an unsustainable rate. 
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What’s causing the rise is a multifaceted problem that begins with the sheer
cost of health care in the United States, but is more complicated than that.
Likely, not enough young healthy Coloradans are buying insurance on the
market and instead paying a tax penalty known as the individual mandate. An
older, sicker population is more expensive to insure. 
 

Higher Education

  
Colorado’s hot property values are triggering tax cuts — and one local college
is scrambling to offset the loss - Denver Post 
  
In an unusual ballot measure that walks uncharted constitutional ground, the
Colorado Mountain College plans to ask voters in six counties for blanket
approval to offset any future property tax cuts triggered by the Gallagher
Amendment. 
  
CMC’s board of trustees late last month approved the referred measure,
which would give the board permission to raise property taxes any time the
state constitution requires a cut to residential property assessments. 
  
The measure won’t erase the cut that Gallagher has already caused: an
anticipated $2.78 million this fiscal year for the Glenwood Springs-based
institution. 
  
U.S. News ranks top colleges: Here are Colorado's winners - Denver Business
Journal 
 

Legislature

  
TIPTON: Topping the list of rural concerns: jobs, health care — and opioid
abuse - Colorado Politics 
  
NEVILLE: Let’s ease the burden on small business with some big tax cuts -
Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado lawmakers turn to ‘fees’ to avoid Taxpayer Bill of Rights limits -
Colorado Watchdog 
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Local Affairs

  
DoLA Funding Future LPI Conference Expenses - The Prowers Journal 
  
Lamar Partnership Incorporated and the City of Lamar accepted $3,000 in
scholarship funds from the Colorado Department of Local Affairs.  The Lamar
City Council voted to accept the grant during its September 11th meeting. 
The money covers the costs incurred for the Main Street Now 2018 annual
conference and Main Street Summit which will be held next year in Kansas
City, MO. 
  
The Lamar Animal Shelter will receive $2,000 in grant funds to vaccinate dogs
received at the shelter to help prevent outbreaks of Parvo or Distemper.  The
Lamar Shelter was chosen by Adoption Options in Action Fund 2017 for the
grant. Lamar Police Chief Kyle Miller told the council the application was for
$1,000, but Pet Finders doubled the donation. 
 

Revenue

  
Five Ways Colorado's New Marijuana Laws Are About Change - Westword 
  
Changes to Colorado's cannabis industry are on the horizon. The Marijuana
Enforcement Division has been holding meetings for industry stakeholders and
government officials in order to iron out the details of recently passed laws
and new regulations, and the public is encouraged to attend those meetings
and provide input. 
  
In the first day of an ongoing series of working-group meetings, cannabis
lawyers and business owners, doctors, parents and government officials
discussed how to implement HB 1034, HB 1261, SB 187 and SB 192, all of
which were passed this last legislative session and signed into law by
Governor John Hickenlooper. As the agency that oversees the pot industry,
the MED is looking at a range of ways to enforce these new laws, and there's
no shortage of them. 
 

Transportation

  
CDOT Raising Awareness on New Distracted Driving Penalties - Western
Slope News 
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The Colorado Department of Transportation is urging you to 'drop the
distractions' while behind the wheel-- and are reminding you of what it will
cost you if you're caught doing the illegal deed. 
  
As a part of a new statewide campaign, CDOT is reaching Coloradans through
a number of radio ads. These ads are meant to share just how deadly cell
phone use can be while driving. 
  
On average, distracted drivers are involved in 40 crashes each day in
Colorado. In 2016, those crashes resulted in 67 fatalities statewide. 
 

Of Note

  
Getting up to speed on the Equifax data breach scandal - Denver Post 
  
The time to buy your Colorado ski pass is now. Here are the best options for 5
types of skiers. - Denver Post 
  
Denver City Council approves new rules requiring reports of dark-money
spending in elections - Denver Post 
  
Raising a family? Here are the top 20 cities in Colorado - Denver Business
Journal 
  
Where do left and right converge? On local growth - Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado cake maker asks Supreme Court to provide a religious liberty right to
refuse gay couple - LA Times 
  
PHOTOS: The 2017 Colorado 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb at Red Rocks
Amphitheatre - Denver Post 
  
Colorado Heroin And Opioid Deaths Rise Even More Dramatically - CPR 
 

Full Articles

  
Want Amazon's 2nd HQ in your city? Better know John Schoettler - Denver
Business Journal 
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A lot of people are going to want to get an audience with Amazon.com Inc.
real estate leader John Schoettler. 
  
On Thursday, Amazon announced plans to spend $5 billion on a second
headquarters somewhere in North America. Colorado leaders have already
indicated they're making the pitch. 
  
Amazon's vice president of global real estate and facilities has been with the
Seattle-based company for nearly 17 years. 
  
In his time with Amazon, the company has gone from leasing 646,000 square
feet to renting and owning more than 8.5 million square feet at the end of
2016, with more space in development. Amazon owned half the 8.5 million
square feet and leased the rest. 
  
"I don't want to own it all. I would just like to keep a nice balance of that,"
Schoettler said in 2016. 
  
He said Amazon likes to own some of its real estate to control what goes on
at the base of the buildings. Whichever city lands Amazon's second
headquarters can expect street-level retail space to go to local restaurants,
in line with what's played out in Seattle. 
  
"We are creating a neighborhood ... a district," Schoettler said of the
downtown Seattle campus last year. 
  
Amazon's request for proposals lists a set of steep requirements for its new
headquarters, including a robust talent market and access to transit. Perhaps
no feature, however, will matter more than financial incentives, with Amazon
being notorious for its hardball approach to negotiations. 
  
The New York Times over the weekend opined that Amazon should pick
Denver for those reasons. 
  
Amazon now has 11.8 million square feet that it owns, leases or plans to
occupy in the Puget Sound region, where it is building high-rises in Seattle
and leasing space in the city and nearby in Bellevue. 
  
"We may have to pull back here or there from time to time, but for the most



part it's just full-steam ahead," Schoettler said this spring. 
  
Tackling odor problems in the oil fields is complicated - Denver Business
Journal 
  
An international team of odor experts hired by Denver’s Crestone Peak
Resources has spent about a month in Erie, about 30 miles north of downtown
Denver, tracking smells wafting from an oil and gas drilling rig near the Vista
Ridge neighborhood. 
  
They found smells, but initial field test results in early September failed to
find odors from Crestone’s operations that reached such levels and intensity
that they violated Colorado’s regulations, according to Ardevan Bakhtari, the
founder of Scentroid, based in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
  
“No odor episodes were detected that violated Colorado regulations or the
international regulations,” Bakhtari said Friday at an information seminar on
odors Crestone convened at its regional office in Firestone for nearly 30 state
and local officials, industry experts and others. 
  
Scentroid, a 15-employee company in business for seven years, has worked
around the world for clients tracking smelly operations — such as factories,
Qatar’s massive refinery complex and marijuana use in Toronto. The
company, which is considering opening a Denver office, also manufactures
equipment used to detect and measure odor levels. 
  
In Erie, Scentroid’s team detected odors over the course of two days of tests
at sites around the drilling rig, but the smells didn’t last long enough, nor
were they concentrated enough, to violate either state or international
standards, Bakhtari said. 
  
But the lack of violation-level smells from the drilling rig’s operations doesn’t
mean Crestone should expect to be free from odor complaints, Bakhtari said. 
  
A person’s sense of smell, and their decision to categorizing a smell as "good,
bad, neutral or nasty," is the result of a combination of factors — ranging
from which way the wind is blowing to individual taste, he said 
  
“You have to have a history with an odor to perceive it as good or bad. It
depends on the culture and where you live,” he said. 
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“If you lived in a city, you could have good memories of city smells. If you
lived on a farm you could have good memories of manure.” 
  
Nor is Crestone resting easy on the results of Scentroid’s field tests. 
  
Jason Oates, Crestone’s director of external affairs, said Scentroid will
continue to analyze samples taken from the Vista Ridge area at their
laboratories. 
  
As for meeting the state’s standards, “the standard is one thing — but if we
can do more — economically and reasonably — we’ll try,” Oates said. 
  
Oates said Crestone is already looking at how to reduce smells from a new
source Scentroid’s team uncovered — the mud that clings to the drilling pipe
as it’s pulled from the well bore, a routine part of the drilling operation. 
  
Pulling pipe from the wellbore means the pipe — and the mud it’s come
through — is pulled dozens of feet into the air and rises above the massive
soundwalls that most Colorado oil and gas companies use to contain the lights
and sounds of the drilling rigs. 
  
In Crestone’s case at the Pratt site, the 100-foot pipe sections were rising
some 60 feet above the 40-foot soundwalls that surrounded the site, Oates
said. 
  
Oates said Crestone is looking at ways to cut the odors from the mud on the
pipes, such as scraping the mud off the pipe as it’s pulled out of the hole and
spraying agents on the pipe that are designed to mask odors. 
  
“Measurement is the key to improvement and we’ll continue to knock things
down as we find them,” Oates said. 
  
“We take this very, very seriously,” Crestone’s president and CEO, Tony
Buchanon, told the assembled group prior to Bakhtari presentation. “We do
everything that we can in our communities to make it [our operations] as
painless as possible.” 
  
Crestone’s sensitivity about odors stems from complaints about its operation
and Erie’s new odor law, which took effect on Sept. 1. Crestone has warned



the town the law is too subjective and may be illegal. 
  
Oates said Crestone personnel talked to Erie officials about the company’s
concerns in recent days and agreed to work closely with the town. 
  
Erie officials, including police officers looking into odor complaints from
residents, crossed paths with Scentroid team during the field tests, Bakhtari
said. 
  
But as of Friday, Crestone hadn’t been notified that its operations had
violated Erie’s odor regulations, Oates said. 
  
Scentroid’s team focused on the area around the Pratt drilling rig, which is
drilling oil and gas wells near the Vista Ridge neighborhood. The site, and the
neighborhood, is southwest of Waste Connections’ active landfill operation. 
  
The location complicates the ability of residents — and the town — to track
smells back to their source, Bakhtari said. 
  
Some of the smells may come from the drilling rig. The team traced other
smells to the landfill. Still others wafted from passing trucks hauling garbage
to the landfill — including rock, dirt and mud unearthed by other drilling rigs
working in the area, he said. 
  
“The landfill has a much bigger impact [in terms of odor] than the rigs,”
Bakhtari said. 
  
Colorado’s regulations on odors, enforced by the Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment, are pretty good — especially since very few
states in the U.S. have regulations, he said. 
  
Colorado’s regulations rely on measurable levels of odors, which remove the
“he said, she said” element from defining nasty smells and enforcing the
regulation, Bakhtari said. 
  
An odor violates Colorado’s residential regulations if it’s detectable after the
odor's been diluted by fresh air by a factor of seven or more, and the odor is
detected at that level twice in an hour, with the measurements taken at least
15 minutes apart. 
  



Mitigating nasty smells from an operation — any kind of operation — is a tough
nut to crack, according to Bakhtari. 
  
Odor is the result of elements in the air that are sniffed by the human nose
and associated with something by the brain. Smell is one of man’s primal
senses, he said. 
  
“If there were no people in an area, there would be no odor. It’s not a
physical thing, and it plays heavily on the psychology of the people who are
smelling it,” he said. “We have one gene to hear, three genes to see, 12 to
taste and nearly 1,000 genes defining olfactory scents.” 
  
Odor also is something that’s learned over time, such as learning to associate
one smell with a strawberry, another smell with gasoline and labeling other
smells as fresh bread or coffee. 
  
The tie between the brain and the smell is a strong one, so strong that
sometimes the brain can play tricks on the person, Bakhtari said. 
  
“The memory of many days of seeing that drilling rig or smelling it will play
into a person’s perceptions — they can become hyper-sensitive to the smell,
or sometimes they can smell it when there’s nothing there — they see the rig
and then smell things because the brain says there should be a smell,”
Bakhtari said. 
  
During Scentroid’s tests, they met with residents complaining about smells
that either didn’t register on the team’s equipment, or barely registered, he
said. 
  
“We’d stand with residents and they’d say ‘Don’t you smell it?’ And it would
be hard to say no, but no, we didn’t,” he said. 
  
During one meeting, Bakhtari said, the team’s equipment registered three
odor units, far below the state’s seven-unit threshold for violations, but the
woman said she was smelling a very intense, nasty odor. 
  
“She said ‘Sometimes it’s even twice this strong,’ which would still just be a
level six,” he said, still below the state’s threshold for violations. 
  
Industries such as wastewater treatment plants, leather factories, pet food



factories and others have tried to tackle the issue with varying levels of
success, he said. 
  
An initial scent wafting from an industrial operation may not cause much of a
reaction in the brain. Then, over a short period of time, the brain often
adjusts to smell and tune it out — so that the person’s sensitivity to the scent
goes down. 
  
But over a longer period of time, the brain might head in the other direction
and become overly sensitive to a certain smell. 
  
“Your brain starts to get annoyed by the constant distraction and focuses on a
smell and becomes sensitive — it’s the brain tuning itself to the smell,”
Bakhtari said. 
  
The location of the smell also is important, he said. 
  
“People tend to complain about smells more at their homes than at their
work — at home they’re more defensive and people become more annoyed.” 
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Huot: Will Fairbanks succumb  to the lies about marijuana? - Daily News-Miner 
How California could jolt the 2020 presidential race - Politico 
  
 

LT. GOVERNOR LYNNE
  
  
Club 20 focus: Cash pinch - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
Western Slope residents served up plenty of food for thought for Colorado Lt.
Gov. Donna Lynne — and Lynne had a serving of her own for improving health
insurance offerings — at Club 20’s fall meeting. 
  
Legislators and future governors — Lynne aspires to succeed Gov. John
Hickenlooper — will have to consider how to replace money lost from the
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extraction of minerals, Kathy Hall, a former chairwoman of Club 20 and
current transportation commissioner, told Lynne during Lynne’s keynote
address to the Western Slope lobbying and promotional organization. 
  
“Every time we need to balance the budget, we go to the severance tax,”
Hall said. 
  
Severance tax revenues, however, are slipping as coal production slips,
replaced by cheaper natural gas and renewable energy sources that aren’t
taxed. 
  
  
Candidates come to Club 20 to learn - Grand Junction Sentinel 
Club 20 fall meeting discusses endangered species act - KKCO 
  
  
Editorial: State hospital still treading water - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
Two steps forward, two steps back. 
  
That pretty much sums up the "progress" administrators at the Colorado
Mental Health Institute at Pueblo have made in addressing a staffing shortage
at the facility. Last week, the governor's office reported that there were 97
vacancies in patient-care positions at the state hospital. 
  
For perspective, that's the exact same number of vacancies that were
reported there back in June when the Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment put the 449-bed hospital on "conditional" status. In
response, CMHIP administrators developed a plan to correct the staffing
shortage. 
  
Guess what? That plan doesn't seem to be working. 
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
GOP lawmakers push for details on need for more wells funding - Grand
Junction Sentinel 
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State Sen. Ray Scott and state Rep. Bob Rankin are asking Colorado’s top oil
and gas regulator to justify why more funds are needed to pay for plugging
abandoned wells. 
  
The two made the request in a letter written Wednesday to Matt Lepore,
director of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission. 
  
They wrote it after Gov. John Hickenlooper made several recommendations
for new laws or regulations in response to the April home explosion in
Firestone that killed two men and was linked to gas flowing from an
abandoned flowline from a nearby well. One recommendation was the
creation of a nonprofit fund to plug and abandon orphan wells and provide
refunds for in-home methane monitors. Orphan wells are ones for which no
owner or operator can be found, or the owner or operator is unwilling or
unable to plug and properly abandon it. 
  
“We are writing to request your assistance regarding the size and scope of
the abandoned well situation in Colorado,” Scott and Rankin said in their
letter to Lepore. They pointed to what they called Hickenlooper’s suggestion
that “the abandoned well problem is so vast in scope that new taxes and fees
are necessary to stand up a new organization to address the problem.” 
  
  
Colorado state lawmakers chew on state health department over rural water
costs - Colorado Politics (Full Article Below) 
  
If you think paying for the state’s transportation wishlist at an estimated $9
billion is expensive, you haven’t seen anything yet. 
  
Meet water. 
  
When it was released in 2015, the state water plan estimated the cost to
implement its recommendations — just to handle an expected population
surge of 3 to 5 million people by 2050 — at $20 billion. That money would
handle water-related expenses like new storage or improving the quality of
streams and rivers. 
  
But that doesn’t include the cost to replace aging pipelines, storage tanks
and water towers, wastewater treatment plants, and other water
infrastructure. According to the state’s public health agency, there are 442
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projects awaiting funding for wastewater treatment at a cost of $7.3 billion,
and another 334 projects for drinking water, which brings the total to $15
billion. 
  
 

AGRICULTURE
  
  
Colo. is leader in industrial hemp growth - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
Despite gray areas with federal laws and dealing with those uncertainties,
Colorado is a leader in the hemp industry and continues to see increased
interest in the profitable crop, the director of the state’s industrial hemp
program told attendees at Club 20 on Saturday. 
  
Nationally, hemp is being grown on about 15,000 acres, Colorado Department
of Agriculture Assistant Director of Plant Industries Duane Sinning told the
group, with Colorado having around 7,500 acres of that total. The department
has issued permits for growing hemp since 2014 and continues to see a growth
in interest, Sinning said, noting that he’s seen a transition in the past three
years from the initial participants in the program who are enthusiastic,
underfunded hemp advocates, to experienced farmers, well-funded groups
and business consultants who are investing more resources in the industry. 
  
While there still are issues in limbo — such as whether hemp can be
transported legally across state lines because the federal government
considers it a controlled substance like marijuana — others have been
resolved somewhat, including the recognition of industrial hemp as an
agricultural product that can be irrigated with water that comes from federal
water-storage projects. 
  
Many issues still are uncertain and the state is negotiating that ambiguity
carefully, Sinning said, while continuing to demonstrate to federal agencies
that the hemp program is compliant. 
  
  
Ethics expert: No saving Boulder County's GMO transition RFP - Daily Camera 
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From nurses to animal rescuers: Coloradans make way to Houston to aid the
drowned city - Denver Post 
New York Times story says Denver best choice for Amazon’s second
headquarters - Denver Post 
  
 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
  
  
Havana nightclub, mayoral symposium highlight Denver’s Biennial of the
Americas 2017 - Know 
  
Denver’s Biennial of the Americas comes around every two years, quickly
enough that people remember it’s there but gradually enough that it doesn’t
get stuck in a rut. What the event trades off in familiarity, it picks up with
spontaneity. 
  
In other words, if people don’t always know what the city’s biennial is or
does, then the lineup can adapt to the moment at hand. 
  
That allows the sizable convening of social, political and cultural leaders from
across the hemisphere to remain nimble, and for each iteration to take on its
own personality. 
  
The 2017 biennial, the fourth since its inception in 2010, cuts a
distinguishable path. The five-day cluster of talks, exhibits and performances
continues the biennial’s original mission of connecting people across national
borders, but in different ways — both officially, with programmed offerings
set up by the nonprofit organization that runs it, and unofficially, with things
like the massive art exhibit “Axis Mundi,” which is happening downtown
independently at the same time. 
  
 

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
  
  
Colorado Springs What If festival fosters spirit of creativity - Colorado Springs
Gazette 
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ECONOMY
  
  
Editorial: What politicians see - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
This weekend, Colorado politicians descended on Grand Junction en masse to
pay homage to the Western Slope at Club 20’s fall conference. 
  
Nearly every statewide candidate can be counted on coming to a Club 20
meeting before Election Day. It’s a small, simple way of saying, “I understand
that Colorado’s challenges encompass more than the Front Range.” 
  
They burnish their rural credentials by rubbing elbows with local leaders,
trade wingtips and ties for boots and bolos, and address the issues they think
resonate with Western Slope voters. 
  
But our social complexities can’t be ascertained in a single, perfunctory visit.
Who do candidates think we are? Hopefully not the small cross-section of
people who shaped Peter Hessler’s thoughtful Grand Junction-based analysis,
“How Trump is Transforming Rural America.” 
  
  
Gagliardi: The hidden costs of minimum wage hike - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
All is quiet on the minimum wage front at the moment, but don't think last
year's passage of Amendment 70 is any long-term cease fire. Advocates for
higher rates will kick off the 2018 session of the Colorado General Assembly
with a push to let cities and counties set their own minimum wage rates. 
  
New research put out by the National Federation of Independent Business is
worth every Colorado policymaker's attention. The minimum wage is not the
only issue measured by NFIB's small business poll, which updates a poll
published 10 years ago. Other interesting findings include: 
  
One quarter of small employers have an open position they are trying to fill. 
  
Of those open positions, 56 percent are full-time jobs and 44 percent are
part-time. 
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Virtual job recruitment helps both employers and job seekers in Colorado’s tight
market - Greeley Tribune 
  
 

EDUCATION
  
  
Macaluso: School district negotiating in good faith on teacher salaries - Pueblo
Chieftain 
Building trade skill classes taking off in Colorado Springs high schools, Pikes
Peak CC - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
 

ENERGY
  
  
Eves: Colorado Energy Plan moves state forward - Daily Camera 
  
On the evening of Wednesday, April 5, I stood before Boulder City Council and
proposed on behalf of Xcel Energy, should we agree to a partnership, that we
would help the city achieve its goal of delivering 100 percent renewable
electricity to our Boulder customers by 2030. Our proposal was sincere and
we remain committed to working with Colorado communities that are setting
similar aspirations. 
  
Under our recently announced Colorado Energy Plan, Xcel Energy's electricity
supply could be 55 percent renewable by 2026, making the goal of being
completely carbon-free much more within reach. If approved, our plan would
secure long-term and low-cost power for customers. We aim to add 1
gigawatt of new wind and up to 700 megawatts of solar energy to Colorado —
increasing the renewable generation we already provide by a third. In
addition, our plan would retire two more coal-fired power units in Pueblo. 
  
Because we are aggressively focused on increasing renewables and decreasing
emissions for all of Colorado, other communities are working with us to
achieve their carbon-reduction goals. We recently started a new community
partnership program and are collaboratively working with cities across
Colorado, such as Denver, Lakewood, Lone Tree and Breckenridge. These
communities recognize that partnering with Xcel Energy, nationally
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recognized for 12 years as the No. 1 provider of wind energy, is the best way
to achieve sustainability. 
  
We continue to believe that having Boulder join us in this broader plan will
move the state forward faster than if the city becomes an island and
concentrates only within its borders. 
  
 

ENVIRONMENT
  
  
Editorial: Speed up environmental protection process - Colorado Springs
Gazette 
  
We should not drag our feet in protecting the environment, and new
administration at the federal Department of Interior seems to agree. 
  
State officials long ago told the public to sit down and wait. Improvements to
the deadly stretch of I-25 between Monument and Castle Rock would take at
least 10 years, largely for the sake of environmental protection. 
  
Even if Colorado had the money, they told us, the federally mandated
environmental impact statement would take years. After the public balked,
state authorities commenced the study in 2016. The most optimistic
completion date, for the study, is mid-2018. 
  
Environmental extremists will use every trick possible to increase the cost
and duration of the study. Even if the assessment goes smoothly, it could take
longer than the anticipated construction. 
  
  
Wildfire smoke clearing in U.S. West as storms move through - AP 
  
 

FEDERAL-STATE RELATIONS
  
  
Republican Mike Coffman 'will absolutely sign' petition to force House vote on
DREAM Act, spokesman says - Colorado Politics 
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MILITARY & VETERANS
  
  
Colorado National Guard members to help with Hurricane Irma support - KRDO 
AFA boss wants Colorado Springs community to stop by for a visit - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
 

OF NOTE
  
  
Buck: Republicans should see open primaries as an opportunity - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
CU Boulder student's death mourned by father, ousted Fox News host - Daily
Camera 
Retired admiral whose son died of apparent overdose at DU expresses loss
and equates drug selling to murder - Denver Post 
Broncos still looking for naming-rights partner, are moving forward with
development plans around stadium - Denver Post 
All NFL games will air online, but watching won’t be easy - AP 
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  
  
Denver Police Museum unveils plaque for a fallen officer Saturday - Denver
Post 
Burglars wipe shelves clean of opioids in latest Colorado Springs pharmacy
break-in - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
 

RECOVERY & RESILIENCY
  
  
At four-year mark, Boulder County flood recovery still challenging - Daily
Camera 
  
For a community that is home to more than its fair share of athletes that like
to push the envelope, the analogy is appropriate: Boulder County flood
officials say recovery from the September 2013 flood is not a marathon, it's
an ultramarathon. 
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This weekend marks four years since a weeklong 1,000-year rain event
upended life for many on Colorado's Front Range, and a county summation of
recovery efforts estimates that work is just past the halfway point, with a
final price tag that will total out for unincorporated Boulder County at about
$280 million. 
  
The cost of the storm and recovery from its wrath countywide, when
including individual communities and also private property, is now projected
to reach at least $611 million. 
  
A presentation to Boulder County commissioners on Thursday projected that
the county's full recovery from the flood, including final construction
reimbursements, will not be completed until sometime in 2020. 
  
  
High water markers placed Saturday show reach of 2013 flood - Loveland
Reporter-Herald 
For Boulder County families, helping through the hurting - Daily Camera 
  
 

REGULATORY
  
  
Editorial: Coloradans insured through Obamacare exchange need help -
Denver Post 
  
It was certainly bad news coming out of the Colorado Division of Insurance on
Wednesday that insurance premiums will jump an average of 27 percent when
those buying insurance for 2018 go to the individual marketplace looking for
plans. 
  
The marketplace, which serves a minority of Colorado residents who don’t
qualify for Medicaid and don’t get their insurance through an employer, has
been getting more expensive every year at an unsustainable rate. 
  
What’s causing the rise is a multifaceted problem that begins with the sheer
cost of health care in the United States, but is more complicated than that.
Likely, not enough young healthy Coloradans are buying insurance on the
market and instead paying a tax penalty known as the individual mandate. An
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older, sicker population is more expensive to insure. 
  
Some continue to game the system — buy insurance one year and cram
multiple years’ worth of medical care into a single fiscal year under one
deductible and then promptly drop insurance. Who can blame them when
deductibles are so high? 
  
  
Rep. Esgar: Clean energy, yes, but without job losses - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
 

TRANSPORTATION
  
  
El Paso County voters' approval of I-25 funding seen as crucial to 'Gap'
widening - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
Even with two local ballot measures setting aside at least $16 million for
widening Interstate 25 between Monument to Castle Rock, officials are
nowhere near being able to foot the bill for the project. 
  
No other counties or municipalities have offered to help pay to expand the
roughly 17-mile stretch from two to three lanes in each direction, and state
transportation officials are far from finalizing a funding plan for the project. 
  
To make it a more competitive candidate for federal grants, the Colorado
Department of Transportation is proposing adding one toll lane in each
direction on the stretch of interstate known as the "Gap." 
  
But with CDOT's annual budget shortfall of about $1 billion and infrastructure
improvements needed statewide, the project still has plenty of rivals. 
  
 

ELECTION 2018
  
  
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Mike Johnston sets Spanish-language
town hall on DACA - Colorado Politics 
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Colorado state lawmakers chew on state health department over rural water
costs - Colorado Politics 
  
If you think paying for the state’s transportation wishlist at an estimated $9
billion is expensive, you haven’t seen anything yet. 
  
Meet water. 
  
When it was released in 2015, the state water plan estimated the cost to
implement its recommendations — just to handle an expected population
surge of 3 to 5 million people by 2050 — at $20 billion. That money would
handle water-related expenses like new storage or improving the quality of
streams and rivers. 
  
But that doesn’t include the cost to replace aging pipelines, storage tanks
and water towers, wastewater treatment plants, and other water
infrastructure. According to the state’s public health agency, there are 442
projects awaiting funding for wastewater treatment at a cost of $7.3 billion,
and another 334 projects for drinking water, which brings the total to $15
billion. 
  
This week, Mike Brod, executive director of the Colorado Water Resources
and Power Development Authority, pointed out that $15 billion is not
included in the water plan. The authority is a quasi-governmental agency that
provides low-cost financing to local governments for drinking water and
wastewater treatment projects. 
  
And while a survey of water utilities and municipalities was designed to
forecast that cost over 20 years, Brod told lawmakers this week the $15
billion is what’s needed in the next five years. 
  
During the last two years, lawmakers have authorized several pots of money
for implementing the state water plan, and they’ve also signed off on funding
for water infrastructure. Brod, who this week spoke to the General
Assembly’s interim water resources review committee, said the authority
makes loans to 15 to 18 drinking water projects per year and about the same
number on wastewater treatment projects, with loans at around $100 million
per year. About $25 million comes from the feds; other dollars come from
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local severance taxes. 
  
Most of those projects are for water systems in small communities, he said. 
  
But that didn’t satisfy some of the members of the water committee, who are
hearing complaints from some of their smallest communities that they’re
being hit with requirements to upgrade water systems without any evidence
that water quality is in jeopardy. 
  
Take Peetz, population 239. Last month, Logan County commissioners,
including Joe McBride, heard from residents of Peetz and several other small
towns that they simply cannot afford the millions it would take to upgrade
their drinking or wastewater systems. 
  
Peetz doesn’t have the kinds of businesses that generate sales tax, so its
town budget relies mostly on utility and property taxes, to the tune of about
$200,000 per year. 
  
Last year, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
implemented new regulations that require many small towns to upgrade their
drinking water systems. For Peetz, that cost is estimated at $2 million. 
  
“How are these small towns going to be able to afford that?” McBride asked.
“I’m all for good water, it’s essential, but there’s not much thought on how
realistic” the requirements are to upgrade are for these small towns. And
while water is the top issue in the county, McBride said, the new regulations
were “dumped on the towns all at once without warning.” 
  
Peetz doesn’t have a wastewater treatment system; McBride told Colorado
Politics most people are on well water with their own septic systems. But it
does have sewage lagoons, and CDPHE is on their case about leakage from
those lagoons into groundwater supplies. According to Logan County
commission meeting minutes from August, Peetz town officials did not find
any seepage in the town’s wells, and they reported none of the wells were
contaminated. The only problem found was about three feet from the
lagoons. 
  
Even if Peetz or some of the other small towns facing these requirements
could afford to upgrade their systems, town budgets have issues other than
water, like fixing roads, McBride said. “It would cripple the budget to do



anything else.” 
  
Pat Pfaltzgraff, executive director of the water quality control division at
CDPHE, told lawmakers that the new regulations came down from the
Environmental Protection Agency, and that state law requires the division
implement those regulations. 
  
Sen. Jerry Sonnenberg of nearby Sterling, who chairs the interim water
committee, told Pfaltzgraff that the small towns in his district simply can’t
afford to redo their water systems. 
  
“We want to work with them” on these issues, Pfaltzgraff replied. 
  
“Our last resort” is to take them to an enforcement action, he said. 
  
It’s not just a problem in northeastern Colorado. Tyson Ingels, the lead
drinking water engineering for CDPHE, noted that water infrastructure is
aging around the state, with some water towers constructed more than 100
years ago. And their age is showing. 
  
Ingels said older drinking water distributions systems were constructed of
asbestos cement, wood pipes or cast iron. He warned that a catastrophic
replacement for these systems would be beyond what a town can afford and
pointed to an incident in Alamosa just ten years ago, when salmonella got
into the drinking water supply. As many as 1,300 people may have gotten sick
from the contaminated water, and one died, according to a CDPHE report. 
  
The likely cause was fecal contamination from animals that got into the city’s
Weber Reservoir, the primary water well for the city. The report said the
reservoir had several small cracks and holes that likely allowed the
contamination in and that those breaches had existed for a long time. 
  
Between 2010 and 2014, Ingels told the committee, state inspectors found
more than 400 storage tanks that had “unacceptable” open paths to
contamination, either from animal feces, runoff, bird droppings or open holes
in the tanks. The state inspects those water systems every three years, he
added. “We’re finding more things wrong.” 
  
But Sonnenberg and fellow Sen. Randy Baumgardner of Hot Sulphur Springs
both raised questions as to why towns have so little time from the CDPHE to



make these changes. 
  
“Rural communities are up in arms,” Sonnenberg said. “The water quality
hasn’t changed, but (these towns are being) told their systems aren’t good
enough any more.” 
  
And what if a town doesn’t have the money? Baumgardner asked. How much
time do they get? 
  
Pfaltzgraff said his agency is trying to work collaboratively to find grant
money whenever possible. “When there’s a small community that needs to
improve infrastructure, we’ll bend over backwards working with them to
extend out the compliance period. However, if you have an acute risk to
human health, we will be more aggressive. Ultimately we will try to find the
money.” 
  
The problem is likely to become greater with the expected surge in the state
population, Pfaltzgraff said, both from the drinking water side as well as the
wastewater treatment issues that will come with another three million
people or more in the next 32 years. 
  
Sonnenberg told Colorado Politics this week that he wasn’t satisfied with the
answers he got from CDPHE and believes the agency can be a little more
flexible on the wastewater treatment upgrades. 
  
“There’s probably a couple of solutions. We could run a bill” that says that
EPA has standards and that the state cannot exceed them, for example, he
aid. 
  
The bigger issue, he said, is that “a government entity is coming in, not
changing the quality of water, but mandating that communities spend money
they don’t have.” 
  
The communities ought to be driving those changes, he said, and if there’s a
problem with their water quality, they’ll deal with it. 
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Colorado Gov. Hickenlooper makes the case for HickCare on Capitol Hill -
Colorado Politics

 

Governors Rally Around Health Law Fixes as White House Pushes Repeal -
NY Times

 

Congress listens but makes no promises on John Hickenlooper healthcare plan
- Denver Post

 

‘It Can’t Be Done’: Hickenlooper On Health Care Without Federal Help - Denver
Post
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Hickenlooper pushes reinsurance pool, insurance tax breaks to U.S. Senate
committee - Denver Business Journal

 

Democratic Governor Says Americans Have a Right to Be Angry With
Obamacare - Washington Free Beacon

 

Governors Provide Plans To Fix Health Insurance Markets - NPR

 

The Health 202: Governors want Obamacare fixes - Washington Post

 

Colorado governor takes health care plan to Congress - Channel 13

 

Governors urge Congress to expand state flexibility in health care coverage -
CBS

 

Governors tell Senate committee they support state control, CSR payments
and reinsurance - Healthcare Finance News

 

Hickenlooper pushes reinsurance pool, insurance tax breaks to U.S. Senate
committee - 9 News

 

Governors tell Congress to stabilize individual health insurance market - USA
Today

 

Gov. Hickenlooper joins 10 other governors to urge action on young immigrants
- 11 News

 

Kasich-Hickenlooper Plan Gets Warmer Reception Than Cassidy-Graham's At
Senate Hearing - Inside Health Policy
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Scott, Rankin request state data about Hickenlooper’s claim on abandoned
wells - Colorado Politics 
Before the state raises taxes and fees on an industry, two top legislative
Republicans want to know more about the problem with abandoned oil and
gas wells in Colorado.

In a Aug. 22 story in the Denver Post by Christopher N. Osher, Gov. John
Hickenlooper said he would ask oil and gas companies to help cover the cost
of capping 700 to 800 “orphan wells,” whose owners have moved on and
refuse to pay. The industry also might be asked to provide in-home methane
monitors for nearby homeowners.

The governor laid out a raft of proposals for public safety that day, as the
state’s response to a house explosion that killed two people in Firestone in
April.

 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DONNA LYNNE

Colorado Lt. Gov Donna Lynne joins Democratic primary field for governor -
Colorado Politics 
Colorado Lt. Gov Donna Lynne, a former top executive at Kaiser Permanente,
entered the Democratic gubernatorial primary field Thursday saying her
experience running big organizations makes her the ideal candidate to take
over for term-limited Gov. John Hickenlooper.

“Colorado has made a lot of progress under Gov. John Hickenlooper, but
there’s more to be done,” Lynne said at a Denver cafe across from the state
Capitol before embarking on a statewide tour. “Many of the challenges we
face are tough and complicated. But that doesn’t scare me because I’ve been
doing tough and complicated my whole life.”

Hickenlooper appointed Lynne to be lieutenant governor and the state’s chief
operating officer — charged with overseeing government operations — last
year after her predecessor, Joe Garcia, stepped down to take a job running a
higher education organization. Lynne said at the time she wouldn’t run to
succeed Hickenlooper but told reporters President Donald Trump’s election
helped change her mind.

 

Donna Lynne makes it official, enters Colorado governor’s race - Denver Post

 

Lieutenant governor launches bid to replace Hickenlooper - Fox 31
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Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne officially announces run for governor - Denver Channel

 

2018 Governor’s Race: Donna Lynne Is In - CBS Local

 

Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne formally enters race for governor - Colorado Springs
Gazette

 

Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne chooses Fort Collins for first campaign stop in run for
governor - Coloradoan

 
ECONOMY

Colorado’s Pioneer Landscape Centers rebrands and expands, taking aim at
home-improvement giants - Denver Post

 

Boulder-born Lucky’s Market making first foray into Denver with planned Lowry
store - Denver Post

 

CU's 4 campuses contributed $12.35B to Colorado economy in 2016, report
finds - Daily Camera

 
EDUCATION

Outcome of Nov. 7 Weld County school board elections already known -
Denver Post 
One Weld County school district has canceled its school board election and
the outcome of another is already known.

Only four candidates signed up to run for the four open Greeley-Evans School
District 6 at-large seats, which means Rhonda Solis, John Haefeli and board
president Roger DeWitt will retain their board seats and newcomer Michael
Mathews will replace Steve Hall, who chose not to run for re-election.

The district still will hold its election because there is a property-tax increase
question on the ballot.
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Boulder Valley’s “Renegade Lunch Lady” goes national - Denver Post 
The woman who prepares good old-fashioned scratch cooking using locally
grown produce for the students of Boulder Valley schools is going national.

Chef Ann Cooper, affectionately known as the “Renegade Lunch Lady,” is
launching an online video course to teach school food service workers and
child nutrition advocates across the United States to break away from pre-
packaged school lunches and move toward meals featuring fresh ingredients
and on-the-spot cooking.

 
ENVIRONMENT

Montana, Colorado top states with standing dead trees in Western U.S. -
Denver Post

 

Colorado feels effects of major back-to-back natural disasters - Denver
Channel

 
FEDERAL

Mike Coffman files petition to force vote to protect DACA recipients, but
Democratic challengers scoff - Colorado Politics

 

Trump administration sides with Colorado baker who refused to make wedding
cake for gay couple - Denver Post

 

Cynthia Coffman on DACA lawsuit: “This debate belongs in Congress.” -
Denver Post 
Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman suggested she wouldn’t join 15
other state attorneys general in suing the Trump administration over its
decision to end a program protecting from deportation immigrants who were
brought to the United States illegally as children, saying the immigration
debate “belongs in Congress.”

 

Cory Gardner joins Tim Kaine in sponsoring a resolution rejecting white
supremacists in wake of Charlottesville violence - Denver Post
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Proposed wilderness bill would protect 92,000 acres in Eagle, Summit counties
- Denver Post 
SUMMIT COUNTY — Coming out of Congress’ August recess, U.S. Rep. Jared
Polis, who represents Colorado’s 2nd District, is closing in on plans to
reintroduce a piece of wilderness preservation legislation straddling the
White River National Forest that has far-reaching implications.

Now eight years in the making, the updated Continental Divide Wilderness
and Recreation Act would safeguard more than 92,000 acres of land
stretching across Summit and Eagle counties as a follow-up on its predecessor
that imagined similar designations for about 58,000 acres.

The bill was last pitched in May 2015, and Polis believes its adoption is more
critical than ever before.

 
HUMAN SERVICES

Colorado oil and gas companies give $10 million to Hurricane Harvey relief -
Colorado Politics

 
JUDICIAL

Colorado Supreme Court to take up state’s first-ever fight over embryos -
Colorado Politics

 

ACLU says Teller and Pueblo sheriff’s offices denied prisoner’s right to speedy
court date - Denver Post

 
CORRECTIONS

Colorado prison officials have banished 211 Crew leaders across U.S. But are
they spreading white supremacist seeds? - Denver Post

 

State records show prison gang leaders moved out of Colorado following killing
of former corrections chief - Colorado Politics

 

Man accused of kidnapping ex-girlfriend from Lafayette assisted living center
caught in Nevada - Denver Post
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Parker police arrest man suspected of setting fires along Cherry Creek Trail -
Denver Post

 

Douglas County jail inmate target of suicide probe - Denver Post

Investigations Underway After Deaths Of 2 Colorado Inmates - CBS Denver

 
LEGISLATURE

House Democrats say Colorado business groups still eyeing a tax hike for
roads - Colorado Politics

 
LOCAL AFFAIRS

Campaign for $937 million Denver bond package is ready for official kickoff and
has $1.3 million to spend - Denver Post

 
PUBLIC SAFETY

Man robbed and stabbed in Civic Center Park Wednesday afternoon - Denver
Post

 
REGULATORY

Colorado regulators approve average 27 percent hike in insurance rates -
Colorado Politics 
Colorado health insurance regulators on Wednesday made official a 27-
percent average rate hike for people buying their own plans next year.

Colorado’s Insurance Commissioner Marguerite Salazar cited continued
turmoil on Capitol Hill in signing off on the rate increases, which come on the
heels of a 20.4-percent rise in premium prices this year.

In doing so, she challenged Congress to pass several key reforms by Sept. 30
— promising to request those rates be lowered if lawmakers met the
deadline.

 

Lakewood measure to limit housing growth could be kept off ballot over missing
“oath” - Denver Post

 
REVENUE
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Pueblo County voters will be asked to increase their sales tax in an effort to
build a new jail, detox center - Denver Post

 

Wheat Ridge still recovering from devastation left by May’s hailstorm - Denver
Post 
It’s been more than four months since hailstones the size of softballs ripped
into the windows and roofs of cars, homes and businesses throughout the
metro area. And though time heals most things, it isn’t enough to repair the
physical devastation seen throughout Wheat Ridge.

Sitting at what many consider to be the heart of the May 8 storm, the city is
viewing the spring squall as the worst that Wheat Ridge has experienced in
most anyone’s memory. The road to recovery looks to be long, challenging
and expensive.

Ken Johnstone, director of community development for the city, estimates
hail damaged the roof, siding or windows of 6,000-8,000 single-family homes.
Of that number, the city projects that up to 3,000 still await repairs.

As of Aug. 21, unanticipated revenue from the storm, which includes permit
fees and associated taxes collected for the repair of residential roofs, stands
at $2,065,641.

 
TRANSPORTATION

How CDOT is using morning coffee runs to warn people about the dangers of
distracted driving - Denver Post

 
TECHNOLOGY

Denver’s Optiv Security adds Gen. David Petraeus to its board - Denver Post

 

Amazon is looking for a city where it can stick a second $5 billion HQ.
Colorado’s contenders are lining up. - Denver Post

 

Colorado Plans to Submit Formal Bid for Amazon Second Headquarters - NY
Times

 

Colorado sees a prime opportunity in Amazon's mega-campus - 9 News
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Broomfield security-tech firm Webroot hires new CEO after Dick Williams
announces retirement - Denver Post

 
2018 ELECTION

Republican Jillian Likness joins race for Colorado Springs legislative seat  -
Colorado Politics

 
#COLORADOPROUD

This band started at a Colorado church. Now it’s about to release an album with
Sony Music. - Denver Post

 
###

Hayden Cleverly 
Program Administrator 

 
P 303.866.3125 | C 970.618.6004 

127 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
hayden.cleverly@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

     

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

Copyright © 2017 Colorado Governor's Office, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you are signed up for the daily JWH Clips message from the Office
of Governor John W. Hickenlooper. If you wish to continue receiving these emails, please opt in via this

email. 

Our mailing address is: 
Colorado Governor's Office

136 State Capitol, Room 127
Denver, Colorado 80203

Add us to your address book

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=05c412caea&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=0732837796&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=a9e69043a1&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=f6f9a72d3a&e=1398fbf492
tel:(303)%20866-3125
tel:(970)%20618-6004
mailto:shadrey.sands@state.co.us
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=6e83e6bbc8&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=8a3287e650&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=aaa1ea4453&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=e5a679c183&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/vcard?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=943752d706


Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/profile?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=943752d706&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=943752d706&e=1398fbf492&c=180943ec36


View this email in your browser

JWH Clips: Saturday, September 2, 2017 |
Term: 493

GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER
  
DEAR LORD, WHAT ARE KASICH AND HICKENLOOPER DOING – Vanity
Fair 
ay no heed to the election of Donald Trump. Sure, it might have seemed like
a shocking break from the elite consensus, but what Americans really wanted
from Washington, even if they couldn’t find a way to show it in words or
deeds, was a doubling down. Which is why 2020 brings hope in one word:
Hickenlooper. And Kasich. So two words. But one electrifying joint
independent bid. 
  
According to Mike Allen at Axios, Colorado’s governor, Democrat John
Hickenlooper, has been cozying up to Ohio’s governor, Republican John
Kasich. Their staffs are friendly. They’re working together on health-care
policy—a “blueprint for stabilizing health-insurance markets,” to quote
Kasich. It sure looks like they are considering a joint ticket for 2020 as a
challenge to Trump, with Kasich leading the ticket. 
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Kasich has shot down the speculation, telling Meet the Press that the unity
ticket would be unpronounceable. But it is worth pondering the continued
salience of the bipartisan dream that regularly bewitches Washington’s
professional pundit class. 
  
Hickenlooper is popular in Colorado, known for being swing-state-friendly in
his politics, and Kasich is popular in Ohio, known mainly as the presidential
candidate who kept losing primaries yet refused to leave. The building blocks
of unity are arrayed in force. The men are taking health-care ideas from the
“American Enterprise Institute on the right and the Center for American
Progress on the left,” reports Allen. They’ve got a “jobs plan.” They’ve even
got a message that is, according to Allen, “optimistic and hopeful.” 
  
#2020Vision: Kamala Harris fires the single-payer starting gun; Sanders on the
trail; Castro's next move; Kander's early-state offices - CNN 
  
Kasich-Hickenlooper Health Care Reform Plan Is Drawing Bipartisan Praise -
WVXU 
  
Will the Fantasy of a Unity Ticket Just Die Already? – New Republic 
  
Colorado’s top Democrats rally for DACA as Trump’s White House says he’ll
decide on immigrant program Tuesday – Denver Post 
Colorado’s top Democrats and immigrant advocate groups rallied Friday
morning on behalf of young people brought to the U.S. unlawfully as the
White House said President Donald Trump would on Tuesday decide the fate
of a program that offers them protections from deportation. 
  
“Law-abiding (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals recipients) deserve the
chance to realize their potential in the only country they have ever known,”
Gov. John Hickenlooper told a crowd at the state Capitol. 
  
Colorado’s roughly 17,000 DACA recipients are waiting with anxiety to hear if
the Trump administration plans to unwind the Obama-era initiative that took
effect in 2012. 
  
Gov. John Hickenlooper urges “common sense” on DACA as advocates
mobilize - Denverite 
Gov. John Hickenlooper pleaded for mercy this morning for the roughly
17,000 young Coloradans who have been able to start careers, pay taxes and
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integrate more fully into American life under the DACA program. 
  
“Congress has still yet to agree to fix our broken immigration system,”
Hickenlooper said, urging the Trump administration to “maintain common
sense.” 
  
Monica Acosta, a DACA recipient and a director for Padres y Jovenes Unidos,
followed with an impassioned speech that singled out Hickenlooper, who was
still standing beside her, as she urged Colorado’s elected officials on to
stronger action. 
  
The time for “written statements and photo ops,” was over, she said, also
singling out Republicans U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner and Attorney General Cynthia
Coffman. “There is no middle ground.” 
  
A forceful and effective response to the Firestone tragedy – Denver Post 
In April, an unthinkable tragedy in Firestone killed two men, badly injured a
woman, forever changed the lives of their families, and shocked the state.
The accidental house explosion, linked to a decades-old severed natural gas
flowline, broke the hearts of anyone who heard the story of the Martinez and
Irwin families. 
  
From a public safety standpoint, the incident demanded a swift, serious and
comprehensive response from state regulators and industry. 
  
That is precisely what happened. But few understand the true size and scope
of the response to the Firestone tragedy. While it does not diminish the
tragedy itself — for nothing could — the state’s sweeping response is a story
that needs to be told. 
  
Gov. John Hickenlooper and state regulators immediately ordered a statewide
inspection and testing program in response to the early findings of
investigators. Using their authority under the state’s regulations for pipelines
and flowlines carrying oil and natural gas, Colorado officials gave oil and gas
operators less than two months to complete this enormous undertaking. 
  
Hickenlooper joining up with another GOP governor, this time on jobs –
Colorado Politics (Full article below) 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper has a date with another Republican
governor, it would seem. Just this week he talked healthcare in a joint
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proposal with Ohio Gov. John Kasich, now he’s talking jobs with South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard, 
  
The Western Governors Association tells Colorado Politics Hickenlooper and
Daugaard will deliver opening remarks at the organization’s Workforce
Development Initiative Sept. 18-19 at the Art Hotel in Denver. 
  
Daugaard is the WGA’s current chairman. Hickenlooper was chairman in 2013-
14. 
  
MEDIA: The Denver Post, troll slayer – Colorado Independent 
A media angle on the Hickenlooper-Kasich 2020 pundit pipe dream 
Governors John Hickenlooper™ and John Kasich, aka The Johns, got enough
ink last week to fill a bipartisan Buckeye brew pub barrel about a potential
2020 centrist swing state super ticket. (Say that 10 times fast.) The news is
catnip in the Trump era and it bubbled up here and nationally for a day or so
before both Johns flushed it. “Not a unity ticket, just working with a new
friend on hard compromises,” Hick tweeted. “The answer is no, OK?” Kasich
said on national TV. But the two did unveil a bipartisan plan to fix the
nation’s healthcare system. Amid all the news about this bipartisan bromance
was this, published by the insider Beltway news source Axios: 
  
The two are talking to major media companies about a possible podcast or
cable show to continue cementing their brand. Their conversations would
include politics, policy, and pop culture. 
  
Anything for the brand. 
  
WATCH: Hickenlooper on rescuing health care (Video) – Denver Business
Journal 
 

LT. GOV. LYNNE
  
Former Foster Youth Talk With The Lt. Governor – CBS 4 
As CBS4 worked on its series on “Aging Out”, reporter Britt Moreno talked to
many former foster care youth who wished for changes in the child welfare
system. Many said that they were going to work toward making those changes
in the future. One of CBS4’s goals for the project was to be a catalyst for that
change, so Moreno invited Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne to join a
conversation about what kinds of changes need to be made. 
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Moreno and Lynne sat down for taped conversation with Tai and Kristina, two
former foster care youth. Each of them left the child welfare system at the
age of 18, and both women completely opened up about the struggles they’ve
faced. 
  
Denver principals: Don’t take our DREAMers – Denver Post 
In an increasingly divisive political environment, we are a group of school
leaders asking for Colorado’s support in protecting individuals critical to our
school communities — our young leaders who also happen to be DREAMers. 
  
Passing the bipartisan DREAM Act of 2017 is a critical economic issue for
Colorado and for our country. Estimates from the Center for American
Progress suggest that ending the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program would cost Colorado more than $856.9 million in annual GDP
losses. 
  
But for our schools and our communities, this issue goes beyond economics. It
is about the incredible, diverse communities built by our students and staff —
those born here and elsewhere — who make Denver a vibrant and desirable
city to live in. Revoking DACA would have devastating impacts on our schools
and the Colorado community. 
  
Since the implementation of DACA by President Barack Obama in 2012,
thousands of children in Colorado have become DREAMers, young people who
came to the United States as children, and though previously undocumented,
were able to apply for authorization to attend school and work. 
 

ECONOMY
  
Jobless rates up across racial groups in August – Colorado Springs Gazette 
Unemployment rates rose for all major racial and ethnic groups in August as
well as for the prime age group of 25-to-54-year-olds. 
  
Black Americans' jobless rate rose from 7.4 percent to 7.7 percent as the
number of unemployed climbed. The unemployment rate for Asians was also
higher, though for positive reasons: More people began actively seeking work
and were counted as unemployed if they didn't immediately find a job. 
  
At the same time, recent veterans found jobs last month. The unemployment
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rate for those who have served in the armed forces anytime since September
2001 dropped to 4.2 percent, the lowest level since May 2016. 
  
All told, employers added 156,000 jobs in August. The overall unemployment
rate ticked up to 4.4 percent from 4.3 percent in July. 
  
Invasion of the job snatchers? Use of robots in workplace on the rise – Denver
Post 
  
Denver rents up another 3 percent over last 12 months, well above national
average – Denver Post 
 

EDUCATION
  
Colorado looks at open source materials to cut textbook cost – Colorado
Politics 
A recently created council in Colorado is looking at how the state’s public
colleges and universities might take advantage of open educational resource
materials to address the high cost of textbooks. 
  
Open educational resources are free to use or released under a license that
allows free use. 
  
The 2017 Legislature created the Open Educational Resources Council.
Members are charged with overseeing a review of the extent to which public
colleges use open educational resources and recommend ways their use might
be increased. 
  
The 14-member council is also asked to identify open educational materials
that could be used by colleges and create a digital repository. 
  
Five-Year Contract Gives Denver Teachers $1,400 Pay Bump - CPR 
  
Denver school district, teachers union reach agreement on contract that
includes $1,400 increase to base salary - Chalkbeat 
  
Denver coalition releases step-by-step guide seeking to end school-to-prison
pipeline – Colorado Independent 
  
Two last-minute challengers emerge to two Jeffco school board incumbents -
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Chalkbeat 
  
Aurora school board up for possible big changes with only one incumbent
seeking re-election - Chalkbeat 
  
It’s official: Ten candidates in the running for Denver school board - Chalkbeat 
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
  
Counties bet on Zinke for millions – Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
  
Xcel Energy Files "Colorado Energy Plan" to Accelerate New Renewable
Generation – Energy Online 
  
Durango 100 percent renewable by 2050? – Durango Herald 
 

FEDERAL
  
‘Moms’ say federal gun bill would undermine Colorado gun laws (Full article
below) 
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense, the national organization formed after
the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary in 2012, Friday called upon U.S. Rep.
Mike Coffman, an Aurora Republican, to drop his support for a measure that
they claim would allow guns in schools without a permit. 
  
Trump pulls back threat to shut down government over border wall — for now –
Colorado Springs Gazette/Washington Post 
 

HURRICANE HARVEY
  
Groups From Colorado Travel To Help In Harvey’s Aftermath – CBS 4 
 

IMMIGRATION
  
To protect DACA immigrants, Mike Coffman is trying a Hail Mary – Denver Post 
Congressman Mike Coffman is preparing a longshot legislative maneuver to
protect young immigrants who were brought illegally to the U.S. as children —
an effort that comes as President Donald Trump is weighing a decision on
their fate. 
  
The Aurora Republican said he wants to force action on a bill he introduced in
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January that would halt for three years the deportation of any immigrant
enrolled in an Obama-era program called Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals, or DACA. 
  
DACA recipients already are shielded from deportation and can get temporary
permits to work legally in the U.S. But Trump, who campaigned on an anti-
immigration platform, could cancel the program in the coming days, a
deadline spurred by pressure from 10 state attorneys general. 
  
If Trump nixed DACA, it would expose about 800,000 beneficiaries to removal
— as all of them provided a wealth of personal information to the federal
government. About 17,000 DACA recipients are estimated to live in Colorado. 
  
Thousands of Colorado Immigrants Await Trump DACA Decision – US News 
  
Texas anti-sanctuary law, model for Colorado attempts, placed on hold by
federal judge – Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
VICE profiles Texas law that cracks down on sanctuary cities – Colorado
Politics 
  
Thousands of Colorado immigrants await Trump DACA decision – Durango
Herald 
  
Littwin: Shutting down DACA would be an entirely Trump-made disaster –
Colorado Independent 
 

JUDICIAL
  
Colorado sex offender registration act violates constitutional rights of three sex
offenders, federal judge rules – Denver Post 
A federal judge has ruled that Colorado’s sex offender registration act as it
applies to three sex offenders violates the cruel and unusual punishment
clause of the Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 
  
District Judge Richard Matsch’s ruling in Denver U.S. District Court came in a
2013 civil case filed by three registered sex offenders, David Millard, Eugene
Knight and Arturo Vega, against Michael Rankin, the director of the Colorado
Bureau of Investigation. 
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Matsch also ruled that the Colorado Sex Offender Registration Act violates the
14th Amendment due process rights of Millard, Knight and Vega. He found
that the three plaintiffs are entitled to an award and attorney fees. Matsch
wrote that the attorney fees would be determined. 
  
The Latest: Colorado AG: Sex Crime Registry Protects Public – US News 
  
Judge: Colorado sex offender registry unconstitutional - Coloradoan 
  
Judge Rules Sex Offender Registry "Cruel and Unusual" - Westword 
  
Sex offender registry found unconstitutional - KOAA 
 

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT
  
Colorado releases list of businesses that violated wage laws – Durango Herald 
The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment has publicly released for
the first time the names of Colorado businesses that were found to violate
wage laws since a new law went into effect April 13. 
  
This year, the Legislature passed the Wage Theft Transparency Act, which
reversed a longstanding state law that did not allow the names of businesses
that violated wages laws to become public. Gov. John Hickenlooper signed
the act into law in April. 
 

MARIJUANA
  
DOJ is secretly using IRS to investigate Colorado pot shops in guise of audits,
lawsuit says – Denver Post 
The U.S. Department of Justice is secretly using the Internal Revenue Service
to conduct criminal investigations into otherwise legitimate marijuana
businesses in Colorado under the guise of tax audits, lawyers for the
companies say in an ongoing federal lawsuit. 
  
The IRS called the allegations baseless and illogical, saying inquiries it is
making for information from Colorado’s Marijuana Enforcement Division are
simply part of its efforts at verifying financial records in determining whether
businesses owe more taxes. 
  
The U.S. District Court case, filed by the owners of Rifle Remedies, a medical
marijuana business in Silt, is one of several that challenge IRS subpoenas to
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MED seeking information about how much pot they’ve grown, and to whom
and when they sold it. The IRS said it has resorted to the tactic because
businesses have refused to offer the information voluntarily. 
  
Medical marijuana licenses see decrease in Colorado, while recreational ones
increase – 9 News 
The number of active marijuana business licenses hit an all-time high of 2,971
in Colorado this year, according to the Colorado Marijuana Enforcement
Division. But, medical licenses have actually seen a two percent decrease in
the last year. 
  
According to the latest Colorado Marijuana Market Report, medical marijuana
businesses made up 54.5 percent of the active marijuana business licenses in
2016. That number is now down to 52.5 percent. 
  
Meanwhile, the report shows recreational marijuana businesses have
increased by two percent, up to 47.5 percent this year from 45.5 percent last
year. 
  
Paul Seaborn, an assistant business professor at the University of Denver,
produces the quarterly Market Report. It keeps track of business licenses, the
cities with the most licenses, and the companies with the most licenses. 
 

OF NOTE
  
Colorado needs thoughtful politicians not bound to parties – Denver Post 
Voters are clearly fed up with the two-party status quo. A majority of
Americans view both parties unfavorably, and more Americans identify as
independent than either Democrat or Republican. 
  
The trend lines are even more staggering here in Colorado. Our secretary of
state recently reported that more than half of the 25,039 voters who
registered since June 28 chose to be unaffiliated with either party.
Independents now number over 1.3 million in the state, or 37 percent. 
  
Yet, despite losing market share among the electorate, the two parties
maintain total control over our governing institutions: all 100 state legislators
in Colorado are either Democrats or Republicans. 
  
The consequence is crippling. According to a University of Houston study, the
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Colorado legislature has become more polarized than at any time in recent
history and is now the most polarized state legislature in the country. In this
climate, it is increasingly difficult for the legislature to tackle big issues,
from education to infrastructure and health care. 
  
Boeing 747 SuperTanker fights California fire for 1st time – Colorado Springs
Gazette       
  
It’s not you, it’s me: ‘This has all been wonderful but now I’m on my way’ –
Colorado Politics 
  
Public funding for Denver’s political campaigns? Not this year – Colorado
Politics 
  
AARP, other seniors groups jump into Denver Startup Week – Denver Business
Journal (Full article below) 
Denver Startup Week isn’t just maturing in its sixth year — it’s graying. 
  
The AARP and two other advocacy groups for older Americans are major
sponsors of the annual five-day celebration of entrepreneurship that takes
over downtown Denver starting Sept. 25. 
  
These are the Colorado counties where seniors living off Social Security can
best cover living expenses – Denver Post 
  
Colorado wins weird 2017 Rocky Mountain Showdown – SB Nation 
 

PARKS & WILDLIFE
  
Western Slopers to serve on parks board – Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
 

SECRETARY OF STATE
  
The Colorado Secretary of State’s Office is always looking for a teachable
moment… - Colorado Politics 
…And its staff is coming to a gathering near you, sometime soon, to teach you
more about voting and election issues. 
  
Speaking of which, Colorado Secretary of State Wayne Williams sure gets
around, doesn’t he? As chronicled on SOS communications czarina Lynn
Bartels’s blog, Williams always seems to be bringing good news about the
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state’s elections system and related topics to audiences around the state.
(Heck, the guy stumps as if he were a politician. Which, of course, he is —
though as far as we know, he is one of the few Republican officeholders in
Colorado these days who isn’t rumored to be running for another political
office.) 
 

TRANSPORTATION
  
RTD must stop expanding and boost existing services – Denver Post 
The Denver Post’s John Aguilar reported bad news from the Front Range’s
eight-county Regional Transportation District last week — revenues are going
to fall short of projections, meaning cuts will have to be made. 
  
The good news is that RTD will be able to avoid most cuts to services by
scaling back on the number of construction projects and new routes it
undertakes. That’s a retrenching with a focus on increasing use of existing
services and it will keep the district from being spread too thin. 
  
But the bad news is that a significant driver of the budget woes is that
ridership isn’t keeping pace with expectations and, consequently, fare
revenue will be less than anticipated. RTD reported that per-capita ridership
is stagnant as the population grows. 
 

2018 ELECTION
  
Wellington Webb endorses Democratic congressional candidate Jason Crow in
6th Congressional District primary – Colorado Politics 
  
Democratic primary rumble in governor’s race will cost bruises and lots of
money – Colorado Politics 
  
Tom Tancredo changes registration from unaffiliated to Republican ‘just in case’
he decides to run for governor – Colorado Politics 
 

FULL ARTICLES
  
AARP, other seniors groups jump into Denver Startup Week – Denver Business
Journal 
Denver Startup Week isn’t just maturing in its sixth year — it’s graying. 
  
The AARP and two other advocacy groups for older Americans are major
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sponsors of the annual five-day celebration of entrepreneurship that takes
over downtown Denver starting Sept. 25. 
  
Why would the nation’s powerful voice for retired people be interested in a
tech-centric festival for entrepreneurs and startup enthusiasts? 
  
“When we show up, people say, ‘What the hell are you doing here?’,” said
Jody Holtzman, Washnigton D.C-based senior vice president of AARP. “I like
that — it’s driven by their curiosity and a disconnect in their thinking.” 
  
The AARP and Denver nonprofit Aging 2.0 want startup founders to be aware
of the "longevity economy," the economically powerful population nearing or
past retirement age that is largely missing from discussions in the technology
industry, particularly consumer tech and startups. 
  
“There’s a need for better, more relevant products and services that we both
need to have and want to have,” said Holzman. And where better to engage
with tech than among startups creating the next generation of products? 
  
Holzman has gotten AARP involved in startup pitch sessions and “demo day”-
style events around the country trying to sell entrepreneurs on the idea
there's a big market they might miss. 
  
People older than 50 make up 35 percent of the U.S. population. That’s 110
million people accounting for more than $5 trillion in annual economic
activity, the AARP says. 
  
The local branch of Aging 2.0 is a title sponsor of the entire week of events,
joining JPMorgan Chase & Co., the Downtown Denver Partnership, Comcast
Corp. and WeWork. 
  
Raising awareness 
Karen Brown, a former caregiver who heads the organization, sees seniors as
a natural target market for technologies including artificial intelligence,
robotics, self-driving cars and in anything to do with digital health. 
  
She joined the Rockies Venture Club, a Denver organization for angel
investors, hoping to find promising new companies keeping seniors in mind. 
  
“But I didn’t see that being a thought in any of the startups I could find,” she



said. 
  
Brown is trying to change that, with Startup Week sponsorship starting to
raise awareness. 
  
She ultimately wants to establish entrepreneur programs that connect
founders with care-providing organizations in the hope new companies
addressing senior health needs grows out of it. 
  
Bob Murphy, state director for the AARP in Colorado, encouraged Holtzman to
get involved in Denver’s startup scene because there’s so much going on
here. 
  
AARP is sponsoring Startup Week’s opening night party, as well as the
weeklong track of events about startup growth issues and strategies. 
  
That means Startup Week’s first day will be bookended by an opening
keynote speech from YouTube celebrity Casey Neistat and a closing party at
Union Station paid for by AARP. 
  
Holzman also will be a panelist on one startup week's dozens of discussions. 
  
'We need innovation' 
The Next Fifty Initiative, a Denver-based nonprofit, was formed with $196
million last year and a mission to make grants and otherwise support
improving the lives of those aging in Colorado. 
  
It’s sponsoring the Denver Founder’s Network gathering during Startup Week
because the awareness push about seniors fits with the Next Fifty’s mission,
said Margaret Frankhauser, the nonprofit’s president and CEO. 
  
“We need innovation and technology to get us there,” she said. 
  
Even the big tech products of the day made by companies around for decades
don’t keep seniors in mind, she said. 
  
She noted that Apple introduced the Apple Watch in 2015, a device with a
display too small for a lot of seniors to see at arm’s length, she said. 
  
As more members of the baby boomer generation retire, seniors may make a



big enough market for designers to routinely take them into account, she
said. 
  
Hickenlooper joining up with another GOP governor, this time on jobs –
Colorado Politics 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper has a date with another Republican
governor, it would seem. Just this week he talked healthcare in a joint
proposal with Ohio Gov. John Kasich, now he’s talking jobs with South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard, 
  
The Western Governors Association tells Colorado Politics Hickenlooper and
Daugaard will deliver opening remarks at the organization’s Workforce
Development Initiative Sept. 18-19 at the Art Hotel in Denver. 
  
Daugaard is the WGA’s current chairman. Hickenlooper was chairman in 2013-
14. 
  
The workshop is the second in a series developed by Daugaard to “leverage
the region’s best thinking to bridge the gap between prospective workers and
employers in the West to create enhanced career opportunities for students,
graduates and displaced workers.” 
  
The first, focused on the gap between jobseekers and employers, was Aug. 3-
4 in Sioux Falls, S.D. The details of that workshop are available here. 
  
“When I was young, our fathers would choose a career and stay in that career
their whole life,” Daugaard said in a statement. “Today the demands are
changing so rapidly it’s hard for our workers to be ready to work when a job
is available, and hard for them to keep pace with change at work. We have to
adapt our education and training institutions to realign with today’s jobs.” 
  
WGA is still taking requests from those who would like to participate in the
workshop. Those who would like to take attend can e-mail WGA policy adviser
Lauren DeNinno at ldeninno@westgov.org. 
  
Those invited are most likely to be private and public sector experts on
workforce development from city, state regional and national groups. All
attendees are well-versed in the topic and can participate, whether they are
on a panel or in the audience, the WGA tells us. 
  

http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=54f13fb7f1&e=1398fbf492
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Others can watch a livestream on the web both days, or see it on the the
WGA’s YouTube page after. 
  
Of job creation in his state Daugaard wrote in an op-ed for CNBC in July: 
  
We’re seeing success in South Dakota because we believe in allowing
businesses to prosper. We have no corporate income tax, no personal income
tax, no business inventory tax, no personal property tax and no inheritance
tax. This puts more money in the pockets of our businesses and citizens,
creating a more favorable environment for growth. 
  
Likewise Hickenlooper has boasted often of Colorado’s job growth, one of the
fastest recovering states in the nation after the recession. 
  
Forbes magazine in 2014 called it “the Hickenlooper effect.” 
  
The 2008 recession had pummeled Colorado. Knocked down, bruised, and
reeling, Colorado lagged behind at 40th in the nation for job creation and a
dismal 9.1 percent unemployment rate in 2010. In the years since, Colorado
staged a remarkable turnaround and renewed its efforts to create jobs and
spark economic innovation. Today, Colorado boasts a ranking of fourth
highest in job creation, adding 200,000 new jobs to bring unemployment
down to the lowest it has been since 2008 – just 4.7 percent. 
  
‘Moms’ say federal gun bill would undermine Colorado gun laws - Colorado
Politics 
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense, the national organization formed after
the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary in 2012, Friday called upon U.S. Rep.
Mike Coffman, an Aurora Republican, to drop his support for a measure that
they claim would allow guns in schools without a permit. 
  
The Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act (House Resolution 38) would allow
anyone with a concealed weapon to bring that weapon into another state,
even if the person doesn’t meet that state’s requirements for a concealed
carry permit. 
  
The Colorado chapter held a press conference Friday in front of Coffman’s
Aurora office to point out that Colorado’s concealed carry laws would be
rendered useless under the act. 
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According to Lynn Barta of Littleton, a resident of Coffman’s Sixth
Congressional District, the act would gut Colorado’s gun laws that require
those who apply for concealed weapons permits to take safety training and
undergo a criminal background check. Barta pointed out that 12 states have
no requirements for concealed weapons permits, but under the Act those
individuals could bring a concealed weapon into Colorado without having to
gun through the state’s permit requirements. 
  
Under H.R. 38, concealed weapons would be allowed on federal lands,
including national parks, lands controlled by the Army Corps of Engineers
(that would include Cherry Creek and Chatfield dams), National Wildlife
Refuge lands, and public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land
Management and the Bureau of Reclamation. 
  
Coffman’s spokesperson did not immediately return a call or e-mail for
comment Friday afternoon. (This story will be updated at the top if we hear
back.) 
  
The measure’s biggest backer is the National Rifle Association. The NRA
argues that the Second Amendment shouldn’t recognize state borders. 
  
“While most states already recognize this and have provisions allowing for
reciprocity for concealed carry permits from other jurisdiction, a minority of
antigun states have made a point of arresting out-of-state residents who carry
or transport otherwise lawfully owned firearms in their jurisdictions,” the
organization states. 
  
“This sort of ‘zero tolerance’ enforcement has nothing to do with public
safety and everything to do with punishing people who believe in the Second
Amendment. There is nothing legitimate about a state using its police powers
to suppress the constitutional rights of fellow Americans.” 
  
State laws that prohibit concealed weapons in state or local government
buildings or parks would still be upheld, according to the bill. 
  
According to July news release from the National Law Enforcement
Partnership to Prevent Gun Violence, the measure would force police to
verify whether a permit from another state is valid. 
  
“Reciprocity would leave law enforcement helpless to keep guns out of the



wrong hands when a person claims ‘constitutional carry’ authority,” the
statement said. In addition, efforts to verify a permit or ID card could “comes
with potential legal liability for law enforcement, an outrageous outcome for
an officer trying to protect his or her community.” 
  
Barta said her group met with Coffman’s staff on Tuesday, and “it became
clear Coffman would not reconsider” his position on the bill. Coffman signed
on as a co-sponsor on June 23; Colorado’s three other Republican members of
the House all signed onto the bill when it was introduced on Jan. 3 and it now
has 208 co-sponsors, including three Democrats. And while he co-sponsored
similar legislation in 2009, Speaker of the House Paul Ryan of Wisconsin has
not signed onto the bill. 
  
A similar measure is also awaiting action in the Senate, but Colorado’s junior
Sen. Cory Gardner, a Yuma Republican, has not signed on as a co-sponsor.
That measure, S. 446, has 37 Republican co-sponsors, but that does not
include Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky. 
  
The Colorado General Assembly, during its last session, also considered a
concealed carry reciprocity measure, which cleared the Republican-
controlled Senate. It died in the Democratic-led House on April 26. 
  
Also joining the small group outside of Coffman’s building: Tom Sullivan,
whose 27-year-old son, Alex, died in the 2012 Aurora theater shooting. He
pointed out that 19 states don’t require safety training in order to obtain a
concealed weapon permit. This bill “is the top priority of the gun lobby in
Congress,” he said. Rep. Coffman “should be standing up for public safety,
not the gun lobby.” 
  
Barta pointed out that her group is not against the Second Amendment. “We
do not want to take away people’s rights to guns,” she told Colorado Politics.
The chapter head, Robin Horn, pointed out that she owns guns and has spent
her entire life around hunters, and if the group intended to take guns away
from law-abiding people, she wouldn’t be part of the group. 
  
“We have no problem with responsible gun owners,” said Barta. “We just
want to keep guns out of dangerous hands. She warned that if Coffman does
not reconsider his sponsoring of the bill, “We won’t forget.” 
  
She also noted that nine national and international law enforcement groups



oppose the concealed carry bill, including the Commission on Accreditation
for Law Enforcement Agencies, the International Association of Chiefs of
Police, the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives and
the Hispanic American Police Command Officers Association. It is also
opposed by the U.S. Conference of Mayors. 
  
“We have no problem with responsible gun owners,” said Barta. “We just
want to keep guns out of dangerous hands. She warned that if Coffman does
not reconsider his sponsoring of the bill, “we won’t forget.” 
  
The group later went up to Coffman’s office with more than 400 postcards,
which they claimed came from residents of his district who oppose the
measure, and gave the postcards to a member of Coffman’s staff. 
  
H.R. 38 is awaiting action from the House Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism,
Homeland Security, and Investigations, which is under the House Judiciary
Committee. Rep. Ken Buck of Greeley is a member of that judiciary
committee. The Senate version, S446, which was introduced in February, has
not yet been assigned to a committee.

Shelby Wieman 
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Trump, Nukes, and Weed - Colorado’s Brewpub Governor Opens Up - OZY 
It’s hard to keep your seat when speaking with John Hickenlooper — thanks to
his tall (but true) tales. The eclectic interests of Colorado’s governor are
reflected in his past, moments like when he claims to have convinced the
Fray’s lead singer, Isaac Slade, to keep his band in the Centennial State, to
his account about the “running of the pigs,” a Hemingway-esque retelling of
how Denver fills its streets with frolicking swine. His past lives include time
as a photography student and aspiring writer, a petroleum-industry geologist
and a brewpub entrepreneur who somehow parlayed that into a career as
mayor, governor … and, perhaps, future White House resident?

Time will tell, but meanwhile Hickenlooper is focusing on keeping his 4.5-
million-strong state afloat amid a population boom that has it adding 100,000
people annually in recent years. With huge economic investment coming in,
and the country’s lowest unemployment, many governors would like to be in
his position — but, as Hickenlooper tells OZY, even good fortune presents its
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own challenges. The following interview has been edited for length and
clarity.

 

Hickenlooper: Health care reform should be 'trans-partisan' - CNN

 

Govs introduce bipartisan health care plan (video) - CNN

 

Gov. Hickenlooper on U.S. Healthcare - Bloomberg

 

Governors Offer Their Plan to Fix Obamacare. Will Congress Listen? -
Governing

 

A group of Democratic and Republican governors just released a plan to fix
Obamacare - Business Insider

 

Ohio Gov. Kasich, Colorado's Hickenlooper unveil bipartisan plan to stabilize
Obamacare markets - Cleveland.com

 

Governors' health care plan urges stabilizing markets - 10TV, Columbus

 

The Hickenlooper-Kasich Health Blueprint Is Out. Here Are Their
Recommendations - CPR

 

Hickenlooper, in bipartisan bromance, releases health care proposal - Colorado
Springs Independent

 

Govs. John Kasich and John Hickenlooper detail plan to shore up Obamacare,
break health care stalemate - Coloradoan

 

Hickenlooper healthcare announcement and more: 5 Things to Know for
Thursday, Aug. 31 - Denver Channel
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Hickenlooper unveils bipartisan healthcare plan, his introduction to the national
policy stage - Colorado Politics

 

The Hickenlooper-Kasich health care plan: Here’s what you need to know -
Denver Post 
A coalition of eight governors, led by Colorado’s John Hickenlooper and
Ohio’s John Kasich, put forward 18 recommendations Thursday and demanded
immediate action from Congress to stabilize and lower costs on the individual
health insurance market.

The bipartisan blueprint seeks to break the gridlock in Washington on the
issue of health care with modest fixes, but it faced criticism from
conservatives because it would preserve the Affordable Care Act and
individual mandate.

“We are not trying to start a revolution here,” Hickenlooper said in
announcing the plan at the Capitol in Denver. “These are very cautious,
pragmatic efforts to maintain the stability of the individual market, which
will almost certainly reduce premiums (and) which will almost certainly
expand coverage.”

 

Colorado’s biggest methane emitter may get a discount - High Country News 
In western Colorado’s North Fork Valley sits the state’s single largest emitter
of methane, a potent greenhouse gas. The West Elk coal mine spews enough
methane each year to equal the greenhouse gas pollution of about 90,000
cars, according to government data. For several years, environmental groups
and local communities have sought to have the mine’s owner, Arch Coal,
capture that methane to use as fuel instead of sending it into the
atmosphere.

Now, as Arch Coal struggles to survive in a declining coal market, it’s asking
the federal government to reduce the royalties it pays on some of the coal it
extracts. And that could provide a leverage point to finally get the mine to
capture its methane. At least that’s the hope of Colorado Gov. John
Hickenlooper and some local officials, who want to make methane capture a
condition of the royalty cut.
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Undocumented Immigrant Pleads For Pardon - CBS Local 
DENVER (CBS4) – Local leaders are rallying behind a mother, also an
undocumented immigrant, and asking Gov. John Hickenlooper for a pardon. 

Ingrid Latorre, an undocumented immigrant from Peru, was arrested in 2010
on charges of using false documents. She later pleaded guilty under the
advice of her attorney, without knowing that the crime would affect her
immigration status.

 
ECONOMY

Henderson Mine in Clear Creek County resuming operations, which could delay
closure by 6 years - Denver Post 
Clear Creek County’s Henderson Mine is resuming operations after a sustained
decline in the molybdenum market suspended mine development last year.

Citing an uptick in the moly market — currently priced around $8.30 a pound,
up from less than $5 a pound last year — Henderson owner Freeport-McMoRan
on Wednesday announced it will resume mining in a dormant area, add
employees and extend the mine’s life to 2026 from the expected deadline of
2020. The news follows two rounds of layoffs in 2015 that saw the mine
reduce its workforce by 210 positions.

 

Plans make it official: Ikea moves forward with Broomfield store, its second in
Colorado - Denver Post

 

How much do you need to earn to buy a typical house in Denver? At least
$81,349, says report - Denver Post

 

Boulder’s NCAR announces job cuts, program reductions - Denver Post

 
EDUCATION

More Denver schools offer students an affordable jump on college - Colorado
Politics

 

Colorado conservatives push Republican gubernatorial candidates on
education policy - Denver Post
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School Districts Across Colorado Shift From College Prep to Career Prep -
Westword

 
ENERGY

Regulators set “path forward” for Boulder, but will deny much of electric utility
plan - Denver Post 
The Public Utilities Commission deliberated Wednesday in Boulder’s electric
utility case, and stopped just shy of outright denying the city’s application to
acquire Xcel Energy assets in the interest of operating a separate, city-run
electric utility.

In a four-hour proceeding that followed a nine-day trial earlier this summer,
the three-member commission instead decided to give a conditional and only
partial approval to Boulder’s list of proposed assets to be transferred.

But the commission declined to approve the city’s separation plan, which laid
out the “how” behind the desired divorce: Who does the detailed design
drawings? Who conducts the engineering work behind the separation,
including construction of new infrastructure? And who pays for it all?

 
ENVIRONMENT

Wildfire burning in Waterton Canyon a threat to watershed that supplies 80
percent of the drinking water to Denver residents - Denver Post 
Waterton Canyon will be closed to the public Friday as firefighters battle a
wildfire on a ridge above Strontia Springs Reservoir. 

The Waterton fire grew to about 6 acres Thursday night at dusk, according to
the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office.

The fire is burning through a watershed that supplies 80 percent of the
drinking water to Denver residents, according to a Pike National Forest news
release.

 

Firefighters in Colorado Springs battle smokey storage unit blaze - Denver Post

 

Longmont councilwoman floats idea for prairie dog village on city land - Denver
Post
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Colorado Parks and Wildlife talks financial future in Steamboat, Sept. 6 - Vail
Daily

 
FEDERAL

Denver Democrats book Paul Ryan challenger Randy ‘Iron Stache’ Bryce for
annual dinner - Colorado Politics

 

Nancy Pelosi in Denver encourages women to run for elected office - Colorado
Politics

 

17,000 young Colorado immigrants wait and worry for Trump’s looming
decision on DACA - Denver Post

 

CU calls for all hands on deck as it prepares for possible termination of DACA
program - Denver Post 
BOULDER — As rumors of a shutdown for a program intended to protect young
immigrants from deportation swirl around Washington, D.C., the University of
Colorado is calling for all hands on deck to defend its immigrant students.

President Donald Trump ran on a promise to undo the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program, which provides legal presence for young,
unauthorized immigrants who were brought to the United States as children.

 

Denver Public Schools says ending DACA would have “catastrophic” effect -
Denver Post

 
HEALTHCARE

Colorado obesity rate among fastest growing in nation - Denver Channel

 

Hepatitis A Cases Increasing In Colorado - CBS Local

 
HUMAN SERVICES

Rug store flap weaves an ethics tapestry between Glendale and state
watchdogs - Colorado Politics
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Denver joins legal effort to block Trump administration from withholding grants
over immigration policy - Denver Post

 

“We do not do the work of ICE,” Denver police chief says as immigration
ordinance is signed into law - Denver Post 
Denver’s new immigration measures aim to resist federal enforcement in
several ways, but Denver Police Chief Robert White summarized them bluntly
at signing ceremony Thursday. 

“We do not do the work of ICE,” he said, referring to U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement in a comment that prompted wild applause inside
Denver’s city hall from the immigrants, advocates and city officials who filled
the room.

Minutes later, Mayor Michael Hancock sat down at a table and put his pen —
actually 10 pens, in succession — to a new immigration ordinance, with City
Council sponsors Paul López and Robin Kniech at his side. He then signed a
companion executive order, which directs city agencies to coordinate on
additional help for immigrants living in the country illegally and set up a
donation-based legal defense fund for people facing deportation proceedings.

 
JUDICIAL

Ingrid Encalada Latorre, who claimed sanctuary in a Denver church, loses legal
bid to overturn conviction - Denver Post

 

Federal jury gets insider trading case against former Colorado oilman Roger
Parker - Denver Post 
A federal jury began deliberations Thursday on whether former Colorado
oilman Roger Parker committed illegal insider trading a decade ago when he
told two of his closest friends that billionaire Kirk Kerkorian was about to buy
a huge stake in Parker’s company.

The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission sued Parker in 2012, alleging he
and buddies Michael Van Gilder and Scott Reiman illegally profited years
earlier on the insider information that Kerkorian’s Tracinda Corp. was putting
up $684 million for a 35-percent stake in Denver-based Delta Petroleum.
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Judge Finds Colorado Sex Offender Registry Unconstitutional - CBS Denver

 
CORRECTIONS

Former Peterson Air Force base security sergeant convicted of video-recording
rape gets long prison term - Denver Post

 

22-year-old man sought in Amber Alert abduction of Commerce City mother
and toddler - Denver Post

 

Denver police arrest two in attack on South High School student - Denver Post

 

Fourth “sexually violent predator” moves into Boulder homeless shelter -
Denver Post

 
LEGISLATURE

Sen. Leroy Garcia named DAV’s Colorado legislator of the year - Colorado
Politics

 

VICE profiles Texas law that cracks down on sanctuary cities, similar to
Colorado proposals - Colorado Politics

 

Divided Yet Productive: How Colorado Had a Gridlock-Free Year - Governing

 

Lawmaker From Firestone To Push For Oil & Gas Pipeline Mapping - CBS
Local

 
LOCAL AFFAIRS

Denver Metro Chamber makes history next Wednesday, tickets are still on sale
- Denver Post

 
MARIJUANA

Tiny Colorado town has a weed store for every 170 people - The Cannabist
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Learn from Colorado’s mistakes, says former cannabis czar - The Cannabist 
If he had to do it all over again, Colorado’s former marijuana czar would
approach cannabis legalization by gathering loads more data, taking a
calculated approach to edibles and including an even greater cohort of public
health voices.

Andrew Freedman, now a consultant for states and cities trying to develop
cannabis regulations, delivered the closing keynote speech Wednesday at the
National Cannabis Summit, a three-day conference to explore best practices
on approaching topics such as public health, safety, research, prevention and
treatment efforts.

 
REGULATORY

Fate of Lakewood proposal to restrict housing growth could become clear in
next few weeks - Denver Post

 
TECHNOLOGY

A look at the new $350M Lockheed facility coming to Colorado - 9 News

 

Gardner: State could lead in cybersecurity - Colorado Springs Gazette

 
#COLORADOPROUD

Construction crew that found Thornton’s triceratops fossils considered “heroes”
- Denver Post

 

‘Take Note Colorado’ Gets Nod From ‘The Fray’ Frontman - CBS Local
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

Trump, Nukes, and Weed - Colorado’s Brewpub Governor Opens Up - OZY 
It’s hard to keep your seat when speaking with John Hickenlooper — thanks to
his tall (but true) tales. The eclectic interests of Colorado’s governor are
reflected in his past, moments like when he claims to have convinced the
Fray’s lead singer, Isaac Slade, to keep his band in the Centennial State, to
his account about the “running of the pigs,” a Hemingway-esque retelling of
how Denver fills its streets with frolicking swine. His past lives include time
as a photography student and aspiring writer, a petroleum-industry geologist
and a brewpub entrepreneur who somehow parlayed that into a career as
mayor, governor … and, perhaps, future White House resident?

Time will tell, but meanwhile Hickenlooper is focusing on keeping his 4.5-
million-strong state afloat amid a population boom that has it adding 100,000
people annually in recent years. With huge economic investment coming in,
and the country’s lowest unemployment, many governors would like to be in
his position — but, as Hickenlooper tells OZY, even good fortune presents its
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own challenges. The following interview has been edited for length and
clarity.

 

Hickenlooper: Health care reform should be 'trans-partisan' - CNN

 

Govs introduce bipartisan health care plan (video) - CNN

 

Gov. Hickenlooper on U.S. Healthcare - Bloomberg

 

Governors Offer Their Plan to Fix Obamacare. Will Congress Listen? -
Governing

 

A group of Democratic and Republican governors just released a plan to fix
Obamacare - Business Insider

 

Ohio Gov. Kasich, Colorado's Hickenlooper unveil bipartisan plan to stabilize
Obamacare markets - Cleveland.com

 

Governors' health care plan urges stabilizing markets - 10TV, Columbus

 

The Hickenlooper-Kasich Health Blueprint Is Out. Here Are Their
Recommendations - CPR

 

Hickenlooper, in bipartisan bromance, releases health care proposal - Colorado
Springs Independent

 

Govs. John Kasich and John Hickenlooper detail plan to shore up Obamacare,
break health care stalemate - Coloradoan

 

Hickenlooper healthcare announcement and more: 5 Things to Know for
Thursday, Aug. 31 - Denver Channel
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Hickenlooper unveils bipartisan healthcare plan, his introduction to the national
policy stage - Colorado Politics

 

The Hickenlooper-Kasich health care plan: Here’s what you need to know -
Denver Post 
A coalition of eight governors, led by Colorado’s John Hickenlooper and
Ohio’s John Kasich, put forward 18 recommendations Thursday and demanded
immediate action from Congress to stabilize and lower costs on the individual
health insurance market.

The bipartisan blueprint seeks to break the gridlock in Washington on the
issue of health care with modest fixes, but it faced criticism from
conservatives because it would preserve the Affordable Care Act and
individual mandate.

“We are not trying to start a revolution here,” Hickenlooper said in
announcing the plan at the Capitol in Denver. “These are very cautious,
pragmatic efforts to maintain the stability of the individual market, which
will almost certainly reduce premiums (and) which will almost certainly
expand coverage.”

 

Colorado’s biggest methane emitter may get a discount - High Country News 
In western Colorado’s North Fork Valley sits the state’s single largest emitter
of methane, a potent greenhouse gas. The West Elk coal mine spews enough
methane each year to equal the greenhouse gas pollution of about 90,000
cars, according to government data. For several years, environmental groups
and local communities have sought to have the mine’s owner, Arch Coal,
capture that methane to use as fuel instead of sending it into the
atmosphere.

Now, as Arch Coal struggles to survive in a declining coal market, it’s asking
the federal government to reduce the royalties it pays on some of the coal it
extracts. And that could provide a leverage point to finally get the mine to
capture its methane. At least that’s the hope of Colorado Gov. John
Hickenlooper and some local officials, who want to make methane capture a
condition of the royalty cut.
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Undocumented Immigrant Pleads For Pardon - CBS Local 
DENVER (CBS4) – Local leaders are rallying behind a mother, also an
undocumented immigrant, and asking Gov. John Hickenlooper for a pardon. 

Ingrid Latorre, an undocumented immigrant from Peru, was arrested in 2010
on charges of using false documents. She later pleaded guilty under the
advice of her attorney, without knowing that the crime would affect her
immigration status.

 
ECONOMY

Henderson Mine in Clear Creek County resuming operations, which could delay
closure by 6 years - Denver Post 
Clear Creek County’s Henderson Mine is resuming operations after a sustained
decline in the molybdenum market suspended mine development last year.

Citing an uptick in the moly market — currently priced around $8.30 a pound,
up from less than $5 a pound last year — Henderson owner Freeport-McMoRan
on Wednesday announced it will resume mining in a dormant area, add
employees and extend the mine’s life to 2026 from the expected deadline of
2020. The news follows two rounds of layoffs in 2015 that saw the mine
reduce its workforce by 210 positions.

 

Plans make it official: Ikea moves forward with Broomfield store, its second in
Colorado - Denver Post

 

How much do you need to earn to buy a typical house in Denver? At least
$81,349, says report - Denver Post

 

Boulder’s NCAR announces job cuts, program reductions - Denver Post

 
EDUCATION

More Denver schools offer students an affordable jump on college - Colorado
Politics

 

Colorado conservatives push Republican gubernatorial candidates on
education policy - Denver Post
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School Districts Across Colorado Shift From College Prep to Career Prep -
Westword

 
ENERGY

Regulators set “path forward” for Boulder, but will deny much of electric utility
plan - Denver Post 
The Public Utilities Commission deliberated Wednesday in Boulder’s electric
utility case, and stopped just shy of outright denying the city’s application to
acquire Xcel Energy assets in the interest of operating a separate, city-run
electric utility.

In a four-hour proceeding that followed a nine-day trial earlier this summer,
the three-member commission instead decided to give a conditional and only
partial approval to Boulder’s list of proposed assets to be transferred.

But the commission declined to approve the city’s separation plan, which laid
out the “how” behind the desired divorce: Who does the detailed design
drawings? Who conducts the engineering work behind the separation,
including construction of new infrastructure? And who pays for it all?

 
ENVIRONMENT

Wildfire burning in Waterton Canyon a threat to watershed that supplies 80
percent of the drinking water to Denver residents - Denver Post 
Waterton Canyon will be closed to the public Friday as firefighters battle a
wildfire on a ridge above Strontia Springs Reservoir. 

The Waterton fire grew to about 6 acres Thursday night at dusk, according to
the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office.

The fire is burning through a watershed that supplies 80 percent of the
drinking water to Denver residents, according to a Pike National Forest news
release.

 

Firefighters in Colorado Springs battle smokey storage unit blaze - Denver Post

 

Longmont councilwoman floats idea for prairie dog village on city land - Denver
Post
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Colorado Parks and Wildlife talks financial future in Steamboat, Sept. 6 - Vail
Daily

 
FEDERAL

Denver Democrats book Paul Ryan challenger Randy ‘Iron Stache’ Bryce for
annual dinner - Colorado Politics

 

Nancy Pelosi in Denver encourages women to run for elected office - Colorado
Politics

 

17,000 young Colorado immigrants wait and worry for Trump’s looming
decision on DACA - Denver Post

 

CU calls for all hands on deck as it prepares for possible termination of DACA
program - Denver Post 
BOULDER — As rumors of a shutdown for a program intended to protect young
immigrants from deportation swirl around Washington, D.C., the University of
Colorado is calling for all hands on deck to defend its immigrant students.

President Donald Trump ran on a promise to undo the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program, which provides legal presence for young,
unauthorized immigrants who were brought to the United States as children.

 

Denver Public Schools says ending DACA would have “catastrophic” effect -
Denver Post

 
HEALTHCARE

Colorado obesity rate among fastest growing in nation - Denver Channel

 

Hepatitis A Cases Increasing In Colorado - CBS Local

 
HUMAN SERVICES

Rug store flap weaves an ethics tapestry between Glendale and state
watchdogs - Colorado Politics
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Denver joins legal effort to block Trump administration from withholding grants
over immigration policy - Denver Post

 

“We do not do the work of ICE,” Denver police chief says as immigration
ordinance is signed into law - Denver Post 
Denver’s new immigration measures aim to resist federal enforcement in
several ways, but Denver Police Chief Robert White summarized them bluntly
at signing ceremony Thursday. 

“We do not do the work of ICE,” he said, referring to U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement in a comment that prompted wild applause inside
Denver’s city hall from the immigrants, advocates and city officials who filled
the room.

Minutes later, Mayor Michael Hancock sat down at a table and put his pen —
actually 10 pens, in succession — to a new immigration ordinance, with City
Council sponsors Paul López and Robin Kniech at his side. He then signed a
companion executive order, which directs city agencies to coordinate on
additional help for immigrants living in the country illegally and set up a
donation-based legal defense fund for people facing deportation proceedings.

 
JUDICIAL

Ingrid Encalada Latorre, who claimed sanctuary in a Denver church, loses legal
bid to overturn conviction - Denver Post

 

Federal jury gets insider trading case against former Colorado oilman Roger
Parker - Denver Post 
A federal jury began deliberations Thursday on whether former Colorado
oilman Roger Parker committed illegal insider trading a decade ago when he
told two of his closest friends that billionaire Kirk Kerkorian was about to buy
a huge stake in Parker’s company.

The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission sued Parker in 2012, alleging he
and buddies Michael Van Gilder and Scott Reiman illegally profited years
earlier on the insider information that Kerkorian’s Tracinda Corp. was putting
up $684 million for a 35-percent stake in Denver-based Delta Petroleum.
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Judge Finds Colorado Sex Offender Registry Unconstitutional - CBS Denver

 
CORRECTIONS

Former Peterson Air Force base security sergeant convicted of video-recording
rape gets long prison term - Denver Post

 

22-year-old man sought in Amber Alert abduction of Commerce City mother
and toddler - Denver Post

 

Denver police arrest two in attack on South High School student - Denver Post

 

Fourth “sexually violent predator” moves into Boulder homeless shelter -
Denver Post

 
LEGISLATURE

Sen. Leroy Garcia named DAV’s Colorado legislator of the year - Colorado
Politics

 

VICE profiles Texas law that cracks down on sanctuary cities, similar to
Colorado proposals - Colorado Politics

 

Divided Yet Productive: How Colorado Had a Gridlock-Free Year - Governing

 

Lawmaker From Firestone To Push For Oil & Gas Pipeline Mapping - CBS
Local

 
LOCAL AFFAIRS

Denver Metro Chamber makes history next Wednesday, tickets are still on sale
- Denver Post

 
MARIJUANA

Tiny Colorado town has a weed store for every 170 people - The Cannabist
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Learn from Colorado’s mistakes, says former cannabis czar - The Cannabist 
If he had to do it all over again, Colorado’s former marijuana czar would
approach cannabis legalization by gathering loads more data, taking a
calculated approach to edibles and including an even greater cohort of public
health voices.

Andrew Freedman, now a consultant for states and cities trying to develop
cannabis regulations, delivered the closing keynote speech Wednesday at the
National Cannabis Summit, a three-day conference to explore best practices
on approaching topics such as public health, safety, research, prevention and
treatment efforts.

 
REGULATORY

Fate of Lakewood proposal to restrict housing growth could become clear in
next few weeks - Denver Post

 
TECHNOLOGY

A look at the new $350M Lockheed facility coming to Colorado - 9 News

 

Gardner: State could lead in cybersecurity - Colorado Springs Gazette

 
#COLORADOPROUD

Construction crew that found Thornton’s triceratops fossils considered “heroes”
- Denver Post

 

‘Take Note Colorado’ Gets Nod From ‘The Fray’ Frontman - CBS Local
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

  
  
Lawmakers laud the Colorado State Fair, but tax support grows thin - Colorado
Politics 
  
State lawmakers were out in force at the Colorado State Fair in Pueblo Friday
night. 
  
The celebration of Colorado’s farming, ranching and funnel cakes started
Friday and runs thorugh Sept. 4. After the rodeo Friday night, Joe Diffie sang,
“If the Devil Danced in Empty Pants.” 
  
If the devil got tired of dancing, there was plenty room to sit down on the
fair’s opening night. Crowds were light. 
  
The fair is perpetually underfunded and can’t seem to attract crowds big
enough to sustain itself in Pueblo without taxpayers’ support. 
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Governor, PBR champions at Riverwalk expansion groundbreaking - Pueblo
Chieftain 
Former President of Mexico to be part of Denver forum on Global Trade -
KMGH 
  
 

ATTORNEY GENERAL COFFMAN
  
  
Colorado AG charges Silt cop with insurance fraud, theft - Glenwood Springs
Post-Independent 
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
Firm: Scott threatened to use his elected position - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
State Sen. Ray Scott is embroiled in a legal battle that pits allegations the
lawmaker was run out of the fireplace sales business against claims he
consistently was late in making payments, accepted money from customers
but delayed placing their orders and threatened to use his elected position
against the fireplace manufacturer. 
  
In a lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court in Denver last year, the Grand Junction
Republican alleges Montigo Del Ray Corp., the fireplace company for which
his Grand Junction-based business, Gas Products Corp., was the sole
manufacturer’s representative, unfairly ended its relationship with him and
gave its exclusive distributorship to the second company named in the
lawsuit, California-based BTU Marketing LLC. 
  
Scott filed his lawsuit after Montigo made several attempts to collect
payments it claims Scott’s company owed. Not long after those collection
attempts, Scott sent an email threatening to use his position in the
Legislature against the manufacturer. 
  
“I would think that someone who could protect your interest in this market
and who serves on the energy commission would be a huge benefit, or I guess
could be a huge problem under the right circumstances,” Scott wrote to
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Montigo executive Scott Baron in September 2012, a month after his
distributor contract was terminated. “Wow. Now politics enters the picture,
didn’t expect that one.” 
  
 

AGRICULTURE
  
  
State Fair off and running for its first weekend - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
The Colorado State Fair officially kicked off its 11-day run Friday, as
thousands passed through the gates to enjoy shows, free attractions, food,
carnival rides and all of the other entertainment options the expo provides. 
  
Some of the first visitors to this year's Fair were busy in the early afternoon
taking in the free Sea Lion Splash show and watching Snap Boogie, hip-hop
dancer of America's-Got-Talent-fame, on the Coke Stage. 
  
The first night of the Fair was highlighted by comedian Gabriel Iglesias
making people laugh at the Southwest Motors Events Center and the PRCA
Ram Rodeo at the Budweiser Rodeo Arena, which was followed by a
performance by country music star Joe Diffie. Attendance at the Iglesias show
was 6,599; 12,400 people attended the rodeo and the Diffie concert. 
  
Other notable events that took place at the Fair Friday included the
Legislative Barbecue and the Colorado Farm Bureau Governor's Beef Show. 
  
 

#COLORADOPROUD
  
  
Artist Douwe Blumberg unveils centerpiece memorial for the victims of the
Aurora theater shooting - Denver Post 
  
Five years after uniting in sorrow, the city of Aurora gathered Saturday to see
a vision of the future. 
  
Douwe Blumberg, of Lexington, Ky., unveiled his design for the avian-themed
memorial for the victims of the 2012 Aurora theater shooting. It will be the
centerpiece of the Reflection Memorial Garden, which sits across the road
from the scene of the massacre. 
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The piece will consist of 83 cranes, each 4 1/2 feet tall. Thirteen in the
center will be made of clear acrylic so that light will shine through as
representations of those who lost their lives. Each bird will include a
cannister containing tokens of remembrance from that victim’s family. 
  
The surrounding 70 birds, representing the injured, flock toward the sky. 
  
  
Officials to unveil highway sign memorializing the life of Trooper Taylor Thyfault
- Longmont Times-Call 
9 historical facts about Colorado Springs you probably didn't know - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
Local experts weigh whether Coloradans have an accent - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
Denver's redevelopment success could be a blueprint for Colorado Springs'
southwest downtown - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
Denver didn't invent downtown redevelopment. 
  
But the revival of its LoDo area over roughly 30 years and the more recent
construction surge around Union Station and in Denver's RiNo district serve as
textbook examples of how a city can help inject life into dormant portions of
its central business district. 
  
Now, as Colorado Springs officials and private developers embark on another
attempt to revitalize the city's southwest downtown, real estate experts and
urban planners say there could be lessons to learn and strategies to employ
from Denver's redevelopment efforts. 
  
"There's a lot to learn from all cities, because all cities have the same thing,"
said John Olson, a Springs resident and director of urban design and
landscape architecture for Denver-based Altitude Land Consultants. "We all
have people. We all have cars. We all have economies. That's always an
emphasis to make the economy as good as it can be in all places. There's a lot
to be learned." 
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EDUCATION
  
  
Little: School funding isn’t a partisan issue — it’s an economic one - Grand
Junction Sentinel 
  
Last March I wrote a letter to the Sentinel commenting on the state of
District 51 schools and the consequences for our students, our business, and
our community. 
  
I will restate part of what I wrote. We moved here about three-and-a-half
years ago from Johnson County, Kansas, a Kansas suburb of Kansas City,
Missouri. There are multiple towns and school districts within Johnson
County. Most districts most have excellent reputations, outstanding facilities
and diverse educational paths for the students. Economic growth, jobs, new
building starts and housing values there all reflect the desire of the residents
to live where there are quality schools and education. 
  
While Kansas City, Missouri (which is adjacent to Johnson County, Kansas) has
struggled with their school system and slowing growth, suburbs making the
right investments have flourished. What I want to emphasize here is that
economic growth, new construction, housing values and jobs were the result
in a major way to the excellent schools drawing families and business to the
area. On the Missouri side parents have had to place their kids in private
schools to assure a quality education. 
  
  
Weld County schools respond to national lunch shaming controversy - Greeley
Tribune 
Editorial: D60 test scores dismal - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
  
Mottet: Writing the next chapter at CSU-Pueblo - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
Every fall, new cohorts of students arrive on university campuses, with the
advantage of a fresh perspective. This year, I was one of the newbies as I
began my role as president of Colorado State University-Pueblo. 
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Like many students in this region, I have an agricultural background. I grew
up on a farm in southeast Iowa, in a family that raised hogs, corn and
soybeans. My spouse, Rick Gonzalez, also grew up in the farm environment as
a migrant farm worker, travelling with his family across the country to pick
crops like cantaloupe, tomatoes and cucumbers. 
  
We come to an institution with its own story, from its founding as a two-year
junior college in 1933 through a location change and several name changes --
the latest just 14 years ago, to better reflect its role as part of the Colorado
State University System. CSU-Pueblo has endured employee layoffs, financial
struggles, leadership turnover and declining enrollment. But we have had
successes that balance our challenges. We celebrate our national designation
as a Hispanic Serving Institution, our 2014 NCAA Division II national football
championship and the establishment of the nation's first state-funded
cannabis research institute at a regional comprehensive institution. 
  
 

JUDICIAL
  
  
Task force to study more jail releases on personal recognizance - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
Amid crowding issues at the El Paso County jail and at other jails across
Colorado, the Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice appointed a
second task force in June to study reforming pretrial release - which might be
one statewide key to helping ease jammed jails. 
  
The study group is to address how inmates are held before conviction and to
try learn why the first task force's recommendation to judges - to "discourage
the use of financial bond for pretrial detainees and reduce the use of bonding
schedules" - hasn't been widely implemented. 
  
El Paso County, for example, still uses a traditional bond schedule that sets a
monetary value for bail based on the severity of the crime. 
  
The problem with that system, in the commission's view, is that it favors
those with money without improving public safety. All jail exit doors have toll
booths. Those charged with violent crimes who have access to cash can still
pay their way out, whether they're a danger to the public or not. The flip-side

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=18704060fe&e=1398fbf492


is some misdemeanor offenders could sit in jail for months on bail amounts as
low as $100 because they can't pay. 
  
 

LOCAL AFFAIRS
  
  
Real estate boom turns up heat on Leadville — “the last frontier mountain town”
- Denver Post 
  
 

MARIJUANA
  
  
Pot perplexes laws on DUI - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
Many states that are considering passing or have recently passed laws
legalizing marijuana are looking to Colorado — one of the nation’s first
legalizers — for guidance. 
  
One of the things they’re asking is how Colorado is managing cannabis-
impaired driving now that pot is legal, and the answer seems to be: Not very
well. 
  
Colorado has established a legal driving limit of 5 nanograms of THC, the
chemical in cannabis that is responsible for psychoactive impairment, per
milliliter of blood sampled. In other words, this 5 ng/mL level of THC is
equivalent to the 0.08 percent blood-alcohol concentration driving limit. 
  
But research about the effects of THC on people’s driving and operational
abilities is without consensus. Some researchers think Colorado’s limit is far
too low, and some think the limit is far too high. 
  
  
MARIJUANA MUDDIES DUI TESTING - Grand Junction Sentinel 
First "hemp" cafe now open in Colorado Springs - KRDO 
  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES
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Neighborhoods Worry About Living Amid Oil And Gas Development - NPR 
  
In Northern Colorado, there are growing concerns in neighborhoods and
communities about oil and gas wells sitting too close to their homes and
schools. Last Spring, the danger became clearer when a home exploded in
Firestone, Colo., killing two people, after a small pipeline connected to a
well began leaking odorless gas into the basement. 
  
"We used to be worried about asthma and cancers and ruining our water. Now
we're also worried about our houses blowing up," said Barbara Mills-Bria, of
Lakewood, Colo., during a recent public meeting with oil and gas regulators
in Denver. 
  
Some community members support oil and gas development, others want
drilling banned entirely. Many just want it kept away, at a safe distance. 
  
Currently, minimum allowed distances – called setback – aren't entirely based
on math and science. They are usually a compromise between competing
interests. 
  
 

OF NOTE
  
  
Confederate-themed mascot at Weld Central High School stirs up controversy -
Greeley Tribune 
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  
  
Colorado emergency units await orders to deploy to Texas in wake of Hurricane
Harvey - KMGH 
With only four officers, Nederland Marshal's Office struggles to keep staff -
Daily Camera 
Negotiations between Boulder Rural Fire Protection District, Boulder Fire
Rescue underway - Daily Camera 
ICE confirms 14 immigrant arrests in Garfield, Eagle counties - Glenwood
Springs Post-Independent 
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REGULATORY
  
  
Christ-Janer: Why Boulder's muni may actually be impossible - Daily Camera 
  
There are scores of well-meaning endeavors one might imagine which may be
permissible by law, yet are virtually impossible in reality. Take the funding,
permitting, property condemnation and sheer physical challenges of, say,
building a brand new interstate highway from Denver to Aspen and beyond:
utterly daunting. Further, there are activities which are also perfectly legal,
yet impossible in a more absolute sense — think of climbing all of Colorado's
fourteeners in one afternoon. 
  
As a renewable energy advocate, for the last six years I have theorized that
Boulder's attempt to municipalize its electric grid due to admirable clean-
energy goals fell into the former, "virtually" impossible category. Recently,
however, I have begun to consider that it may be quite literally impossible.
Let me explain. 
  
No formal stakeholder to Boulder's effort, whether PUC staff or attorneys for
IBM, seems to be arguing that municipalization is not allowed by law, despite
filings in the relevant PUC docket which paint an increasingly complex
quagmire of issues to resolve. Not the least of these is the highly-
controversial joint-use of poles wending a shocking 30 miles or so through the
city, many of which would need to be replaced with towering, 55-foot-high
poles — ironically coinciding with Boulder's building height limit. Even
suggestions that the parties be forced to work together on engineering
acknowledges implicitly that Boulder's third application is inadequate, and
staff has suggested that it will take 12 to 18 months' delay to get the plans
right, not including any appeals. 
  
And that's only the "plan." 
  
 

TRANSPORTATION
  
  
More Denver suburbs ferry residents to light rail, but Golden may be thwarted
by RTD cuts - Denver Post 
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER
  
Hickenlooper announces recommendations for oil and gas drilling – Aspen
Public Radio 
Gov. John Hickenlooper has unveiled new recommendations related to oil and
gas drilling in the wake of a fatal home explosion that killed two men.
However, the measures aren’t enough for some. 
  
The explosion happened in mid-April in Firestone, which is about 30 miles
north of Denver. The home was 200 feet from an active oil and gas well. Gov.
Hickenlooper is proposing expanding an existing program that would allow
homeowners to track oil and gas pipeline under their property. 
  
“They’re an improvement. It’s better than what we have now so it’s going in
the right direction. They still fall short of the transparency that a lot of
people want though,” said Democratic Rep. Mike Foote of Lafayette. 
  
He said he’d prefer an online state map that anyone in the public could use
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to check for flow lines. The Governor said an online map would have security
concerns. Hickenlooper also wants to set up a fund to plug abandoned wells
and provide in home methane monitors. 
  
Where’s the Colorado solution for mine gas? – Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
Colorado bucked acceptance of a federal roadless rule on National Forest
land in large part to ensure that coal mines would be able to expand,
preserving mining jobs in the process. 
  
The North Fork coal mining exception was included in the state’s petitions for
rulemaking to give the state some flexibility that the 2001 rule wouldn’t
allow. Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper’s administration has supported the
exemption as part of its mantra of balancing environmental impacts with
economic benefits — especially for a beleaguered area of the state. 
  
Colorado responds to Firestone gasline explosion with advanced safety
guidelines – Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
Guv calls for rules change on fuel wells – Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
  
Health Insurance Reform Plans from Kasich and Colorado Governor May
Come Soon - WKSU 
For months, Republican Gov. John Kasich has been talking about his work
with Democratic Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper on health insurance
reform. A proposal from the governors may be close, but it won’t touch one
of the most expensive and controversial points of the federal health care law. 
  
The governors say their focus is just on stabilizing the insurance markets,
which they think is the first step toward a bigger fix of the Affordable Care
Act. And Kasich told Colorado Public Radio they’re not dealing with one huge
cost issue that he and Hickenlooper agree needs to stay. 
  
“We’re not even talking about Medicaid at this point because that’s part of
Medicaid expansion. But we’re not going to go there now. That should come
later as part of an overall entitlement reform package,” he said. 
  
Bipartisan group of governors to testify before Senate Health Committee on
health care reform – Washington Times 
The Senate Health Committee will hear from five governors — three
Republicans and two Democrats — when it convenes a hearing on
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Obamacare’s wobbly insurance markets next month, the panel announced
Wednesday. 
  
Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander, Tennessee Republican, said the Sept.
7 panel will include his home state’s GOP governor, Bill Haslam. 
  
Rounding out the witness list are Democratic governors John W. Hickenlooper
of Colorado and Steve Bullock of Montana and Republican governors Charlie
Baker of Massachusetts and Gary Herbert of Utah. 
  
Already, Mr. Hickenlooper is working on bipartisan Obamacare reforms with
Republican Gov. John Kasich, a Republican. 
  
Hickenlooper to testify on Obamacare before U.S. Senate panel – Denver
Business Journal 
  
Govs. John Hickenlooper, John Kasich creating Obamacare rescue package –
Colorado Politics 
  
5 Governors To Testify At Hearing On Stabilizing Premiums In The Individual
Market – The Chattanoogan 
  
Baker To Testify On Obamacare Before Senate Committee - WBUR 
  
Government shutdown could impact Colorado – Denver Channel 7 
Amid a threat of a government shutdown by President Trump, it’s clear such
a move would have an impact on Colorado’s workforce. 
  
The threat by the president came during a searing speech during a rally in
Phoenix, Ariz., in which he blamed the media for worldwide condemnation to
his response following the events in Charlottesville, Va., as well as some
Republicans for not passing repeal and replace legislation for Obamacare. 
  
“The notion of shutting down the federal government when policy decisions
don’t go one’s way is inconceivable. We will be prepared should there be any
kind of temporary shutdown that harms Colorado citizens or impacts critical
services,” said Colorado governor John Hickenlooper. 
 

ATTORNEY GENERAL
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Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman urges changes in federal law to
prosecute human trafficking – Colorado Politics 
Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman is joining an effort to amend
federal laws to empower state and local authorities to prosecute child sex
traffickers. 
  
A letter sent last week by 49 state attorneys general to Congress urged
federal lawmakers to change the Communications Decency Act, primarily to
clarify the power of local authorities to prosecute online sex trafficking. 
  
“Human traffickers are some of the worst of the worst criminals in our
society,” Coffman said in a statement. “As Attorney General, it is my job to
ensure that we have laws in place that can put these vile perpetrators in
prison, where they belong.” 
 

EDUCATION
  
Colorado education officials hope these three ideas will reverse the state
teacher shortage – Chalkbeat Colorado 
Colorado education leaders are zeroing in on three broad ways to curb the
state’s teacher shortage: increasing compensation, improving preparation and
training, and “lifting the profession.” 
  
While specific strategies are still being fleshed out, those three themes were
highlighted Wednesday at a press conference held by Katy Anthes, the state’s
education commissioner, and Kim Hunter Reed, the executive director of the
department of higher education. 
  
Most Colorado school districts have updated their anti-bullying policies for
LGBT students. Here’s why some have not. – Chalkbeat Colorado 
hile many Colorado school districts have adopted explicit policies against
bullying of gay and transgender students, some say singling out populations is
not necessary to create a safe environment for marginalized students. 
  
According to a report released Wednesday by One Colorado, the state’s
largest gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender advocacy group, 82 percent of
school districts statewide have revised their anti-bullying policies since 2011.
That’s up from 37 percent in 2012, when the organization first examined
school district policies. 
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One Colorado report finds progress but more to be done on bullying in schools
– Colorado Politics 
  
No 'magic bullet' for solving Colorado's teacher shortage, education officials say
– Durango Herald 
  
Brighton School District 27J considers $12 million mill levy increase for Nov.
ballot – Denver Post 
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
  
Fed-up Colorado towns fight oil and gas ops by making new rules, but industry
is ready to fight back – Denver Post 
Colorado residents fed up with what they see as the state’s failure to protect
people and the environment are fighting fossil-fuel development inside their
towns by making new rules requiring odor control, bigger setbacks and
company disclosure of underground oil and gas flowlines. 
  
But the industry and state government are ready to fight back. 
  
An odor-control measure in Erie, letting police hit companies with tickets for
foul fumes, takes effect next week. 
  
Broomfield council sets oil, gas ballot item that could codify "health and safety"
in charter – Broomfield News 
A ballot item this November will include adding language to Broomfield's
Home Rule Charter concerning oil and gas development. 
  
Supporters see the amendment as giving Broomfield more control over local
oil and gas decisions. 
  
Broomfield resident John Varn, who helped circulate the petition, said he
sees the amendment as giving Broomfield the ability to "quickly react to
dangerous situations" that may not affect the state as a whole. 
  
"We're telling our local government the parameters by which we want to
make decisions around oil and gas development," Varn said. 
  
Oil and Gas Pipeline Plan Falls Short, Colorado Lawmakers Say – Bloomberg
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BNA 
  
Exxon misled the public on climate change, study says – Denver Business
Journal (Full article below) 
 

FEDERAL
  
Interior Dept. agencies could move West, high-level official says in Denver –
Denver Business Journal (Full article below) 
Senior officials at the U.S. Department of the Interior are “actively looking”
at moving "some" of its agencies out of Washington, D.C., to the western
states so that Interior officials are closer to the work and the land they
oversee, a senior Interior official said Wednesday in Denver. 
  
James Cason, associate deputy secretary at Interior, specifically mentioned
two Interior units that oversee vast acreage in the West — the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) — as two agencies
under consideration for a move west. 
  
Bennet says Trump should finance water projects alongside roads, broadband
– Colorado Politics 
  
THE DOWNLOAD: On social media, some Gardner critics impressed by his
Charlottesville rhetoric – Colorado Politics 
  
Opioid abuse, cancer cures for kids brings FDA commissioner to Colorado –
Colorado Politics 
  
Superfund work group meets for the first time in Durango – Durango Herald 
  
Groups make last-minute push to save national monument areas – Durango
Herald 
  
Trump team goes to bat for NRA-backed bill by stifling Park Service concerns –
Denver Post 
  
Colorado’s Lamborn, Gardner keep focus on North Korea’s missile threat –
Colorado Politics 
 

HEALTH
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To Keep Kids From Dodging Veggies, Colorado Wants To Hook ‘Em Young -
CPR 
In a typical preschool, you’re already likely to see signs of one of the state’s
biggest health challenges: obesity. One in five Colorado children on average,
ages two to four, are obese, according to the 2016 Kids Count. 
  
In the lunchroom at #1 Child Enrichment Center in Greeley though, their
children already seem understand what’s good for them. They declare their
enthusiasm for food choices other kids resist. “I like green beans!” one child
announces. “We’re eating apple!” says another. 
 

HUMAN SERVICES
  
Bicha’s efficiency program C-Stat gets national attention – Colorado Politics 
Colorado Politics told you in July and now other news sources are taking the
word nationwide: C-Stat program is a model that government could learn
from. 
  
Reggie Bicha pragmatic’s way of taking on problems at the Department of
Human Services is more like a brain bowl for bureaucrats than a bureaucracy.
His senior staff and others meet once a week for a lightning round of updates
on pending solutions and group-sourcing over new problems for ideas across
several departments. Everything is measured against data, not egos. 
  
Child abuse calls to Colorado hotline lag in summer months – Denver Post 
Calls to Colorado’s statewide child abuse hotline are up again this year, but
child welfare officials have noticed an alarming trend: abuse and neglect is
under-reported when teachers don’t have “eyes on kids.” 
  
Call data from the hotline’s first two-and-a-half years shows a significant dip
in calls from June to August, when kids are out of school for the summer. 
  
Reports of suspected abuse or neglect fell 20 percent in summer 2016 and 21
percent this summer, a difference of about 2,500 calls per month. The
hotline receives a spike in calls — presumably from teachers — just before
school lets out in May and again when school resumes in the fall. 
  
During the school year, more than 10 percent of calls to the hotline are from
teachers and other school staff, compared to 1.4 percent in the summer,
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according to the Colorado Department of Human Services. 
 

JUDICIAL
  
Error exposed names, social security numbers of Colorado jurors – 9 News 
Information about jurors in Colorado was just out there, on the internet, for
almost a year, until someone in Alaska pointed it out to the State Court
Administrator's Office. 
  
Through an internet search, that person discovered information from four of
65 sample lists of potential jurors in Colorado. Names, social security
numbers and dates of birth are a part of the files, which are stored on the
Judicial Department’s internal website. 
  
Colorado rapists are avoiding prison sentences because of a bad law – Denver
Post 
 

LOCAL AFFAIRS
  
Historic downtown Denver building to become affordable housing for seniors –
Denver Post 
A 1930s art-deco building that originally was a dormitory for nurses will
reopen in 2019 as affordable apartment housing for seniors priced out of their
downtown Denver neighborhood. 
  
Tammen Hall, an eight-story, blond-brick beauty with gargoyles, terrazzo
floors, a marble fireplace and vaulted ceilings in its grand entryway, will have
49 one- and two-bedroom apartments for people who are at least 62 and
qualify based on income. 
  
On East Colfax, the city plans to buy a closed strip club for $1.3 million.
Affordable housing could rise in its place. – Denver Post 
 

MARIJUANA
  
Social use marijuana clubs will soon be legal in Denver, but how many will
open? - Cannabist 
Colorado’s largest city is on the brink of licensing some of the nation’s first
legal marijuana clubs. 
  
But Denver’s elaborate hurdles for potential weed-friendly coffee shops and
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gathering places may mean the city gets few takers for the new licenses. 
  
Denver voters approved bring-your-own-pot clubs in a ballot measure last
year after city officials’ dragged their feet on calls to give legal pot smokers a
place to use the drug. The city plans to start accepting applications by the
end of the month. 
  
“There are plenty of places where you can consume alcohol. Let’s give
people a place to go to consume marijuana,” said Jordan Person, head of
Denver NORML, which advocates for pot-friendly public policy. 
  
Denver’s Cannabis Clubs Will Be a Weak Scene – Merry Jane 
  
Medical marijuana states cautiously optimistic Congress will resist Sessions -
Cannabist 
  
Congressmen query Sessions over reported cannabis research obstruction -
Cannabist 
 

OF NOTE
  
Soldier dies while training in Colorado; no details released - Coloradoan 
An Army post in Colorado says a soldier has died in a training accident, but no
details have been released at this time. 
  
Officials at Fort Carson say the soldier died at about 2:30 a.m. Wednesday. 
  
Fort Carson spokeswoman Dani Johnson says the soldier's name and specifics
of the accident won't be released until the soldier's family members have
been identified. 
  
Fort Carson is home to infantry, armored and helicopter units. It also has an
airborne Special Forces group and multiple support units including medical,
transportation, engineering, civil affairs and military police. 
  
The post is just outside Colorado Springs. 
  
Hundreds Of Homes At Risk After Questionable HVAC Work – CBS 4 
The Colorado Attorney General’s office has been investigating Mile High
Heating and Cooling LLC for two years, and last week a Denver judge issued a
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temporary restraining order against the company, its owners Kevin Dykman
and Kasey Dykman and their Colorado Springs subsidiary Pikes Peak Heating
and Cooling. 
  
People’s Grand Jury, which threatened dozens of elected officials, was spurred
to action by disbelief about legitimacy of U.S. government – Denver Post 
  
Organics enjoy strong demand in Colorado - Packer 
  
Colorado Brewers Guild Brings Back Hop the Vote During the Great American
Beer Fest - BrewBound 
  
New judge to tackle Robert Dear's case in Planned Parenthood shootings –
Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
Denver Post, ex-advertising execs settle trade-secrets lawsuit – Denver
Business Journal 
  
Denver Holocaust Survivor 'Angry' With Trump Over Charlottesville Comments
- CPR 
  
Contrarians in Trump Country: Liberal Manitou Springs copes with a decidedly
conservative presidency – Colorado Politics 
  
Denver mayor trashes audit critical of city planning department – Colorado
Politics 
  
How Dave Chappelle introduced a cellphone-bagging program to Denver
schools – Denver Public Schools 
  
State’s largest environmental group sets sights on Aurora City Council election
– Colorado Politics 
  
Fearing Trump effect, US governors seek to reassure foreign investors –
Denver Business Journal (Full article below) 
  
EBT/Quest card outage coming Saturday-Sunday – Grand Junction Daily
Sentinel 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH
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What lies ahead in EPA's lawsuit against Colorado Springs? – Colorado
Springs Independent 
In this week's Independent, we take a closer look at the lawsuit filed by the
Environmental Protection Agency and the state against Colorado Springs over
its neglect of stormwater facilities. ("Burden of proof," News, Aug. 23, 2017) 
  
This is important in light of the City Council's vote on Aug. 22 to refer a
measure to voters at the Nov. 7 election that would impose fees to handle
drainage projects. Residents would pay $5 a month, whether they live in a
palatial mansion or a studio apartment. All other property owners would pay
$30 an acre, except for certain tracts larger than five acres that have a lot of
grass or vegetative coverings, such as golf courses (think The Broadmoor) and
grassy athletic fields. Those acreages will be assigned fees by the stormwater
manager. 
 

TRANSPORTATION
  
To thwart DUIs in Colorado, CDOT’s handing out personal breathalyzers –
Denver Post 
Nearly one-third of all fatal crashes in Colorado involve an alcohol-impaired
driver, according to the Colorado Department of Transportation. 
  
Last year, law enforcement officers across the state cited more than 21,000
drivers on suspicion of driving under the influence. Nearly 40 percent of those
drivers already had at least one DUI citation. 
  
To reduce the number of impaired drivers, CDOT and BACtrack, a personal
breathalyzer company, are teaming up. The initiative is called “Before You
Go, Know,” a first-of-its-kind, six-week campaign, in which pocket-sized
breathalyzers are handed out as safety devices to Colorado drivers who have
already been convicted of driving under the influence. 
  
“You have a speedometer in your car to prevent you from speeding. Why
wouldn’t you have something on your person to prevent you from drinking
and driving?” said Sam Cole, safety communications manager at CDOT. 
  
Traffic on I-70 through the mountains will keep getting worse as fixes await
funding, CDOT says – Denver Post 
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Cycling fatalities are going up by about 55 deaths per year, according to latest
report – Denver Post 
 

2018 ELECTION
  
Unified against Trump, the country’s would-be Democratic governors are
divided on education – Chalkbeat National 
In John Hickenlooper, Democratic advocates of charter schools have had a
staunch ally in the Denver statehouse. They’re hoping to keep it that way, as
Hickenlooper exits and a number of prominent Democrats, all with extensive
education backgrounds, vie to replace him. 
  
The field includes two long-time supporters of charter schools. 
  
One is Jared Polis, a congressman who helped start a network of charter
schools (and who once got into a Twitter spat with education reform critic
Diane Ravitch). Then there’s Michael Johnston, a former state senator and
school principal who authored the state’s controversial teacher evaluation
law, which relies heavily on student test scores. Johnston, who spearheaded
a failed statewide ballot initiative to increase school spending, has already
drawn significant support from the education reform world, inside and
outside Colorado. 
  
Tom Tancredo, upset about canceled white nationalist event, weighs another
run for Colorado governor – Denver Post 
  
Perlmutter’s back in the saddle — so just accept it – Colorado Politics 
 

FULL ARTICLES
  
Interior Dept. agencies could move West, high-level official says in Denver –
Denver Business Journal  
Senior officials at the U.S. Department of the Interior are “actively looking”
at moving "some" of its agencies out of Washington, D.C., to the western
states so that Interior officials are closer to the work and the land they
oversee, a senior Interior official said Wednesday in Denver. 
  
James Cason, associate deputy secretary at Interior, specifically mentioned
two Interior units that oversee vast acreage in the West — the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) — as two agencies
under consideration for a move west. 
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Both agencies — and the Interior Department itself — are currently
headquartered in Washington. 
  
Cason spoke Wednesday at the Colorado Oil & Gas Association’s annual Energy
Summit underway this week at the Colorado Convention Center in Denver.
More than 1,000 people are expected to attend the convention, which ends
Thursday. 
  
Cason was interviewed by Gale Norton, who served as Interior secretary from
2001 to 2006 under President George W. Bush. Cason also served under Bush
as associate deputy secretary, the same position he has now, from 2001
through 2009. 
  
Asked about changes sought by the current administration, Cason said that
the relocation of some parts of Interior is under consideration. 
  
“We’re actively looking at moving some of the agencies out of Washington
and into the field,” he said. “It would be helpful to have agencies such as
Fish and Wildlife and BLM moved closer to the work that they actually have to
do and the land that they manage. We’re actively looking at BLM moving out
West, and Fish and Wildlife." 
  
In his Denver appearance, Cason did not specifically mention Denver as a
possible destination for the Interior agencies. However, metro Denver has
been touted for years as a potential headquarters candidate for one or more
Interior agencies or even the entire department. 
  
Denver already has a large contingent of federal employees who work at the
Federal Center in Lakewood, where several agencies have their regional
headquarters. 
  
In a private meeting in July with executives of the U.S. Geological Survey in
the Denver area, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke reportedly said Denver was
under consideration as the headquarters of the BLM, FWS and a third Interior
division, the Bureau of Reclamation, which works on dams and other water
projects, primarily in the West. E&E News, an energy news source, reported
last week on Zinke's comments, drawing on what it said were employee notes
it had obtained. 
  



U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner, R-Colorado, and U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton, a Republican
who represents the Western Slope, southern Colorado and the Pueblo area, in
May introduced legislation in both houses of Congress that would authorize
moving the BLM’s headquarters staff to the West. The legislation states listed
several states as candidates, including Colorado as well as Alaska, Arizona,
California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington
and Wyoming. 
  
And Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper, a Democrat, seemed to support the
idea of moving BLM to the West during a March forum held by the Colorado
Petroleum Association. 
  
In late 2015, during the presidential campaign, former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush,
a Republican candidate, advocated moving the entire Interior Department's
headquarters west, mentioning Denver, Salt Lake City and Reno as possible
sites. 
  
Cason's remarks came ahead of Thursday's deadline for Zinke to present
recommendations to President Donald Trump on whether 21 national
monuments on a review list should be removed from federal protection,
reduced in size or left as is. Most national monuments are administered by
another Interior agency, the National Park Service, while some are overseen
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's U.S. Forest Service. 
  
Trump ordered the review, agreeing with some western local officials that
some recent monument designations were excessive. The review has sparked
an avalanche of complaints from environmentalists, outdoor enthusiast and
outdoor-gear retailers. 
  
Cason, on Wednesday, said repeatedly during his talk at the COGA conference
that Trump's political appointees at Interior have told long-term, staffers at
the department that “it’s a different day and there are different
expectations from the prior eight years under the Obama administration.” 
  
The department also has taken action, “eliminating regulations that were on
the books and very carefully watching the others,” he said. 
  
The BLM’s regulations directing energy companies to look for and fix
equipment leaking methane on federal lands is under review, after a push to
rescind it fell short in May in the U.S. Senate. 



  
Cason said the Interior department also is looking at how royalties are
calculated for minerals produced from federal lands. Royalties are the
landowners share of the revenue from the sale of the minerals. 
  
The current administration wants to look at all the rules put in place under
former President Barack Obama, he said. 
  
“We’re looking at the rules that were put in place by the prior
administration. We’re looking at them to see if we can keep the best part of
the rules to allow you [the oil and gas industry] to operate properly and take
care of the environmental issues we have without creating undue
requirements,” Cason said. 
  
Cason joked that both administrations had an “all of the above” approach to
energy, with major differences. 
  
“The Obama administration talked about wind and solar. Their definition of
“all of the above” was “above the ground,” Cason said. 
  
In the Trump administration, “we’re trying to facilitate the ability to use
coal, gas, oil, nuclear — all of the energy — we’re not trying to pick winners
and losers but to create a level playing field so that the marketplace can sort
out who gains and who loses market share.” 
  
Exxon misled the public on climate change, study says – Denver Business
Journal 
As Exxon Mobil responded to news reports in 2015 that said that the company
had spread doubt about the risks of climate change despite its own extensive
research in the field, it urged the public to “read the documents” for
themselves. 
  
Now two Harvard researchers have done just that, reviewing nearly 200
documents representing Exxon’s research and its public statements and
concluding that the company “misled the public” about climate change even
as its own scientists were recognizing greenhouse-gas emissions as a risk to
the planet. 
  
The Harvard researchers — Naomi Oreskes, a professor of the history of
science whose work has focused on the energy and tobacco industries, and
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Geoffrey Supran, a postdoctoral fellow — published their peer-reviewed
paper in the journal Environmental Research Letters on Wednesday. They also
published their findings in an opinion article in Wednesday’s New York Times. 
  
They found that Exxon’s climate change studies, published from 1977 to 2014,
were in line with the scientific thinking of the time. Some 80 percent of the
company’s research and internal communications acknowledged that climate
change was real and was caused by humans. 
  
But 80 percent of Exxon’s statements to the broader public, which reached a
much larger audience, expressed doubt about climate change. 
  
“We stress that the question is not whether Exxon Mobil ‘suppressed climate
change research,’ but rather how they communicated about it,” Oreskes and
Supran wrote. “Exxon Mobil contributed quietly to the science and loudly to
raising doubts about it.” 
  
A spokesman for Exxon Mobil, Scott Silvestri, dismissed the new study as part
of a long activist campaign against the company, calling the paper
“inaccurate and preposterous.” He said the study represented a shift in
activists’ strategy, away from alleging that the company had suppressed
science and toward “extracting money from our shareholders and attacking
the company’s reputation.” 
  
He cited two examples of so-called advertorial essays that Exxon had placed
in newspapers stating that climate change “may pose” legitimate, long-term
risks. 
  
Supran said that Silvestri’s examples were included in the study. To assess
Exxon’s public statements, the researchers focused on advertorials the
company ran in major newspapers, including The New York Times. 
  
The authors used tools of social science, primarily textual content analysis, to
analyze the documents. Content analysis has been used in the past to
quantify the degree of consensus in the scientific literature on climate
change. 
  
The authors acknowledged that “textual analysis is inherently subjective:
Words have meaning in context.” But they said the overall trends were clear,
and provided 121 pages of supplemental material to allow others to audit



their work. 
  
Oreskes has long been critical of the fossil fuel industry, and has been a
target of Exxon’s criticism in the past. In an interview, she acknowledged
that, given the past work by journalists to uncover the company’s internal
documents, the new conclusions are “not exactly shocking news.” 
  
“We found that they were really good scientists,” Oreskes said, referring to
Exxon’s researchers. “That finding then makes the contrast with the
advertorials that much more notable.” 
  
The current controversy over Exxon Mobil’s research began in 2015 with
articles published by InsideClimate News and The Los Angeles Times that
highlighted the company’s archived papers. The articles pointed out that the
company had incorporated its research into its planning while publicly
questioning the science of climate change and funding groups that denied
serious climate risks. After those articles appeared, activists branded the
company with the hashtag #ExxonKnew. 
  
A number of state attorneys general, beginning with Eric T. Schneiderman of
New York, began investigating the company over whether it misled
shareholders and consumers about the risks of climate change and the effects
on its business. The Securities and Exchange Commission started an
investigation of its own, and Exxon Mobil shareholders have filed lawsuits
claiming that the company misled them about its accounting for risk in light
of what it knew about global warming. 
  
Whether the new paper will have any impact on these cases is unclear, said
Michael B. Gerrard, director of the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law at
Columbia University’s law school. 
  
“The key legal question is whether Exxon had information that was not
available to the public that could have changed investor decisions had they
known it,” he said. “This may have more political significance than legal
significance.” 
  
Exxon Mobil has acknowledged climate change is real since the mid-2000s. 
  
“We support the Paris climate agreement and are members of the Climate
Leadership Council, which advocates for a revenue-neutral carbon tax,”



Silvestri said. 
  
The company stopped funding groups that pushed climate denial in the mid-
2000s, including the Competitive Enterprise Institute and the Heartland
Institute, claiming that their rhetoric had become a “distraction” from the
issues. But Exxon Mobil has taken fire over its continued support for groups
that oppose taking action on climate change, including the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and the American Legislative Exchange Council. 
  
The new research was partly financed by the Rockefeller Family Fund, which
has been active in environmental causes and education. Exxon Mobil has
accused the Rockefellers of being part of a conspiracy against the company.
Lee Wasserman, director of the organization, dismissed those claims. 
  
“In America, civil society organizations coming together to solve major
problems is considered a virtue, not a conspiracy,” he said. 
  
Fearing Trump effect, US governors seek to reassure foreign investors –
Denver Business Journal 
Governors and mayors across the US are mounting a push to reassure foreign
companies they are welcome in the US despite Donald Trump's combative
"America First" rhetoric and his increasingly tense relationship with the
American business community. 
  
The moves, which include initiatives by the US president's fellow Republicans,
come alongside data showing foreign direct investment in the US has held up
under Mr Trump, with the US recording $83.6bn in new inflows in the first
quarter of 2017. Mr Trump has in recent weeks hailed high-profile investment
announcements by companies such as Foxconn and Toyota. 
  
Despite the figures, local officials told the Financial Times they increasingly
feel the need to compensate for Mr Trump, who has brought the most
combative approach to globalisation and imports to the White House in
decades. 
  
"I understand that people outside the United States may have
misunderstandings about what 'Buy American' means. [But] it's not an attack
on people outside of the United States. It's a reminder of what we can do
here in the United States," Chris Sununu, the Republican governor of New
Hampshire, said in an interview. 
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"I'm a firm believer in economic globalisation," Mr Sununu added. "That is
where the 21st century is going to take us." 
  
Mr Sununu earlier this year became the first governor to sign an "open for
investment" pledge aimed at reassuring foreign investors. He has spent a
significant amount of time courting international companies considering
investing in the state, the southern portion of which sits in booming Boston's
commuter belt. 
  
Other Republican governors have signed the investment pledge while openly
fretting about the uncertainty caused by Mr Trump's protectionist threats.
The pledge is part of a campaign mounted by the Organisation for
International Investment, a lobby group for foreign companies operating in
the US. 
  
"Governors are realising they need to step out and provide some certainty to
the global business community," said Nancy McLernon, OFII's president. "The
anti-globalisation rhetoric is problematic for companies trying to understand
where their investment is best welcomed." 
  
Signing the pledge at a L'Oréal factory last month, Asa Hutchinson,
Republican governor of Arkansas, told reporters he wanted to reassure foreign
companies in his state. 
  
"They're nervous about what the future of national policy on trade is going to
be," he said. "Are we going to set up tariffs? Are we going to continue with an
open trading policy and an emphasis on global trade? I continually want to
give that assurance to them, that Arkansas is open for business, that we
welcome foreign investment." 
  
In the Arizona capital of Phoenix, where Mr Trump was rallying his supporters
on Tuesday, local officials have been watching the president's plans to
renegotiate the North American Free Trade Agreement with Canada and
Mexico with concern. They are working extra hard to reassure investors. 
  
Mr Trump's plans for Nafta are undermining their business case for Phoenix,
which relies in part on proximity to Mexico. The city, which is home to 840
foreign-owned companies employing more than 63,000 people, has for more
than a decade marketed itself as a low-cost alternative to California for



companies with supply chains that straddle the border. 
  
"This uncertainty on where we are going in regards to trade policy and Nafta
has put some international investment in a holding pattern," said Chris
Camacho, president and CEO of the Greater Phoenix Economic Council. 
  
But the divisiveness of Trump-era politics concerning foreign investors goes
beyond trade. In North Carolina, a fight last year over a law requiring
transgender people to use bathrooms of their birth sex led to consumer
boycotts and sports tournaments relocating. It also unsettled many foreign
investors in the state, which since the 1980s has built a pro-business
reputation. 
  
Roy Cooper, the Democratic governor who narrowly won last November's
election, oversaw a repeal of the law in March. But North Carolina is still
working to win back business. 
  
"It's important to show the world that episode is behind us and we are open
for business," says Anthony Copeland, North Carolina's secretary of
commerce. "We are anchored in international investment." 
  
Some foreign investors are looking beyond the politics. 
  
Novo Nordisk, the Danish diabetes company, is in the midst of a $2bn
expansion of its operations in North Carolina, building a new 85-acre plant
that will employ 700 local employees. It will be the first facility outside of
Denmark where its new "active pharmaceuticals" will be produced. Morten
Nielsen, the senior vice-president in charge of the project, said the company
was focused on the long-term business case for its investment rather than the
short-term vagaries of politics. 
  
"Our patients, they are here now. They will be here in 10 years and they will
be here in 20 years," he said. "We try not to build our decisions on the
administration [in Washington] that we have now."

Shelby Wieman 
Deputy Press Secretary 
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Tom Tancredo says ‘it won’t take
much’ to push him into Colorado
GOP’s gubernatorial primary
Ernest Luning
A Golden-based political action committee began circulating a petition
Tuesday urging Tom Tancredo to run in next year’s GOP primary for
governor of Colorado, but  

Read More ►
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Hickenlooper announces state’s
response after review stemming
from home explosion in Firestone
Peter Marcus
After a three-month review following a home explosion that killed two
people in Firestone, Gov. John Hickenlooper on Tuesday placed some of
the onus on  

Read More ►

Democrat Andy Kerr suspends
campaign, endorses Perlmutter
after his return to race
Ernest Luning
State Sen. Andy Kerr, a Lakewood Democrat, withdrew from the 7th
Congressional District primary Tuesday morning and threw his support
behind U.S. Rep. Ed Perlmutter,  
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Perlmutter’s back in the saddle —
so just accept it
Dan Njegomir
Perhaps the final word on the surprise re-entry of U.S. Rep. Ed Perlmutter
into the race for his own 7th Congressional District seat belongs to  

Read More ►

Denver mayor trashes audit critical
of city planning department
Adam McCoy
They arguably fell short of fighting words, but Denver Mayor Michael
Hancock used some strong language to dispute an audit critical of the
city’s planning  

Read More ►

A helping hand to voters who need
it in El Paso County
Dan Njegomir
Colorado’s most populous county is also one of the most accommodating
to voters with disabilities. So says the Election Center, a national
organization that trains  

Read More ►
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Governors Preparing Bipartisan Health Care Plan For Congress To Consider -
NPR 
  
In the wake of congressional Republicans' failure to pass a health care bill,
two governors from different parties are going to bring their own ideas to
Washington. 
  
Staff for Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper, a Democrat, and Ohio Gov. John
Kasich, a Republican, are working on a joint plan to stabilize the country's
health insurance markets. Kasich told Colorado Public Radio's Colorado
Matters that they expect to release it ahead of September hearings in the
U.S. Senate. They also intend to get other governors from both parties to sign
onto the plan, to show support at the state level. 
  
"We're getting very close. I just talked to my guys today, men and women who
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are working on this with [Hickenlooper's] people, and we think we'll have
some specifics here, I actually think we could have it within a week," Kasich
said in a joint interview with Hickenlooper that aired Tuesday. 
  
Gov. Hickenlooper proposes seven changes in oil and gas regulations to
address explosion risks - Post Independent 
  
Gov. John Hickenlooper on Tuesday recommended seven state policy changes
affecting the oil and gas industry in response to the April explosion in
Firestone that killed two people and injured another. 
  
The explosion was the result of something the state has never seen,
Hickenlooper said, in which a severed flowline, which had previously been
abandoned by the oil and gas operator, was still attached to a well and
seeped into French drains of a home 178 feet away, causing an explosion. 
  
"What happened in Firestone … we've never seen before," Hickenlooper said
Tuesday in response to a question on whether proposed changes could ensure
such an explosion would never happen again. "We're spending millions of
dollars to do everything we can to make sure it never happens again. This is
about as close to never as you're going to get." 
  
Plan to improve oil, gas industry safety calls for capping orphan wells, but no
public access to pipeline maps - Denver Post 
  
Not Exactly Penpals: Governors Debate Marijuana Facts With Jeff Sessions via
Snail Mail. - Entrepreneur 
  
Aurora’s American Financing boasts jobs, aplomb, Hickenlooper laurel,
celebrity plugs and millennial cache - Aurora Sentinel 
  
Roaring Fork School District will ‘Take Note’ in statewide music education
initiative - Aspen Public Radio 
  
Guv calls for rules change on fuel wells - Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Grand Junction selected for economic development initiative - Business Times 
 

Agriculture
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Dairy Revenue Varies Widely By State - Dairy Herd 
  
Dairy revenue can vary as much as two fold across states, based on both milk
prices and milk production per cow, according to analysis by the American
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF). 
  
The average milk production per cow per day in the United States now stands
at 62 lb. But the variation is huge, notes John Newton, AFBF Director of
Market Intelligence. “In Alabama, the average milking cow produced 36 lb of
milk per day [in 2016] while the average milking cow in Colorado produced 71
lb,” he notes. 
  
Milk prices can also vary widely, with Florida typically posting the highest
prices and California, New Mexico and Michigan often posting among the
lowest. Prices range widely due to federal and state pricing policies. 
  
AUDIO: BARN Morning Ag News w/Brian Allmer 
 

Economy
  
Colorado's hottest jobs: Here are the 10 careers most in demand - Denver
Business Journal 
 

Education
  
Teachers Are Crowdsourcing Supplies Amid School Underfunding - Westword 
  
In Colorado, which has an extremely healthy economy but ranks 42nd in
educational funding per pupil, teachers such as Stuart Sanks are increasingly
turning to online crowdsourcing and benefit events to subsidize school
supplies or extracurricular activities for students, many of whom are
returning to classrooms this week. And that's not to mention how often
teachers are reaching into their own pockets to make sure the kids they teach
are getting the scholastic opportunities they deserve, whether they're part of
a comparatively wealthy demographic or not. 
  
"It would be interesting if at the doctor's office, I went in and couldn't afford
to pay for an X-ray, and the doctor said, 'I'll just pay for it,'" notes Sanks, who
teaches third grade at The Studio School, an Adams 12 institution in
Northglenn. "That doesn't happen. And it doesn't happen at construction sites
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— like a worker saying, 'Oh, we're out of nails, I'd better go buy some.' But at
the teacher's level, it's become so acceptable that it's not even a shock to
people." 
  
First girls, now boys: A look inside Denver’s newest single-gender, athletic-
focused charter school - Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

Energy & Environment
  
Colorado: No online oil, gas pipeline map after fatal blast - AP 
  
Colorado will not offer an online map of oil and gas pipelines in the wake of a
fatal house explosion blamed on a gas leak, Gov. John Hickenlooper said
Tuesday, citing concerns about security and theft. 
  
The state will instead require energy companies to provide location
information to the existing Call 811 program, which marks the location of
underground utilities at a property owner’s request, Hickenlooper said. 
  
The expanded location program was among seven steps the governor
announced in response to an April explosion in the town of Firestone that
killed two people and injured a third. Investigators blamed the explosion on
odorless, unrefined natural gas leaking from a pipeline that was thought to be
out of service but was still connected to a well with a valve open. 
  
Thornton passes strict oil, gas rules as tensions over drilling in neighborhoods
rise - Denver Post 
 

Healthcare
  
Children’s Hospital Colorado preparing 25 new cancer trials after
“breakthrough” law signed - Denver Post 
  
Doctors at Children’s Hospital Colorado hope to launch as many as 25 new
clinical trials in the next six months after a recently signed federal law
opened the floodgates to test experimental cancer drugs for children. 
  
“The pediatric oncology community is really excited,” said Dr. Lia Gore, the
director of Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders. 
  
While there are hundreds of cancer drugs in development to treat adults,
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research on pediatric cancer drugs has historically lagged. Gore said
essentially only four new drugs have been approved to treat childhood cancer
since 1979. 
 

Human Services
  
Kids Starting at New Schools Need Support to Help Avoid Drugs and Alcohol -
PR Newswire 
  
Students starting at new schools this fall may need support to help them
manage peer pressure, especially around the use of drugs and alcohol,
according to Rachel Uslan, Program Coordinator from Aurora Mental Health
Center. 
  
"Negative peer pressure is always a big concern for young people, but may be
more so when your child is starting a new school or even a new school year,"
said Uslan. "The desire to 'fit in' can cause students to make unhealthy
decisions about who they befriend and in what activities they choose to
engage. It's especially important for parents to help their kids navigate this
stressful time by discussing strategies to help them stay drug and alcohol
free." 
  
The Speak Now Colorado website, available in English and Spanish, gives
parents tools and resources to have these important conversations with their
children. Conversation starters and related tips are age-adjusted, so parents
can initiate a positive and successful dialogue with their child about
substance use and abuse. 
 

Legislature
  
New Colorado Legislation Aimed At Addressing Opioid Epidemic - CBS 4 
  
State lawmakers are crafting new legislation to address the opioid epidemic
in Colorado. A House study committee is reviewing the holes in Colorado’s
coverage and treatment abilities and hopes a bill will be part of the docket
for the 2018 legislative session. 
  
“It is so critical that Coloradans understand the severity of this epidemic,”
said State Rep. Brittany Pettersen, D-Lakewood, chairwoman of the Opioid
and Other Substance Use Disorders Interim Study Committee. 
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For Pettersen, the fight against opioid addiction hits home. She told CBS4 her
mother has struggled with addiction for almost 30 years. 
 

Transportation
  
CDOT touts personal breathalyzers in push against drunk driving - Colorado
Spring Gazette 
  
Mark Evans, 65, had only taken a sip of his beer when, out of curiosity, he
decided to try out a smartphone breathalyzer at Tuesday night's Sky Sox
game. 
  
Unsurprisingly, he blew a 0.0. The alcohol he had just purchased hadn't even
made its way into his system. 
  
But for those who imbibe, such a device can be a lifesaver, says the Colorado
Department of Transportation, which wants people to get comfortable with -
and consider buying - personal breathalyzers. 
  
Wyoming solar eclipse traffic jam was one for the record books - Denver Post 
 

2018 Election
  
Four Dem governor hopefuls met voters for the first time in one place. Here’s
what they said. - Colorado Independent 
  
In re-entering race, Ed Perlmutter disappoints - Denver Post 
 

Of Note
  
Former chief Colorado regulator joins law firm to help businesses navigate
regulations - Denver Business Journal 
  
Opioid abuse, cancer cures for kids brings FDA commissioner to Colorado -
Colorado Politics 
  
Hanging Lake: Here's The Forest Service's Draft Plan For Overcrowding
Control - CPR 
  
When To Stop Honoring A Questionable Historical Figure? CU's Had That
Debate - CPR 
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Look who strutted their stuff in the Denver version of 'Dancing with the Stars'
(Photos) - Denver Business Journal 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper

 Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper participating in national criminal justice
reform effort - Colorado Politics 
  
Gov. John Hickenlooper will tour a women’s correctional facility in Denver on
Wednesday as part of a national criminal justice reform effort. 
  
The Democratic governor has joined with seven other governors on a so-called
“Face to Face” initiative, described as a “national call to action encouraging
policymakers to personally engage with the people who are closest to the
correctional system.” 
  
A bipartisan group of governors has committed to participating in the
initiative. In addition to Hickenlooper, the group includes governors from
Connecticut, North Carolina, Missouri, Utah, Montana, Nevada and Georgia. 
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Attorney General Mike DeWine of Ohio is also participating in the campaign,
as is Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch of Wisconsin. 
  
Governors call for greater partnership around workforce development -
Education Dive 
  
Rene Lima-Marin, pardoned by governor but threatened with deportation, wins
reopening of immigration case - Denver Post 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Colorado Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne sounds as if she's running for governor –
Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
If Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne isn't yet running for governor on the Democratic
ticket, it's sure hard to tell from her fundraising emails and candidate
committee. 
  
Colorado's lieutenant governor and chief operating officer announced earlier
this month that she is "actively" exploring a run for governor. Now she
appears likely to formally enter the race within the next few weeks, Colorado
Politics has learned. 
  
On Aug. 1, Lynne established a candidate committee with the Secretary of
State's Office called "Lynne for Colorado." Her first financial filings are due
Oct. 16, and she has been actively raising money since her "exploratory"
announcement. 
  
Local women in business, politics honored at Accolades Luncheon in Colorado
Springs - Fox 21 
  
22 Colorado politicians that denounced hate crimes in Charlottesville, Virginia -
303 Magazine 
 

Agriculture
  
Colorado Proud touts state-made ag at Dillon Farmers Market - Summit Daily 
 

Economy
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Who topped the DBJ's 2017 Outstanding Women in Business awards? (photos)
- Denver Business Journal 
  
This is the Denver Business Journal’s 19th annual Outstanding Women in
Business awards honoring women for their accomplishments in 13 categories. 
  
Nominees in each category were judged on innovation, entrepreneurship,
professional accomplishments and community leadership from the
information provided on the nomination form. 
  
These 7 companies are hiring hundreds in Colorado - ABC 7 
 

Education
  
Best Colorado high schools? Here are the top 10, according to Niche - Denver
Business Journal 
  
Boulder Valley School District rules when it comes to the most high schools
ranked in the top 10, according to Niche's newly released 2018 rankings. 
  
Niche is a Pittsburgh-based website that analyzes and ranks neighborhoods
and schools. 
  
Of the top 10 high schools in the state, BVSD has three, followed by Cherry
Creek School District (CCSD) and Jefferson County School District, which both
have two high schools in the top 10. 
  
Colorado is about to release a torrent of tests results. Here are four storylines
worth watching. - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
One of these seven teachers will be Colorado’s 2018 Teacher of the Year -
Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
How Do You Keep Teachers In Rural Ignacio? You Grow Your Own - CPR 
  
12 Colorado schools named finalists for the 'Succeeds Prize' of $15,000 - 9
News 
 

Energy & Environment
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Who’s in charge of oil and gas in Colorado? Local vs. state fight flaring. Again.
(full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Local governments are drawing attention — again — over how much control
they want over oil and gas operations in their jurisdictions. 
 

Federal
  
Colorado Sen. Cory Gardner renews Trump criticism at town hall: ‘There is no
moral equivalent to the hatred we saw’ - Colorado Politics 
  
On a “rowdy day” of three town halls, Cory Gardner is shouted down by crowds
across the Front Range 
 

Healthcare
  
Report: Higher premiums if Trump halts 'Obamacare' subsidies - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
The Congressional Budget Office says premiums for a popular type of
individual health plan would rise sharply if President Donald Trump makes
good on his threat to stop "Obamacare" payments to insurers. 
  
The nonpartisan number crunchers also estimate that cutting off the money
would leave more people with no insurance options. 
  
And they say it would add $194 billion to federal deficits over a decade,
because other subsidies would automatically go up, more than wiping out any
savings 
 

Human Services
  
States Add a Human (Services) Touch to 'Stat' - Governing 
  
In the 1990s, the New York City Police Department launched a new
management approach, called CompStat, that has since transformed the way
many governments operate across the country. 
  
It requires regular reports from bureaucrats and meetings about the
performance statistics that they collect. The aim of such "Stat" programs is to
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achieve better outcomes: whether that means repairing potholes faster,
driving the murder rate down or improving the water quality. 
  
More than 20 large cities and a handful of counties now have Stat programs.
Only a few of them apply the data-driven approach to human services. 
 

Local Affairs
  
Survey: 2/3 of Denver renters plan to relocate within 5 years - NBC 5 
  
A new survey by apartmentlist.com reveals two-thirds of Denver renters plan
to settle somewhere else within the next five years.  According to the survey,
nearly half of those planning to relocate blame high rent prices as the
reason.  According to the Colorado Department of Local Affairs, average
monthly rent in Denver is currently more than $1,400.  Denver renters
planning to leave within the next five years listed Chicago, Phoenix, and
Dallas as the top three out-of-state destinations.  Within Colorado, Fort
Collins, Boulder, and Colorado Springs are the top relocation sites. 
  
"The people are coming here who are looking to save some money are going
to be happy with what they find, not only in the price of single-family homes,
but in the price of rent," said Mark Long, president of the Colorado Springs
Housing and Building Association.  Roughly 2,300 new apartments are either
currently under construction or planned for construction in the Colorado
Springs area, according to the Regional Building Department.  Average
monthly rent in Colorado Springs during the second quarter of 2017 was
$1,141, according to the Department of Local Affairs, a record high.  Still, it's
more affordable than Denver, Long said.  "The economics of who can afford
that and the kind of jobs it takes to afford that, I mean the equation is maxed
out right now (for Denver), whereas in Colorado Springs we have quite a lot of
room to run," Long said. 
 

Natural Resources
  
Colorado water plan price tag doubles to at least $40 billion - Aspen Times 
  
When the Colorado water plan was formally adopted in November 2015, its
aims were lofty: expand storage capacity on a grand scale, bolster
conservation efforts, meet agricultural demands and provide for as many as
10.5 million people by 2050. At the time, it was estimated to cost around $20
billion. Even then, the number seemed staggering. 
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“Everyone’s eyes lit up, including the governor,” said environmental activist
Gary Wockner, who attended the announcement at the Capitol in Denver. “So
it’s a big deal now that the price tag basically doubles.” 
  
Yes, you read that correctly — the price has doubled. New estimates released
this month suggest that full implementation of the water plan will cost
roughly $40 billion. 
  
Water rules: ‘Don’t divert more than you need’ - Post Independent 
 

Transportation
  
Bustang sees 52 percent leap in ridership across Colorado in its second year -
Denver Post 
 

Of Note
  
A Denver Community Considers A Land Trust To Keep Residents In Their
Homes - CPR 
  
Not That You’ll Need Them, But You Can Still Spot Some Of Denver’s Fallout
Shelters - CPR 
 

Full Article
  
Who’s in charge of oil and gas in Colorado? Local vs. state fight flaring. Again.
(full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Local governments are drawing attention — again — over how much control
they want over oil and gas operations in their jurisdictions. 
  
In Broomfield, a group of residents has gathered enough signatures to put a
proposed change to the city’s charter on the November ballot. 
  
And in Thornton, city officials have been warned that some elements of its
proposed oil and gas regulations step on the state’s authority. 
  
The warning to Thornton came via a letter by Kyle Davenport, the Assistant
Attorney General assigned to the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission (COGCC). 
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COGCC Director Matt Lepore told the Denver Business Journal he sent the
letter via email to Thornton’s entire city council last week. 
  
Local governments along the northern Front Range have clashed with the
state agency in recent years as new drilling rigs have moved closer to urban
development. But the reverse has been true, too: new homes are being
approved and built near existing oil and gas wells. 
  
Local governments say they are in the best position to determine where and
how the rigs should operate, while Colorado law says that authority and
expertise lies at the state level. 
  
In 2013, Broomfield voters approved a 5-year ban on fracking in the city, one
of several local communities that instituted bans on industry operations.
Broomfield’s ban was ruled illegal in 2016 by a district court judge, a few
months after the Colorado Supreme Court struck down similar bans in
Longmont and Fort Collins. 
  
Monday, the Broomfield city and county clerk’s office determined that
enough valid signatures were filed to put a proposal to change the city’s
charter on the November ballot. 
  
The proposal aims to give Broomfield officials the authority “to regulate all
aspects of oil and gas development, including land use and all necessary
police powers.” 
  
Supporters of the measure needed at least 2,435 valid signatures. The clerk’s
office determined the group turned in 2,847 valid signatures, clearing the bar
by about 400 signatures, according to Jim Candelarie, the Broomfield city and
county clerk. 
  
“This ballot measure lets Broomfield voters weigh in and express their
priorities on how they want our city to approach oil and gas. It provides our
council with another tool through our charter that guides how they address
oil and gas development in our community,” said Judy Kelly, who lives in
Broomfield’s Anthem Ranch neighborhood, via a statement issued by the
League of Oil and Gas Impacted Coloradans (LOGIC). 
  
The group supporting the charter change is Broomfield Health and Safety



First. 
  
But prominent oil and gas attorney, Mark Mathews from Denver’s Brownstein
Hyatt Farber Schreck has warned that the proposal as written violates the
state’s authority to oversee oil and gas operations in Colorado. 
  
Thornton officials have been working on a new set of oil and gas regulations
for months, meeting with state oil and gas officials and others. Thornton's
city council is scheduled to hold a final vote on the proposed regulations on
Aug. 22. 
  
Davenport’s letter said the July 13 version of the city’s proposed regulations
address some of the COGCC’s concerns about the division of authority, but
not others. 
  
Among the concerns Davenport listed were Thornton’s proposals for bigger
setbacks, how abandoned pipelines should be dealt with, and insurance
requirements. 
  
And he warned that Broomfield may be heading for legal trouble if the
proposed regulations are approved as written. 
  
“Many matters addressed by the Draft Regulations are already regulated by
the COGCC and similar regulations have caused local communities to come
into conflict with the state in the past,” he said. 
  
Davenport’s letter noted that Thornton’s proposed regulations call for 750-
foot setback between well pads and production facilities and existing or
planned homes. The proposal also calls for 500-foot setbacks between oil and
gas operations and water bodies or irrigation ditches. 
  
“This is in conflict with the setbacks in COGCC Rule 604,” Davenport wrote. 
  
The state has a 500-foot buffer zone between oil and gas wells and existing
homes. 
  
Thornton’s regulations would require energy companies to rip out small,
abandoned flow lines — the type associated with a fatal home explosion in
Firestone in April. The state’s regulations require the flow lines to be severed
from the well but left in the ground. 



  
Davenport also noted the difference between Thornton’s proposed insurance
requirements, $5 million per event, and the state’s requirement of $1 million
per event. 
  
Davenport ended by saying the COGCC “does not intend to take a position on
the competing views of oil and gas development in Colorado.” 
  
“The purpose of this letter is to inform the city as to the law of preemption
and its application to the proposed regulations,” he said. 
 

###
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GOVERNOR  HICKENLOOPER
  
Governor appoints Moltrer to Las Animas County commissioner seat – Pueblo
Chieftain 
A Trinidad area native with years of experience in the construction industry is
now Las Animas County District 1 county commissioner. 
  
Dean Allen Moltrer was appointed Friday by Gov. John Hickenlooper to fill a
vacancy created when the 3rd Judicial District Court declared that former
Commissioner Anthony Abeyta did not meet the residency requirements to
serve. 
  
While the Las Animas County Democratic Party was given the opportunity to
name a new commissioner, the party's vacancy committee deferred, thereby
giving Hickenlooper the responsibility. 
  
According to the governor's office, Moltrer will serve until the 2018 general
election, at which time the seat will again come up for a vote. For more than
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20 years, Moltrer has owned and operated Purgatoire Valley Construction Inc.
In conjunction with this, he founded the E.P.I.C. program at Trinidad State
Junior College to increase skilled workers in Las Animas County. Moltrer
earned his high school diploma from Primero High School and then attended
Trinidad State Junior College and Adams State University. He has served on
numerous boards, including the Las Animas County Democratic Central
Committee and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Committee. 
  
Gov. Hickenlooper praises Aspen Art Museum as ‘incredible gift to the state’ –
Aspen Daily News 
 

AGRICULTURE
  
Farmers brace for higher tax bills – Durango Herald 
Farmers and ranchers in La Plata County are feeling the pressure after the
assessed value of agricultural lands this year experienced one of the largest
jumps in the county’s history. 
  
“It stunned me,” said Sandy Young, a rancher in the Animas Valley. “People
are going to have to make difficult decisions.” 
  
The value of properties classified for agricultural use are based on what the
land can produce, derived from a 10-year statewide average for commodity
prices and expenses, said County Assessor Craig Larson. 
  
This year, that average dropped 2004 and 2005 market prices for wheat, hay
and cattle – two years that were considered to be bad for agriculture,
resulting in low market prices that kept assessed property values down. 
 

DMV
  
Colorado DMV issues 1 millionth license online – Denver Post 
The Colorado Division of Motor Vehicles wants to help drivers to avoid the
tedious process of renewing their drivers licenses in person. 
  
“Customers are always first in line when they renew online. Last year, there
were over 180,000 online renewals which represent 44 percent of all eligible
Colorado residents,” said David Lindsay, driver license operations director.
“This is a great result, but we hope this number will continue to grow.” 
  
Since 2007, 1 million people have avoided the wait to renew their driver’s
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license or receive an identification card at Colorado Division of Motor Vehicle
offices by applying online. 
  
“It is an exciting time for Colorado residents and for the DMV. Technology is
quickly changing the way people access the DMV d it is improving the
efficiency and effectiveness of our services,” said Lindsay. 
  
14 Colorado specialty license plates get eleventh-hour reprieve from scrap pile
– Denver Post 
 

ECONOMY
  
San Francisco tech startup aims to hire dozens in Denver – Denver Business
Journal (Full story below) 
A San Francisco maker of marketing software plans to open a Denver office in
July and hire dozens of people here this year in the process of making Denver
its second home. 
  
Thanx makes technology meant to help retailers and other companies
personalize digital engagement. It employs 50 people in San Francisco. 
  
The five-year-old company landed $17 million in venture capital from Icon
Ventures and Sequoia Capital for expansion six months ago and chose Denver
to add people in sales, operations and human resources at first, said CEO
Zach Goldstein. 
  
“We wanted to make sure we’re building in the right location,” Goldstein
sad. “It was a pretty big decision for us. The vast majority of headcount
growth will be in Denver in the next 12 months at least.” 
  
Colorado shares, weighted by energy stocks, downtrodden in an up quarter for
U.S. stocks – Denver Post 
  
Who won the latest Air Force launch contract? Colorado's ULA? Or SpaceX? –
Denver Business Journal 
 

EDUCATION
  
Colorado launches new website showing how schools get and spend money –
Denver Business Journal 
A website aimed at improving financial transparency in school districts
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launched Friday. 
  
The website, called "Financial Transparency for Colorado Schools," offers
users, such as parents and businesses, a way to research how districts are
using tax money, as well as compare school and districts throughout
Colorado. 
  
"This website illustrates in a clear and understandable manner how school
districts use their limited resources to educate our students," said Katy
Anthes, Colorado’s education commissioner. 
  
The website is a result of legislation from 2010 and 2014 that sought to
provide the public a deeper understanding of how education dollars are spent
in schools. 
  
Denver’s shuttered Gilpin Montessori school will temporarily house programs
serving students with special needs – Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
How much money does Aurora Public Schools spend and on what? New online
tool has answers. – Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
  
Oil, gas lines near Colorado buildings mapped after blast – ABC News 
Colorado has nearly 129,000 underground oil and gas pipelines within about
1,000 feet (300 meters) of occupied buildings, according to energy company
reports ordered by the state after a fatal house explosion blamed on a
severed gas line. 
  
Friday was the deadline for companies to test those lines for leaks, and about
9,700 test results were made public. The vast majority indicated the
pipelines passed the tests. 
  
The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission ordered energy companies
to identify and test all pipelines near occupied structures after a natural gas
explosion killed two people and injured a third in April. 
  
Investigators said odorless, unrefined gas from the severed pipeline triggered
the explosion that destroyed a house in Firestone, about 30 miles (50
kilometers) north of Denver. The line was thought to be abandoned but was
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connected to a well with a valve in the open position. 
  
Oil, gas lines near Colorado buildings mapped after Firestone explosion –
Denver Post 
  
More than 5,000 gallons of oil spilled in Anadarko's Erie Commons leak, report
finds – Boulder Daily Camera 
An Anadarko Petroleum-operated oil tank that leaked near the company's Erie
Commons well site on Tuesday released more than 5,000 gallons of oil into
the ground, a report found. 
  
According to the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, the leak was
spurred by a pin hole in the back of at oil tank at one of the site's tank
batteries. 
  
The leak resulted in about 120 barrels, or roughly 5,040 gallons, of oil spilling
into the ground. Excavation activities at the site are ongoing, officials said. 
  
An initial email blast by the town cited the incident as "state reportable,"
which refers to when more than five barrels — equivalent to 210 gallons —
have leaked or spilled, according to COGCC regulations. 
  
25 Boulder County companies sign pledge upholding Paris climate agreement
– Boulder Daily Camera 
  
Erie may consider fracking as 'public health and safety' concern – Boulder Daily
Camera 
  
Oil, gas lines near Colorado buildings mapped after blast – Grand Junction
Daily Sentinel 

BLM’s Colorado chief in new post – Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
 

FEDERAL
  
ADAPT protesters in wheelchairs removed from Colorado U.S. Sen. Gardner’s
Denver office – Colorado Politics 
Protesters at congressional offices have become old hat, but the disability
rights group  Denver ADAPT rewrote the script with a 58-hour sit-in that
ended Thursday night as police removed about 10 people, some in
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wheelchairs, from Colorado U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner’s downtown Denver
office. 
  
As Denver officers moved them out of the office lobby, protesters chanted,
“Rather go to jail than to die without Medicaid,” according to a video posted
on Facebook by protest leader Carrie Ann Lucas. The Denver-based National
ADAPT reported on social media that Lucas’ wheelchair was damaged as she
was removed. 
  
In a video, officers ask for her help with the wheelchair to remove her from
the small lobby at about 7 p.m. She told them it was a $35,000 chair but
officers would have to find someone who could push it or operate it, because
she would not help them. 
  
“You can Google, you can call someone, I’m not resisting but I’m not
cooperating,” she told officers before she was formally arrested. Lucas then
resumed chanting, “Rather go to jail than to die without Medicaid.” 
  
Disabled protesters remain behind bars after arrests at Sen. Cory Gardner’s
office – Denver Post 
  
Trump urges GOP to repeal Obamacare now, replace later – Denver Post 
  
Littwin: Don’t try this at home, but imagine if Cory Gardner actually held a town
hall – Colorado Independent 
  
Ken Buck joins Republican colleagues urging leadership to cancel August
recess – Colorado Politics 
  
Gardner should have shown more heart toward disabled protesters – Denver
Post 
  
Some face police interference charges in protest at Cory Gardner's office;
building manager ID'd – Denver Channel 7 
  
Pentagon approves 6-month delay in transgender enlistments – Denver Post 
  
Supporters await the release of disabled demonstrators jailed for occupying
Cory Gardner’s office – Colorado Independent 
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HEALTH CARE
  
Report: What’s behind Colorado’s spiraling health-care costs? You name it –
Colorado Politics 
If only Coloradans could pinpoint one factor that was responsible for the
relentlessly climbing cost of health care. OK, even three or four factors. Alas,
it’s not nearly so simple, the Colorado Commission on Affordable Health Care
concludes in its third and final report since its creation by the legislature
three year ago. 
  
A summary of the report, which was released this week, includes these key
recommendations for further action by lawmakers and others:

Given the close link between education and health, Colorado should
provide children on Medicaid with access to quality preschool.
Offering comprehensive substance use disorder treatment that includes
a range of services, such as detox, intensive out-patient treatment,
residential treatment, and medication-assisted treatment.
Training physicians, as part of their course curriculum, on how to
effectively present to patients and their families their options regarding
end-of-life care.
Develop licensing standards for free-standing emergency rooms that are
the same as the equivalent level of the federal government’s
“Conditions of Participation” and other regulatory guidance for hospital-
based facilities.

  
Commission says Colorado needs “extraordinary public leadership” on health
costs – Denver Post 
  
What Trumpcare would mean to Coloradans. Hint: It’s bad – Colorado
Independent 
 

LEGISLATURE
  
Legislature mammoth compromise bill goes into effect – Pueblo Chieftain 
The mammoth compromise effort of the 2017 legislative session, Senate Bill
267, goes into effect Saturday. 
  
Commonly referred to as a casserole or Christmas tree bill, meaning it has a
little something for everyone, SB 267 is focused on the “sustainability of rural
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Colorado.” It was a bill that was criticized as a violation of the single subject
rule for Colorado legislation, which prevents omnibus bills with multiple
provisions that are unrelated to the legislation, 
  
The most significant provision of the bill is reclassification of a fee assessed
on hospitals. Money generated by the Hospital Provider Fee will not count
toward the state’s revenue limit under the Taxpayer’s Bill of Right. 
  
The revenue generated by the fee is federally matched and returned to
hospitals using a formula that favors rural providers and those that service a
large number of Medicaid dependent and uninsured patients. 
  
Kefalas: Open records enter the 21st century – Durango Herald 
 

MARIJUANA
  
Denver issues final social marijuana use rules, dropping waiver and ventilation
plan requirements – Denver Post 
Denver’s plan to allow people to use marijuana at some businesses drew a
step closer to reality Friday, when the city’s top licensing official unveiled
final rules for the pilot program that is set to launch in coming months. 
  
Big questions remain: Will the newly adopted regulations for the first-in-the-
nation “social use” program provide measured protection for patrons and
neighbors of businesses that take part, as city officials say? Or are the rules
for consumption areas so restrictive that few businesses and event organizers
will want to bother? 
  
The exuberance that greeted the Nov. 8 passage of Initiative 300 — in which
54 percent of city voters directed officials to create a four-year pilot of the
social marijuana consumption program — is now tempered among its chief
supporters. Their protest of several draft rules released on May 11 resulted in
only a couple changes by city officials, including the nixing of a proposed
requirement that patrons sign waivers upon entry to a business’ consumption
area. 
  
“I still have questions that I need answered. We still have concerns about
many of the rules,” said I-300 campaign leader Emmett Reistroffer, from
Denver Relief Consulting. “However, I recognize some improvements and I’m
hopeful that there still are opportunities for businesses and nonprofits to
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allow cannabis consumption.” 
  
Illegal grow busted near Rye, operation is the 2nd largest in Pueblo County
thus far – Pueblo Chieftain 
  
Denver proposes social marijuana use rules for businesses – Grand Junction
Daily Sentinel 
  
Denver issues final social marijuana use rules, dropping waiver and ventilation
plan requirements – Denver Post 
 

OF NOTE
  
Denver leadership program names new CEO – Denver Business Journal 
Ashley Buderus, formerly a director with the Children's Hospital Colorado
Foundation, has been appointed CEO of Quarterly Forum, a Denver leadership
organization that among other efforts fosters participation in government and
public policy by business men and women. 
  
Buderus has an extensive background in non-profit organizations in Colorado
in addition to the Children's Hospital Foundation, including the El Pomar
Foundation and the University of Denver. 
  
“QF has experienced tremendous growth over the last two years and required
an executive leader to elevate the organization as we expand," said Ryan
Heckman, QF co-chairman. "Ashley is not only a well-respected non-profit
executive, but she embodies the values and aspirations of our future." 
  
The organization spearheaded an effort that includes Gov. John Hickenlooper
and former Govs. Bill Ritter and Bill Owens to identify and train business
leaders to become involved in government and public policy called Colorado
Governors Fellowship program. It recently graduated its first class of
leadership “fellows” and inducted a second class earlier in June to begin a
year of meetings and training. 
  
Former Republican state lawmaker says he was only kidding about beheading
reporters, ‘seditious leakers’ – Colorado Politics 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  
Maketa trial: Attorney dispute reason for firing of ex-sheriff’s rival – Colorado
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Politics 
Attorneys at the public corruption trial of ex-Sheriff Terry Maketa on Friday
clashed over circumstances behind the 2013 firing of a woman who had
crossed him. 
  
At issue is whether the embattled lawman committed extortion when he told
top officials at a jail healthcare contractor that he would yank a $5 million
medical services contract unless they terminated Wendy Habert. 
  
“It threw us into a bit of a tailspin and we didn’t know how to respond to it,”
Carl Anderson, a former a former administrator at Correctional Healthcare
Companies, Inc., said during the second day of testimony in the case. 
  
Habert, a CHC employee who worked at the jail, was fired soon after. 
  
Wildfire Near Durango Grows To 360 Acres - CPR 
  
Finish the reform of policing for profit – Denver Post 
  
Most evacuations remain in place for Lightner Creek Fire – Pueblo Chieftain 
  
Woman whose home burned in Lightner Creek Fire doesn’t know how it started
– FOX 31 
  
Denver Police Department issues body cameras to off-duty officers and
sergeants – Denver Post 
  
Fires lead to discovery of illegal marijuana grows in Fountain, Monument –
Colorado Springs Gazette 
 

2018 ELECTION
  
Republican Greg Lopez, former mayor of Parker, announces entry into crowded
field for governor – Denver Post 
 

FULL STORIES
  
San Francisco tech startup aims to hire dozens in Denver – Denver Business
Journal 
A San Francisco maker of marketing software plans to open a Denver office in
July and hire dozens of people here this year in the process of making Denver
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its second home. 
  
Thanx makes technology meant to help retailers and other companies
personalize digital engagement. It employs 50 people in San Francisco. 
  
The five-year-old company landed $17 million in venture capital from Icon
Ventures and Sequoia Capital for expansion six months ago and chose Denver
to add people in sales, operations and human resources at first, said CEO
Zach Goldstein. 
  
“We wanted to make sure we’re building in the right location,” Goldstein
sad. “It was a pretty big decision for us. The vast majority of headcount
growth will be in Denver in the next 12 months at least.” 
  
Thanx has hired a dozen employees, including its new president of sales, Dave
Collier, to work in the Lower Downtown office it plans to open next month.
Then it aims to hire seven additional employees in Denver each month
through the end of 2017 and likely beyond, he said. 
  
If all goes according to plan, Thanx will be double its current size, with
roughly the same number of people in Denver and San Francisco. 
  
Thanx considered other cities for its second office, primarily Austin; Chicago;
Phoenix; Portland, Oregon; and Salt Lake City based on their reputation for
skilled workers. But Thanx had to consider where potential new recruits from
elsewhere in the country would prefer to move to, not just where the best
prospects for local hires existed, Goldstein said. 
  
Thanx ran some test recruitment and found a wide range of people from
around the country ready to relocate to Denver, he said. The affordability of
real estate and other business costs, including recruiting and employee
retention, made sense. 
  
“It’s not only opening up a new talent pool, it’s a more cost effective place
to build a new office” he said. “We didn’t want opening a new office to
dilute the great brand that we’ve built.” 
  
Thanx joins other startups choosing to focus growth in a Denver office. 
  
One of them, San Francisco-based Gusto, has hired dozens of people in



Denver since 2015. Gusto’s positive experience in Denver reassured Goldstein
that Thanx was making the right move. 
  
The company landed a native of Denver when it hired Collier to head the
office and build a sales operation. Collier had moved to Austin in 2014 to be
vice president of global sales at HotSchedules, formerly known as Red Book
Connect, a company with a long Denver history that makes technologies for
restaurant managers. 
  
Collier previously worked for a decade in sales and business development at
Oracle in Broomfield. 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper 
 

  
Hickenlooper Becomes Leading Voice Against GOP - CBS 4 
  
Gov. John Hickenlooper is calling the effort to repeal the Affordable Care Act
“cold hearted and disrespectful,” and on Monday he blasted Senate
Republicans for crafting a new health care bill in secrecy. 
  
“To think that one party can make this work is crazy,” Hickenlooper told CNN
anchor Anderson Cooper. 
  
Health insurance rate deadline for Colorado hits as Hickenlooper, DeGette talk
health care Monday - ABC 7 
  
Hickenlooper announces program to increase government efficiency - Durango
Herald 
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Colorado will try to figure out if government programs are actually working with
a big grant and a new research lab - Denverite 
  
Colorado Evaluation and Action Lab - DU Newsroom 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Nation’s oldest cattlemen’s association celebrated 150th anniversary - Fence
Post 
  
Colorado Cattlemen's Association and Colorado CattleWomen finished off its
Annual Convention earlier this month in Grand Junction, Colo., with more
than 600 people in attendance. 
  
The Lieutenant Governor and chief operating officer, Donna Lynne, accepted
CCA's Lifetime Member Award on behalf of the state of Colorado. This year is
the 150th Anniversary year of its inception making CCA the oldest cattlemen's
association in the nation. CCA wanted to recognize the state by awarding it
with the association's highest honor: the Lifetime Member Award. CCA was
founded nine years before Colorado entered statehood and has had a rich
partnership with the state in the 141 years since. The Colorado CattleWomen
are celebrating their 75th anniversary this year, as well. 
  
"From the state's bountiful farming industry, to the public and private
ranching lands, through some of the nation's first commercial feedlots, and
ultimately, a progressive packing and processing sector; Colorado has
represented our industry well," Tim Lehmann, CCA's president stated. 
 

Corrections
  
Polk inmates save correctional officer who passed out during work detail - 9
News 
  
Six inmates are being praised after they helped save an officer who passed
out during a work detail by calling 911. 
  
On Monday, June 12, an officer who was working security for the Polk County
Sheriff's Office work detail passed out. That morning the humidity was at
100% and it was 76 degrees outside. 
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The officer, who asked not to be identified, collapsed. 
 

Economy
  
Colorado film office says audit failed to acknowledge incentives’ impact on rural
economies - Denver Post 
  
After an audit of the state’s film office drew attention to payments to
productions without proper qualifications and a lack of contractual
agreements, program leaders told the Colorado Economic Development
Commission Thursday that they plan to enact — or have already enacted —
the recommendations made by the State Auditor. 
  
But the audit did not take into consideration the impact of state-funded film
incentives program on rural economies, said Stephanie Copeland, the
executive director at the Office for Economic Development and International
Trade, which oversees program. 
  
“The majority of the work the program does is in rural communities,”
Copeland said. “Absent this support, (the productions) would cease to exist.
It would be an absolute failure of the state to let this program go away. This
powerful, but fragile, part of the economy needs to be state supported.” 
  
Colorado's hottest jobs: Here are the 10 careers most in demand - Denver
Business Journal 
  
Who's hiring in Colorado? Here are the top 10 help-wanted advertisers -
Denver Business Journal 
  
No one-stop shopping for solutions to job losses in coal communities -
Mountain Town News 
  
Bring the heat to Pueblo: Jojo’s Sriracha moving from Denver to Pueblo -
Denver Post 
 

Education
  
Denver school board picks district-run programs to take over low-performing
schools - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Denver school board picks district-run programs to take over low-performing
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schools - Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

Energy & Environment
  
Colorado Allows Oil And Gas Drillers To Abandon Old Pipes In Place. Should
They? - Colorado Politics 
  
No one knows how many thousands of miles of abandoned oil and gas
pipelines are buried in Colorado — or where they are. The system is described
as a “spaghetti bowl” of underground twisting and turning lines, with some
active and many others inactive or abandoned. 
  
Colorado has always let drillers leave pipes in the ground when they’re done
with them. 
  
When Lance Astrella heard that a flowline from an old gas well was
implicated in a deadly explosion in Firestone in April, he wasn’t particularly
surprised. 
  
'Still a lot of stress' in energy, says senior JPMorgan Chase exec (full article
below)  - Denver Business Journal 
 

Federal
  
Cynthia and Mike Coffman have filed for divorce after 12 years of marriage -
Denver Post 
  
Colorado political power couple Mike and Cynthia Coffman divorcing - Colorado
Politics 
  
Colorado congressional delegation revisiting security following last week’s
shooting - Colorado Politics 
 

Revenue
  
Colorado Dad Wants State to Ban Smartphones for Kids Under 13 - NBC News 
  
What is a "natural childhood?" 
  
According to a new ballot initiative that could soon hit Colorado voters,
preserving childhood innocence means taking smartphones out of the hands of
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kids. 
  
Denver-area father of five Tim Farnum says he drafted the Preservation of
Natural Childhood initiative after watching his two youngest sons (ages 11 and
13) act like addicts in withdrawal when he tried to limit their smartphone
time. 
  
In an interview with the Washington Post, Farnum, a local anesthesiologist,
compared the impact of smartphones on kids to tobacco and alcohol. 
  
Drug ring bust a huge wake-up call for Colorado cannabis regulators - Denver
Post 
  
FBI missed rigged Colorado jackpot before lottery scheme grew - Denver Post 
  
 

Of Note
  
Researchers in Jeffco are tagging and tracking rattlesnakes to help make sure
you never see one - Denver Post 
 

Full Article
  
'Still a lot of stress' in energy, says senior JPMorgan Chase exec (full article
below)  - Denver Business Journal 
  
Douglas Petno says there's "still a lot of stress" in the energy sector, "with a
lot of eyes watching oil prices." 
  
Since 2012, Petno has been the CEO of commercial banking at JPMorgan
Chase & Co., the New York-based financial giant (NYSE: JPM) and one of the
biggest lenders to the energy business. 
  
In his interview earlier this month with me and finance reporter Monica
Mendoza, he talked fondly of the 20 years he spent working with energy
companies at the helm of the bank’s natural resources division. 
  
He still works with clients as CEO of commercial banking, which accounts for
10 percent to 15 percent of the bank’s quarterly earnings. Bu he says he
misses “getting into the trenches and executing. I miss it, but it’s good to do
new things.” 
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In Petno’s new role, he reports directly to CEO Jamie Dimon, and Reuters
recently listed Petno among five potential successors to Dimon. 
  
JPMorgan Chase is the parent of Chase Bank, one of Colorado's largest. 
  
Here's our conversation about the oil and gas sector — and the cost of
regulations. 
  
How does Chase view Denver’s energy sector? 
  
We’re one of the biggest lenders to the energy sector and a lot of our clients
are here in Denver, which has evolved over the last 15 to 20 years. 
  
It used to be that you could only get the right tech talent in Texas, the
traditional oil patch. But with the competition for talent and Denver being
Denver, it’s a competitive advantage if you can be a geoscientist and live in
Denver rather than Houston. 
  
Denver has developed a deep, rich base of talent here. There is a tremendous
amount of clients, and some of the industry’s best performing companies
have come out of this city. 
  
What lies ahead for the sector? 
  
There’s still a lot of stress, it’s still fairly leveraged and still wobbly — with a
lot of eyes watching oil prices. 
  
The good [news] is that the industry has been tremendously resilient and a lot
of capital has come into the sector and advances in technology have made
the economics much more constructive for new drilling ad profitability. 
  
Two years ago [during the depths of the oil and gas downturn], we did a
national trip to talk to 70 CEOs, to tell them we had seen downturns and we
were not going anywhere. We were active in lending during a rough time for
the sector, but it feels like it’s on more solid ground now. 
  
[The sector] is still very dependent on what OPEC does, if they decide to
maintain discipline on prices, and there’s a lot of oil coming onstream in the
U.S. due to the advent of the new technology [in horizontal drilling and



hydraulic fracturing.] 
  
I think we’re in a much better place than we’ve been, and we are continuing
to get stronger. 
  
Colorado’s oil and gas regulations are described as robust, and also as
onerous. How does Chase view those Colorado regulations and the cost of
compliance? 
  
We put a lot of trust in the regulatory framework — we’re a bank, not a
regulatory body — but we have enhanced due diligence for any of our oil and
gas production companies, all of them. We want to understand how they’ll
adhere to federal and local rules, such as fracking, environmental rules, their
safety record, their approach to fugitive gas emissions — soup to nuts. We
think we pick the good companies with good operators. 
  
Most of the people [in Colorado energy], and in Denver especially, these are
environmentalists — parents, grandparents. They care about the environment
and they want to safely manage the resource. And we can work with them
and provide capital. 
  
We look for all our clients to be operating within the regulatory framework in
Colorado. That's the most important consideration. Then, can they do it in a
way that’s economic for them. 
  
We study the impact of changes in operating costs driven by regulations.
We’re a big lender here, [and] we haven’t seen that incremental regulatory
expense impact the credits. These are pretty strong companies. 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper 
 

Family speaks out about civil asset forfeiture; governor calls for task force after
signing bill - ABC 7 
  
Governor John Hickenlooper is calling for the state’s executive branch to
establish an internal task force to develop suggestions for the Colorado
General Assembly regarding implementation of civil asset forfeiture reform.
This comes after Hickenlooper signed a controversial bill on this subject last
Friday. 
  
HB 17-1313 passed the legislature in May with overwhelming and bi-partisan
support. The bill’s passing sets the groundwork for reporting and building a
public database on how seizures and forfeitures are working in Colorado.
Colorado became the 22nd state in the U.S. to reform forfeiture laws and the
8th state to protect state sovereignty from smaller seizures under $50,000. 
  
The Wagner family shared their story with Denver7 about secretly being
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investigated over an 18 month period and having their property seized. Law
enforcement arrested and charged Burt Wagner with operating a money
transmodal business without a license. Burt said he was trading Bitcoin as a
hobby at the time. The Wagner family was able to get their property back
and have their name cleared, but said they had to pay $250,000 in the
process. 
  
Colorado Governor Signs Two Bills Aimed at Reducing the Marijuana Black
Market - Marijuana Times 
  
O'Meara: Gov. Hickenlooper declares June pollinator month - Daily Camera 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Nation’s oldest cattlemen’s association celebrates 150th Anniversary - Fence
Post 
  
Colorado Cattlemen's Association and Colorado CattleWomen finished off the
third and final day of their annual convention in Grand Junction, Colo., with
over 600 people in attendance. On Tuesday morning, the Lieutenant Governor
and Chief Operating Officer, Donna Lynne, accepted CCA's Lifetime Member
Award on behalf of the state of Colorado. This year is the 150th Anniversary
year of its inception making CCA the oldest cattlemen's association in the
nation. CCA wanted to recognize the state by awarding it with the
association's highest honor: the Lifetime Member Award. CCA was founded
nine years before Colorado entered statehood and has had a rich partnership
with the state in the 141 years since. The Colorado CattleWomen are
celebrating their 75th anniversary this year, as well. 
  
"From the state's bountiful farming industry, to the public and private
ranching lands, through some of the nation's first commercial feedlots, and
ultimately, a progressive packing and processing sector; Colorado has
represented our industry well," Tim Lehmann, CCA's president said. 
  
Drums, songs herald Ute Museum opening - Telluride News 
 

Secretary of State Wayne Williams
  
'No Elections Anywhere' In Colorado Were Hacking Targets, Secretary Of State
Says - CPR 
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Colorado Secretary of State Wayne Williams says the state's voting system has
not been targeted by Russian hackers. 
  
"We're confident no elections anywhere in this state were altered in any
fashion. And we're confident that the voter registration system was not
altered in any fashion as well," he said. 
  
Williams was responding to a national story that alleged Russia may have
hacked into states' election systems. After working with the Dept. of
Homeland Security, the FBI and the National Guard to secure the Colorado
voting system, said he stood by the state's results. 
  
Remember the faithless electors? Colorado secretary of state wants to bolster
rules banning them. - Denver Post 
 

Agriculture
  
Looking for local? Find farmers' markets in annual publication - Journal
Advocate 
  
As grass is greening and days are getting warmer, farmers' markets are
popping up across the state. The Colorado Department of Agriculture's 33rd
annual Colorado Farm Fresh Directory helps consumers find farmers' markets,
roadside stands, u-picks, wineries and agritourism activities. 
  
"If you are looking for local foods, Farm Fresh is the perfect guide," said
Wendy White, marketing specialist for the Colorado Department of
Agriculture. "We hope the publication helps connect consumers with local
producers." 
  
The 2017 Colorado Farm Fresh Directory features more than 200 farms,
ranches, roadside stands, u-picks and Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
programs as well as 100 farmers' markets across the state. Farm Fresh also
includes farms that offer tours, restaurants using local ingredients, wineries,
corn mazes, pumpkin patches and farm and ranch vacations. In addition, the
free directory includes county fairs, a crop calendar, food and agricultural
festivals and tips for picking Colorado produce. 
 

Economy
  
10 Colorado companies crack Fortune 500 list - ABC 7 
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Ten Colorado companies made the 2017 Fortune 500 List. The list, compiled
each year by Fortune Magazine, serves as a directory of sorts of the country’s
largest corporations by revenue. 
 

Education
  
Colorado will no longer give PARCC English and math tests, forging its own
path - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Colorado will begin shifting away from standardized tests developed as part
of a controversial multi-state effort and toward tests developed mostly by
Colorado educators. 
  
The move, one consequence of a contract announced Wednesday by the state
education department, will end Colorado’s membership in PARCC, one of two
multi-state testing collectives that were supposed to allow for easy
comparison across states but have fallen short of that promise. 
  
However, Colorado will likely keep using some PARCC questions in the math
and English tests given to students in grades three through eight, said Joyce
Zurkowski, the Colorado Department of Education’s executive director of
assessment. Doing so would ensure the state could track student academic
growth data and continue rating schools without pause. 
  
Town hall series to address teacher shortage in Colorado - Fox 21 
  
Adams 14 school improvement plan is back — with revisions — for key State
Board of Education vote - Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

Energy & Environment
  
Erie may require oil and gas operators to map their pipelines - Denver Post 
  
Erie may require oil and gas operators to map their pipelines throughout the
town, officials announced following a closed-door meeting late Tuesday
night, signaling the potential for heightened local regulation in the face of
political stasis at the state Capitol. 
  
Details of the proposal are scarce — trustees met in an executive session and
only discussed preliminary language for an ordinance, according to officials —
but precedent for the measure could exist under the town’s land-use powers,
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tools used by local governments to guide growth and development. 
  
The growing coexistence between fracking and development was spotlighted
in the wake of April’s deadly Firestone home explosion, which spurred
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation to shut down 3,000 wells across the state
and revived the conversation around stricter regulation along the Front
Range. 
 

Federal
  
Colorado officials give cold shoulder to Sessions request to let federal
prosecutors target medical marijuana industry - Colorado Politics 
  
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions wants Congress to allow federal
prosecutors to target legal medical marijuana providers, but Colorado
officials and members of the state’s congressional delegation say they like
things the way they are. 
  
In a May 1 letter to congressional leaders made public this week, Sessions
asks lawmakers to nullify the Rohrabacher-Farr Amendment, named after its
initial sponsors, a bipartisan budget measure in place since 2014 that forbids
the feds from interfering with the medical marijuana industry in certain
states where it’s legal. 
  
Sessions argues that it would be “unwise” to hamper the Department of
Justice from enforcing federal narcotics law, “particularly in the midst of an
historic drug epidemic and potentially long-term uptick in violent crime.” 
  
Ex-VA chief says he wasn’t told about Colorado hospital’s ballooning costs -
Denver Post 
 

Local Affairs
  
What’s going on with this crazy drug dog story in a Colorado low-income
housing complex? - Colorado Independent 
  
“I’ll go ahead and write this, because it apparently needs to be written: Low-
income people have the same rights as everyone else. Low-income people are
not the equivalent of tackling dummies, or lab rats or volunteers on some
police training course. You can’t use poor people to train your police dogs.” 
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So wrote The Washington Post’s criminal justice columnist Randy Balko last
week. He was talking about a local low-income housing authority in
Longmont, Colorado. 
  
The blunt remarks came after news first broke at ABC Denver7 on June 5 that
a resident in low-income housing in Longmont was worried police might
violate the constitutional rights of her neighbors after she saw a letter from
the Longmont Housing Authority stating police would accompany housing
management on searches of homes. 
 

2018 Race
  
Coffman to the rescue - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
Dems sending entire bench in governor race - Journal Advocate 
  
Governor candidates speak at Republican fundraiser - Center Post Dispatch 
  
Littwin: The governor’s race is so big that Democrats are sending in their entire
bench - Greeley Tribune 
  
Race already heating up for Polis' congressional seat after he announces
governorship candidacy - ABC 7 
  
Littwin: The governor’s race is so big that Democrats are sending in their entire
bench - Colorado Independent 
 

Of Note
  
SNL writer-turned-senator Al Franken talks Colorado politics ahead of Denver
stop - Denver Post 
  
Colorado’s top 10 breweries of 2016 by the numbers - Denver Post 
  
A stranger's kidney saved this Colorado woman's life - 9 News 
  
Colorado robotics team takes world championship, eyes next opponent -
Denver Post 
  
Zagat calls out 13 must-try barbecue joints in metro Denver - Denver Business
Journal 
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Uptick in gun sales rare good news for Colorado Parks and Wildlife, while it
lasts - Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado Classic routes announced for all stages - Fox 21 
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Term: 573

GOVERNOR
  
Final bills of legislative session signed into law – Aspen Public Radio 
Friday was the last day for Gov. John Hickenlooper to sign, veto or let bills
become law without his signature. He only vetoed two bills passed during the
legislative session, and the final bill he signed was controversial. 
  
The last measure was a bipartisan bill to reform how police departments
seize property when someone is suspected of committing a crime. The new
law still allows the practice – but it gives people more rights to get their
property and assets returned if they are not convicted. Democratic Sen.
Daniel Kagan of Cherry Hills Village said it’s about fairness. 
  
“Asset forfeiture should never be used as a tool as an easy tool to boost law
enforcement funding,” Kagan said. 
  
But law enforcement and local groups said it will hamper their ability to
combat crimes. Overall, state lawmakers passed 423 bills during the
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legislative session. That was more than 60 percent of the bills introduced and
it was a higher success rate for bills than the previous session. 
 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR LYNNE
  
Lieutenant governor: Cattlemen should be proud – Durango Herald 
Colorado’s farmers and ranchers may be going through some difficult times at
the moment, but they should be proud of how much the agricultural industry
means to the state’s economy. 
  
That according to Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne, who came to Grand Junction on
Tuesday to help celebrate the Colorado Cattlemen’s Association’s 150th
birthday. 
  
“You’re the vital part of many economies across the state and have been
consistently, decade after decade, generation after generation,” Lynne told
nearly 200 people at the association’s annual convention at the DoubleTree
Hotel. “You are a huge economic engine for us.” 
  
Agricultural exports in the state continue to do well, according to statistics
maintained by the Colorado Department of Agriculture. 
 

AEROSPACE
  
Operator license for Spaceport Colorado in Adams County could be less than a
year away – Denver Post 
Spaceport Colorado, the state’s greatest venture into space travel, is less
than a year away from learning whether the Federal Aviation Administration
will grant the facility a license to start launching people and satellites into
the heavens. 
  
FAA officials visiting Front Range Airport on Tuesday said the agency could
make a final determination on a launch site operator license for the 3,600-
acre airport southeast of Denver International Airport and 20 miles from
downtown Denver by early 2018. 
  
First, the agency needs to complete an environmental assessment of how
future space vehicle operations at Spaceport Colorado will affect noise levels,
air quality, historic and archaeological resources and lighting levels, among
other impacts. Details on how to manage airspace between Front Range and
DIA also must be scrutinized before a license is issued. 
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Some of those details were laid out for the public by FAA officials at a scoping
meeting for the proposed facility Tuesday evening. 
 

AGRICULTURE
  
Gardner’s sure got no beef with the end of China’s U.S. beef ban – Colorado
Politics 
Reminding voters he’s all in for international trade that benefits his home
state — even if his fellow Republican in the White House is a trade hawk  —
U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner issued a statement today welcoming the end of a 13-
year Chinese ban on U.S. beef imports: 
  
“As Chairman of the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on East Asia, the
Pacific, and International Cybersecurity, I am continuing to urge the Trump
Administration to explore new trade opportunities for America’s agriculture
community in Asia, and this is an important step forward … Colorado’s
farmers and ranchers will see positive economic gains from this decision, and
everyone involved with finally getting the ban removed should be
applauded.” 
  
Gardner’s office also noted in the accompanying news release: 
  
Gardner has long been a supporter of opening up new trade opportunities for
Colorado’s farmers and ranchers. He recently spoke on the Senate floor about
the agriculture crisis in America and explained how an increase in trade will
benefit Colorado’s agriculture community. 
 

COLORADO PROUD
  
Denver architect to design 9/11 visitor center at the Pentagon – Denver
Business Journal 
Fentress Architects of Denver has been selected to design a $75 million visitor
education center at the Pentagon. 
  
The 9/11 Pentagon Memorial Visitor Education Center will be a companion to
the 9/11 memorial that opened on the grounds of the U.S. Department of
Defense's headquarters in Arlington County, Virginia, on Sept. 11, 2008. 
 

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
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Three more Colorado communities receive state’s creative district designation –
Denver Post 
Manitou Springs, Steamboat Springs and Westwood, a Denver neighborhood,
were certified as creative districts Tuesday, joining 18 others in the state-
supported program to expand creative industries. 
  
Manitou Springs Creative District, Steamboat Springs Creative District and
Westwood Creative District in Denver were added to the Colorado Creative
Districts Program after a review panel evaluated applications and visited
finalists. Denver’s Art District on Santa Fe and the Salida Creative District
were also approved for re-certification. 
  
The Colorado Creative Districts Program was established in 2011 when the
Colorado General Assembly passed HB11-1031 to capitalize on the state’s
creative sector to enhance economic growth. The state-funded program
provides a $10,000 cash award from Colorado Creative Industries, Colorado’s
state arts agency,  that requires a 1:1 match by the district. The designation
also makes the districts eligible to apply for matching funds to support
strategic initiatives, according to Christy Costello, CCI Program Manager. 
 

ECONOMY
  
Can you guess Colorado’s largest employer? – FOX 31 
24/7 Wall Street recently released its ‘Largest Employer’ report. 
  
The report found hospital and university systems and Walmart are frequently
among the largest employers. 
  
It’s a little different in Colorado — where hospitals, universities and retail
chains are competing with an airport that is larger than some major cities. 
  
“Encompassing 53 square miles (137.8 square kilometers) of land, DEN is
twice the size of Manhattan Island, and is larger than the city boundaries of
Boston, Miami, or San Francisco,” the airport website states. 
 

EDUCATION
  
Officials tour the state looking for ideas to solve statewide teacher shortage –
Denver Post 
State education officials this week begin a statewide series of town hall

http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=9e9aa33b32&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=250705b55c&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=be8ee50faf&e=1398fbf492


meetings to gather information they can use to alleviate a severe teacher
shortage in Colorado. 
  
As many as 10 town halls are planned through summer, hosted by the
Colorado Department of Higher Education and Colorado Department of
Education. 
  
As many as 3,000 new teachers are needed to fill classroom slots across the
state. Many of the open positions are in rural schools. 
  
The first meetings are scheduled Wednesday in Ridgway and June 23 in
Parachute. Dates and times of other town halls will be announced through
summer. 
  
9News: CU chancellor suspended; football coach, athletics director
reprimanded following Tumpkin investigation (Video) – Denver Business
Journal 
The University of Colorado Board of Regents announced the findings Monday
of an inquiry into how CU Boulder officials handled domestic violence
allegations against then-assistant football coach Joe Tumpkin. 
  
Phil DiStefano given 10-day suspension in CU's Joe Tumpkin investigation –
Boulder Daily Camera 
  
Which Colorado school districts have the lowest vaccination rates? (Hint:
They’re not on the Front Range.) – Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Widefield School District 3 planning to bring two financing measures to
November ballot – Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
Fourteen Colorado schools have 100 percent vaccination rates. See if your
child’s school is one of them. – Denver Post 
  
Now is your chance to weigh in on how Colorado should reverse its teacher
shortage – Durango Herald 
  
A reality check on Polis’ plans to expand preschool, kindergarten: Pie in the
sky? – Colorado Politics 
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
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Q&A w/Todd Hartman: Thoughts on a journey from journalist to ‘spox’ –
Colorado Politics 
Todd Hartman has served as communications director at the Colorado
Department of Natural Resources since 2010; he also did media work for the
Governor’s Energy Office. Prior to 2009, he spent 24 years in daily print
journalism at four newspapers, including the Rocky Mountain News. For much
of his career as a journalist he specialized in environmental and energy
coverage. He was recognized with more than 10 national awards for reporting
projects, including several related to energy and water issues in the West.
Hartman holds a bachelor’s degree in history from the University of Colorado
and later spent an academic fellowship year studying environmental issues,
also at CU. He lives in Thornton with his wife Sherry, an undisclosed number
of cats and a border collie and enjoys frequent drop-ins from two adult sons
who really just want a beer from the fridge. 
  
Natural gas found in western Colorado home, water well – Denver Post 
State officials say natural gas has been found in a home and an abandoned
water well in the western Colorado town of De Beque. 
  
The Grand Junction Daily Sentinel reported Tuesday the Colorado Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission is investigating the source. Officials say tests show
the gas doesn’t contain mercaptan, a compound added during the refining
process to give gas a recognizable odor. 
  
Authorities are plugging the well. 
  
Officials say a ventilation system is keeping gas levels below combustible
levels in the house and the occupants have decided to stay there during the
investigation. 
  
Blast backlash hangs over drillers as `fractivists' seek limits – Standard
Examiner 
  
Federal sage grouse policy: Trump administration calls for review – Powell
Tribune 
  
Officials: What Colorado can do better following fatal Firestone gas explosion –
Denver Business Journal (Full article below) 
The chain of events that led to the April 17 fatal home explosion in Firestone,
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killing two men and critically injuring a woman, was unique, Matt Lepore,
Colorado’s top oil and gas official, said Monday. 
  
“At my core, I think what happened in Firestone was a confluence of a
number of specific circumstances that spans 18 years, of which — had it not
happened or something slightly different happened — that this [the explosion]
may never have happened,” said Lepore, the executive director of the
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC), during the regular
monthly meeting of the commission, which was in Meeker in northwestern
Colorado. 
  
The Trump administration’s false coal stats, explained – Colorado Independent 
  
Investigators Find EPA Had No Rules For Work At Risky Mines Like Gold King
– CPR 
  
 Rivers in U.S. West turn dangerous as days warm, snow thaws – Durango
Herald 
  
Durango added to Colo. cities united against climate change – Durango Herald 
 

FEDERAL
  
All four Democratic members of Colorado’s delegation join emoluments lawsuit
against Trump – Colorado Politics 
Every Democratic member of Congress from Colorado has signed on to a
federal lawsuit charging President Donald Trump with accepting
“emoluments,” or benefits, from foreign states without obtaining the
approval of Congress, in violation of the U.S. Constitution. 
  
U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet and U.S. Reps. Diana DeGette, Jared Polis and Ed
Perlmutter are among the 196 lawmakers — all Democrats — who had joined
the lawsuit by late Tuesday night, according to a copy of the 37-page filing
posted online by the firm handling the lawsuit, the Constitutional
Accountability Center. It’s the most members of Congress ever to have sued
the president in the same legal action, organizers said. 
  
Sen. Michael Bennet, others decry decision to bar journalists from on-camera
interviews at U.S. Capitol – Denver Post 
Reporters were abruptly barred on Tuesday morning from conducting on-
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camera interviews in the hallways of U.S. Capitol, drawing swift
condemnation from reporters and some lawmakers, including Colorado’s U.S.
Sen. Michael Bennet. 
  
“The attacks by the president on the free press have been outrageous,”
Bennet said in a video statement posted to his Twitter account. “And now for
the majority in the Senate to bar reporters from their customary places … is a
further attack and it can’t stand.” 
  
The Washington Post reports journalists were told to stop filming interviews
in Senate hallways Tuesday, a dramatic break with tradition as lawmakers
face pressure to respond to journalists’ inquiries about President Donald
Trump, health care legislation and other matters. 
  
The Post, citing correspondents from major television networks, said staff
from the Senate Radio and Television Gallery told them they could no longer
conduct impromptu interviews with lawmakers in the hallways without prior
authorization from the Senate Rules Committee and the lawmakers’ own
staff. 
  
Congressional Democrats to file emoluments lawsuit against Trump – Denver
Post 
Nearly 200 Democratic members of Congress agreed to file a lawsuit
Wednesday against President Donald Trump alleging that by retaining
interests in a global business empire he has violated constitutional
restrictions on taking gifts and benefits from foreign leaders. 
  
The lead senator filing the complaint in federal district court, Sen. Richard
Blumenthal, D-Conn., said Tuesday that the lawsuit has already drawn more
congressional plaintiffs – 196 – than any legal action previously taken against
a president. No Republicans have yet joined in the lawsuit, although they will
be invited to do so, Blumenthal said. 
  
Trump tells senators House-passed health care bill is “mean” – Denver Post 
 

HEALTH
  
Report: Colorado Slips In Child Well-Being – CBS 4 
According to this year’s Kids Count Data Book, Colorado ranks 22nd overall for
child well-being but fell in another key area. 
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Colorado fell from 12th to 16th in the report’s economic category because
more than 180,000 children in the state live in families struggling to make
ends meet. 
 

LEGISLATURE
  
Colorado Democrats Williams and Pettersen get kudos from Americans for
Prosperity – Colorado Politics 
The conservative, tax-hating political operation called Americans for
Prosperity has done the unexpected: lauded two Democrats in the Colorado
statehouse, Rep. Brittany Pettersen of Lakewood and Sen. Angela Williams of
Denver. 
  
The two will be thanked in an upcoming ad campaign, along with two
Republicans, Sens. Owen Hill of Colorado Springs and Rep. Lang Sias of
Arvada, for sponsoring of House Bill 1375, which divides up public school
funding equitably, funding charter schools the same as any other public
school. 
  
Americans for Prosperity is the political arm of the conservative donor
network led by billionaire businessmen Charles and David Koch, public
enemies number one and two of the political left. Pettersen is a candidate
for Congressional District 7, and her soon-to-be husband, Ian Silverii, leads
ProgressNow Colorado, the state’s largest liberal advocacy organization. 
  
Williams, a former state representative, is a young rising star in her party
who is expected to be a candidate for higher office. 
 

LOCAL AFFAIRS
  
Key goal of Colorado’s affordable-housing quest: Preserving what already
exists – Denver Business Journal (See full article below) 
As metro Denver continues to grapple with the issue of affordable housing,
preserving the existing stock of income-restricted units is an ongoing priority
for those at both the state and local levels. 
  
In Denver, there are 25,000 income-restricted units, most of which are for-
rent, said Laura Brudzynski, community development representative for the
Denver Office of Economic Development. But by the city's count, the contract
or covenant keeping 2,000 for-rent units income-restricted could expire in
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the next five years if no steps are taken. 
  
Similarly, 22,000 units statewide are at risk of losing their income-restricted
status over the next decade, according to data collected by the Colorado
Housing and Finance Authority (CHFA). 
  
A big part of the effort to retain the affordability components of these units
is outreach and education, Brudzynski said. Property owners have an array of
options, including financing mechanisms that allow them to take advantage of
coveted tax credits if they agree to maintain their properties as income-
restricted. 
  
Durango officials will consider campground for homeless – Durango Herald 
 

MARIJUANA
  
Sorting Through the Harvest of Marijuana Bills Passed by the Colorado
Legislature – Westword 
It's been a busy few months for Governor John Hickenlooper's right hand,
which has signed over 400 bills from the latest legislative session into law
since February 21, the last on June 6. Fifteen marijuana-related bills were
put in front of him during that span, most of which received the governor's
signature. The new laws address a wide array of issues in commercial and
medical marijuana, industrial hemp and the gray and black markets. Here's a
breakdown on each marijuana-related bill passed by the Colorado Legislature
in 2017, the actions that Hickenlooper took on them, and when (and if) they'll
become effective. 
  
Former marijuana enforcement officer, entrepreneur indicted in massive
Colorado trafficking ring - Cannabist 
A former Colorado marijuana enforcement officer and a Denver-based
marijuana entrepreneur already the target of fraud allegations were indicted
in connection with a suspected massive illegal marijuana trafficking ring that
operated throughout the state. 
  
A grand jury cast a wider net after the March indictments of 16 people in an
allegedly illegal marijuana trafficking ring led by Michael Stonehouse, and on
June 7 indicted former Colorado marijuana enforcement officer Renee Rayton
and three others. According to court records and the indictment obtained by
The Cannabist, warrants were filed for the arrest of Rayton; entrepreneur
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Scott Pack, whose businesses Harmony Green LLC and HGCO LLC also were
charged; and Travis Bridle and John Edward Loos, both growers and suspected
middlemen in the operation. 
  
Pack, whose businesses hold 14 marijuana licenses, played a “pivotal” role in
the Stonehouse drug-trafficking organization responsible for illegally
producing and selling millions of dollars worth of marijuana across state lines,
according to the grand jury’s indictment. Earlier this year — in a lawsuit first
reported in April by Denver Westword — Pack and Rudy Saenz, who was
indicted in March, were sued by former investors who claimed they lost close
to $1 million because of the duo’s fraudulent scheme. 
  
Investigators claim that Rayton, a former Pitkin County Sheriff’s deputy who
joined Colorado’s MED in 2015, left her enforcement division job in the fall of
2016 after Pack offered her a 6-month, $8,000-per-month position as a
compliance consultant. She started working for Pack — and pocketing cash
from illegal operations — barely two weeks after leaving her post,
investigators allege, in violation of state licensing policies requiring a six-
month “cooling off” period before former employees can work in an industry
related to their oversight. 
  
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein: “From a legal and scientific
perspective, marijuana is an unlawful drug.” – Cannabist 
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein appeared before the Senate and
House Appropriations committees Tuesday to discuss the Justice
Department’s budget, and was faced with questions on law enforcement, the
investigation into Russia’s influence on the 2016 election and a question on
the Department’s stance on marijuana. 
  
Rosenstein’s testimony is especially relevant given the revelation that
Sessions has requested congressional leaders to undo federal medical
marijuana protections that have been in place since 2014, specifically an
amendment contained within the federal spending bill. The amendment,
previously known as “Rohrabacher-Farr,” now co-sponsored by Rep. Dana
Rohrabacher, R-California and Rep. Earl Blumenauer, D-Oregon, prevents the
Justice Department from using funds to hinder the implementation of medical
marijuana laws in U.S. states and territories. 
  
Jeff Sessions has asked Congress to allow him to prosecute medical marijuana
providers – Cannabist 
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Attorney General Jeff Sessions is asking congressional leaders to undo federal
medical marijuana protections that have been in place since 2014, according
to a May letter that became public Monday. 
  
The protections, known as the Rohrabacher-Farr amendment, prohibit the
Justice Department from using federal funds to prevent certain states “from
implementing their own State laws that authorize the use, distribution,
possession or cultivation of medical marijuana.” 
  
Former Colorado pot officer, entrepreneur charged in trafficking ring – Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
Social marijuana use in Denver: Residents and business owners divided on
rules and regulations at public hearing – Denver Post 
                                                         

OF NOTE
  
Mike Pence to speak in Colorado Springs for Focus on the Family’s 40th
anniversary celebration – Denver Post 
Vice President Mike Pence will speak at Focus on the Family in Colorado
Springs later this month as part of the organization’s 40th anniversary
celebrations, continuing his ongoing support of the group’s fierce pro-life
stance and work against policies supporting the LGBTQ community. 
  
“He plans to speak about a range of issues that affect families in the United
States,” Allison Meggers, a Focus on the Family spokeswoman, said of Pence’s
June 23 visit. 
  
Meggers said the event will be closed to the public due to limited seating,
though members of the media will be allowed to attend. The Gazette was
first to report the speech. 
  
The views of Pence and Focus on the Family have long been aligned, with the
organization backing him on various contentious social issues. 
  
TSA tests using fingerprints as boarding passes at Denver International Airport
– Denver Post 
 

PARKS & WILDLIFE
  
Colorado’s rarest fish: greenback cutthroats endure electro-zapping, netting
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and squeezing as biologists try to save state fish from extinction – Denver Post 
Some slippery, spotted greenback cutthroat trout — Colorado’s long-lost and
imperiled state fish — took a hit for their species Tuesday morning. 
  
Not that the trout, lolling in a shady mountain creek southwest of Colorado
Springs, had a choice. 
  
They endured five Colorado Parks and Wildlife biologists sloshing into their
already-degraded habitat to collect genetic material – eggs and milt – as part
of an unprecedented ecological rescue. CPW’s Cory Noble lugged a 30-pound
LR-24 Electrofisher strapped to his back, beeping like a backing-up beer
truck, red light flashing, shooting electricity into the water. Cutthroats
stunned by the electricity found themselves netted and then squeezed by
CPW senior aquatic biologist Josh Nehring. 
  
“It’s a female,” he said, grabbing one and massaging her pale-yellow belly
with his thumb. “I got one egg out of her.” 
  
Colorado pushes effort to preserve threatened greenback trout species on Bear
Creek – Colorado Springs Gazette 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  
Dead Dog Fire now 10 percent contained in Northwest Colorado = Denver Post 
  
Dead Dog fire in northwestern Colorado now 16,470 acres – Denver Post 
The Dead Dog fire, burning on Colorado’s Western Slope, has more than
doubled in size since Monday, scorching an estimated 16,470 acres by noon on
Tuesday. 
  
The fire threatens a railroad siding used by the Deserado Mine, a coal mine
owned by the Blue Mountain Energy Company in the Rangely area, said Dawn
Sanchez, fire information officer with the Northwest Colorado Fire
Management Unit. 
  
Fifty people were evacuated from the mine on Monday evening, Sanchez said. 
  
“The company has people working with our emergency personnel” to protect
its property, she said. The mine itself is several miles from the fire, and is
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not threatened. 
 

SECRETARY OF STATE
  
Colorado not part of newly alleged Russian cyberattacks on U.S. election
infrastructure, officials say – Denver Post 
Hackers poke and prod Colorado’s election infrastructure on a regular basis,
but the state doesn’t appear to be among the dozens across the U.S. cited in
a news report Tuesday as being targeted by Russian computer experts in the
months leading up to the 2016 election. 
  
“To our knowledge, we don’t think they were targeting Colorado,” said
Trevor Timmons, chief information officer for the Colorado secretary of
state’s office. “We didn’t see any (attempted infiltration from Russian
groups). We got what looked like some standard type of activity, but we
didn’t see concerted intrusion attempts from those Russian-affiliated
groups.” 
  
Timmons said the Colorado secretary of state’s office, which oversees
elections and voting in the state, was warned about two specific internet
protocol — or IP — addresses linked to Russian cyber attackers as well as their
methods of attempted intrusions. Cybersecurity officials kept close tabs on
the state’s voter systems, looking for any signs of those intruders, but didn’t
find anything of particular concern. 
  
The office was responding to a Bloomberg News report Tuesday that Russian
hackers tried to hit election-related in as many as 39 states. The news service
says in Illinois, there were signs hackers even tried to delete or alter voter
data. 
  
'No Elections Anywhere' In Colorado Were Hacking Targets, Secretary Of State
Says – CPR 
  
Officials: Colorado’s election infrastructure not among 39 states’ reportedly hit
by Russian cyber attack – Colorado Politics 
 

TRANSPORTATION
  
Blackfeet Lighting sues RTD over failed Smart Card system – Denver Post 
Colorado-based Blackfeet Lighting and Electrical Technologies has sued the
Regional Transportation District over a $10 million Smart Card system
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claiming the small minority-owned company was shortchanged hundreds of
thousands of dollars. 
  
Long-awaited testing of RTD train to Arvada, Wheat Ridge is set to resume –
Denver Business Journal 
 

2018 ELECTION
  
Joe Neguse declares run for Jared Polis’ seat in Congress – Denver Post 
Democrat Joe Neguse on Tuesday made official his bid for Colorado’s 2nd
Congressional District, telling The Denver Post that his concerns about
climate change and the policies of President Donald Trump spurred him to run
for the heavily Democratic seat. 
  
In preparation for the campaign, Neguse is resigning from his job as executive
director of the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies — effective June
26 — and he shored up support from a long list of elected officials, notably
former state House Speaker Dickey Lee Hullinghorst and current state Senate
Minority Leader Lucía Guzmán. 
  
The slate of endorsements, coupled with a liberal platform that conforms to a
district with a big Democratic base, likely will give Neguse an early boost in
the race to replace U.S. Rep. Jared Polis, D-Boulder, who this week
announced a run for governor. 
  
At least two other Democrats have declared their interest: gun-control
activists Ken Toltz and Shannon Watts. The Republican field still is in flux,
though it’s expected Gino Campana, a former Fort Collins city council
member, soon will declare his candidacy. 
  
Littwin: The governor’s race is so big that Democrats are sending in their entire
bench – Colorado Independent 
  
Democrat Joe Neguse launches bid for 2nd Congressional District seat: ‘It’s up
to us to fight back’ – Colorado Politics 
  
Neguse resigning as DORA executive director, running for Congress – 9 News 
  
Former CU regent Neguse to run for Colorado's 2nd CD to oppose Trump
agenda – Colorado Springs Gazette 
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Republican Victor Mitchell trying to raise his profile from ‘lowest name ID’ for
Colorado governor – Colorado Politics 
  
National group touts Jason Crow’s Army service in his 6th CD bid against Mike
Coffman – Colorado Politics 
  
Dem guv hopefuls pledge fuel goals – Durango Herald 
 

FULL ARTICLES
  
Officials: What Colorado can do better following fatal Firestone gas explosion –
Denver Business Journal (Full article below) 
The chain of events that led to the April 17 fatal home explosion in Firestone,
killing two men and critically injuring a woman, was unique, Matt Lepore,
Colorado’s top oil and gas official, said Monday. 
  
“At my core, I think what happened in Firestone was a confluence of a
number of specific circumstances that spans 18 years, of which — had it not
happened or something slightly different happened — that this [the explosion]
may never have happened,” said Lepore, the executive director of the
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC), during the regular
monthly meeting of the commission, which was in Meeker in northwestern
Colorado. 
  
“I don’t think it’s commonplace or endemic,” he said. 
  
But, he said, there are areas the state can address — such as bringing older
equipment, specifically abandoned flow lines left in the field, up to current
standards requiring that they be cut off below ground. That’s been the
state’s requirement since 2001. 
  
Lepore’s comments came during a discussion by the commission of the actions
taken by the COGCC since the day of the fatal explosion at 6312 Twilight
Ave., in the Oak Meadows neighborhood in Firestone. 
  
They represent the first detailed public comments he’s made on the
explosion and aftermath since May 2, shortly after local Firestone officials
said their investigation concluded that the explosion was caused by raw
natural gas that had leaked through a supposedly abandoned pipe line from
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an old well about 178 feet from the home. 
  
Hours after the explosion, the line was found still attached to the well — with
the valve on it, and the valve in the ‘open’ position, allowing gas to flow
through the line, Lepore said. 
  
Lepore’s presentation highlighted the urgency felt by the COGCC staff,
Colorado’s oil and operators, and subcontractors to figure out what
happened, if natural gas had spread beyond the home that exploded, and the
steps that could be taken to ensure it never happen again. 
  
Fire officials on May 2 said the line extended to a point about six feet away
from the home and raw natural gas, which is colorless and odorless, seeped
through the line, through the soil and into the home through French drains. 
  
The well was drilled in 1993 and was on its fourth owner, Anadarko Petroleum
Corp., (NYSE: APC) one of Colorado’s biggest oil and gas companies. The
home was built in 2015 and in compliance with the city of Firestone’s
requirements that new homes be at least 150 feet away from existing wells. 
  
Anadarko announced on April 26 that it had shut down its more than 3,000
vertical wells in the Denver-Julesburg Basin for inspection due to the
explosion. It’s working with state and federal officials on the investigation
and aftermath, and has offered to buy methane detectors for nervous
residents in the Oak Meadows subdivision. 
  
Lepore walked through a presentation the COGCC made to the Oak Meadows
Homewners Association on May 24 outlining the agency’s reaction to the
explosion and also discussed the statewide order, issued May 2, by his office
and Gov. John Hickenlooper to Colorado’s oil and gas companies to
immediately start inspecting flow lines within 1,000 feet of homes. 
  
The National Transportation Safety Board is currently leading the
investigation, due to the potential for national implications, a spokesman has
said. 
  
On April 17, homeowner Mark Martinez, 42, was killed in the disaster in
Firestone’s Oak Meadows neighborhood, as was his wife Erin’s brother, Joseph
William “Joey” Irwin III, also 42, of Frederick. Erin Martinez was critically
injured in the blast, and their 11-year-old son, who was injured, was treated



and released from a hospital. The couple’s daughter was not at home at the
time. 
  
Authorities have said the two men were working on a water heater in the
basement of the home at the time of the explosion. 
  
COGCC staff responded to the site on April 18, the day after the explosion,
and the agency currently is a party to the NTSB investigation, Lepore said. 
  
Initial supposition the day of the fire focused on the possibility that the water
heater had exploded, but by the end of the next day, April 18, Lepore said
the COGCC learned that a small, one-inch plastic pipe was “associated with
that well, that it was connected at the well, and ... [its] terminus was
uncertain,” Lepore said. 
  
The pipeline, in industry jargon, was known as a “return flow line,” which is
used to funnel natural gas from a separating unit back to a well to be used to
power equipment at the wellsite, making the wellsite operations self
sufficient. 
  
A 1999 sketch of the plan for the Oak Meadows subdivision, part of the
COGCC presentation, indicates the line followed a path through the
subdivision and was marked for relocation. 
  
But the COGCC doesn’t have any documentation that the line was abandoned
— such documents, called Form 42s, have only been required since 2005,
according to a COGCC spokesman. 
  
In the early days of the investigation, investigators traced the path of the
crucial plastic flow line using metal detectors to track a larger, metal 2-inch
pipeline that ran next to it, Lepore said. 
  
The COGCC also hired Apogee Scientific Inc., based in Sheridan, to drive
sniffer trucks through the neighborhood looking for methane, Lepore said. 
  
In areas where those results indicated a closer look was needed — LT
Environmental Inc., based in Arvada, took soil samples, Greg Deranleau, the
COGCC’s environmental manager, told the commissioners. 
  
On May 5, a few days after the inspection order was given, Lepore and the



COGCC staff met with representatives from energy companies to discuss it. 
  
“It was clear that operators were very willing to engage in the process, that
they felt what we were asking was appropriate and that they’d bring the
necessary resources to bear to get this work done,” Lepore told the
commissioners. 
  
That same day, Lepore said the COGCC received results of soil samples
indicating there was another pocket of gas in the neighborhood, along the
Oak Meadows Boulevard west of where the home had exploded. 
  
The flow line at the center of the investigation had a T connection in it, with
another segment leading to the west and under the road, Lepore said. 
  
That line also had been cut at some point during development of the
neighborhood, and gas had leaked through this section also, he said. 
  
“There was a very concentrated area of methane there,” Lepore said. 
  
“We immediately sampled south of the residential homes along Twilight
Avenue and [the results] came back just a tick or two above background
levels. We communicated that to the Firestone fire district and determined
the results were so low that they were evidence that the methane [pocket]
that existed a few hundred feet to the south was not expanding,” Lepore
said. 
  
Anadarko also was doing its own surveys, with the COGCC and Anadarko
sharing their results, Deranleau said. 
  
To get rid of the gas near the road, vent wells were drilled in early May to
encourage the gas to flow out of the soil and into the air. A secondary system
called “soil vapor extraction” or SVE, was set up in mid-May to speed the
process by creating negative pressure to actively pull the gas out of the soil,
Lepore and Deranleau said. 
  
It worked, he said. 
  
“Initial monitoring indicates they’ve been successfully removing the
hydrocarbons,” Deranleau said, adding that more than 1,400 pounds of
hydrocarbons had been vented from the soil around the road as of May 31. 



  
Monitoring systems were also set up around the road and near the homes, and
checked daily. But methane levels in the soil haven’t risen, Deranleau said. 
  
“This is what we expected to see,” he said, adding that monitoring will
continue “to make sure that nothing is left in the ground.” 
  
Deranleau said Anadarko’s environmental, health and safety group worked
closely with the COGCC team. 
  
“They really did everything that was asked of them immediately,” he said.
“There was no push back. They were extremely helpful and good to work
with.” 
  
That response extended beyond Anadarko to the other contractors COGCC
hired, Deranleau said. 
  
“The folks we hired — LT Environmental, site services, Dolan Integration
Group [in Westminster] and Apogee — they all dropped everything to help us
out. The support we got was great,” he said. 
  
For instance, Dolan typically has “a 100 percent markup” when rushing
samples through its lab, “and they knocked that off for us. And the drilling
contractor, usually they say they can be there in two weeks but they were
out there the same day,” Deranleau said. 
  
Lepore also discussed the state’s order to energy companies to check the
status of abandoned flow lines at wells and report the location information
for lines within 1,000 feet of homes by May 30, and also pressure test those
lines by June 30 to ensure they don’t have leaks. 
  
“The purpose of that was to make sure nothing like this [fatal explosion in
Firestone] ever happens again,” Lepore said. 
  
The COGCC estimates that about 15,000 wells statewide lie within 1,000 feet
of homes. By the May 30 deadline, energy companies had given the COGCC
information on more than 16,000 wells— some of them up to 1,500 feet away
from homes, state officials said. 
  
Lepore said COGCC staff are working on the data to ensure all the wells near



homes have been inspected. 
  
Part of the order focused on marking previously abandoned pipelines and
bringing them up to current standards. 
  
Since 2001, the COGCC has required energy companies to sever abandoned
lined at the well site below ground — so they can’t be seen or mistaken for
active lines. The order requires energy companies to clearly mark any
abandoned flow lines still visible and remove valves or lock them in the off
position — so that it’s clear that they’re not to be used until the companies
can sever the lines below ground. 
  
The reason for that can be seen in an image of the old well near the Firestone
home that the COGCC showed during a press conference on May 2. The image
shows two abandoned lines sticking up above the ground near the wellhead
that was 178 feet from the home. 
  
One of those lines was clearly severed from the well in the image — cut and
capped. The other line — the one-inch return line linked to the explosion —
was attached to the well and had a shiny, silver-colored valve on it. 
  
Lepore said the valve was found in the open position. 
  
“On the night of the incident, when Anadarko arrived on the scene, the
person who arrived on the scene has said in a videotaped interview that the
valve was open and he closed it,” Lepore said. 
  
“So it would have been open,” he said. 
  
COGCC records and statements indicate the well was shut off for all of 2016
and turned back on — allowing gas to flow — on January 28, 2017. 
  
The May 2 order also requires pressure testing on the flow lines within 1,000
feet of homes. The tests are required to be done annually for lines that have
at least 15 pounds per pressure in them, but return lines typically aren’t
included in those tests, Lepore said. 
  
That’s likely to change in the future as new rules are implemented, Lepore
said. 
  



“If that pressure test had been done at this well, there would have been no
pressure [in the test results] and that would have told you that something was
wrong,” Lepore said. 
  
Responding to questions from the commission, Lepore said he expects the
location information — essentially the coordinates of the start and end points
of the flow lines — to be made public. He said he also expects “robust
conversations in our future about mapping flow lines” — or where the lines go
between A and B. 
  
Asked about setbacks, or buffer zones, between wells and homes, Lepore
reiterated a statement he’s made before: “We [the COGCC] have authority
over [the setbacks of] new wells to existing buildings. We don’t have
authority over [the distance between] new buildings to existing wells” 
  
In Colorado, local authorities set the minimum distance between new homes
and old wells. 
  
Ultimately, Lepore said the May 2 order was designed to focus on factors
officials believe played a part of the Firestone explosion and could be
countered, Lepore said. 
  
For instance, capping severed, abandoned lines below grade — a requirement
since 2001, but not a retroactive requirement until the May 2 order — ensures
the line can’t be reattached to a well. 
  
“These facilities change hands over time,” Lepore said. 
  
“One of the factors here is that there were four different operators.
Institutional knowledge changes. Personnel change. The [order] addresses
things like that,” he said. 
  
As for changes in the future, maps of flow lines are likely to be discussed but
— Lepore cautioned — a map “doesn’t solve all our ills.” 
  
“This is an opportunity to raise performance both among the regulated
community and among ourselves,” he said. 
  
Key goal of Colorado’s affordable-housing quest: Preserving what already
exists – Denver Business Journal (See full article below) 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=909952d45f&e=1398fbf492


As metro Denver continues to grapple with the issue of affordable housing,
preserving the existing stock of income-restricted units is an ongoing priority
for those at both the state and local levels. 
  
In Denver, there are 25,000 income-restricted units, most of which are for-
rent, said Laura Brudzynski, community development representative for the
Denver Office of Economic Development. But by the city's count, the contract
or covenant keeping 2,000 for-rent units income-restricted could expire in
the next five years if no steps are taken. 
  
Similarly, 22,000 units statewide are at risk of losing their income-restricted
status over the next decade, according to data collected by the Colorado
Housing and Finance Authority (CHFA). 
  
A big part of the effort to retain the affordability components of these units
is outreach and education, Brudzynski said. Property owners have an array of
options, including financing mechanisms that allow them to take advantage of
coveted tax credits if they agree to maintain their properties as income-
restricted. 
  
In 2015, the Denver City Council passed revisions to the housing preservation
ordinance that require that the city be notified a full year before a building's
income-restricted status expires and is given first right of refusal to match an
offer to buy a property. 
  
Owners are generally receptive to conversations about keeping their
properties affordable, Brudzynski said, estimating that about 75 percent of
those approached are favorable to the idea. 
  
The City and County of Denver is part of the Housing Preservation Network
(HPN), a program launched by CHFA in 2016 to focus on preserving the state's
existing affordable housing stock. 
  
In its first year, the network's efforts have resulted in the preservation of
4,977 affordable rental units statewide by supporting property improvements
and extending rental assistance and affordability contracts. 
  
“The creation of HPN and the commitment to affordable housing preservation
is extremely timely. Affordability restriction expirations and the aging of
properties are occurring simultaneously — meanwhile, Colorado is in a



housing crisis,” said Beth Truby, CHFA preservation program manager. 
  
"HPN is focused on implementing solutions to keep as many units affordable
as possible, and sustain affordable rental properties to ensure they remain
safe, decent places to live for several more decades,” Truby said. 
  
Preserving affordable units was often mentioned in conversations preceding
the September passage of a Denver ordinance authorizing the creation of a
$150 million affordable housing fund in the city, and continues to be included
in the discussions that will form Denver's Comprehensive Housing Plan. 
  
The plan's creation was ordered as part of the same ordinance that
authorized the housing fund. The plan is still in the development stages and
should be brought before the city council in September, said Rick Padilla,
director of housing and neighborhood development at Denver OED. 
  
A presentation from the June 1 meeting of the city's housing advisory
committee indicates that the body is reviewing results of a survey sent to
stakeholders and focus group discussions. 
  
A projected budget for 2017 included in the presentation shows that of the
roughly $15.5 million expected to be spent out of the city's housing fund, $11
million is earmarked for unit development and preservation, although there is
no further breakdown indicating where the money will go from there. 
  
The budget is preliminary, as 2017 is only half over, and is subject to change
throughout the year, an OED spokesperson said.

Shelby Wieman 
Deputy Press Secretary 

 
P 303.866.4640 |  

136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
shelby.wieman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

     

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=bc000f4030&e=1398fbf492
tel:(303)%20866-4640
mailto:shelby.wieman@state.co.us
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=9af5540291&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=df3f3feab9&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=94ab154061&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=817a5682a5&e=1398fbf492


Copyright © 2017 Colorado Governor's Office, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you are signed up for the daily JWH Clips message from the Office
of Governor John W. Hickenlooper. If you wish to continue receiving these emails, please opt in via this

email. 

Our mailing address is: 
Colorado Governor's Office

136 State Capitol, Room 127
Denver, Colorado 80203

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/vcard?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=943752d706
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/profile?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=943752d706&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/unsubscribe?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=943752d706&e=1398fbf492&c=2a9218efa8


View this email in your browser

JWH Clips: Saturday, June 3, 2017 | Term: 584

 
GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

  
  
Bookmark this: Colorado launches online guide to 39,000 miles of every kind of
trail - Denver Post 
  
After two years of intensive planning, Gov. John Hickenlooper on Friday will
unveil a comprehensive online map of more than 39,000 miles of trails across
Colorado. 
  
Spanning 226 jurisdictions, the interactive map — at cpw.state.co.us/cts —
marks the first run at gathering every hiking, biking and multi-use trail in
Colorado in a single location. For years that trail info has been stitched across
a patchwork of websites, field offices and guidebooks. 
  
The Colorado Trail Explorer, developed by Colorado Parks and Wildlife,
includes 17,099 trails and 1,431 trailheads. The mapped trails include 5,683
miles of hiking trails, 6,821 miles of mountain biking trails, 24,906 miles of
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motorized trails and unpaved roads, and 1,746 miles of paved bike trails. 
  
And that’s just the start. 
  
  
This map shows all of the trails in Colorado - KUSA 
New online interactive map shows every kind of trail in Colorado - KDVR 
  
  
Best for Colorado initiative highlights companies that do more than make a
profit - Denver Business Journal 
  
The premise is simple: The best companies are ones that benefit people and
communities in addition to shareholders. 
  
On June 8, an effort will formally kick off in Colorado to find the companies
that best embody the principles of so-called "B" corporations — for-profit
companies that put community involvement alongside financial prosperity to
achieve overall benefits for society. 
  
About 125 companies in Colorado are already participating in what's being
called the "Best for Colorado Challenge" an effort to identify, measure and
highlight the ways businesses engage with their communities. 
  
“Businesses in Colorado have an incredible power and opportunity to be an
agent of change against the economic and social challenges that our workers
and communities face. I am encouraged that so many businesses have already
stepped up, and I urge others to join them now,” said Gov. John
Hickenlooper, who will host a gathering at the governor's mansion June 8 to
kick off the effort. 
  
  
Editorial: Cynthia Coffman right to appeal harmful decision on oil and gas
regulation - Denver Post 
  
Using teenagers as plaintiffs, extremist opponents of oil and gas development
are playing a clever shell game. By arguing that the state must elevate public
and environmental protections in its extraction regulations, the activists are
making an emotional appeal that vastly overlooks the real-world complexities
at play. 
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With the recent deadly explosions in Firestone and near Mead, fighting
against a rule change that elevates public safety must rank near the top of
bad ideas for elected officials to adopt. But the battle is a cynical one, and
the state should push back with all it has. 
  
Maybe the timing is the explanation, but we’re puzzled by Gov. John
Hickenlooper’s decision to step away from this battle over how the state’s oil
and gas commission does its work. 
  
We’re surprised that the otherwise reliable industry defender (Hickenlooper,
a former oil and gas geologist, has said he once drank fracking fluid to
demonstrate its safety) has decided to sit this one out. For the battle is worth
fighting. 
  
  
Colorado sex assault and stalking victims can break their residential leases
under law signed by Hickenlooper - Denver Post 
Students Learn How Bill Becomes Law From Gov. Hickenlooper - KCNC 
Zansberg: Colorado’s Open Records Act much improved - Coloradoan 
Colorado Blazes Low-Emissions, High-Employment Energy Pathway -
RealClearEnergy 
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
Rep. Lundeen: Make roads and bridges a priority - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
Each year for the past 10 years Colorado state spending has grown, on
average, by more than a billion dollars per year. We've gone from just over
$17 billion in state spending in 2007 to $28.3 billion in the budget just signed
by the governor. Yet our roads and bridges crumble, and traffic routinely
grinds to a congested stop on our key roadways. 
  
Conservative legislators offered amendments to this year's budget to shake
loose some cash for roads. I offered two amendments, which combined would
have redirected more than $315 million for roads and bridges. 
  
While it's disappointing that both failed in the Democratic-controlled House,
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the point is that such a redirection of funds is not mathematically impossible.
It's a question of priorities and the politics around choosing those priorities. 
  
So what has been the policy choice and where does the money go? Between
the 2007 budget and this year's, the Health Care Policy and Financing
Department, whose most expensive job is managing Medicaid, has grown 178
percent from $3.5 billion to just a tick under $10 billion. 
  
 

AGRICULTURE
  
  
DEA seeks dismissal of hemp industry lawsuit fighting drug code for
“marihuana extracts” - Cannabist 
  
 

#COLORADOPROUD
  
  
7 Colorado destinations that offer thrills, chills - Colorado Springs Gazette 
9 things to do in Colorado this weekend - KUSA 
Whitewater rafting in Colorado: Everything you need to know before you go -
Know 
9 ways you can help restore Colorado trails - KUSA 
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
DIA would pay more than $1 billion over 34 years in deal for massive terminal
renovation, chief says - Denver Post 
The future of Denver's airport: Officials offer the first public peek at a renovated
Great Hall - Denver Business Journal 
Colorado companies drew in $16 billion in private equity in 2016, says
American Investment Council - Denver Business Journal 
Conduent, formerly Xerox, cuts 244 jobs at Highlands Ranch customer service
facility - Denver Post 
Cortez’s Welcome Center manager resigns after pot ad ban - Durango Herald 
  
 

EDUCATION
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Editorial: Graduation rates, honors under scrutiny - Loveland Reporter-Herald 
  
At the beginning of the year, when Colorado education officials announced
the four-year graduation rate for the state's high school students, those
officials exuded optimism. The rate at which students entering the ninth
grade earned a high school diploma had continued in march upward, landing
at 78.9 percent. 
  
What was even better, those officials said, was that the five-year rate (which
included those students who may have enrolled in an alternative high school
program or even an early college credit program) was 83.3 percent. That
placed Colorado at or above the national average for the five-year diploma
rate. 
  
In a further analysis of the four-year graduate rate, however, the advocacy
group GradNation sees areas for concern. With Colorado's 77.3 percent on-
time graduation rate in 2015, the state ends up seventh from the bottom as
measured by that metric. 
  
Reason for concern? Yes, because no state wants to find itself in the bottom
one-fifth in any education category. Reason for panic? No. The goal for school
districts is to get students proficient for their next occupational steps,
whether it is a four-year college or university, two-year community college or
myriad trade training programs. If dedication to standards means some
students require an extra semester or two to earn a diploma, that is
preferable to having those same students whisked through a commencement
ceremony after four years, even if they aren't ready. 
  
  
Cynthia Stevenson, ex-head of Jeffco schools, is sole finalist for Boulder Valley
interim superintendent - Daily Camera 
CSU breaks ground on $65M research institute - Coloradoan 
  
 

HUMAN SERVICES
  
  
Troubled youth gain skills, empathy while feeding the homeless - Grand
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Junction Sentinel 
A tradition of respect for the fallen - Colorado Community Media 
Division of Youth Corrections Preps Meal for Homeless Shelter - KREX 
Cooking for a change: teens serve meals at Homeward Bound - KKCO 
  
 

LOCAL AFFAIRS
  
  
Editorial: Construction activity surrounds us, but we need more housing -
Greeley Tribune 
Lafayette eyes $3.5M land deal with Flatirons Community Church in bid for
affordable housing - Daily Camera 
  
 

MARIJUANA
  
  
Marijuana real estate: Cannabis cultivation grows to 4.2 million square feet in
Denver area - Denver Post 
  
The boom may be over. 
  
Marijuana’s appetite for metro real estate, once a driver of the industrial-
market recovery, is showing signs of stabilizing after Denver’s decision last
year to cap the number of grow operations in the city. 
  
But first, the industry gobbled up another big chunk of warehouse space. 
  
Marijuana grows occupied 4.2 million square feet of industrial space in metro
Denver at the end of 2016 — up 14 percent since the second quarter of 2015,
when they accounted for 3.7 million square feet, according to a new report
from CBRE Research. 
  
  
Denver’s 4/20 organizer appeals three-year ban imposed after trash, noise,
health complaints - Denver Post 
Hiring workers who don’t get high getting harder in legalized states - KDVR 
  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES
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Colorado reviewing inspection reports from 16,000 oil and gas wells across
state - Denver Post 
  
Oil and gas operators are mostly complying with a statewide order from Gov.
John Hickenlooper to identify and inspect any of their lines located near
occupied buildings, the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission said
Friday. 
  
The commission received 129 reports, more than expected, by the May 30
deadline. The reports detail the GPS coordinates of risers, or the part of the
flow lines that come out of the ground, located within 1,000 feet of occupied
buildings. 
  
The May 2 order followed a home explosion in Firestone that killed two men.
Inspectors traced the gas behind the blast to a severed flowline that was still
attached to a nearby well owned by Anadarko Petroleum. 
  
“At this initial stage, the COGCC believes that industry is taking compliance
with the order seriously. It will take further review, however, to develop
firmer details about overall compliance,” said Todd Hartman, a spokesman
with the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. 
  
  
Colorado: Industry complying with tests after gas blast - AP 
Early count of flowline reports released - Grand Junction Sentinel 
Anadarko, Noble, other oil and gas companies file inspection reports on 16,514
Colorado wells - Denver Business Journal 
For state regulators considering drilling permits, "no" is off the table - Colorado
Independent 
New Study Looks At Frequency Of Oil And Gas Explosions In Colorado - CPR 
Gas liquid release in Frederick with Anadarko line prompts incident report,
cleanup - Longmont Times-Call 
Moose attacks two women west of Jamestown in Boulder County - Daily
Camera 
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Nicolais: Is there such a thing as efficient political gerrymandering? - Denver
Post 
  
If you can’t beat them, draw them out of their seats. That could be the
bumper sticker slogan for the decennial redistricting process to redraw
legislative boundaries. 
  
After the U.S. Supreme Court struck down two North Carolina congressional
districts for unconstitutional reliance on race — African Americans were
heavily “packed” into the districts — the court is now set to dive into political
gerrymandering cases. Having served on Colorado’s 2011 Reapportionment
Commission (the state version of federal redistricting), I think the justices
may find themselves quickly caught up in the political bramble. 
  
In the most anticipated case, Gill vs. Whitford, Wisconsin Democrats
challenged the map drawn by the state legislature after the 2010 census.
Because the map favored Republican candidates, the plaintiffs claimed it
discriminated against them based on their political beliefs, and,
consequently, violated the Equal Protection Clause. The Court of Appeals
agreed. In so doing, the court applied a new statistical measure called the
“efficiency gap.” 
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  
  
Wildfire season likely less fierce than normal in Colorado, thanks to cool temps,
late-season snow - Denver Post 
  
Meteorologists who predict fire danger say a cooling trend this spring means
the chance for wildfires in Colorado and Wyoming and parts of South Dakota
is lower than normal this summer, according to the National Interagency Fire
Center’s summer outlook. 
  
“We’ll have some fires and periods of fire activity, but it’s not looking like
one of our busy years,” said Russ Mann, a meteorologist for the National Park
Service. 
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Over the next 120 days, forecasters expect about 135,000 acres of grass and
forest land to be burned by large wildfires in Colorado, Wyoming and South
Dakota, Mann said. 
  
By comparison, 947,000 acres of forest and grasslands were destroyed in
2012, he said. Colorado had numerous highly destructive wildfires that year,
including the Waldo Canyon fire near Colorado Springs and the High Park fire
that destroyed more than 87,000 acres in Larimer County. 
  
  
Colorado sheriffs encouraged to be calm amid overheated political rhetoric -
Vail Daily 
  
 

REGULATORY
  
  
Xcel Energy will ask for $139 million more to improve gas grid in Colorado -
Denver Post 
  
Xcel Energy, Colorado’s largest utility, will ask state utility regulators to
approve $900 million in capital investments over the next three years
to upgrade and expand its natural gas distribution system. 
  
The request, if approved, would add $139 million more into the base rates
that Xcel Energy can charge its natural gas customers through 2020. It comes
about six weeks after a severed gas production line caused a deadly explosion
in northern Colorado. 
  
For the typical household, the proposed increase works out to $2.73 more per
month in 2018, $2.19 per month in 2019 and $1.75 per month in 2020. For the
typical small-business customer, the hike would add $10.91 to the base rate
per month in 2018, $6.97 in 2019 and $6.95 in 2020, the company estimates. 
  
“We understand that our customers do not want to see their energy bills
increase. The multiyear plan, however, offers pricing stability and
predictability, while making the necessary investments in our natural gas
infrastructure to ensure safety and reliability,” David Eves, president of Xcel
Energy Colorado, said in a statement. 
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Xcel seeks to raise natural gas rates over three years - Denver Business
Journal 
  
 

REVENUE
  
  
Driver's license services return at El Paso County's motor vehicle offices -
Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
 

TRANSPORTATION
  
  
Mount Evans Road opens to Summit Lake Saturday morning - Denver Post 
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER
 

It’s official: Colorado passes first law to regulate driverless vehicles - Denver
Post 
If you’re thinking about developing an autonomous vehicle in Colorado, go
ahead. It’s now legal, as long as you obey all of the existing rules of the road,
according to legislation that Gov. John Hickenlooper signed into law
Thursday. 
  
“It’s hard to get the right balance between regulation and avoiding the red
tape that sometimes stifles innovation,” said Hickenlooper, standing in front
of a Chevrolet Bolt EV autonomous test vehicle that was trucked in from
Michigan and is on its way for road tests in Arizona. “This is the right balance
that allows Colorado to be a hotbed of innovation.” 
  
Senate Bill 213, introduced in March, is the first Colorado law touching on
driverless cars. It wasn’t meant to delve into the nitty-gritty of how
autonomous vehicles should operate on the state’s roads. Rather, said
sponsor state Sen. Owen Hill, R-Colorado Springs, the new law focused on

Hickenlooper - GovOffice, John 
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creating a process that allows for autonomous vehicles to be tested safely. 
  
People in the cars, for example, must still fasten their seatbelts, Hill said. 
  
Hickenlooper calls backing out of Paris agreement a “serious mistake,” echoing
sentiments of other Colorado Democrats - Denver Post 
Gov. John Hickenlooper called President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw
the U.S. from the Paris climate agreement a “serious mistake,” saying that
despite the decision Colorado’s efforts to improve air quality and use
renewable energy will continue. 
  
Colorado military veterans will now get college credit for what they learn while
serving their country - Denver Post 
Colorado military veterans will now get college credit for knowledge they
acquire while serving their country; Gov. John Hickenlooper signed the new
law Thursday. 
  
Hickenlooper signs law to protect Colorado officers, highway workers in the
name of fallen Trooper Cody Donahue - Denver Post 
  
Governor Hickenlooper signs bill increasing fine for texting and driving - The
Denver Channel 
  
Trio of bills to support Colorado vets signed by Hickenlooper - Aurora Sentinel 
  
Gov. Hickenlooper signs Public Utility Commission bill into law - Greeley
Tribune 
  
Hickenlooper signs texting bill; penalty jumps from $50 to $300 - Coloradoan 
  
Hickenlooper signs Kefalas' open records bill into law - Coloradoan 
  
What Colorado is doing to open the door for self-driving cars - Denver Business
Journal (Full article below) 
  
Gov. Hickenlooper signs Aurora representative’s bill to aid sex assault, stalking
and domestic abuse victims - Aurora Sentinel 
  
Colorado is about to get tougher on those of you (us) who text while driving. -
Colorado Independent 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=6e8fafdf9f&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=843755587a&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=f62363b311&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=4c036deb9d&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=e7c9d0de86&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=6de87c6fb8&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=02086e2a5b&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=223c259179&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=993452fec8&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=a9eb01db3e&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=4ae50e8c2a&e=1398fbf492


  
EDITORIAL: Law will create equal opportunities for children - Colorado Springs
Gazette 
 

ECONOMY
 

9 Colorado companies land on Inc. Magazine's 2017 'Best Places to Work' list -
Denver Business Journal 
Companies in advertising and marketing in Colorado and nationwide rule in
Inc. Magazine's 2017 "Best Places to Work" list, released today by the
magazine. 
  
Denver officials and representatives from Denver's tourism industry next week
will float a proposal to create a tourism improvement district to help fund
improvements to the Colorado Convention Center, now pegged at $233
million. 
  
Expanding and improving portions of the convention center, which first
opened in 1990, has been in the works for years, city officials said Thursday.
In 2015 Denver voters approved raising $104 million via the extension of a
1.75 percent lodger's tax and a short-term car rental tax, as well as issuing
bonds as part of measure 2C, which also authorized bonding for the
redevelopment of the National Western Center. 
  
IT company finds growth, plans expansion in Denver - Denver Business Journal 
  
Etkin Johnson sells Denver office complex for $18.1 million - Denver Business
Journal 
  
Money in America: Denver's among top cities for small-business pay gains -
Denver Business Journal 
  
Broomfield's Level 3 CEO Jeff Storey to head up CenturyLink - Daily Camera 
  
Matthews House to pilot restaurant training program - Coloradoan 
 

EDUCATION
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Department of Education addresses post secondary achievement - Durango
Herald 
Members of Colorado’s minority communities are predicted to face a
backslide in educational achievement after high school. 
  
This was one of the sobering realizations provided Thursday by Kim Hunter
Reed, executive director of the Department of Higher Education, during a
preview of the organization’s new master plan. 
  
The last master plan, introduced in 2012, had several major strategic goals
that Reed addressed. 
  
First was the goal of having 66 percent of Coloradans enroll in college or
pursue a “credential of value” by 2025. 
  
Cursive Isn’t Dead Yet. Not If Denver’s Stanley British Primary Has Anything To
Say About It - CPR 
  
How this high school history teacher used the Black Eyed Peas to help her
students focus - Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
 

El Paso County, Colorado reaction to climate accord withdrawal: “Atrocious” to
no big deal - Colorado Politics 
From dismay to nonchalance, local reactions on the Paris climate accord
withdrawal appeared split along ideological lines. 
  
For environmentalists and progressives, President Trump’s long-awaited
announcement on Thursday registered like a gut punch, raising questions not
only about the United States’ place in the global order but for the future of
the planet. 
  
“It’s putting America first, as if there are no other concerns on a global
scale,” said Anjuli Kapoor of the Pikes Peak Justice and Peace Commission.
“The lack of cooperation with other countries is concerning.” 
  
To those who doubt climate science, and to business groups that keep a focus
on the bottom line in the Pikes Peak region, reactions were muted. 
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World leaders say climate change deal can’t be renegotiated - Denver Post 
  
Michael Hancock says Denver will “not back down” from addressing climate
change - Denver Post 
  
Colorado gas producers finish state-ordered pipeline inspections in wake of
fatal home explosion - Denver Post 
  
Colorado elected officials react to President Trump’s decision to exit Paris
climate accord - Greeley Tribune 
  
Spotlight on the COGCC: Who are they, what’s their mission and where is their
voice? - Colorado Independent 
You’ve probably heard lately about the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission, commonly called the COGCC. 
  
That’s Colorado’s governor-appointed panel tasked with regulating the state’s
oil and gas development. It’s a big deal in Colorado, a major fracking state
with a robust environmentalist community. The commission has a dual
mission: To promote oil and gas development, and to regulate that
development. 
  
The actual specific scope of that mission, however, is right now the focus of a
high-profile legal dispute —  and one that pits Gov. John Hickenlooper against
Attorney General Cynthia Coffman. 
  
Surfing The South Platte: A Lesson In River Renewal - CPR 
  
Boulder-area scientists worry about impact of Trump pulling U.S. from Paris
climate accord - Daily Camera 
  
Bennet 'staggered' by Trump decision to withdraw from climate deal - Pueblo
Chieftain 
  
Clean energy efforts continue in Colorado Springs - KOAA 
  
Trump pulls out of Paris climate accord; Hickenlooper, activists respond - Fox
31 
  

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=245ddc5208&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=0f7bb84b22&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=c4328caa76&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=867486de87&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=448e4d0d89&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=3c2240a991&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=23796fdb32&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=29bea583c2&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=89de2172f2&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=3fd9aed4bc&e=1398fbf492


Colorado gas producers finish state-ordered pipeline inspections in wake of
Firestone home explosion - Daily Camera 
  
Too much water for Fruita - Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
  
Colorado top oil, gas producers finish state-mandated pipeline inspection in
wake of fatal Firestone home explosion - Greeley Tribune 
 

FEDERAL
 

Colorado U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner talks security threats with Philippine
president Rodrigo Duterte - Colorado Politics 
U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner met Wednesday with Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte at an airbase in Manila, drawing strong criticism from a local
progressive organization that demanded a “full accounting” of the senator’s
powwow with “a murderous strongman,” but a spokesman said the Yuma
Republican was simply doing his job by discussing security threats with an
ally. 
  
Duterte has come under fire for repeatedly “joking” about rape, boasting
that his death squads were responsible for hundreds of executions when he
was a mayor and pledging to kill every Filipino who deals or uses drugs, a vow
human rights observers say has led to thousands of deaths in the country over
the last year. 
  
Gardner, who chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on East Asia,
the Pacific and International Cybersecurity, met with leaders in South Korea
and Taiwan earlier in the week, part of a four-day, multi-nation tour of the
Pacific Rim. 
  
Dubbed a “courtesy call,” the meeting between Gardner and Duterte came to
light when a cybersecurity website reported on a number of hacked official
Philippine documents posted online Wednesday, including “briefing notes” for
the Gardner confab. 
  
In interview, Cory Gardner says he talked with notorious Philippines leader
Rodrigo Duterte about human rights abuses - Denver Post 
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Trump asks Supreme Court to reinstate travel ban - Colorado Springs Gazette 
 

HEALTHCARE

  
American Health Care Act will deliver deep Medicaid cuts and uncertainty to
Colorado, say left’s experts - Colorado Politics 
A panel of health and policy experts say Republicans aim to repeal and
replace the Affordable Care Act will mean cost and pain for Coloradans. 
  
Left-leaning interests put together a conference call for reporters with their
side’s researchers to talk about the impact of the American Health Care Act,
which passed quickly from the U.S. House last month and waits in the Senate. 
  
Elisabeth Arenales, the health program director, for the Colorado Center on
Law and Policy, said the deep cuts to Medicaid will “have very significant
consequences for the state of Colorado.” 
  
The elimination of the enhanced federal match for Medicaid to the state is
helping about 400,000 Coloradans who didn’t have access to coverage before
Obamacare’s 2014 implementation. 
 

HUMAN SERVICES
 

New Colorado laws will provide help for at risk adults, kids in trouble - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
The Colorado Department of Human Services is celebrating some good news
for the people it assists with the governor's fresh signature on three laws
Wednesday. 
  
- House Bill 1284 requires background checks for those working directly with
at-risk adults. 
  
- House Bill 2017 steers children younger than 13 to programs instead of
incarceration for low-level offense. 
  
- Senate Bill 292 creates a jobs program for people on Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families. 
  
Free summer meals provide assistance to Colorado Springs families - Colorado
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Springs Gazette 
 

LEGISLATURE

  
Republican lawmaker Kevin Lundberg exploring run for state treasurer -
Colorado Politics 
State Sen. Kevin Lundberg, a Berthoud Republican and former congressional
candidate, announced Thursday he’s testing the waters for a campaign for
state treasurer in next year’s election. 
  
“I’ll be looking at the spot of running for state treasurer and seeking counsel
from those who want to give it,” the lawmaker and member of the powerful
Joint Budget Committee told The Statesman on Wednesday. “It’s not to
announce a candidacy but to announce the intention to look into it pretty
seriously and see if there are others who agree.” 
  
Lundberg, 64, threw out the question in a Facebook post on Thursday
morning, noting that he faces term limits after next year’s election and
asking, “Can I help liberty-loving Coloradans band together to become a more
effective political force?” 
  
“The experience and knowledge I have gained as a legislator in the House and
Senate, and particularly my membership on the Joint Budget Committee has
given me a well-rounded knowledge of the state’s government and its
finances. I know I am prepared to take on the job of CFO for the State of
Colorado. Additionally, my consistent conservative principles can serve the
People well in this critical office,” Lundberg wrote. “But beyond all of that,
the office of state treasurer is a position that can be so much more. The state
treasurer, as a statewide elected official, can take on any issue that concerns
the people of Colorado and the finances of our state government.” 
  
Tribune Opinion: New fine for ‘rolling coal’ is a good move by Colorado
Legislature - Greeley Tribune 
 

LOCAL AFFAIRS
 

Price tag for Denver’s convention center expansion soars to $233 million as
hotels offer to kick in money - Denver Post 
The cost of outfitting the Colorado Convention Center with a rooftop
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expansion has been rising rapidly, and Thursday, Denver city officials
revealed the new price tag: $233 million. 
  
And the city will lean even more heavily on visitors to Denver to pick up the
tab. 
  
That estimate is more than double the preliminary cost of $104 million that
officials discussed before voters approved extensions of taxes on car rentals
and hotel stays for the project in November 2015. To make up the gap in
expected funding, officials say, they will tap the city’s existing convention-
related income streams and allow supportive hotel owners to kick in money
by creating a new 1 percent tax on stays in Denver’s midsize and large hotels. 
  
Adding the surcharge to existing lodger’s and sales taxes would make the
check-out tax paid by guests of those hotels 15.75 percent. That increase also
would put more money toward city convention promotion efforts. 
  
Tiny homes and canned beer: this small Colorado town has big character - 9
News 
 

MARIJUANA

  
How Colorado's Booming Marijuana Industry Is Helping Fight Homelessness
and Drug Addiction - Money 
Money brought in by Colorado's booming, legal marijuana industry is now
being used to help homeless citizens, address mental health and end the
state's opioid epidemic. 
  
The state's $105 million in tax revenue from marijuana sales in the 2016-2017
fiscal year will go toward the "Marijuana Tax Cash Fund," which will help
create housing programs, aid mental health programs in jails and contribute
to health programs at local middle schools. Last week, Colorado Gov. John
Hickenlooper signed the budget bill declaring the fund, which will also help
oversight efforts for the industry. 
  
"We expect to reduce incarceration, hospitalization and homelessness for
many of Colorado's most vulnerable citizens," the bill reads. 
  
For the next fiscal year, $15.3 million of those tax dollars were put toward
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providing "permanent supportive housing" and housing assistance for the
homeless or those who were considered "at-risk" of losing their homes. The
state's Department of Education got $9.7 million to add 150 health
professionals at high schools across the state, and the state's Department of
Human Services received $7.1 million to end "the use of jails for holding
people who are experiencing a mental health crisis." 
  
Another $5.9 million will target illegal marijuana sales. 
 

OF NOTE
 

New Belgium confronts culture shift as brewery goes national - Coloradoan 
Fat Tire made it to the backwoods of Maine this spring. 
  
The arrival officially brought New Belgium Brewing to all 50 states. 
  
Nationwide distribution is the latest accomplishment in the company's 26-year
journey — from a Fort Collins basement to its current status as the country's
fourth largest craft brewery that sells nearly 1 million barrels a year. 
  
New Belgium staff toasted the national conquest at its recently renovated
Fort Collins headquarters, which overlooks a grassy beer garden often filled
with patrons playing yard games. 
  
You can fish for FREE in Colorado this weekend - KRDO 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
 

Thornton police may have shown “deliberate indifference” in how officers
respond to mental health crises - Denver Post 
A federal judge has ruled that the family of a man killed by a Thornton police
officer can move ahead with a lawsuit because evidence shows the city failed
to adequately train officers to handle people experiencing mental health
crises and failed to establish modern policies on how to do so. 
  
The city is potentially liable in the shooting death of Jaime Ceballos, who was
in the throes of a mental health crisis, because Thornton’s official response
to the incident “demonstrated deliberate indifference to persons in such
circumstances and any inadequacies in officer training” by affirming the
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officer who pulled the trigger, according to an order issued Thursday by U.S.
Senior District Judge Richard P. Matsch. 
 

TRANSPORTATION
 

Two CDOT workers described as heroes for trucker rescue in I-25 fire -
Colorado Springs Gazette 
The Colorado Department of Transportation came through in more ways than
one during a fiery crash that closed Interstate 25 Wednesday. 
  
Not only did crews work throughout the night to reopen the road to
northbound traffic ahead of the Thursday morning commute, but two
employees were the first to arrive at the fire and helped pull the truck driver
from the flames, CDOT said Thursday. 
  
The organization recognized maintenance employees Matt Bell and Richard
Smith as heroes. 
  
"That's what all our crews are trained to do," Bell said in a news release. 
  
CDOT chief: Team effort crucial to reopening I-25 after fire (Video) - Denver
Business Journal 
  
A well-worn playbook and incredible luck helped CDOT cleanup and open I-25
before the morning rush - Denver Post 
  
What you need to know about the future of public transit in Greeley, Evans and
northern Colorado - Greeley Tribune 
 

FULL ARTICLES
 

What Colorado is doing to open the door for self-driving cars - Denver Business
Journal 
Colorado on Thursday became the third state in the nation to pass a law
allowing self-driving cars on its roads, with Gov. John Hickenlooper signing
SB-213 into law Thursday — on the hood of a General Motors Co.’ all-electric
Bolt vehicle. 
  
“I’ve never signed a bill on the hood of a car before,” Hickenlooper said,
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using four commemorative pens to sign his name to the legislation. 
  
Michigan passed a law in late 2016, Georgia also has passed a law, and
Colorado became the third state in the nation, said Harry Lightsey, executive
director of emerging technologies policy at General Motors. 
  
Lightsey attended the signing ceremony — as did an all-electric GM Bolt that
was tricked out with sensors and cameras to allow it to drive itself, Lightsey
said. 
  
Senate Bill 213, sponsored by Republican state Sen. Owen Hill of Colorado
Springs and Democratic Sen. Dominick Moreno of Commerce City,
acknowledges the existence of autonomous vehicles on state roadways,
declares their regulation a matter of statewide concern and requires such
cars and trucks to conform to every state and federal law of driving. 
  
“These vehicles will change the way people across the spectrum get to their
jobs and get to education,” said state Rep. Jeff Bridges, D-Greenwood
Village, one of the bill’s sponsors. 
  
Autonomous vehicles that can’t meet those standards are directed to work
with the Colorado Department of Transportation and the Colorado State
Patrol to figure out how to test the vehicles. 
  
The proposal was overwhelmingly supported in the Legislature, with the final
version passing both chambers by wide margins — 60-4 in the House and 33-2
in the Senate. 
  
The Thursday morning bill-signing ceremony took place the Museum of
Outdoor Arts in Marjorie Park in Greenwood Village, not far from the section
of Interstate 25 where a tanker truck caught fired and burned — closing one
of Denver’s major transportation arteries for hours. 
  
And safety weighed on the minds of supporters of the law. 
  
“There were 32,675 fatalities on the roads , and there were more people
seriously injured — and more than 90 percent of the accidents are caused by
human error,” said Shailen Bhatt, the executive director of the Colorado
Department of Transportation, at the signing ceremony Thursday. 
  



“This is transformative technology that has the potential to save thousands
and thousands of lives and reduce the tremendous cost that we as a society
are paying today to get around,” Lightsey said. “We’re excited that Colorado
is embracing the new technology.” 
  
To critics who said the proposal was too bare bones, and left too much
discretion in the hands of the companies, Bhatt said the new law will
navigate between the extremes of too much regulation and not enough. 
  
“We came up with a hybrid that’s a balance of public safety and creativity —
my family will be out there on the roads, and I think this is a happy median,”
Bhatt said. 
  
Otto, a California startup and subsidiary of Uber, last fall chose Colorado to
be the test ground for the world’s first commercial delivery via a driverless
18-wheeler that hauled a load of Budweiser beer down I-25 from Fort Collins
to Colorado Springs. 
  
That test was done with pace vehicles from Colorado State Patrol and the
Colorado Department of Transportation ahead and behind the truck. The
truck’s driver was in the cab and handled the truck off the highway. 
  
The law takes effect August 9. 
  
IT company finds growth, plans expansion in Denver - Denver Business Journal 
An 18-month-old cloud computing and IT consulting firm is finding Denver to
be a big growth market and plans to keep expanding here. 
  
Quisitive, a Dallas-based company, employs 30 people in the Denver Tech
Center today and is expanding that by up to 15 more workers in coming
months. 
The company’s projects mainly involve helping client companies move
software to Microsoft cloud services, use data to improve their business,
designs apps and online portals for customers and otherwise transform their
IT. 
  
Its growth in Denver is driven by a combination of the work its teams here
land and handle, and the tech employees it can hire locally, said Steven
Balusek, Quisitive’s Chief Services officer. 
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“Denver is really where we see a lot of potential for growth,” Balusek said.
“We really saw Denver as a place to make key investments.” 
  
Quisitive has 70 employees in Dallas. That office and its Denver office both
handle national projects for clients, most of them mid-sized companies in
manufacturing, financial services, health care, hospitality and retail. 
  
Quisitive’s projects have included building burn-care telehealth apps and
technologies for Children’s Hospital Colorado. Quisitive also built the e-
commerce technologies used by Cinemark Theaters and did a lot of work for
Merchant Customer Exchange, a financial industry consortium’s mobile
payment arm that was was recently acquired by Chase. 
  
It creates client technologies exclusively in Microsoft’s Azure and cloud
platforms. 
  
Quisitive is the outgrowth of a more traditional IT company that had offices in
Dallas and Denver that opened in 2010. About two years ago, it rebranded
and shifted to handle more app and cloud development that companies
needed, Balusek said. 
  
It hires for technology expertise that lets it go beyond simple web
development, reaching into data analysis and technology platform
architecture that clients need, Balusek said. 
  
“We have very deep, deep technical chops in addition to our focus,” he said. 
  
The company made some key additions in Denver already this spring,
including Lori Kirkland, formerly of Boeing and Western Union, to oversee
strategy and innovation. 
  
Money in America: Denver's among top cities for small-business pay gains -
Denver Business Journal 
Employees at small businesses in metro Denver are earning an average of 3.87
percent more each week than they did 12 months ago. 
  
And that makes Denver among the top cities for small-business earnings gains
among the 20 largest U.S. metro areas, according to a new Small Business
Employment Watch report from IHS Markit Ltd. and Paychex Inc. 
  

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=8552b543b8&e=1398fbf492


Only three cities ranked higher for 12-month small-business weekly pay gains
in the report: Riverside, California (up 5.23 percent); Seattle (up 5.1 percent)
and Tampa, Florida (up 3.87 percent). 
  
The report says weekly wages at small businesses in metro Denver average
$946.01, in fifth place among the 20 cities. Both Washington, D.C. and San
Francisco top $1,000 a week. 
  
As for hourly earnings at small business, the Denver average -- $28.71 -- is up
3.22 percent from a year ago. The report ranks Denver in ninth place among
the 20 large metro areas for growth in hourly small-business pay, and in fifth
place for current hourly wages. 
  
And Denver is tied for second for growth of weekly hours at small business, up
0.55 percent to 32.91 hours a week. It ranks 10th for current weekly hours. 
  
The report compares "same-store" data at some 350,000 business with fewer
than 50 workers that are clients of payroll and HR management company
Paychex (Nasdaq: Payx). 
  
The monthly report is co-produced by Paychex and Douglas County- and
London-based global metrix company IHS Markit (Nasdaq: INFO).

Shelby Wieman 
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

Hickenlooper sidesteps Civil Rights Commission appointment rejection -
Colorado Springs Independent 
Gov. John Hickenlooper sidestepped Republicans' rejection of a
reappointment made earlier this month to the Colorado Civil Rights
Commission. That seven-member body is charged with adjudicating
discrimination complaints in employment and some educational contexts.

State Senate Republicans declined to reappoint Heidi Jeanne Hess, formerly
an organizer with One Colorado, the state's largest LGBTQ advocacy group, to
the commission. The rejection ruffled Democratic feathers, given
reappointments are usually rubber-stamped, and the senators, mostly male,
were shutting out a lesbian in what some felt was an act of discrimination.

 

Heidi Hess for Colorado Civil Rights Commission - GJ Sentinel 
… Meantime, kudos to Gov. John Hickenlooper for standing firmly behind his
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decision to re-appoint Hess to the Colorado Civil Rights Commission, despite
Republican opposition.

 

Gov. signs SB17-267 into law - La Junta Tribune - Democrat

 

‘Compromise’ or ‘casserole’? Rural-sustainability bill does a lot; here’s an in-
depth look - Colorado Politics 
As we mentioned in passing just a day ago when Gov. John Hickenlooper
signed the wide-ranging Senate Bill 267 into law, “Sustainability of Rural
Colorado” (the measure’s title) can mean a whole bunch of things. It’s all
very complicated.

In other words, Tuesday’s signing was about more than Hick and Senate
President Kevin Grantham shooting hoops in the Fowler High School gym.
(That was fun though, wasn’t it?) So, you probably could use more detail on
the bill itself even after all the coverage you’ve already seen on this big-
picture legislation.

 

Hooray! Pragmatism wins over taking hard line - Coloradoan  
It was a game of chicken, with Colorado hospitals strapped to the front
bumper.

Fortunately, enough lawmakers saw the insanity in the moment and declined
a cliff dive.

A tide of reason swept the 71st General Assembly in its waning hours when
lawmakers passed a bill to spare hospitals, particularly rural hospitals, from
crippling cuts in funding.

This was done, as Gov. John Hickenlooper had urged, by reclassifying a
budget obscurity called the hospital provider fee as separate from the state
general fund and therefore not subject to the Taxpayers' Bill of Rights,
TABOR. So doing, they averted $528 million in budget cuts which would have
landed heavily on the institutions for which the money was meant — hospitals
that provide services through Medicaid and Medicare.

 

Bees and butterflies continue to add political buzz, as governor gives them a
June commemoration - Colorado Politics 
Leave it to bees and butterflies to become a political thing at the Colorado
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Capitol. Last month, lawmakers proclaimed Interstate 76 across northeast
Colorado a route that promotes pollinators.

Now Gov, John Hickenlooper has declared June in Colorado Pollinator’s
Month, the first time flying insects have received such a statewide
designation. (Apparently no one is that fond of the puppy-sized grasshoppers
of Routt County.)

 

State gets inventory of oil, gas flowlines - GJ Sentinel 
Energy companies have inspected thousands of local oil and gas flowlines near
homes and provided the state with an inventory of the lines following an
order to complete those tasks, and now face a second deadline to test those
lines.

The companies are responding to a directive by the Colorado Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission after investigators determined that an April
explosion that killed two people in a home in Firestone was caused by gas
emitting from a flowline from a nearby oil and gas well. The line had been
abandoned but never was disconnected from the well or capped, and was
somehow severed near the home. Flowlines connect oil and gas wells to
tanks, larger gathering lines that collect gas from multiple wells, or other
equipment.

Based on a directive from Gov. John Hickenlooper, the oil and gas commission
required that by Tuesday of this week, companies inspect any flowlines and
other pipelines within 1,000 feet of a building unit and provide the
commission with flowline inventory and location data.

 

Marijuana Taxes Contribute to State Budget, New Colorado Programs -
Westword

 

Western governors fret as Zinke ponders review of grouse plans - GreenWire;
EE News

LEGISLATURE

A shortcut at the DMV? Now that’s what you call public service - Colorado
Politics 
A couple of state lawmakers are touting a speedy end-run on renewing your
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vehicle registration under a pilot program they helped make possible in
suburban Denver’s Arapahoe County.

Sen. Ray Scott, R-Grand Junction, and Sen. Kevin Priola, R-Brighton, will give
the press a progress report at a briefing this week on the implementation of
their Senate Bill 138, passed in the 2016 session. Yet, the true testimonial to
the new system’s success is probably the thousands of Arapahoe county
residents who have taken advantage of it since it started in March.

 

Tribune Opinion: New fine for ‘rolling coal’ is a good move by Colorado
Legislature - Greeley Tribune

 

New Colorado law increases penalties for texting while driving - Denver
Channel

ECONOMY

Denver boasts lowest jobless rate of any major metro area - Denver Post

 

Who needs a job? Big jump in Colorado online want ads; here are 51 high-
paying careers - Denver Business Journal  
Colorado gained 3,700 online advertisements to fill jobs this month, the third
straight month of increases in help-wanted ads statewide and the biggest
jump of the three.

 

Conflicting views on value of licensing HOA managers in Colorado - Denver
Post 
Colorado’s licensing program for homeowners association managers will turn
two in July, and the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies is already
weighing whether it should continue.

 

Comcast rolls out 1 gigabit internet across Colorado - Denver Business Journal

 

BKD acquires Denver internal auditing firm - Denver Business Journal
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McDonald’s, Uber team up to offer fast food delivery in metro area - Denver
Post

 

Multi-million dollar sports complex coming to Colorado - KGWN

EDUCATION

Colorado’s high school graduation rates lag behind other states’, but new
programs offer hope - Colorado Politics

 

Colorado graduation rate 7th worst in nation, report says - Denver Post

 

Colorado Springs school district considers no longer naming valedictorians -
Denver Post

 

Colorado’s Visiting Conservative Scholar Reflects on His Year - National
Review; The Corner 
The University of Colorado at Boulder is known as a leftist bastion, but
several years ago a few people who wanted a bit of balance began a program
that brings in a visiting professor who flies the flag. This last year, the
professor who was chosen for this honor was Frank Beckwith of Baylor. In this
Martin Center essay, he reflects on his year.

 

This Colorado conservative is taking a bigger role in expanding school choice
across the nation - Chalkbeat 
For the past two years as Colorado state director of the conservative political
group Americans For Prosperity, Michael Fields has advocated at the
statehouse and the ballot box for free-market policies, including expanding
charter schools.

Now, Fields is taking on a larger role with the organization, which grew out of
the Tea Party movement and is backed by the billionaire Koch brothers. 

Fields’s new role helping Americans For Prosperity push school choice
nationwide comes as the nation is having a renewed conversation about the
issue. President Donald Trump and his education secretary, Betsy DeVos, have
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pitched a federal school choice program, which could provide vouchers to
some students to use for private school tuition.

 
ENERGY

Lamborn’s bid to curb EPA suit against Springs gets push-back from Pueblo —
and Tipton - Colorado Politics 
If they couldn’t fight over water, would longtime rivals Pueblo and Colorado
Springs find something else to fight over? Of course! But for now, the ongoing
feud over Fountain Creek will do. 

The contaminated stormwater that perennially pours into the waterway from
the Springs metro area and flows downstream to Pueblo and beyond
prompted a lawsuit against Colorado Springs in 2016 by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment. The agencies cited violations of water-quality standards.
Pueblo joined the suit even as the two cities started talks and reached an
agreement. Colorado Springs agreed to spend $460 million over 20 years on
stormwater projects to rein in its runoff. Toward that end, Springs voters
agreed in April to give up $12 million in excess tax revenue over two years to
spend on stormwater projects.

So, should the state and feds now drop their lawsuit? 5th Congressional
District Republican U.S. Rep. Doug Lamborn of Colorado Springs thinks so, as
reported last week, and he has asked the Trump administration’s new EPA
chief Scott Pruitt to reconsider the litigation. Lamborn’s hope is that the
winds of change blowing through the federal agency could shift its tilt on a
suit that had been filed under the Obama administration.

 
ENVIRONMENT

Trail Ridge Road in Rocky Mountain National Park opens for the season -
Denver Post

 

Dillon Ranger District set new rules requiring campers to use proper food
storage to avoid bear encounters - Denver Post

 

11 boats infested with invasive mussels intercepted in Colorado so far this year
- Fox 31
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Tick season is here in Colorado: What you need to know - Coloradoan

FEDERAL

Paris Agreement raises defense from Colorado’s left, as Trump weighs leaving
international climate change pact - Colorado Politics

 

Colorado Democrats weigh in as Trump considers withdrawing from Paris
accord - Colorado Springs Gazette

 

Colorado Scientists Concerned About Climate Change Policy - CBS Denver

 

Meet Jane, a climate scientist who worked in Colorado— and fled Trump’s
government - Colorado Independent

 

Reclusive Sen. Cory Gardner’s second-hand Colorado intelligence - Denver
Post

 

Jared Polis trolls Donald Trump’s typo tweet with “*WE ONLY SERVE
COVFEFE*” picture - Denver Post

 

Fed's Beige Book: 'Strong outlook' for consumer spending growth in Colorado
region (Video) - Denver Business Journal

 

WOTUS rewrite to align with Scalia opinion, seek feedback from Colorado -
Colorado Statesman 
Federal environmental regulators are seeking “input and wisdom” from
Colorado as they begin the process of rewriting a Barack Obama-era water
protection rule known as WOTUS, which the White House says it now wants
aligned with a Supreme Court opinion on water rights from the late Justice
Antonin Scalia.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under Scott Pruitt and the Army
Corps of Engineers wrote a letter earlier this month to Colorado asking for
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written feedback on the state’s “experiences and expertise” as the agencies
work to redefine the Waters of the U.S. Rule (WOTUS).

WOTUS, also known as the Clean Water Rule, defines the jurisdiction of the
EPA over waterways and wetlands “to restore and maintain the chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of waters of the United States.”

The rule is the EPA’s interpretation, under the Obama administration, of the
the Clean Water Act of 1972, which aimed to curtail pollutants in water.
Under WOTUS, the EPA expanded what falls into the category of a federally
regulated body of water. The rule previously stated only waterways that
could be navigable by ships for interstate commerce were to be federally
regulated, according to a Congressional Research Service analysis.

 

Transgender Air Force Academy graduate denied commission while Pentagon
reviews guidelines - Colorado Springs Gazette 
A transgender Air Force Academy graduate is being withheld lieutenant's bars
because of what the academy calls a gap in Pentagon rules for transgender
military recruits.

Although the Defense Department began allowing military service by
transgender people last year, the change applied to those who were active
duty, not recruits, Air Force Academy spokesman Lt. Col. Allen Herritage said
in a written statement.

As a result, a recent graduate has been barred from receiving a commission,
Heritage confirmed, declining to name the cadet.

 
HEALTHCARE

Routt County commissioner stars in ad opposing Trump healthcare plan -
Denver Post

 

Colorado Has One of USA's Worst Drug Problems, Study Says - Westword

 

Vail police officer uses Narcan to save woman dying of heroin overdose -
Denver Post

 

Denver’s 10.10.10 event expands to get entrepreneurs thinking about how to fix
cities - Denver Post 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=fc1c35ebcc&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=1d5f974b83&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=b991ba431a&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=951cf4e032&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=1e69f9db0b&e=1398fbf492


As Denver’s third annual 10.10.10 event prepares to begin Monday, organizers
for the 10-day thinkfest that attempts to solve “10 wicked health problems”
are expanding the concept. The first 10.10.10 Cities is now scheduled for
October in Denver.

 
TRANSPORTATION

CDOT chief: I-25 expected to be open for morning commute - Denver Business
Journal

 
JUDICIAL

Groups file legal action to halt looming construction at Rocky Flats - Colorado
Independent  
Denver community and environmental groups today took legal action to block
the construction of hiking, biking and equestrian trails and a visitor center at
Rocky Flats, the former nuclear weapons plant about 15 miles northwest of
Denver.

The Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center and Rocky Flats Right to Know,
among other groups, filed a preliminary injunction in U.S. District Court in
Denver, alleging that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service did not complete an
up-to-date environmental analysis required under the National Environmental
Policy Act, or NEPA. The last environmental review was conducted more than
12 years ago. The groups filed a lawsuit on the matter in May 17.

 

Death of Colorado Springs Marine prompts Coffman to call for probe - Colorado
Politics 
The death of a Colorado Springs Marine profiled in Sunday’s Gazette has
prompted a measure before Congress that mandates an outside investigation
into the Department of Veterans Affairs handling of suicidal patients.

Aurora Republican U.S. Rep. Mike Coffman said his measure would require the
National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine review veterans’
deaths within the last five years related to drug overdoses or suicide.

 

Judge approves sale of land once owned by Douglas Bruce - Denver Post 
A Denver district judge last week approved a motion to sell property once
owned by former Colorado legislator and Taxpayer Bill of Rights author
Douglas Bruce after the city had declared it negligent and derelict.
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The property, in the 3700 and 3800 blocks of Gaylord and York streets, has
accrued approximately $1.4 million in liens and fines. The city had previously
asked a judge to appoint a receiver to oversee the property. The listed
property owner is Idaho-based Tele Comm Resource, to which Bruce deeded
the property to in 2003. Bruce maintains the first deed of trust and owns the
mortgage on the property.

The court appointed Sterling Consulting Corporation to take control over the
property. It also controls property in the 600 block of Lipan Street that is
owned by the same company and will also be sold.

 

Terry Maketa court hearing postponed to June 6 after prosecutors ask to delay
trial - Denver Post

 
CRIMES + COURTS

Accuser claims CU tried to cover up domestic violence allegations against Joe
Tumpkin - Denver Post

 

“International grifter” gets 5 years in prison for Denver credit card cloning scam
- Denver Post

 

Mexican man who guarded clandestine marijuana crop on San Isabel National
Forest land gets year in prison - Denver Post

 

Hunter who fired indiscriminately at elk fined after two-day Summit County trial -
Denver Post

 

Carjacking suspect shot by Arapahoe County deputy dies at hospital - Denver
Post

 

Drunken driver who killed Boulder cyclist in hit-and-run sentenced to 12 years -
Denver Post
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One suspect in custody in "high-risk warrant search" on Colorado Ave. -
Channel 13 News

 

MARIJUANA

New strategies for helping cannabiz owners from communities hit hard by war
on drugs - Denver Post; The Cannabist

 

Veterans Affairs Secretary David Shulkin says MMJ “may be helpful” but hands
tied by federal law - Denver Post; The Cannabist 
At a “State of the VA” address at the White House Wednesday, Veterans
Affairs Secretary David Shulkin said federal law prevents the department from
implementing any potential benefits of medical marijuana for veterans.

In his speech, Shulkin spoke of the epidemic of veteran suicide, a figure he
put at 20 suicides per day. “That should be unacceptable to all of us. This is a
national public health crisis, and it requires solutions that not only VA will
work on but all of government and other partnerships in the private sector,
nonprofit organizations.”

He called a new suicide-prevention initiative “Getting to Zero” his “top
clinical priority.”

 

Why it’s so hard to test for driving high, and why that’s a problem - Denver
Post; The Cannabist

HUMAN SERVICES

Care and Share’s Summer Mobile Food Pantries ready to serve Colorado
Springs, Pueblo families - Fox 21 News

 
PUBLIC SAFETY

Firestone, Mead Oil And Gas Explosions Restart The ‘How Close Is Too Close’
Debate - CPR

 

Video shows man jumping from fuel tanker as it explodes into flames - Denver
Post

 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=cafa20c0a7&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=68a4900507&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=561c2f7ad6&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=2409018ff2&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=37f6df985d&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=fc92238121&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=6492eb79f8&e=1398fbf492


Burning fuel tanker closes Interstate 25 near Denver Tech Center for hours -
Denver Post

 

Homes near site of oil tank explosion in Mead are safe, Mountain View Fire
says - Denver Post

 

Victim in dump-truck fire identified - Denver Post 
Denver’s corner has identified the person killed when a Jeep SUV and dump
truck collided and burst into flame Thursday morning, shutting down
Interstate 25 north of the city for hours.

James Schuppe, 65, was a passenger in the Jeep. He was pronounced dead on
the scene of the accident, the coroner’s office said.

Police said the vehicles collided at about 52nd Avenue, causing both the truck
and the Jeep to veer to the right and run over the shoulder. The Jeep was
pushed up on the Jersey barrier on the east side of the highway. A fire broke
out and consumed the vehicle, Denver Police Sgt. Mike Clark said.

Three other people in the Jeep went to the hospital, two of them were in
critical condition.

 

Portraits of pain: Coloradans photographed in “SHOT: 101 Survivors of Gun
Violence in America” - Denver Post

 

Gun training for Colorado school teachers gains momentum, advocates say -
Colorado Springs Gazette

 

TSA testing new security procedures at Colorado Springs Airport - Fox 21
News

LOCAL AFFAIRS

'Western chauvinist' group Proud Boys Colorado plans rally in Boulder -
Boulder Daily Camera
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The People’s Fair has a new behind-the-scenes team. How will it affect the
longtime Civic Center event? - Denver Post; The Know

 
#COLORADOPROUD

VIDEO: “Dronuts” delivered to Denver mayor and police for National Doughnut
Day - Denver Post

 

In Fort Collins, scientists, farmers, maltsters and brewers are working together
to make better beer - Denver Post

 

Twin sisters in Colorado Springs eyeing 2020 BMX Olympics - Fox 21 News

 
OF NOTE

Colorado Politics, Statesman join forces - Colorado Politics

 

Coloradans turn to Google to learn to spell this word - Denver Post 
Coloradans apparently use Google to look for the correct spelling of
“tomorrow.”
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Hi Ali,

 

Crystal, copied on this email, will be heading to your office to pick up Mr. Holly and a few others.  Can you let us
know where she should park, please?  Thank you!

 

 

_______________________________

Lisa Ostrander
Sr. Executive Assistant to Al Walker

Chairman, President & Chief Executive Officer

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

Direct:  832-636-3491

Lisa.Ostrander@Anadarko.com

Anadarko Confidentiality Notice: This electronic transmission and any attached documents or other writings are intended only
for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise
protected from disclosure. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify sender by return e-mail
and destroy the communication. Any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action concerning the contents of this
communication or any attachments by anyone other than the named recipient is strictly prohibited.

 

 
 
 

Click here for Anadarko’s Electronic Mail Disclaimer

 
 

 

--

 

Alexandra Murray 
Director of Scheduling
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Another Car at T oday's Meeting  

Murray - GovOffice, Ali <alexandra.murray@state.co.us> Tue, May 30, 2017 at 2:53 PM
To: "McClain, Crystal" <Crystal.McClain@anadarko.com>

Hi Crystal,

Let's have you park right behind the car that is in space 80.  It is a black Honda CRV.  It's not technically a real spot, but
we use it as one sometimes.  It is on the West Side of the Capitol.  You will pull to the North Entrance at Sherman and
Colfax, and use the call box to let the troopers know you are there to pick up a group from a meeting with the Governor. 
You can tell them it is with Al Walker.  They will let you in, and you can pull to the west side.  Feel free to call me if you
have any issues at .

Best,

Ali

On Tue, May 30, 2017 at 2:48 PM, McClain, Crystal <Crystal.McClain@anadarko.com> wrote: 

Hi Ali,

 

If it’s possible to get a spot that would preferred as I was planning to arrive around 3:00pm to sit and wait just in
case their mee�ng ends earlier than an �cipa ted.  If that’s not possible I can park nearby and try to drive up
when Brad lets me know the meeting has ended.

 

Thank you,

Crystal

From: Murray - GovOffice, Ali [mailto:alexandra.murray@state.co.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2017 2:44 PM 
To: Ostrander, Lisa <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com> 
Cc: McClain, Crystal <Crystal.McClain@anadarko.com> 
Subject: Re: Another Car at Today's Mee�ng

 

Hi Lisa,

 

If they are just pulling in to pick up part of the group, she can just pull to the west side and pick them up there.  What
time will she arrive?  If she is waiting for more than 10 mins, I will see if we can find another spot.

 

Thanks,

 
Ali

 

On Tue, May 30, 2017 at 2:41 PM, Ostrander, Lisa <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com> wrote:
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Gov Cell Number 

Ostrander, Lisa <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com> Fri, May 26, 2017 at 3:15 PM
To: "Murray - GovOffice, Ali" <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Hi Ali,

 

Mr. Walker is scheduled to call the Governor tomorrow morning on his cell and I’d like to add that number to Mr.
Walker’s calendar.  Can you please provide that to me?  Thank you so much.

 

 

_______________________________

Lisa Ostrander
Sr. Executive Assistant to Al Walker

Chairman, President & Chief Executive Officer

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

Direct:  832-636-3491

Lisa.Ostrander@Anadarko.com

Anadarko Confidentiality Notice: This electronic transmission and any attached documents or other writings are intended only for the person or
entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify sender by return e-mail and destroy the communication. Any disclosure, copying,
distribution or the taking of any action concerning the contents of this communication or any attachments by anyone other than the named
recipient is strictly prohibited.

 

Click here for Anadarko’s Electronic Mail Disclaimer

tel:(832)%20636-3491
mailto:Lisa.Ostrander@Anadarko.com
https://apc.catertrax.com/shopcatertrax.asp?intOrderID=&intCustomerID=%2Ex%2F
http://www.anadarko.com/notices/Pages/Electronic-Mail-Disclaimer.aspx
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_______________________________

Lisa Ostrander
Sr. Executive Assistant to Al Walker

Chairman, President & Chief Executive Officer

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

Direct:  832-636-3491

Lisa.Ostrander@Anadarko.com

Anadarko Confidentiality Notice: This electronic transmission and any attached documents or other writings are intended only for
the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected
from disclosure. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify sender by return e-mail and destroy
the communication. Any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action concerning the contents of this
communication or any attachments by anyone other than the named recipient is strictly prohibited.

 

 
 
 

Click here for Anadarko’s Electronic Mail Disclaimer

 

--

 

Alexandra Murray  
Director of Scheduling

 

P 303.866.6230 | C  
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
alexandra.murray@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor
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Governor Hickenlooper

Doug Friednash, Chief of Staff

Bob Randall, Executive Director of the Colorado Dept. of Natural Resources

Matt LePore, Director of the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission

Jacki Melmed, Chief Legal Counsel

John Swartout, Senior Policy Advisor (potentially)

 

For the dinner, the address is: 

Governor's Residence at Boettcher Mansion

400 E. 8th Ave

Denver, CO 80203

 

You want to enter through the Pennsylvania Gate.  If you are driving down 8th Ave., take a left onto Pennsylvania, and
then take the first right into the gate.  The street dead ends, so it is easy to see.  The code you need to enter is . 
The driver can park in the spaces available in that area.  There is very limited parking there, though, so if the others will
be in different vehicles, let me know, so I can tell them the best place to park.  Once you arrive, you can call one of our
state troopers to be escorted into the building.  It will be Ian Jones,  and Chris Valdez .  Let
me know if you have any other questions!

 

Best,

 

Ali

 

 

On Thu, May 25, 2017 at 7:19 AM, Ostrander, Lisa <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com> wrote:

Good morning,

 

With the long holiday weekend quickly approaching, I wanted to touch base on logistics for next Tuesday.  We are
confirmed for a 2:30pm meeting at the Capitol.  Can you please send me the names/titles of those who will be
a�ending?  I hired a car/driv er (Preferred Transportation) to take them to the meeting.  Is there any particular entrance
/ parking instructions I should pass along?  Upon arrival, where should Mr. Walker check-in?

 

In terms of the dinner, are we confirmed for 6:00pm?  Is that located on 8th Avenue?  Any special entrance I should
instruct the driver?  Upon arrival, where should Mr. Walker check in at?  The car/driver will wait while they are dining
and then transport them back to the plane.

 

Thank you again for all of your assistance. 
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Touching Base 

Ostrander, Lisa <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com> Thu, May 25, 2017 at 9:30 AM
To: "Murray - GovOffice, Ali" <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Thank you!  This is very helpful!

 

 

_______________________________

Lisa Ostrander
Sr. Executive Assistant to Al Walker

Chairman, President & Chief Executive Officer

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

Direct:  832-636-3491

Lisa.Ostrander@Anadarko.com

Anadarko Confidentiality Notice: This electronic transmission and any attached documents or other writings are intended only for
the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from
disclosure. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify sender by return e-mail and destroy the
communication. Any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action concerning the contents of this communication or
any attachments by anyone other than the named recipient is strictly prohibited.

 

From: Murray - GovOffice, Ali [mailto:alexandra.murray@state.co.us]  
Sent: Thursday, May 25, 2017 10:26 AM 
To: Ostrander, Lisa <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com> 
Subject: Re: Touching Base

 

Hi Lisa,

I am so sorry for the delay.  Things have been crazy this week, and I kept returning to the draft email I was sending you
and never finished it!  We are set for the 2:30 pm meeting on Tuesday, 5/30 at the State Capitol.  When they arrive, they
will pull to our North Entrance (located at the intersection of Sherman and Colfax) and use the call box to let them know
they are here for a meeting with the Governor.  You will then pull to the West Side and park in space 2.  We will have
someone out there to escort them to security, which is very quick, but they should allow an extra 5 mins for that.  In that
meeting, we will have:
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper 
 

 Blame pie to go around, including big slice for governor, in Colorado
transportation failure - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
The Colorado General Assembly just ended a reasonably good 120-day
legislative session, but the legislators and the governor "kicked the can" down
the highway on one major challenge. A major state highway financing bill
failed to pass. 
  
At the start of the session in January, there was considerable agreement that
something had to be done about the crumbling roadways and clogged
interstates that are the Colorado highway system. And several senior
Democratic and Republican legislators came together to offer a compromise
approach. Here's what went wrong. 
  
Governor Hickenlooper said action on jammed and disintegrating highways
needed to be taken, and he gave some nice speeches around the state

Hickenlooper - GovOffice, John 
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pointing out that Utah was doing a better job on highways than Colorado. But
he did not send a well-worked out bill to the legislature with his name on it.
He stood aside, which is his habit, and left the responsibility of writing the
actual bill to the legislative leadership. 
  
Settle sage-grouse issues out of court, governor says - Daily Sentinel 
  
‘Colorado’s 16’ trail system makes progress - Aspen Daily News 
  
OPINION:Today’s political polarization isn’t that hard to understand - Denver
Post 
 

Economy
  
Denver's planning for combined retail shows this winter, but plans are up in the
air beyond that – Denver Business Journal 
  
In the wake of Wednesday's announcement that the owner of Salt Lake City's
big twice-yearly Outdoor Retailer trade show is buying up the equally big SIA
Snow Show that has been in Denver since 2010, it’s no slam dunk that Denver
will end up with all the shows. 
  
Key members of SnowSports Industries America, a nonprofit trade group, on
Wednesday approved the sale of the SIA Snow Snow, one of the Colorado
Convention Center's biggest annual events, to California-based Emerald
Expositions Events Inc., the owner of Outdoor Retailer – a 20-year Utah event
that Denver is competing to get. 
  
The story behind Denver’s most popular mobile app and why it needed to
change - Denver Post 
  
As Americans take on more debt, some pockets of concern - Denver Post 
  
These 11 retailers with a significant Colorado presence could be closing stores
- ABC 7 
 

Education
  
Meet Colorado’s resident expert on early childhood mental health - Chalkbeat
Colorado 
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Jordana Ash holds a job that doesn’t exist in most states. 
  
She’s Colorado’s director of early childhood mental health — a position
created three years ago within the state’s Office of Early Childhood. A local
foundation paid Ash’s salary for 18 months and then the state took over. 
  
The addition of a high-level state job dedicated to the mental health of
young children was a win for advocates, coming at a time of growing
awareness about the long-term impact of childhood trauma. Ash said her role
helps infuse both the Office of Early Childhood, where her unit is housed, and
other state agencies with programs and policies focusing on child mental
health. 
  
Educators working on creating more bilingual students worry new state
requirements aren’t high enough - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Colorado charter schools close to becoming most equally funded in U.S. -
Colorado Watchdog 
  
States, including Colorado, struggle with oversight of online charter schools -
Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado teachers to receive gun training - HPPR 
 

Energy & Environment
  
Homeowners, Lawmakers And Realtors All Wonder: Where Are Colorado’s Oil
& Gas Flowlines? - CPR 
  
When functioning properly, a flowline is an essential piece of underground
infrastructure that pushes gas, oil and water from a producing well to a
nearby tank or separator. But if a flowline isn’t regularly tested and properly
abandoned, it can cause problems. 
The April home explosion in Firestone that killed two men and seriously
injured a woman has been a very public example of what can go wrong. 
  
Oil and gas workers have been logging extra hours after Gov. John
Hickenlooper ordered all companies to pressure test their flowlines within
1,000 feet of buildings and fix leaks before June 30. The order came after
investigators concluded an improperly capped and abandoned flowline 6 feet
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from the Firestone home leaked gas into the surrounding soil. 
  
Garfield County: Data reveals over 1,700 oil and gas wells near buildings -
Aspen Public Radio 
 

Healthcare
  
OPINION: Medicaid is too expensive not to cut and too critical to decimate -
Denver Post 
 

Transportation
  
Plan for better roads - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
Addressing Colorado’s transportation funding needs (2 letters) - Denver Post 
 

2018 Race
  
AG Coffman sounded more executive than judicial during swing visit to the
Eastern Plains - Colorado Politics 
 

Federal
  
Insights: Trump’s deal on transportation is a ‘no deal’ for Colorado - Colorado
Politics 
  
Here’s how Colorado’s 9 members of Congress get along (or don’t) with
President Trump - Denver Post 
  
Authorities investigate possible opioid and other drug thefts by VA hospital
employees - Denver Post 
  
Of Note 
  
When Colorado's Vets Are Laid To Rest, This Bell Tolls Their Final Tribute -
CPR 
  
Next Up For Colorado Spelling Bee Champ Faith Baca? A National Wordy
Battle Royal - CPR 
  
Results: Bolder Boulder 2017 - Denver Post 
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Colorado Navy SEAL killed when parachute fails to open during Memorial Day
demonstration - Denver Post 
  
Denver marks Memorial Day with remembrance and reverence - Denver Post 
  
Is Boulder safe and welcoming? City spent $167,000 to find out - Colorado
Politics 
  
Trending: The 5 hottest Colorado Politics stories of the week - Colorado Politics 
  
Assisted suicide gets a ‘no’ — and then a ‘heck no’ — from the church -
Colorado Politics 
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Mead/Weld County  
1 message

Douglas Friednash - GovOffice Sat, May 27, 2017 at 6:45 AM
To: Governor John Hickenlooper 
Cc: jackic.melmed@state.co.us, marie.logsden@state.co.us, jacque.montgomery@state.co.us

MEAD/WELD COUNTY EVENT 
At 1517 hrs Weld County dispatch was advised of an explosion at an oil 
tank battery north of Hwy 66 and Weld County Rd 13 
Fatality:  One 
Injured:   Three.  One seriously, two moderately according to Mt. View 
Fire Department. 

CAUSE:  Contractors for Anadarko Petroleum Corporation were on the 
production facility doing maintenance work, perhaps related to 
plumbing between separators and oil storage tanks on the location.  We 
understand all wells supplying the production facility were shut-in, 
and all pipe valves were closed.  The maintenance work was not related 
to the COGCC’s recent NTO.  Without warning, there was an ignition and 
explosion that displaced two 300-barrel oil storage tanks and one 210 
-barrel fiberglass water tank from the bermed area of the production 
facility, and burned the inside third oil storage tank.  The ignition 
source remains unknown and under investigation at this time. 

STATE RESPONSE: 
FROM DNR:   Mountain View Fire Dept. had control of site until 
approximately noon today to will perform the cause and origin analysis 
and report.  Mtn. View will be releasing the site to OSHA today so 
OSHA can conduct/conclude its investigation into the worker injuries 
and fatality.  When OSHA completes its investigation, it will release 
the site back to Anadarko. 
COGCC dispatched two inspectors to the scene last night and provided 
technical assistance to Mtn. View FD with respect to oil and gas 
operations.  COGCC inspectors will also assist OSHA in its 
investigation.  COGCC dispatched an Environmental Protection 
Specialist to the site today to determine whether the accident 
resulted in spills or releases to the environment. COGCC will 
supervise Anadarko’s remediation of any such spills or releases. 
COGCC rules require Anadarko to file an Accident Report (Form 22) and 
we have reminded Anadarko of its obligation to do so within 10 days. 
In addition, COGCC has requested that Anadarko conduct a “root cause” 
analysis and provide a written report of that analysis ASAP. 

FROM CDPS: 
This was the original Post on WebEoc from Weld County Emergency 
Manager yesterday about the MEAD event: 
At 1517 hrs Weld County dispatch was advised of an explosion at an oil 
tank battery north of Hwy 66 and Weld County Rd 13. Mt View Fire 
responded with assistance from FredericK-Firestone and 
Platteville-Gilcrest Fire. Three victims were transported to 
hospitals. Fire agencies are working to put out the fire, there were 
work crews on site doing some kind of maintenance, the workers were 
injured. At this time there is no reports of property damage to homes 
and no information related to the cause. 
All public information is being handled by the Weld County Sheriff’s Office. 
Weld County EM Director - roy.rudisill at 17:14:06 on 05/25/2017 
    The Mt. View Fire Department were first responders along with Weld 



County Sheriff's officials.     CDPS members from the Divisions of 
DHSEM and DFPC also connected to that event to offer assistance, but 
no State assistance was requested of CDPS.   CDPS continued to monitor 
during and after event. 
Open Source:   One fatality, three injured, one seriously, two 
moderately according to Mt. View Fire Department.     No names or 
further details about conditions. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

Environmental groups ask state agency leaders to sway oil and gas
commission on lawsuit appeal - Gazette 
 

Hickenlooper won’t ask oil, gas panel to reconsider appeal - GJ Sentinel  
Despite continued calls from environmentalists to do so, Gov. John
Hickenlooper and his administration won’t be asking the Colorado Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission to reconsider its decision to appeal a court ruling
holding that public health must be protected as a precondition of allowing
drilling. 
 

Firestone residents meet face-to-face with Anadarko for first time since home
explosion - Fox 31 
… When asked about Governor Hickenlooper’s request for inspection of all oil
and gas wells and flow lines statewide, Walters said they are well on their
way to inspecting all owned by Anadarko.
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“We’ve been busy for the past several weeks,” he said. “We’re making good
progress on our wells. We still have a lot of work to do.” 
 

Timeline Of Fatal Gas Explosion At House In Firestone - CBS Denver 
FIRESTONE, Colo. (CBS4) – A sudden violent and fatal house explosion in
Firestone in April 2017 prompted statewide action related to gas wells by oil
& gas officials and Colorado lawmakers including Gov. John Hickenlooper. 
 

EDITORIAL: Activists target 'Big Wind' in war against energy - The Gazette 
… In a 2014 expose on the demise of anti- fracking ballot measures, Dyer
partly blamed the success of fracking on "the environmental movement's
support for natural gas enthusiasts such as Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton,
Mark Udall and John Hickenlooper, as well as for policies such as Colorado's
Clean Air, Clean Jobs Act and the Environmental Protection Agency's Clean
Power Plan that was proposed in June (2014) and based on Colorado's CACJ
act." 
 

Not-so-high anxiety: States move fast to protect pot industry - LA Times 
… Colorado lawmakers eager to allow clubs where pot connoisseurs could
consume the product opted to hold off, worried their efforts could antagonize
the Justice Department. Gov. John Hickenlooper warned legislators off plans
to allow medical marijuana deliveries in Colorado, saying they would send the
wrong message to Washington and put the state at risk.

Hickenlooper, who opposed the ballot measure legalizing recreational pot in
his state but has embraced the industry it created, has taken a diplomatic
approach to keeping Washington at bay. He and Sessions had an hourlong
meeting in Washington a few weeks ago, from which the governor emerged
mildly optimistic. 
 

Hickenlooper should sign civil asset forfeiture bill - Denver Post 
… We urge Gov. John Hickenlooper not to veto this important bill that also
requires law enforcement agencies to disclose their seizure revenue online
and document how any of that money was spent. The governor is under
considerable pressure to veto this bill from many of the state’s sheriffs,
chiefs of police, counties and municipalities. 
 

Colorado to start fining people caught 'rolling coal' - WCPO Cincinatti 
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Gov. visits Sterling to sign 2 bills - South Platte Sentinel 
 

Governor signs new construction-defects law - Biz West Boulder Valley 
 

Benton-Maestas is Colorado Governors Fellow - Alamosa News 
… Quarterly Forum (QF) and The Leaders Initiative (TLI) are proud to
announce the 2018 class of Colorado Governors Fellows. Representing a
diversity of industries, backgrounds, gender and geography, the 2018 Fellows
will participate in the second year of the Colorado Governors Fellowship
Program, a nonpartisan public policy program inspired by the White House
Fellows Program and Dr. Geoff Smart’s best-selling book, Leadocracy.

Supported by Governors Hickenlooper, Owens and Ritter, the Colorado
Governors Fellowship Program operates on the premise that government is
only as good as who is in it, and that the best executives from the private and
nonprofit sectors can elevate the brand of government by applying their skills
and experience to the public sector. Through a blend of education,
experience and exposure, the Fellowship Program engages our state’s best
and brightest leaders in an 8-month program aimed to inspire them to make a
difference through public service. 
 

Colorado governor, Denver mayor bestow state, city honors on John Elway -
Denver Broncos

 

LEGISLATURE

As GOP El Paso County Commissioners redraw their own district lines,
progressive activists have a message: We’re watching - Colorado Independent

 

State Sen. Matt Jones eyes life outside the legislature: a seat on the Boulder
County Commission - Colorado Politics

 

Rep. Mike Coffman asks mayor to help murder victim’s family after they
complain of being ignored by Denver police - Denver Post

 

For Dems, Colorado’s Coffman can do no right — even when he votes their
way - Colorado Politics 
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In politics as in life, there’s no pleasing some folks. Take, for example, an e-
missive blasted out this afternoon by the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee (the campaign arm of U.S. House Democrats), denouncing
Colorado’s 6th Congressional District Republican U.S. Rep. Mike Coffman over
his vote on the latest pending GOP health-care plan.

The group’s email — no doubt one of many sent to the districts of House
Republicans nationwide who voted for the plan to repeal and replace
Obamacare — points to a new Congressional Budget Office analysis that finds
among other things the GOP proposal would threaten the health coverage of
some 23 million Americans. The email asserts, “Bad news for Coffman: CBO
analysis confirms disastrous impact of House Republican repeal & ripoff bill.”

Except that Coffman was one of 20 Republicans in the House to vote against
the measure. You’d think the DCCC would have sent him a thank-you card or
at least blown him a Twitter kiss. Instead, they dis the guy — for voting their
way.

 

A Colorado Democrat with a rich history in politics gets ready to take a run at
Coffman in CD6 - Colorado Politics 
Get ready for a new player in the Democratic primary hoping to take on
Republican Mike Coffman in Congressional District 6 next year. Levi
Tillermann would bring a rich Democratic family heritage to the race.

 

Colorado lawmakers greet CBO score on Republican health care plan with
scorn, support - Denver Post 
WASHINGTON — Colorado lawmakers feuded Wednesday night over the
release of a new report which estimated the Republican health care plan that
passed the U.S. House in early May would lead to a loss of insurance for up to
23 million Americans by 2026.

The analysis by the Congressional Budget Office, a nonpartisan government
research group, also found the measure to replace the Affordable Care Act
would reduce the federal deficit by $119 billion over the next 10 years while
providing lower premiums for some consumers — as compared to a previous
Republican proposal — though that decline would be driven by less robust
insurance coverage.

 

2 GOP lawmakers ask Trump to leave Colorado monument intact - Colorado
Politics
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Which one of these Colorado politicians is a millionaire? (Gotcha! Trick
question.) - Colorado Politics

 

Colorado’s much-unloved 3.2 beer still the default brew despite 2016 legislation
- Colorado Politics

 
2018 ELECTION

Jessie Danielson makes a decision on Congress: She’ll run for state Senate,
instead - Colorado Politics 
A legislator widely expected to be a contender for Congress next year would,
instead, prefer to govern closer to home. Rep. Jessie Danielson, D-Wheat
Ridge, told Colorado Politics Wednesday that she intends to run for the state
Senate next year, instead.

She will run for the Senate District 20 seat to represent eastern Jefferson
County. The job is being vacated by Cheri Jahn, D-Arvada, who was elected in
2010 and faces term limits next year.

 

Dominick Moreno joins list of Colorado Democrats seeking to replace Ed
Perlmutter - Colorado Politics 
State Sen. Dominick Moreno will jump into the 7th Congressional District race
to replace Democrat Ed Perlmutter, Colorado Politics has learned.

Moreno becomes the third high-profile Democrat to join the race after
Perlmutter announced a run for governor in April.

The two other Democratic candidates, Rep. Brittany Pettersen and Sen. Andy
Kerr, are both from Lakewood in Jefferson County. Moreno brings the Adams
County perspective to the race, coming from Commerce City.

All three serve in the legislature together, which offers an interesting
dynamic. Moreno, a member of the powerful Joint Budget Committee, does
not plan on resigning to run for Congress.

ECONOMY

More Colorado School Districts Turn To Subsidized Housing To Retain
Teachers - KUNC
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At $1.4 billion, recent hailstorm that hit Denver was likely Colorado's costliest
ever - USA Today

 

Colorado Springs behind national average in funding parks, study finds -
Gazette

 

Trump budget elicits cheers and jeers from Colorado political leaders, based on
party, of course - Colorado Politics

 

Trump budget would boost Colorado Springs defense programs - Colorado
Politics 
The Pentagon on Tuesday released details on the Trump administration’s
proposed $54 billion hike in defense spending, including proposals that boost
programs in Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak region.

The 2018 budget would increase spending for satellite programs, missile
defense and the destruction of chemical weapons. The Air Force also would
get an extra $2 billion to hire 4,000 more airmen.

The Trump budget would give a big increase to Air Force space programs,
raising the budget to buy satellites, rockets and ground systems by more than
$600 million, from $2.8 billion to $3.4 billion.

 

Out-of-state dark money hurts Colorado elections - Reporter Herald 
The League of Women Voters supports campaign finance methods that ensure
the public's right to know, combat undue influence and enable candidates to
compete equitably.

A recent report stated the Koch brothers' Freedom Partners Chamber of
Commerce plans to spend up to $400 million on campaigns. The Bradley
Foundation, a conservative powerhouse from Wisconsin, has targeted
Colorado, according to Public News Service. This includes school board
elections where they seek to funnel public school dollars toward charter
schools.

 

The Great Colorado Payback: Does the state have your money? - KDVR Fox
31 
The Great Colorado Payback is responsible for reuniting Coloradans with their
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lost or forgotten assets -- and right now there are over 1.7 million people and
businesses eligible to claim property.

If you have lost track of a bank account, stock certificate, or a retirement
account; misplaced a rebate check, reimbursement or paycheck from a
business; or moved prior to receiving your Colorado state tax rebate, the
bank, business or state agency is required by law to file a report and forward
those assets to the Unclaimed Property office of the Colorado State
Treasurer.

 
REVENUE

Stephens: Colorado State’s winning percentage in revenue sports is among the
nation’s best - Denver Post

 

Colorado's new professional cycling race attracts 14 top pro teams - Denver
Business Journal

 

Owners approve sale of Denver's big SIA Snow Show - Denver Business
Journal

 

Chicago company buys Centennial Comcast development - Denver Business
Journal

 

Amazon launches grocery delivery service in Denver - Denver Post

 

Beer industry booming in Colorado, brings $15 billion in annual state
contributions - Denver Channel

 

Unique 2 Colorado Products - KDVR Fox 31

 

New trade organization aims to connect visual artists across Colorado - Aspen
Times 
A fledgling trade organization for Colorado visual artists is launching a
statewide series of artist meet-ups with an event at Justice Snow's in Aspen.
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The nonprofit Colorado Artists was founded by Roaring Fork Valley artist Lynn
Walforf and aims to provide professional support to working artists.

Its first "Violet Hour" event, aimed at connecting artists in rural areas, will be
Thursday at Justice Snow's in Aspen.

 

Colorado to receive $278,000 in Target data breach settlement - Denver Post 
Colorado will receive $278,914 from the $18.5 million settlement that Target
Corp. reached with 46 states and the District of Columbia over a massive data
breach in 2013, Attorney General Cynthia Coffman announced Wednesday.

Hackers breached Target’s gateway server in November 2013, capturing
contact information on more than 60 million customers and information on
more than 41 million credit and debit cards.

About 1 million Colorado consumers had their information compromised,
Coffman said in a statement.

Colorado is considered a U.S. hub for cybersecurity expertise. But compared
to other states, Colorado has weaker data breach and privacy laws, which
prevented the state from taking a lead in the litigation, she said.

 
TRANSPORTATION

Why Utah could steal Colorado's growth - 9 News 
FORT COLLINS COLORADOAN - When it comes to economic growth, there's a
boogeyman lurking to the west, waiting to lure Colorado-bound business out
of the Centennial State.

Colorado's roads are leaving its economy vulnerable to its neighboring states,
transportation advocates and the governor warned Tuesday.

Utah has been dumping money into its roads while Colorado has spent years
roiling in quagmire about how to pay for its highways. The debate reared up
again this legislative session, despite lofty aspirations and an ultimately failed
bipartisan push for $3.5 billion in new road funding.

 

US 34 in Colorado Reopens for Summer Season - US News

 

Two iconic Colorado roads reopening Thursday - KOAA News 5
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ENERGY

Funding available for agricultural hydropower projects in Colorado - The Fence
Post 
BROOMFIELD, Colo. — The Colorado Department of Agriculture and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service are
seeking applicants for on-farm agricultural hydropower projects. The total
amount of available assistance for this round is $1,200,000. The funding is
available to Colorado agricultural irrigators with appropriate hydropower
resources.

 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Homeowners, Lawmakers And Realtors All Wonder: Where Are Colorado’s Oil
& Gas Flowlines? - CPR

 

Company to Shut Down Well Linked to Fatal Colorado Explosion - US News

 

Anadarko to shut down well linked to fatal Firestone explosion - Denver Post 
The company that owns a gas well linked to a fatal home explosion in
Colorado says it will permanently shut down that well and two others in the
neighborhood.

Anadarko Petroleum announced the shut-down Wednesday in Firestone,
where an April 17 explosion killed two people. Investigators blamed the
explosion on unrefined, odorless natural gas from a severed 1-inch (2.5-
centimeter) pipeline.

The pipeline was thought to be out of service, but investigators say it was
still connected to a well near the home.

 

Extraction Oil & Gas: Inspections show its Broomfield wells to be safe - Denver
Business Journal

 

Denver-based Extraction Oil & Gas will move 40 wells out of Broomfield -
Denver Post 
Extraction Oil & Gas, Inc. will not file spacing applications in Broomfield
Thursday, as originally planned, and instead will allow Broomfield’s oil and
gas task force to continue its work.
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Instead the Denver-based company will submit applications for an area in
incorporated Weld County with the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission in time for a July hearing.

The addition of the so-called Coyote Trails Pad will shift 40 wells out of
Broomfield, reducing the proposed well count from 139 to 99, which breaks
down to 29 wells on the Lowell Pad, 19 on the Sheridan, 21 on the United and
30 on the Huron Pad.

 
JUDICIAL

Immigration Arrests, Deportations Way Up In Colorado And Wyoming - CPR

 

Colorado immigrant deported despite persecution claims - Coloradoan

 

Indonesian man living in Aurora, facing persecution in his homeland for being
Christian, is deported - Denver Post 
An Indonesian man living in Aurora with his wife and teenage son and who
came to the United States to escape persecution for being a Christian has
been deported after being detained by immigration officials Tuesday.

Advocates say Haris Simangunsong, who was living in the country unlawfully,
had been moved to San Francisco on Wednesday morning. Federal authorities
said Wednesday afternoon that he had been deported to Indonesia.

Simangunsong’s supporters fear he could be jailed, hurt or worse when he
returns to his homeland.

 

Feds “bullying” Pitkin County over immigration stance, sheriff says - Denver
Post 
The Department of Homeland Security will try to intimidate Pitkin County
officials next week over their recent stance on immigration by including the
Sheriff’s Office on a list of noncompliant law enforcement agencies, Sheriff
Joe DiSalvo said Tuesday.

Pitkin County, Boulder County and three other unnamed Colorado counties
will be included on the renewed nationwide list, though all 64 Colorado
counties observe a policy of not holding illegal immigrants without an arrest
warrant signed by a judge, said DiSalvo and Boulder County Sheriff Joe Pelle.

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=d92e783c08&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=2fd00e61f2&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=676e8b06b6&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=6d9046af57&e=1398fbf492


“The federal government and this administration is bullying us to try and
succumb to their morality, and I don’t like it,” DiSalvo said. “I’m unhappy
we’re now being singled out for speaking our minds and other communities
who didn’t have their (federal) funding intact.”

 

Status of SEC administrative law judges still in doubt following Denver appeals
panel ruling - Denver Post 
The federal 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver has turned down a
government appeal to redecide an earlier ruling that likely nullifies hundreds
of decisions made in securities cases in Colorado and five other states.

At issue is whether administrative law judges within the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission properly hold their jobs – hired through a civil service
process rather than appointed by the agency’s head or the president of the
United States.

In Denver, the judges of the appellate court voted not to rehear a case in
which Bandimere Speedway co-founder David Bandimere had been absolved
of an earlier sanction for his part in a $20 million Ponzi scheme. The court
had determined the method the SEC used to hire the judges – by the
government’s personnel office – was unconstitutional, thereby vacating any
sentence on Bandimere.

 

Clean-air advocate files intent to sue Colorado Springs officials for defamation -
Denver Post 
A Monument clean air advocate is threatening to sue Colorado Springs
officials and representatives of the city’s publicly owned utility claiming they
smeared her for discussing concerns about a coal-fired power plant.

Leslie Weise announced her intention to sue for defamation in a May 16 claim
notice alleging “a coordinated campaign to attack (her) character.”

The notice – seeking at least $1.3 million – is the latest salvo in an ongoing
feud over Weise’s contention that Colorado Springs Utilities and city leaders
have withheld internal data showing harmful levels of sulfur dioxide emissions
from the Martin Drake Power Plant in downtown Colorado Springs – a charge
the city and its utility provider have denied.

 

Surveillance video captures people of interest in Boulder anarchist graffiti spree
- Denver Post 
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Surveillance video shows two people Boulder police believe could have
“valuable information” about the recent anarchist graffiti spree in downtown
Boulder, and authorities are asking for the community’s help in identifying
them and finding out more information about the case.

The video shows two masked, hooded people walking in the alley of one of
the victimized shops, Helping Hands Herbals, located at 1021 Pearl St. The
video shows the individuals entering about 12:38 a.m. early Tuesday and
returning about 2 a.m…

… The tags include the anarchist symbol — an “A” inside a circle — and spray-
painted phrases such as “Kill Trump,” “Blue Lives Shatter,” “All Cops are
Bastards,” and “To Be Governed Is Disgraceful.”

 

Denver grand jury indicts 11 for ID theft that yielded more than $100,000 -
Denver Post

 

Littleton man admits to starting fire at Trump hotel in Las Vegas - Denver Post

 
MARIJUANA

Report: Medical marijuana could poach more than $4B from pharma sales
annually - Denver Post; The Cannabist

 

South Dakota jury acquits Colorado marijuana consultant of all charges in weed
resort case - Denver Post; The Cannabist 
 

HEALTH

The Home Front: In Pueblo, Colorado, where Donald Trump won, 40% are on
Medicaid - Colorado Independent

 

Officials warn rabies risk on the rise in Colorado - KDVR Fox 31

 

Charges filed in botched transgender surgery case; victim blames a broken
health care system - Colorado Independent
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Colorado assault case exposes transgender health issue - 9 News 
KUSA - The transgender woman at the center of a case that's made headlines
nationwide blames the system as to why she turned to a "back alley"
procedure.

James Pennington, 57, is accused removing a transgender woman's testicles
during a botched surgery. The Westminster man, charged with aggravated
assault, is now out on $50,000 bond.

 
HUMAN SERVICES

Foster care shift: Colorado kids removed from homes now more likely to live
with relatives than in group setting - Denver Post 
Colorado once sent more foster children to austere and clinical residential
centers than it did to the homes of relatives, institutionalizing more than
1,000 of the most challenging wards of the state each year.

That has shifted dramatically over the past decade, a transition so swift and
stark that more than 20 residential treatment centers in Colorado have
closed.

Calm, nurturing homes are better for kids, say child advocates and
government officials. The downside, though, is that children with more acute
needs — those who in the past would have gone to treatment centers with
round-the-clock paid staff — now are going to foster parents and relatives
who in some cases are overwhelmed.

 

Colorado Outdoor Recreation Search and Rescue cards help fund emergency
efforts - Reporter Herald

 

Wickstrom: Women are the fastest-growing segment in hunting, fishing and
shooting sports - Denver Post 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has many programs to aid women in getting
outdoors.

 
ENVIRONMENT

City of Colorado Springs to start spraying Cheyenne Cañon for budworm - Fox
21 News 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — The city of Colorado Springs is taking steps to
make sure a native bug doesn’t cause damage to trees in Cheyenne Cañon.
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The Western Spruce Budworm has been around for the last 15 years and if it
isn’t treated could cause a big problem.

 

Three Colorado cities have top park honors in U.S. - 9 News

 
EDUCATION

'Rosybelle' is bringing the arts to rural western Colorado - 9 News 
School buses are viewed as transportation for kids, but one Colorado town has
turned the school bus into a classroom.

 

This Is Globeville: Student Podcast Digs Into North Denver's Legacy And
Future - CPR 
There are three defining characteristics of the longtime North Denver
neighborhood of Globeville. The most notable are "The Mousetrap" — where
Interstates 25 and 70 meet — and a legacy of industrial pollution. The third,
and most recent, is something the rest of Denver is intimately familiar with:
Gentrification.

 

Should cursive be required in Colorado schools? - 9 News 
… The Department of Education says penmanship classes were dropped when
the new Common Core educational standards were crafted, but some states
are taking steps to ensure cursive instruction remains for elementary school
students.

 

U.S. Air Force Academy graduation - KOAA News 5

 

Syrian refugee gives commencement speech in Boulder - Colorado Politics

 

Colorado schools to participate in spaceport rocket launch - KCBD

PUBLIC SAFETY

A look at accidental child shooting cases in Colorado - Summit Daily  
DENVER — Colorado recorded four accidental shootings involving children
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under 12 from 2014 through 2016, including two that resulted in charges
being filed.

Nationwide, there were 152 accidents in which children under age 12 either
killed themselves or were mistakenly shot and killed by another child.

 

Over Colorado: Keeping flyers safe at DIA - 9 News

 

Colorado airport part of TSA test screenings for larger electronics - Coloradoan

 

TSA tests tougher security screenings at Colorado Springs Airport - KOAA
News 5

 

Former boxer sentenced to 48 years after beating to death a 4-year-old boy in
Lakewood - Denver Post

 

Man in demonic clown makeup, now accused in killing, lived in dark fantasy
world, friends say - Denver Post

 
#COLORADOPROUD

Effort Underway To Boost Broadband Service In Rural Colorado - CBS Denver

 

Breaking Bread: Can Coloradans Sit Down And Figure Each Other Out? - CPR 
We've heard so much about how divided the country had become during and
after the presidential election that we got to thinking: Could Coloradans sit
down and figure each other out? So we pulled together a group of folks for
what we plan to be a series of conversations called Breaking Bread. We
served up dinner -- along with bread -- and asked six people from six
different walks of life and political viewpoints to sit down and listen to each
other.

 
OF NOTE

Colorado’s No. 3 in protests: Does it have a future in political tourism? -
Colorado Politics
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Hundreds of entrepreneurs show up in Centennial for chance to pitch Shark
Tank’s sharks - Denver Post

 

Vail Resorts, Summit County strike deal on Keystone workforce housing -
Denver Post

 

Global SuperTanker could soon fight fires in Colorado - KKTV 11 News 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (KKTV) - The world's largest firefighting tanker is
moving closer to fighting fires in Colorado. The Global SuperTanker is housed
in Colorado Springs, but right now it can't join the fight.

However, the company told 11 News they are working on a contract with the
state of Colorado right now. The state could potentially sign off on it in June.

 

Bear trying to get doughnuts tears off Colorado car bumper - WJLA D.C.

 

Like your open space? Colorado Springs has what Denver is losing - Gazette 
A decade of high-density development and population growth inside Denver is
devouring breathing room: Open space per resident has shrunk to less than
the national norm.
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper 
 

Hickenlooper: Trump’s budget proposal threatens Colorado’s “hard-earned
progress” - Denver Post 
  
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper on Tuesday slammed President Donald
Trump’s budget proposal, calling it a “devastating” plan that would benefit
the rich at the expense of the poor. 
  
“It really is Robin Hood in reverse — stealing from the poor (and the middle
class) to give to the rich,” Hickenlooper, a Democrat, said in a statement. 
  
The $4.1 trillion spending plan, unveiled by the Republican president earlier
in the day, proposes deep cuts to an array of domestic programs, including
Medicaid, food stamps, highway funding and medical research. It also cuts
taxes, with the rich seeing more relief than the typical middle-class
American. 
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Gov. Hickenlooper, officials talk state transportation infrastructure needs at
Northern Colorado Economic Alliance meeting - Greeley Tribune 
  
Hickenlooper has signed bill to explore Front Range passenger train service.
What now? - Denver Post 
  
Utah a boogeyman waiting to steal Colorado's growth. Officials blame
transportation - Coloradoan 
  
Hickenlooper toasts $28.9 million Budweiser upgrades - Coloradoan 
  
Governor hails efforts to promote economy - Business Times 
  
Hickenlooper signs construction-defects reform into law - Denver Business
Journal 
  
Virginia Governor Explores Pardon For Undocumented Immigrant - Patch 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Ute Indian Museum Grand Opening June 10 - Los Animas Daily Post 
  
With approximately 200 artifacts, the exhibits will feature artifacts that have
never been on display including a velvet dress belonging to Chipeta and a
painted hide. 
  
Objects that highlight contemporary Ute life including a beaded cell phone
case, an oil rig drill bit, and a Bear Dance shawl will also be displayed. Many
beloved artifacts will return to the museum, especially belongings of Ute
leaders Chief Ignacio, Chief Buckskin Charley, Chief Ouray and Chipeta. 
  
“We are excited to be able to celebrate with the community the opening of
the museum and share the living culture and history of the Ute people,”
Museum Director CJ Brafford said. “The Montrose community showed
incredible support for the project and we are happy to share this beautiful
new space, exhibits, programs and events with the three Ute tribes and the
Montrose community.” 
  
The museum will also include a new gift shop, patio with stunning views of
the San Juan Mountains, beautiful curved walls and vibrant colors that
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represent Ute tribal identity and expanded rental spaces and will continue to
be available to the community as a regional gathering place. 
  
The opening event will include presentations from representatives of the Ute
Mountain Ute Tribe, Southern Ute Tribe and the Ute Indian Tribe—Uintah and
Ouray Reservation, Director CJ Brafford, Colorado Commission of Indian
Affairs Executive Director Ernest House, Jr., Lt. Gov. Donna Lynne, Montrose
County Commissioner Keith Caddy, City of Montrose Mayor Roy Anderson and
Alpine Bank, Assistant Vice President Allison Nadel. 
  
Ute Indian Museum is located at 17253 Chipeta Road in Montrose, Colo.
Admission is free for kids (18 years old and younger) all summer, $6 for adults
and $5 for seniors. The museum will be open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sunday. For more information, call
970.249.3098. 
 

Economy
  
Beer Industry Contributes $15 Billion Annually to Colorado Economy - PR
Newswire 
  
Colorado Business Roundtable names Joe Rice to its ’Inner Circle’ - Colorado
Statesman 
  
Shoddy condo construction lawsuits in Colorado just got harder to file, but that
doesn’t mean development slumber is over - Denver Post 
 

Energy & Environment
  
Jeremy Nichols: Federal energy policy threatens Colorado's clean energy -
Daily Camera 
  
President Trump is making good on his promises to prop up the fossil fuel
industry. In doing so, he's undermining Colorado's development of a thriving
clean energy economy and denying the reality of coal's decline. 
  
Spurred by Trump's orders, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke lifted a moratorium
on the sale of public lands for new coal mining. The moratorium was put in
place in 2016 amid a mounting scandal over the management of publicly-
owned coal. 
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At the time, the Interior Department was selling coal at below cost, cutting
the mining industry breaks on royalty payments, failing to ensure adequate
reclamation of mines, and refusing to address the climate consequences of
authorizing new coal mining. The Interior Department's inspector general, the
U.S. Government Accountability Office, and members of Congress all called
for reforms, underscoring the need for a pause on new coal sales. 
  
Environmental groups ask state agency leaders to sway oil and gas
commission on lawsuit appeal - Colorado Politics 
  
OPINION: The inconvenient truth about the death of the Colorado Energy
Office 
 

Health Care
  
Could Trump Budget Reverse Health Innovation in Colorado? - Public News
Service 
  
President Trump's proposed budget includes cutting more than $800 billion
from Medicaid, and some Colorado health officials are concerned the move
could reverse progress made by a pilot program that has managed to improve
health outcomes and cut costs. 
  
Ross Brooks, chief executive of Mountain Family Health Centers, said
Medicaid Prime, currently at work in six Colorado counties, has been
especially important for middle-class and low-income workers in the state's
expensive resort communities. 
  
"Basic affordability is out of reach for a lot of families," he said, "which means
that people delay getting necessary preventive care that works, and instead
wait until problems become big issues - and wait to access health care - until,
oftentimes, it's too late." 
  
Prime began in 2014 as a way to manage payments under Medicaid expansion,
and has shown that when more people have access to preventive care, costs
can be contained. Brooks said the proposed Medicaid cuts would put 400,000
Coloradans at risk of losing coverage, but is hopeful the U.S. Senate will see
the value of expanding programs such as Prime as it revises the American
Health Care Act. 
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Medical marijuana: Can it help combat the opioid addiction epidemic? -
Colorado Statesman 
  
Charges filed in botched transgender surgery case; victim blames a broken
health care system - Colorado Independent 
 

Legislature
  
Did the Colorado legislature’s biggest compromise set a Republican tripwire
over TABOR? - Colorado Independent 
  
In the days after the end of the latest legislative session, a narrative that
emerged was one of bipartisanship and compromise. 
  
But “compromise” can sometimes be a dirty word, especially when it comes
to party primaries, plenty of which could take place in 2018. Some potential
challenges follow a high-stakes deal lawmakers passed to reclassify the
state’s hospital provider fee so it is exempt from the Taxpayer’s Bill of
Rights, commonly known as TABOR. 
  
A constitutional amendment narrowly approved by voters in 1992, TABOR
limits government spending through a complex formula, and in certain
segments in and outside the Capitol is sacred to limited-government
conservatives. 
 

Local Affairs
  
The Denver Metro's Hunger For Housing Is Squeezing Mobile Home Parks -
CPR 
  
Seen on a map, it’s clear why a developer would be interested in Denver
Meadows Mobile Home and RV Park in north Aurora. 
  
The CU Anschutz Medical Campus and new VA Medical Center overlook the 20-
acre property. A creek runs along the area until the waterway enters a
nearby park. And the Colfax stop on RTD’s new R-Line is well within walking
distance. 
  
The park’s owner, Shawn Lustigman, intends to close the park next June.
That would affect around 100 families who live in Denver Meadows, which
residents describe as a tight-knit community that’s relatively affordable. 
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After Sweeps, Denver’s New Lockers For Homeless Are A ‘Move In The Right
Direction’ - CPR 
  
Survey: Marijuana not a driving factor for rising homeless population  -
Colorado Springs Independent 
  
Construction underway on tiny home village to house homeless in RiNo - ABC
7 
 

Federal
  
Trump budget elicits cheers and jeers from Colorado political leaders, based on
party, of course - Colorado Politics 
  
Trump budget impact: Proposal would make big cuts to EPA, DOE, Interior,
energy research (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Trump budget impact: Colorado housing programs on chopping block (full
article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Shuttering the revolving door, Bennet bill would institute lifetime lobbying ban
for lawmakers - Colorado Statesman 
 

Of Note
  
Breaking Bread: Can Coloradans Sit Down And Figure Each Other Out? - CPR 
  
A Colorado reporter finds criminal evidence— in a landfill - Colorado
Independent 
  
Denver’s increasing population density takes its toll: breathing room drops
below national norm - Denver Post 
  
The best summer beer festivals in Colorado for 2017 - Denver Post 
  
$1.4B May hailstorm on track to be Colorado's most expensive ever - ABC 7 
  
Report: Colorado’s Ken Salazar was hired by Anadarko after Firestone
explosion - Colorado Independent 
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Full Articles
  
Trump budget impact: Colorado housing programs on chopping block (full
article below) – Denver Business Journal 
  
The $4.1 trillion 2018 budget proposal released by President Donald Trump's
administration Tuesday boosts funding for the military and border security
while maintaining funding for Social Security and Medicare, but suggests
among its various cuts to social programs the elimination of two programs
that Colorado housing advocates say are "critical" to the state's efforts to
combat the deepening affordable housing crisis here. 
  
The proposal includes the elimination the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program and the Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)
program. Both programs are used to bolster housing assistance programs
across the country, but the administration argues that state and local
governments are better equipped to react to market forces and individual
needs in cities and towns than the federal government. 
These two programs accounted for $33.8 million and $13.2 million for housing
projects in Colorado in 2016, respectively, according to a letter sent to
Colorado’s Congressional delegation on April 7, signed by the leaders of
several statewide organizations. 
  
"Preservation of both CDBG and HOME is critical for Colorado. We cannot
afford to lose ground. Today, half of our state’s renters find themselves
housing cost-burdened, spending more than 30 percent of their gross annual
income on rent," the letter states. 
  
Eliminating these programs is cause for concern among housing advocates in
Colorado and in Denver, where housing costs continue to rise and the amount
of federal money for housing programs flowing into local coffers has already
slowed in recent years. 
  
"Colorado’s housing needs are at a critical point. As of first-quarter 2017, the
average rent in Colorado was $1,310(per month). If you earn minimum wage,
your wages earned from 35 hours of every work week go toward your rent.
That is unsustainable. We cannot afford to lose resources such as CDBG and
HOME that are actively being leveraged by local cities and counties for
affordable housing and economic development," said Cris White, CEO and
executive director of the Colorado Housing Finance Authority Inc. and one of
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the signatories of the letter. 
  
Together, the eliminations of the CDBG and HOME programs would cut nearly
$4 billion from the federal budget in 2018, according to the administration's
proposal, with CDBG making up $2.9 million of that total. 
  
The CDBG program was created in 1974, and since then, the federal
government has spent $150 billion on it, according to the Trump proposal.
The document goes on to call into question the program's effectiveness. CDBG
funds can be used for a variety of purposes beyond housing development,
including infrastructure and public improvements and other public services. 
  
"Studies have shown that the allocation formula poorly targets funds to the
areas of greatest need, and many aspects of the program have become
outdated," the proposal states. "Moreover, decreasing appropriations
combined with an increasing number of localities qualifying for CDBG
allocations has reduced the size of the individual grants over time, making
CDBG less impactful." 
  
The proposal, which cites a 2014 study on the efficacy of CDBG, goes on to
say that state and local governments are better positioned to deal with the
needs currently addressed in part by CDBG money. 
  
Similar logic is applied to the elimination of the HOME program. 
  
"Housing for low-income families is currently funded by multiple funding
sources, including federal, state and local governments, as well as the private
and nonprofit sectors. The result is a fragmented system with varying rules
and regulations that create overlap and inefficiencies, as well as challenges
to measuring collective performance," according to the proposal. 
  
But the April 7 letter to Colorado's elected representatives notes that
including money from CDBG and HOME allows other affordable housing
funding mechanisms to function, filling funding gaps and allowing projects to
be constructed. 
  
"Additionally, Colorado Housing and Finance Authority estimates that 37
percent of the affordable housing supported with low-income housing tax
credits (LIHTC) in 2016 also included state or local CBDG or HOME funds as
part of the financing stack required to make these transactions feasible," the



letter states. 
  
Low-income housing tax credits are one of the primary public funding sources
for affordable housing in Colorado, but demand for the credits regularly
outstrips supply. 
  
Every president's budget proposal is considered as more of a wish list than a
policy document, because Congress passes its own budget resolutions and
appropriations bills. 
  
  
Trump budget impact: Proposal would make big cuts to EPA, DOE, Interior,
energy research (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
President Donald Trump’s budget proposal, released today, could have a big
impact on parts of Colorado’s economy focused on energy and the
environment. 
  
And on the energy front, the big picture is mostly unchanged from the
president's "skinny budget" proposal in March— with sweeping cuts and
changes proposed to agencies and programs that play a prominent role in
Colorado’s economy. 
  
Trump’s proposed budget included $3.6 trillion in spending cuts over the next
10 years, which the president said would be made up by economic gains he
expects from the administration’s policies — resulting in a deficit that’s
smaller by $5.6 trillion, his administration says. Democrats and many outside
experts call those assumptions exaggerated. 
  
The Trump spending plan — which faces an uncertain future in Congress —
calls for a $54 billion increase in defense spending in 2018, balanced by an
equal amount of cuts in non-defense programs. 
  
It includes big cuts to agencies that have a big presence in Denver and across
Colorado: 
  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s budget was cut by $2.6 billion, a
31.4 percent reduction, to a total of $5.65 billion, mirroring the cut first
proposed in March. The agency has a regional headquarters in Denver. 
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The U.S. Department of Energy’s budget would be cut by $1.7 billion, or 5.6
percent. DOE's National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL) is in Golden. 
  
The U.S. Department of Interior’s budget received a cut of 10.9 percent, to
$11.7 billion, in the proposal. The agency also has a regional office in Denver,
and owns and manages the 36 percent of Colorado’s land that belongs to the
federal government, including sprawling Bureau of Land Management acreage
as well as Rocky Mountain, Mesa Verde and Great San Dunes national parks. 
  
Eliminating federal agency jobs could have a significant impact on the Denver
metro area, which has one of the biggest concentrations of federal employees
— 54,000 — outside of Washington, D.C. 
  
How much of the budget proposal will be enacted is unknown. But the
proposal as it stands not only outlines the high — and low — priorities of the
Trump administration, it also offers a starting point for negotiations that will
continue for months. 
  
'Simply a blueprint' 
  
Congressional representatives have noted for weeks that Congress is
responsible for setting the budget and that the president’s proposed budget is
just that — a proposal. 
  
Colorado’s Republican U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner has said as much. 
  
“I’ll be reviewing the president’s budget outline that was released today, but
it is important to remember that Congress sets funding levels, and this is
simply a blueprint from the administration,” Gardner said. 
  
“As Congress works on its budget I will speak up for programs that are
important to Colorado while also identifying what duplicative and
unnecessary programs can be cut. We can be both fiscally responsible and
take care of those in need,” he said. 
  
Gardner and five other Republican senators sent a letter to Trump last Friday
arguing in favor of increased funding for the DOE's research programs. 
  
“The Department of Energy’s research programs have made the United States
a world leader in science and technology, and will help the United States



maintain its brainpower advantage and remain competitive with countries
like China and India,” the senators wrote. 
  
The letter also noted that the temporary budget extension Trump signed on
May 5 to extend funding for the government included “record” funding levels
for the DOE’s research programs, including the Advanced Research Projects
Agency-Energy ( ARPA-E) and NREL’s parent office. 
  
Colorado’s Democratic U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet said he believes the budget
proposal “is completely out of step with Colorado’s priorities. Over the past
several months, I’ve not heard a single Coloradan ask for cuts to health care,
education, or clean energy.” 
  
Bennet noted the proposal cut $9 billion in education funding, makes
additional cuts to programs for clean energy, and reduces support for state
programs focused on clean air and helping pay utility bills. 
  
Among Colorado’s U.S. representatives, Diana DeGette, a Denver Democrat,
called the president's proposal “heartless and short-sighted.” 
  
NREL could get a big hit 
U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton, the Republican who represents much of the Western
Slope and the Pueblo area, said that he welcomed Trump's input on the fiscal
2018 budget — which he said “must prioritize funding for national defense
and diplomacy.” 
  
“It is also critical that we focus federal resources on programs that deliver
results for Americans and create jobs, and we must ensure our social safety
nets are sustainable for those who truly need them,” Tipton said. 
  
Locally, the proposed budget could hit hard at NREL in Golden, via cuts to an
arm of the DOE that’s responsible for 80 percent of the laboratory’s funding.
NREL’s last budget, in fiscal 2016, was $386.8 million. 
  
Trump’s budget proposes a total of $636 million for the DOE’s Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy “to support the national labs effort
to drive energy innovations in renewable energy, next-generation
transportation, and energy efficiency,” according to the DOE’s statement on
the budget. 
  



That’s a 70 percent cut from the $2.09 billion the office received in the
government’s 2017 budget. 
  
Also, the DOE’s Office of Fossil Energy budget would be reduced 54 percent in
Trump's spending plan. The office oversees research into “clean coal”
projects that reduce carbon emissions from the abundant fuel. The Office of
Nuclear Energy budget also declines almost a third in the proposal. 
  
U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry said today that the proposal delivers on the
administration’s promise to “reprioritize spending in order to carry out DOE’s
core functions efficiently and effectively while also being fiscally responsible
and respectful to the American taxpayer. 
  
"It reflects the importance of strengthening our nuclear capabilities, and
places an emphasis on early-stage energy technology research and
development," Perry added. "As we refocus resources, we will continue to
utilize our national laboratories for cutting-edge science in order to improve
both our energy and national security. I look forward to working with
Congress as the budget process moves forward.” 
  
Zeroing out energy research agency 
  
The Interior budget would be trimmed over all by nearly 11 percent, but
Trump's spending plan includes an additional $189 million, an increase of
about $24 million, to “strengthen oil and gas and coal programs by improving
the application and permitting processes, and supporting related rights of
way,” according to a statement from the Interior Department. 
  
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said the budget is the result of having
“identified areas where we could reduce spending and also areas for
investment, such as addressing the maintenance backlog in our National Parks
and increasing domestic energy production on federal lands." 
  
In addition to BLM and the national parks, the Interior Department oversees
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S.
Geological Survey, among other agencies focused on land and resources. 
  
On the energy front, the proposal calls for opening up the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge for oil and gas development and also selling half the nation’s
stockpile of oil in the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, a move the proposal said



would raise more than $16 billion over the next 10 years. 
  
The reserve is a complex of four sites, with deep underground storage
caverns created in salt domes along the Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coasts, that
store emergency supplies of crude oil owned by the U.S. government. As of
last Friday, it held 687.7 million barrels of oil — enough to supply the nation
for nearly 150 days. 
  
The budget also proposes selling the transmission lines owned by the the
Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) for $580 million. 
  
WAPA, which has its headquarters in Lakewood, transmits hydroelectric
power over 17,000 miles of transmission lines to customers in the agency’s
15-state region. 
  
The budget also proposes repealing WAPA’s borrowing authority the agency
uses to build powerline projects “that are best carried out by the private
sector,” the proposal said. 
  
Like the March “skinny budget” proposal, the extended budget would zero
out the Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-E), which funds
research on next-generation energy technologies. Colorado has 22 active
projects in the ARPA-E program, according to the agency’s website. 
  
On infrastructure, the Trump plan includes $200 billion for infrastructure as
the government’s share of a $1 trillion initiative to upgrade the nation’s
roads, bridges, pipelines and other segments. 
  
The rest of the money, according to the proposal, will come from
“incentivized non-federal funding” as well as private money spent on projects
that “would not have happened but for the administration’s involvement (for
example, the Keystone XL Pipeline).” 
 

###

Shadrey Sands 
Project Coordinator 
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

Hickenlooper orders halt to fight over court oil-gas ruling, but AG Coffman
moves ahead - Denver Post 
 

Colorado attorney general appeals oil and gas case in defiance of Hickenlooper
- Denver Business Journal 
 

Attorney General Coffman appeals Martinez decision over Governor
Hickenlooper’s objection - Colorado Statesman 
 

Colorado governor and attorney general at odds over oil and gas drilling
decision - Colorado Politics 
Gov. John Hickenlooper is on a collision course with Republican Attorney
General Cynthia Coffman over an appeal of a Colorado Court of Appeals
decision emphasizing health and safety in permitting drilling.

The Democratic governor chose not to recommend an appeal in the case,
while Coffman is moving forward with an appeal, despite the governor’s
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decision.

“We notified the Attorney General that we did not want to pursue an appeal
of the Martinez case. We believe that the statute governing the commission’s
powers does not include the authority to initiate an appeal in this case,” read
a statement from the governor’s office.

“However, the Attorney General reached a different legal conclusion. While
we understand and respect the commission’s desire for further clarity from
the Supreme Court, we believe the court of appeals’ decision does not
represent a significant departure from the commission’s current approach.
The commission already elevates public health and environmental concerns
when considering regulating oil and gas operations.”

The Republican attorney general received pressure from the oil and gas
industry and business interests to appeal the case. 
 

A special session for wind power? So says Independence’s Amy Cooke -
Colorado Politics 
Citing unnamed sources, the Independence Institute’s Amy Oliver Cooke
asserts in a blog post that Gov. John Hickenlooper has an ulterior motive in
talking up a possible special session: He wants to promote wind power on a
massive scale. And he wants to throw the keys to behemoth public utility Xcel
Energy, Colorado’s largest power provider.

According to her blog post, that was supposed to have been accomplished
during the regular 2017 session that concluded last week. The vehicle, Cooke
writes, was going to be an amendment inserted into a bill introduced late in
the game, Senate Bill 301, sponsored by Republican state Sen. Ray Scott of
Grand Junction.

Gov. Hickenlooper signs bill to combat opioid epidemic - Fox 31

Colorado to spend $1 million to continue fight against opioid abuse - Denver
Post 
Colorado is amplifying its efforts to combat the opioid epidemic with the
creation of a research center that makes the state a national leader.

“This is a major step forward,” said Gov. John Hickenlooper as he signed the
measure into law Senate Bill 193.

Looking at the 10,000 drug overdoses in Colorado since 2000, particularly
opioid-related deaths, he added: “There’s no questioning that’s something
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out of control.”

The $1 million effort housed at the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical
Campus in Aurora will focus on expanding prevention, treatment and recovery
efforts. 
 

Gov. Hickenlooper considers Lima-Marin pardon request - Fox 31

 

How did no one know a felon who was ordered to go free was flagged for
deportation? - 9 News

 

State reps ask Hickenlooper to pardon Lima-Marin as legal response to ICE
hold - Denver Post 
State Reps. Paul Rosenthal and Dave Williams have written a letter asking
Gov. John Hickenlooper to grant a pardon to Rene Lima-Marin as a possible
legal remedy for the 38-year-old Aurora man who was ordered released from
prison Wednesday only to be taken into custody by immigration officials who
could possibly deport him to his native Cuba.

Rosenthal, D-Denver, and Williams, R-Colorado Springs, were part of the
recent bipartisan effort in both legislative chambers that unanimously passed
resolutions urging the governor to grant clemency to Lima-Marin. He had been
mistakenly released early from a 98-year sentence for crimes stemming from
two 1998 video store robberies and started a family and built a new and
successful life, only to be sent back to prison when the mistake was
discovered in 2014.

 

Colorado will no longer lock up people who are suicidal or in mental health
crisis - Denver Post

 

Colorado Mental Health Laws Redone - The Patch

 

Colorado will no longer lock up people who are suicidal or in mental health
crisis - The Gazette

 

Colorado bans using jails for mental health holds - The Denver Channel
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New Law Gives Mental Health Response System A Makeover - CBS Local  
DENVER (CBS4)– Gov. John Hickenlooper has signed a bill into law that
overhauls the state’s mental health response system and de-criminalizes
mental illness. 

The new law ends the practice of putting people who are in crisis in jail. 

“Having a mental illness is terrifying in itself in your own brain,” says Chrissie
Hodges, who knows what it’s like to be held against her will for no other
reason than a mental illness. “It’s that added layer of shame that really does
exacerbate the symptoms. It really makes you believe you shouldn’t be part
of society.”

 

Lawmakers Green-Light Driverless Cars In Colorado - CBS Local  
DENVER (CBS4)– Get ready to share the road with cars that drive themselves.
Gov. John Hickenlooper is expected to sign a bill that paves the way for the
new technology in Colorado, after state lawmakers gave it the green light.

 

Bill to encourage and help fund employee-owned companies becomes law -
Denver Business Journal

Aging small business owners who would like to leave their companies to their
employees rather than sell them to an outside interest will have state-
sponsored help in doing so, under a bill that was signed into law Thursday
morning by Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper.

House Bill 1214, sponsored by Rep. James Coleman, D-Denver, mandates the
Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade promote
the ability of individually owned businesses to convert to employee stock
ownership plans (ESOP) to companies that may be interested in such a move,
and it allows OEDIT to offer revolving loans of as much as $10,000 to business
owners wanting to follow that path.

 

Open and presidential primaries are now the law in Colorado - Denver
Business Journal

 

Governor signs bill implementing unaffiliated voting - Grand Junction Sentinel
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Bill signing ceremony takes place on campus - CU Boulder Today

 

Hickenlooper welcoming upgrades to Fort Collins' Budweiser brewery - The
Coloradoan 
 

 LEGISLATURE

The headliners at CACI’s upcoming congressional luncheon have been literally
making headlines - Colorado Politics  
So, seven members of Congress walk into a luncheon with a bunch of business
bigwigs and …

… Well, we’ll be able to finish that joke after we find out if all the “invited
panelists” — Colorado’s seven members of the U.S. House of Representatives
— actually show up for the Colorado Association of Commerce and Industry’s
biennial Congressional Luncheon in Denver on Aug. 9.

 

Q&A w/Andy McElhany: A former legislative leader surveys the landscape -
Colorado Politics 
Colorado Springs Republican Andy McElhany spent 14 years in Colorado’s
General Assembly, from 1994 to 2008. He served in both chambers and as a
member of the minority as well as the majority, ending his tenure in elected
office as state Senate minority leader. His lengthy legislative record ranged
from a bill repealing the “marriage penalty tax” to legislation enforcing child-
support laws. Along the way, he was honored as an outstanding legislator by
the Associated Press, the Colorado Union of Taxpayers, the Colorado Springs
Chamber of Commerce, and United Veterans of Colorado. He developed a
reputation as a budget hawk and advocate of tax limitation. (A more dubious
distinction: He also was my boss during my long-ago stint as a legislative
staffer.) Although McElhany logged his last sine die nearly a decade ago, the
77-year-old retired real estate broker has hardly retired from politics. 

Was Colorado’s Ken Buck shooting the messenger or just shooting the breeze?
- Colorado Politics 
Without peeking at that folded-up front page of the New York Times that’s
working its way down your pile of backlogged must-reads on the corner of
your desk, could you say with certainty just what Donald Trump is supposed
to have done in his dealings with the Russians that may have broken the law?
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Perhaps you can but — true confessions — we’d have to check the Times.

And so it goes with political controversies for a lot of us rank-and-file voters,
going all the way back to the scandals of the Johnson administration —
Andrew, not Lyndon. The details are fuzzy. (Quick: Do you remember why Bill
Clinton was impeached? You do remember he was impeached, don’t you?)

Maybe, in a roundabout way, that’s what Colorado’s 4th Congressional
District U.S. Rep. Ken Buck was getting at with his remark on KOA-AM radio
the other day that the media are “inventing this Russia story” about Trump.

 

Editor’s Notebook: 2017 Legislature - Cause for celebration (but not too much)
- Denver Business Journal 
The 2017 session of the Colorado Legislature is finally over amid much public
back slapping and group congratulation because lawmakers appeared to
compromise on a few key issues, such as transportation funding and
construction defects legal reform.

While certainly cause for celebration, it seemed a little over-the-top to me.
First of all, not that much was accomplished. And let’s remember that it’s
the Legislature’s job to compromise. It’s members are supposed to work
together for the mutual benefit of the state’s citizens and taxpayers.

It only appears to be a huge step forward, however, because sadly it hardly
ever happens anymore, certainly not in Congress and increasingly at the state
level. Typically, sessions end with lots of partisan finger-pointing and blame
laying about which party obstructed progress more. So when there’s
incremental movement forward — which occurred this year — it seems bigger
than it really is.

 

Colorado's delegation welcomes appointment of Robert Mueller as special
counsel - Daily Camera

 

Federal bills from Colorado legislators seek to shield state marijuana laws,
open banking - The Cannabist

 

New law allows counties to consider retail marijuana sales tax - Durango
Herald 
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 #COLORADOPROUD

Once-Abandoned Water Tank, Now a “Sonic Treasure” in Western Colorado,
Wins Award - Westword

 

Former Colorado Springs reporter named as finalist in prestigious contest -
Colorado Springs Independent

 

Perfection Is the Only Option in Colorado's Home-Brew Market - Vice News

 

Facebook to stream 20 baseball games, starting with Colorado Rockies -
Denver Business Journal 
 

ECONOMY

Denver falls to 10th place nationally in startup activity, annual report finds -
Denver Post

 

Exclusive: Boomtown, CableLabs' UpRamp seek startups to innovate cable -
Denver Business Journal 
Two Colorado programs -- startup accelerator Boomtown and CableLabs’
entrepreneurship program UpRamp -- are now working together to help
launch new businesses developing technology for the cable media and
broadband industries.

The UpRamp and Boomtown partnership plans to bring 20 such startups
through Boomtown’s 12-week accelerator programs in Boulder over three
years in the hope of seeding a new generation of innovators for the cable
industry.

 

Colorado Mills closure means Lakewood could lose $350,000 a month in taxes
- 9 News

 

Report: Colorado Taxpayers Paid $522M to Imprison Criminal Illegal Aliens in
Last 20 Years - Breitbart News 
Colorado taxpayers paid more than half a billion dollars to imprison criminal
illegal aliens over the past 20 years, according to a report.
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An analysis of the Colorado Department of Corrections’ State Criminal Alien
Assistance Program (SCAAP) applications showed that taxpayers paid more
than $522 million toward the incarceration of aliens, CBS Denver reported.

SCAAP is a federal grant designed to foot the bill for some of the costs
associated with incarcerating illegal aliens.

In order to receive SCAAP funding, the state’s prisons must give the
Department of Justice a list of names of illegal aliens and how much time
they have served behind bars.

 

Colorado offers incentives to corporate-housing firm, restaurant show - Denver
Business Journal 
Colorado Economic Development Commission members approved incentives
Thursday to keep an expanding corporate housing firm in Denver and to help
a TV show pilot starring one of Denver’s most notable chefs become a full-
time TV series.

Commissioners voted unanimously to award as much as $2.1 million in job-
growth incentive tax credits to “Project Emerald,” an unnamed, nine-year-
old tech-enabled company that manages short-term housing for a variety of
client needs.

 

5 years later, 1st 2 projects under Colorado tourism-incentives law are on very
different paths - Denver Business Journal 
Five years to the day that the Colorado Economic Development Commission
approved public funding for the first two projects in the controversial
Regional Tourism Act program, one of them is exceeding expectations for its
early efforts to attract new visitors to the state, while no work has begun on
the other one.

In fact, commissioners noted those substantial differences Thursday as they
praised the efforts of officials connected to the Gaylord Rockies hotel and
conference center in Aurora while authorizing a 90-day extension on a multi-
faceted Pueblo project that could have had its funding revoked had EDC
members not agreed to grant it more time.

 

Downtown Denver Partnership honors 6 projects (Photos) - Denver Business
Journal 
The Downtown Denver Partnership bestowed its annual awards Thursday
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night, recognizing six projects that contribute to the economic health and
vitality of the central business district.

 

Tennessee soapmaker debuts in Colorado as part of 3-market expansion -
Denver Business Journal

 

Boulder County banks, nonprofits forming coalition to help people avoid fees -
Daily Camera 
 

EDUCATION

In Aurora’s schools, there’s no escaping the politics of immigration - Colorado
Politics 
Chalkbeat Colorado’s Yesenia Robles captures the no-win frustration of trying
to assuage anxiety as well as anger over the immigration tug-of-war in an
urban Colorado school district, Aurora Public Schools. Denver’s eastern
neighbor is easily one of the most ethnically diverse communities in the state
and has one of the highest concentrations of immigrants. And like other
communities in the wake of Donald Trump’s election last fall on a platform
that included a crackdown on illegal immigration, Aurora has had to grapple
with fears among immigrants — including in its classrooms — that their days in
the country could be numbered.

 

Millennial Policy Center continues its focus on higher ed with May 25 forum -
Colorado Politics

 

Nominate a local teacher for Colorado Teacher of the Year; application online -
Vail Daily

 

Colorado Springs elementary named one of nation's best urban schools -
Colorado Springs Gazette

 

Denver Public Schools’ glaring conflict: both authorizing and operating schools
- Chalkbeat
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ENERGY

Xcel Colorado power outages reported after storm - 9 News

ENVIRONMENT

Spring snowstorm has statewide impact - KOAA 5 News

 

Snowpack and reservoir storage levels looking good as summer watering
approaches - Colorado Springs Gazette

HEALTH

South Platte River tests high for levels of E. coli - Denver Post

 

Is There A Drug To Help People Stay Healthier, Longer? Two Colorado Profs
Say It's Possible - CPR 
As science advances, there's reason to believe humans will live longer in the
future. And two professors from Colorado State University think they're on the
way to finding a plant-based compound that could help people stay healthier
as they grow old.  

Professor Karyn Hamilton and Associate Professor Benjamin Miller are co-
directors of Colorado State University's Translational Research on Aging and
Chronic Disease Laboratory in the Department of Health and Exercise Science.

 

Study: Teens With Access To Guns Are At Higher Risk For Mental Health
Problems - CPR

 

Pueblo's Parkview Medical Center partners with UCHealth - Pueblo Chieftain

HUMAN SERVICES

Denver Veterinarian Helps Veterans Who Need Care For Their Pets - CPR

 

Boulder board delays vote on 1440 Pine St. proposal after marathon public
hearing - Daily Camera 
Messy roads under a deluge of wet spring snow didn't stop more than 100
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citizens from packing the Municipal Building on Thursday night for a nearly
four-hour public hearing on the proposal to house chronically homeless young
adults in downtown Boulder.

The Planning Board was finally set to vote on the project, after about a year
and a half of often-spirited community debate. Anticipating a lot of citizen
input, the board started its meeting an hour early on Thursday, but public
comment still lasted until after 11 p.m.

Because of the late hour, the board decided to postpone its deliberation and
vote to May 30 at 6 p.m.

JUDICIAL

Jesse Oliver gets life in prison for deadly 2015 double shooting in Denver -
Denver Post

 

S.D. Sioux tribe’s cannabis resort consultant faces trial on drug charges -
Denver Post

 

Colorado Oil-Gas Regulators Take Rules Dispute to High Court - US News 
DENVER (AP) — The Colorado attorney general asked the state Supreme Court
on Thursday to settle a dispute over how much weight public health and the
environment should have in regulating the booming oil and gas industry.

Attorney General Cynthia Coffman asked the justices to review a decision by
Colorado's second-highest court, the Court of Appeals, that said health and
environmental protection should have a higher priority than regulators
currently give it.

MARIJUANA

Marijuana sending more teenagers to the emergency room, Children’s Hospital
doctor finds - Denver Post 
The number of teenagers and young adults going to the emergency room at
Children’s Hospital Colorado for what appears to be marijuana-related
reasons increased significantly after legalization, a new study by a Children’s
doctor found.

Dr. Sam Wang said his study contrasts with surveys that suggest youth
marijuana use in Colorado has not increased since legalization. But he said
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the study also has its limitations, meaning it adds important data to the
debate over legalization but is not the final word on it.

 

Fox News says Colo town “overrun” by weed-smoking panhandlers. Residents
push back - The Cannabist

 

Strange bedfellows Coffman, DeGette fight feds’ marijuana meddling -
Colorado Politics

 

Signatures, and message, delivered to Denver City Hall: End 4/20 rally -
Colorado Politics

NATURAL RESOURCES

After Firestone fatal blast, Anadarko promises extra protection on older oil, gas
wells - Denver Post

 

Colorado fracking company to be sold to Texas firm for $285 million - Denver
Business Journal

PUBLIC SAFETY

Lakewood looks to boost bike safety - Denver Post 
How much space should you give bicyclists when passing them on the road?
And is it really legal to cross over a double yellow line when passing someone
on a bike?

Lakewood residents may soon have an opportunity to get those and many
other questions answered as Gary Harty, founder of the Lakewood Bicycle
Advisory Team, is trying to bring a Bicycle Friendly Driver course to Lakewood
recreation centers. He’s also encouraging the city to have staff members who
drive as part of their jobs take a course on sharing the road safely with
bicyclists.

 

Body-cam captures split second decision in Colorado police shooting - Kansas
City Star
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Body cam video shows Colorado deputy shooting armed suspect - NY Daily
News

 

The Home Front: This creepy law enforcement story out of southern Colorado
is getting crazy - Colorado Independent

REVENUE

Deal to sell SIA Snow Show to Emerald Expositions moves Denver closer to
landing huge Outdoor Retailer trade shows - Denver Post 
Snowsports Industries America, the group whose annual Snow Show trade
show is booked in Denver through 2030, has reached an agreement to sell to
Emerald Expositions, eliminating a final obstacle to Denver securing
Emerald’s lucrative and influential summer and winter Outdoor Retailer
shows.

SIA on Thursday sent its more than 1,000 members a 16-page letter detailing
the $16.7 million deal that the trade group’s board unanimously approved last
week. If members vote to approve the deal, the “Outdoor Retailer Snow
Show” will debut in January in Denver, but future Outdoor Retailer shows in
the Colorado Convention Center are still under negotiation.

TRANSPORTATION

Colorado growth: 5 telltale signs Colorado is filling up fast - The Denver
Channel 
DENVER – Looking at the numbers, Colorado’s growth is astonishing.

The Centennial State had the second fastest rate of population growth in the
country in 2016, and Denver took the top spot as the fastest growing major
city in the nation, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.  

Some say the state’s growth is becoming unmanageable -- and crowded roads,
parks, and a dwindling supply of homes may demonstrate that belief.

2018 ELECTION

Perlmutter picks up key endorsement in Colorado governor’s race: pipefitters -
Colorado Politics
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Dennis Hisey files for Colorado state Senate seat - Colorado Springs
Independent

OF NOTE

Landfill worker finds apparent evidence linked to lieutenant who had evidence
in storage locker - Denver Post 
PENROSE, Colo. — More pieces of apparent evidence linked to a former
Fremont County Sheriff’s lieutenant have been found.

The Pueblo Chieftain reports (http://bit.ly/2pPHekI ) Robert Dodd, who
resigned from the sheriff’s department last month, had already been charged
with abuse of public records and two counts of second-degree official
misconduct before the recent findings.

 

Affidavit: Colorado man used ax to kill 4-year-old nephew - The Coloradoan

 

Colorado Women for Trump standing by president - KDVR 
DENVER -- It has been a turbulent week for President Donald Trump's White
House.

First came the firing of FBI Director James Comey, then the release of
classified information to Russia and finally the accusation Trump personally
asked Comey to leave the investigation into Michael Flynn alone.

On Wednesday, the Department of Justice appointed a special prosecutor to
handle the investigation.

So are Trump's supporters still with him? It appears so.

"I don't," said Charlene Hardcastle of Colorado Women for Trump when asked
if the president has done anything wrong. "The only thing he's done wrong is
eat too much ice cream."

 

Uncertainty Hangs Over An Ambitious, And Undocumented, Grand Junction
Teen - CPR 
Diego is a high school student in Grand Junction and he has a lot at stake
right now, along with about 17,000 other young people in Colorado granted
temporary relief from deportation by the government.

Like them, Diego was brought to the U.S. illegally as a child -- in his case,
from Mexico. This story does not use Diego’s real name.
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He and his family have cause for concern, because of a presidential race in
which then-candidate Donald Trump made talk of undocumented immigrants,
increased deportations and a bigger border wall a centerpiece of his
successful White House campaign. As part of that campaign he promised to
cancel the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.

 

Denver’s interracial marriage rate higher than growing national average -
Denver Post
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

  
  
Editorial: Wins in 2017 Colorado legislature took real leadership - Denver Post 
  
The Colorado General Assembly concluded on Wednesday with a few very
clear winners who struck important compromises on issues critical to the
state: Senate President Kevin Grantham, R-Cañon City; House Speaker
Crisanta Duran, D-Denver; and Gov. John Hickenlooper. 
  
Even though some of the top bills to pass in 2017 don’t have those three
names on them, it speaks volumes for the political leaders that they were
willing to switch gears and back bills brought forward by others in their
caucuses. That’s statesmanship. Grantham, Duran and Hickenlooper should
ask their critics what exactly they accomplished in the last 120 days. 
  
First, after years of unsuccessful attempts to reign in lawsuits over faulty
construction of multifamily housing, House Bill 1279 will require more than
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half of the owners in a project to approve litigation before it moves forward. 
  
Second, charter schools will finally get a fair share of voter-approved
property tax increases that benefit school district operations over and above
state funding, in House Bill 1375. 
  
  
Editorial: For the governor, a moment of truth - Daily Camera 
  
The best-known tale of redemption in popular literature might be that of
Ebenezer Scrooge, Charles Dickens' unhappy old miser turned generous and
joyous by visits from spirits — or, possibly, a series of nightmares, depending
on your views of Jungian dream analysis and the supernatural. 
  
But Scrooge is far from alone. Redemption is a common theme in storytelling
both highbrow and low, from Satan in Milton's "Paradise Lost" (it generally
takes a semester to explain) to Oskar Schindler in "Schindler's List" to Darth
Vader himself, if you made it to the end of "Return of the Jedi." 
  
And now, the governor of Colorado, his politics of quirkiness beguiled and
besmirched by his friends in the oil and gas industry, has a rare chance to
redeem himself before he leaves office, perhaps even softening an enduring
reputation as Gov. Frackenlooper here in Boulder County. 
  
It is an opportunity to acknowledge that recent events have disproved his
idealized view of modern oil and gas operations. His thesis — that oil and gas
drilling is so safe and well-regulated today it can be located right in the
middle of residential neighborhoods, posing no safety threat — was destroyed
when a tragic mistake blew up a house in Firestone last month, killing two
residents and severely injuring a third. 
  
  
Editorial: We must respond decisively to complex causes of Firestone tragedy -
Greeley Tribune 
Clanahan: Governor should step in to improve air quality - Colorado Springs
Gazette 
  
 

LT. GOVERNOR LYNNE
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The 2017 Prime Health Innovation Summit - CyberMed News 
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
Editorial: Mixed legislative session - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
The Colorado legislative session adjourned last week with a mixed bag of
good, bad and indifferent results for 2017. 
  
Once again, lawmakers passed a record high state budget topping $28 billion,
set yet another all-time high $6.6 billion funding for public schools and $9
billion for the department that oversees the ever-rising cost of Medicaid. 
  
Those are the big-ticket items that, interesting enough, drew relatively little
of the partisan rancor that so often comes out of Washington, D.C. 
  
State lawmakers finally reached agreement on making the hospital provider
fee an enterprise, exempt from Taxpayer's Bill of Rights revenue limits, thus
averting a threatened cut of up to $528 million of state and federal matching
funds to support Medicaid caseload increases. 
  
  
Editorial: End of lawmaking session prompts compromise bills - Longmont
Times-Call 
Advocate for small businesses gives Colorado General Assembly a grade of B-
for session - Colorado Statesman 
  
  
A style change in the Colorado Republican Senate helped advance critical
issues - Colorado Politics 
  
Prior to the start of the legislative session in January, Republican Senate
President Kevin Grantham said restructuring a hospital fee to raise money for
state services was off the table. 
  
House Speaker Crisanta Duran, a Democrat, said the point was so lost, it was
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the definition of insanity for her party to keep asking. 
  
Republicans prior to the session also pushed a familiar narrative of using
existing tax revenue and fighting against any tax increases. 
  
But then came bills backed by prominent high-profile Republicans aimed at a
tax increase for roads and a restructuring of the Hospital Provider Fee. 
  
  
Editorial: An eye on Black Hills [re: SB-301] - Pueblo Chieftain 
Fort Collins lawmakers already eye issues for 2018 - Coloradoan 
  
 

AGRICULTURE
  
  
Abbott: If farmers were in charge of farm policy - Daily Camera 
  
 

BUDGET & TABOR
  
  
Greenwood: State funding goes up but school funding remains low - Pueblo
Chieftain 
  
With the great recession fading from the rearview mirror and housing prices
climbing in Denver and Front Range communities, Colorado continues to show
signs of a healthy economy. Colorado revenue is expected to grow 4 percent
in the current fiscal year and 5.2 percent in 2017-18. 
  
The sunny economic picture is a stark contrast to the dark state of K-12
public school funding. It is widely acknowledged that student funding has
decreased over the past two decades. In 1980, per pupil funding was $232
more than the national average. By 2013, this number had fallen to $2,070
less than the national average. If you multiply $2,000 by the enrollment of
your neighborhood school you can imagine the loss of funding Colorado School
Districts have been facing. 
  
The slow erosion of K-12 funding is due to a number of legislative decisions
made starting in 1982. In short, the combination of the Gallagher Amendment
and TABOR have created a stranglehold on the state's ability to collect, retain
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and spend revenues. 
  
A succession of school finance legislations including Amendment 23,
Referendum C, Mill Stabilization and the Negative Factor were aimed at
propping up funding for K-12 education. While providing short-term gains, the
long-lasting impacts have created a black hole of funding. 
  
 

#COLORADOPROUD
  
  
3 fallen Colorado law enforcement officers remembered in annual tribute -
KDVR 
  
Cody Donahue of the Colorado State Patrol, Derek Geer of Mesa County and
Nathaniel Carrigan of Park County were included in the annual tribute
produced by the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund. 
  
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security John Kelly spoke at the ceremony before the reading of
the fallen officers’ names. 
  
Later in the program, Attorney General Sessions and Concerns of Police
Survivors National President Brenda Donner led the lighting of candles. 
  
In addition to the 143 officers who died in 2016, the names of 251 officers,
who died in prior years, were added to the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial this spring. 
  
  
DBJ & 9News 9Neighborhoods: Lowry, a former Air Force base that's taking off
- Denver Business Journal 
  
 

CORRECTIONS
  
  
Colorado’s pricey polygraph testing of sex offenders under fire as critics target
accuracy, expense - Denver Post 
  
Colorado has spent more than $5 million to administer polygraphs on
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convicted sex offenders over the last seven years despite concerns that the
tests are so unreliable they can’t be used as evidence during civil or criminal
trials. 
  
Polygraphs help officials decide which prisoners convicted of sex offenses are
suited for release from prison by probing their sexual history, attitudes about
their crimes and whether they are committing new offenses. They also guide
how offenders on parole or probation are supervised. 
  
“The polygraph really gives useful information,” said Lenny Woodson,
administrator for the Colorado Department of Corrections’ Sex Offender
Treatment and Monitoring Program. “And we’ve made it clear in our
standards that it isn’t to be used in isolation. We’re using as many avenues as
possible to make treatment decisions.” 
  
But a bipartisan cross-section of legislators and a retired judge have joined
with offenders and their families to question the validity of the tests. They
contend too much weight is placed on what they argue is little more than
junk science. Flawed polygraphs can complicate efforts for low-risk sex
offenders to get paroled and lead to new restrictions for parolees or
probationers, critics say. Failure to take the tests can lead to sanctions,
including eventual revocation to prison. 
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
‘Don’t go after kids,’ jobs expert counsels - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
The Western Slope’s economic expansion hopes are best pegged to high-tech
companies and employees more interested in schools for their children than
young college grads wanting to be in the middle of the action, the former
head of Denver’s economic development arm said. 
  
“Don’t go after kids,” Tom Clark said Saturday at the Colorado Cooperation
Conference at the DoubleTree Hotel. 
  
Better to seek out companies led by people who are more interested in such
things as schools, outdoor recreation and other, non-business-related
amenities. 
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He learned that lesson the hard way when surveying high-tech economic-
development prospects for Denver, said Clark, who retired this spring after 14
years as chief executive officer of the Metro Denver Economic Development
Corp. 
  
  
Boulder tech academies swamped as they race to retrain workers - Daily
Camera 
Tourists, transients change Old Town perceptions - Coloradoan 
Pay for CEOs of Colorado Springs companies nearly doubles in 2016 -
Colorado Springs Gazette 
Steamboat Springs hospitality workers recognized by Colorado Tourism Office -
Steamboat Today 
  
 

EDUCATION
  
  
BVSD board defends Bruce Messinger firing in letter - Daily Camera 
  
  
Erjavec: Business, school partnerships enhance education in Colorado -
Pueblo Chieftain 
  
Colorado's community colleges play an essential role in meeting the
workforce demands of Colorado's businesses and helping students obtain good
jobs. 
  
Through innovative partnerships, Pueblo Community College and others have
found ways to enhance and expand education and training programs in areas
that are vital to our local communities and economy. 
  
The latest example is a partnership with Delta Dental of Colorado, the state's
leading dental benefits provider, to enhance programs that educate dental
hygiene students at PCC and two other colleges in the Colorado Community
College System. 
  
Through a $1.5 million endowment, each school can offer at least five
scholarships to study dental hygiene, a career field that is in high demand in
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Colorado and vital to statewide efforts to expand access to quality oral
healthcare. The endowment will fund state-of-the-art equipment so that
students are well prepared for clinical settings when they graduate. Schools
will be able to continue to attract and retain quality teachers through Delta
Dental Professorships. 
  
  
More questions than answers on how fossil fuel divestment could impact CU
Boulder - Daily Camera 
CMU graduates celebrate fruits of their hard work - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
 

HUMAN SERVICES
  
  
Foster care parents are always in demand in El Paso County, state - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
Today, and on any given day in Colorado, five children will be removed from
parents and domestic environments that are "unsafe," according to the state
Department of Human Services. 
  
The ideal outcome is to return these children to a healthy and permanent
home with their birth parents, or a relative or adult with whom they already
have a close relationship. For many of the children removed from homes in
Colorado, that's what happens. 
  
But for 2,058 children and teens in foster care, and more than 800 living in
group homes and stabilizing from trauma in residential treatment facilities, a
future with a family depends - at least temporarily - on strangers. 
  
"It does help a child or youth stabilize in general when they know they have
somewhere to go," said DHS child welfare division director Ann Rosales. 
  
  
Home, hope and heart: The antidote for siblings victimized by brutality and
neglect - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
 

LOCAL AFFAIRS

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=06a5259f29&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=53517e1a6d&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=31dc68c205&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=5a870ae0de&e=1398fbf492


  
  
Spencer: Different homeless populations require different solutions - Daily
Camera 
  
 

MARIJUANA
  
  
How marijuana saved this small Colorado town from ruin - Salon 
  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES
  
  
Knutson: Central Colorado Water plays key role in water issues in northern
Colorado - Greeley Tribune 
  
If water is the lifeblood of rural Colorado, it is also the lifeline to the family
farms and ranches that sustain our region's agricultural economy. 
  
While it is easy at times for residents of Colorado's population centers along
the Front Range to overlook how scarce water is in the arid West and how
vital it is to the viability of their communities, rest assured that farmers and
ranchers never take water for granted. It is that essential to their survival. 
  
Since its creation in 1965, the Central Colorado Water Conservancy District
has played a pivotal role in addressing that need. The district provides critical
water storage for district residents and users and the communities they call
home. 
  
The district is a voice, and a force, for how we can best use our water to fuel
agricultural and other local industries — and be a champion of the region's
water issues. CCWCD has taken up the task of lobbying on behalf of its water
users in the General Assembly. Whether opposing detrimental legislation or
promoting new laws, the district has been an active advocate to increase
water availability to CCWCD constituents. 
  
  
BLM proposes oil, gas leasing near Loma - Grand Junction Sentinel 
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OF NOTE
  
  
Editorial: Editorial: Mayor Suthers would be good choice for FBI - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
A big win for the country could be a disruption to Colorado Springs. 
  
For that reason, it is simultaneously exciting and troubling to learn about
Colorado Springs Mayor John Suthers making President Donald Trump's short
list of potential appointees to replace James Comey, who was fired this week
as director of the FBI. 
  
"Colorado's John Suthers would be an excellent choice to lead the FBI,"
tweeted U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner. 
  
To some throughout the country, the mayor of Colorado Springs might seem
an odd choice to head the federal government's primary law enforcement
bureau. They might ask how governing a city of a half million people relates
to federal law enforcement. 
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  
  
Tester: A look at the dangers of distracted driving - Glenwood Springs Post-
Independent 
  
 

REVENUE
  
  
Colorado converts “substantial” number of electronic tax refunds to paper
checks because of fraud concerns - Denver Post 
  
A “substantial” number of state tax filers in Colorado who requested direct
deposit for their refunds this year are instead receiving a paper check in the
mail to address concerns about taxpayer identity fraud, a problem that
affects hundreds of thousands of Americans each year. 
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The Colorado Department of Revenue said filers who unexpectedly
receive refund checks in the mail — it declined to say how many taxpayers
are affected — should not jump to conclusions. 
  
“Receiving a paper check does not mean a taxpayer’s identity has been
compromised. It is a safeguard measure,” said Mim Mirsky, a department
spokeswoman. 
  
Another scenario where people should be concerned — when they didn’t file a
return or weren’t expecting a refund and a check shows up in the mail out of
the blue. That could indicate someone filed a return in their name. 
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER

 
  
Hickenlooper may call special session of Legislature to deal with unfinished
business – Denver Business Journal 
Gov. John Hickenlooper is considering calling the Colorado Legislature back
into a special session to deal with topics that he felt it didn’t address thoroughly
enough, particularly transportation funding and the soon-to-be-shuttered
Colorado Energy Office. 
  
The Democratic governor said Thursday at a media briefing that he will take the
weekend to consider whether to bring legislators back, but that he already has
told several members of the House and Senate that they should not plan
vacations this month. The announcement comes just one day after the
adjournment of the 2017 session. 
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Hickenlooper has called a special session just once in his seven years in office
— in 2012, after the Legislature filibustered to death a civil-unions bill on its
penultimate day. 
  
Senate President Kevin Grantham, R-Cañon City, immediately questioned the
logic of the move, saying it would be pointless to spend taxpayer money to
keep lawmakers in Denver unless Hickenlooper has the ability to change liberal
House Democrats’ minds over the energy office and unless he has an ability
that Grantham did not to push a proposed transportation sales-tax hike through
the Republican-majority Senate. 
  
  
Colorado governor, Republicans spar over energy office cuts after session ends
– Denver Post 
 Moments after applauding state lawmakers for what he called “the most
productive legislative session” since he took office, Gov. John Hickenlooper
expressed bewilderment at the deal that got away. 
  
“To be honest, I couldn’t believe the two sides would allow Colorado to be the
first state in the western U.S. without an energy office,” Hickenlooper told
reporters at a Thursday press briefing. 
  
With hours to go until the clock ran out on the 2017 legislative session
Wednesday, lawmakers hit an impasse on a measure to renew $3.1 million in
funding for the Colorado Energy Office, which is now set to lapse on July 1. 
  
The late breakdown in talks marred what was otherwise universally hailed as
an especially productive session, with the split legislature coming together to
approve major bipartisan deals on hospital funding, charter schools,
transportation and construction defects litigation. 
  
  
Seen: Colorado Symphony Ball raises $1 million for music outreach and
programming initiatives – Denver Post 
 Sandy Elliott met John T.M. Wright at a fundraiser for the Denver Chamber
Orchestra not long after he settled in Colorado in 1985. Their shared love of the
performing arts — he was a Colorado Symphony trustee and she continues to
serve on the boards of both the symphony orchestra and Colorado Ballet — led
to a courtship and eventual marriage. 
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Known throughout the world for his important contributions to open-heart
surgery technology, Wright was the founder of Genesee BioMedical and
inventor of the Hancock II valve, a component of the pacemaker medical
device. 
  
He also was a motorcycling enthusiast. 
  
When he died in 2012, two months shy of his 78th birthday, his wife used
proceeds from the sale of his valuable collection of motorcycles to make a
significant gift to the symphony. 
  
  
Disaster declared for Beulah flooding – Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
  
 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DONNA LYNNE
 

  
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Partners in the Outdoors Conference Welcomes
Lt. Gov. Lynne for 4th Annual Conference - CPRA 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, with the support of our Partners in the Outdoors,
provide an opportunity for promoting strong initiatives that link a coalition of
organizations, agencies, schools and communities. 
  
The 4th Annual Partners in the Outdoors Conference is a platform for
conversation and planning, professional development and workshops to
strengthen the statewide efforts of all partners involved. 
  
The 2017 conference will bring together an assembly of stakeholders in the
future of Colorado’s outdoors and recreational opportunities. Attendees at the
conference are dedicated to fostering a strong conservation ethic throughout
Colorado communities, creating a bond to ensure awareness and respect for
natural resources and outdoor recreation. 
  
 

LEGISLATURE 
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Colorado’s Legislative Year Ends With A Cram Session – Colorado Public
Radio 
Colorado's state legislature wrapped up its work late Wednesday night. Over
the past four months, state lawmakers introduced and debated nearly 700 bills.
Among them were some big bipartisan wins — and losses. 
Lawmakers argued into the last minutes of the session over a plan to re-
authorize the Colorado Energy Office. But they couldn’t come to a deal, which
means the office will be powering down, July 1, when most of its funding runs
out. 
  
Democrats wanted the office to continue with its current mission focused on
renewable energy. Republicans saw this as a chance to trim some of those
programs and change the mandate to support a different energy mix, including
fossil fuels. 
  
“We want to have a discussion about a broad energy policy in the state,” said
Rep. Cole Wist, R-Centennial, “and for quite some time, the Colorado Energy
Office has been a one-trick pony, only focusing on renewables.” 

  
Legislators save local hospitals – Alamosa News 
After it passed in the Senate on Monday by 25-10 votes, the House passed
Senate Bill 17-267 by 49-16 votes on the last of the Colorado General
Assembly's session yesterday. Called "Concerning the Sustainability of Rural
Colorado," the large bill reclassifies the hospital provider fee, gives money to
rural schools, increases recreational marijuana taxes, funds roads, adjusts the
Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TABOR) and more. 
  
While all of those portions impact the San Luis Valley, enterprising the hospital
provider fee saves local hospitals from closing or reducing services since it
avoids $528 million in state budget cuts. 
  
"We we're looking at between 3 and 4 million dollars per year in an immediate
cut," said San Luis Valley Health CEO Konnie Martin. "That's some very real
money in an organization of our size and we would be cutting essential services
if that had happened." 
  
All Colorado hospitals pay a fee, based on a formula of uninsured and Medicaid
patients, to the federal government. That money is then pooled, matched and
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redistributed among the hospitals that have the highest number of uninsured
and Medicaid patients using a different formula. 
  
  
Colorado hospital provider fee passes state legislature – Summit Daily  
 Senate Bill 17-267, which among other items prevented massive cuts to
hospital revenues statewide, passed the Colorado General Assembly
Wednesday on the last day of the legislative session, winning approval in the
House by a 49-16 vote. 
  
The "Sustainability of Rural Colorado" bill addresses everything from small
school and infrastructural funding to future state budget rollbacks. It's primary
charge, though, was ensuring a system to charge medical providers a fee on
earnings launched in 2010 was overhauled so those dollars no longer count
against Colorado's revenue cap and require a refund to citizens based on the
Taxpayer Bill of Rights. 
  
Had the measure not passed, rural hospitals stood to take the biggest hit. St.
Anthony Summit Medical Center in Frisco was preparing for nearly $1 million in
losses, which in turn would lead to reduction in some services. Kremming
Memorial Hospital in Grand County faced similar decreases and St. Vincent
General in Leadville was staring down about a $550,000 drop-off. At least a
dozen other rural hospitals threatened the bill's defeat would force them to
close. 
  
The bill next goes to Gov. John Hickenlooper's desk to be signed into law. 
  
  
Southwest Colorado lawmakers put rural concerns above party politics –
Durango Herald 
 While the final days of the legislative session brought elected officials together
in support of a measure to buoy rural Colorado, lawmakers from the southwest
corner of the state had been working to do just that all session. 
  
“We all kinda decided at the same moment we shouldn’t be Republican versus
Democrat, but urban versus rural,” Rep. Barbara McLachlan, D-Durango, said
of herself, Rep. Marc Catlin, R-Montrose, and Sen. Don Coram, R-Montrose. 
  
That isn’t to say they saw eye to eye on everything, but when it came to bills
that would directly benefit their districts, they closed ranks and defended each
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other from well-intentioned urban lawmakers who might not realize the realities
of rural life. 
  
“That’s one of the biggest surprises that I’ve had, is the division between urban
and rural is really wider than the division between Republican and Democrat a
lot of times,” Catlin said. 
  
The Republicans from Montrose listed bills on water rights among the
achievements of which they were most proud. 
  
  
Legislature passes culture-changing reform for Division of Youth Corrections –
Denver Post 
A bill passed in the legislative session’s final hours calls for wide-ranging reform
within Colorado’s 10 youth corrections centers, a system under intense scrutiny
after reports detailing violence, pain-compliance techniques and a body
restraint called the “wrap.” 
  
The measure, which will become law with Gov. John Hickenlooper’s signature,
changes the division’s name from “youth corrections” to “youth services” and
refocuses its mission on therapeutic rehabilitation. 
  
It also creates a 20-bed pilot program run by an outside consulting organization
in which incarcerated youths would serve their time in a “therapeutic and
rehabilitative” environment with better staff-to-youth ratios than the rest of the
division. The 20 youths would live in two, 10-person pods with at least one staff
member per four youths. 
  
The legislation also requires an independent review of the division to evaluate
violence and injuries to staff and youths, and look at how well the division has
incorporated programs for rehabilitation, including “trauma-informed care.”
Many youths in the system have experienced abuse and neglect, been in foster
care or struggle with mental illness. They are awaiting criminal charges or
serving sentences. 
  
  
ICYMI: a checklist of legislative highlights by Colorado Capitol Watch –
Colorado Politics 
 For your convenience, bill-tracker Colorado Capitol Watch offered a quick-take
recap earlier this week of the top issues the legislature had to grapple with, and
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how it resolved them. Or didn’t, as the case may be. 
  
The review by veteran Capitol correspondent and sage Todd Engdahl covers all
the basics — hospital provider fee, energy policy, school finance and more —
i.e., all the buzzwords and catch phrases that by sine die you probably hoped
you’d never hear again. By the same token, a lot of it went by in such a blur, as
Wednesday’s deadline loomed, that you may already feel a need for a refresher
if only to make sure what you thought happened really did happen. 
  
  
Colorado’s small biz advocate issues its legislative report card… - Colorado
Politics 
 …and the 2017 session’s grade is: B- 
  
That’s the assessment of the National Federation of Independent Business in
Colorado and its longtime state director, Tony Gagliardi. NFIB, which bills itself
as the state’s largest and leading small-business association, is a pit bull in
standing up for Colorado mom ‘n’ pops. It usually leans right but isn’t shy about
challenging others in the GOP camp — especially industry groups backed by
big business — on fiscal and other issues. 
  
Gagliardi also doesn’t mince words meting out criticism as well as praise in an
NFIB press release that announced the grade report after the legislature
adjourned Wednesday. And Gagliardi makes clear that, while B- isn’t bad,
things could have been better: 
  
“It would have been the greatest session of all had the Legislature piggybacked
on the great regulatory and tax reforms coming out of Washington, D.C., but
given the politically divided makeup of the House and Senate about all that
could have been expected did materialize on a few issues.” 
  
More to the point, he says, the Democratic-majority House dropped the ball and
“fell back on business as usual” when it could have embraced some high-profile
as well some obscure initiatives from the Republican-run Senate that would
have been a boon to small biz. 
  
   
Editorial: A functioning Legislature starts with you – Coloradoan 
Colorado’s 2017 legislative session came to a close Wednesday. 
  

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=79a4ae33e2&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=d9190ac912&e=1398fbf492


We have a balanced budget, which is a requirement of lawmakers per our state
constitution. We have a deal on the hospital provider fee, which restores more
than $500 million in funding for rural hospitals and also frees up money for
other priorities. 
  
What we don’t have is a plan to fix our roads or sufficiently fund our schools or
effectively treat the many who battle mental illness in Colorado. 
  
This editorial board has advocated for all three of these priorities in recent
months. And coming into the session, legislative leadership in both the Senate
and House sought solutions. 
  
So what happened? And what can we do about it? 

   
Colorado candidates could get to fix campaign-finance oversights… - Colorado
Politics 
  
 

AGRICULTURE
  
  
Colorado Farm Bureau activates disaster relief fund – Ag Journal 
Colorado Farm Bureau has activated a disaster fund to help the farmers and
ranchers directly impacted by the recent devastating late spring blizzard in
Baca and Prowers counties. One hundred percent of the funds raised will go
directly to aiding these producers as they face the aftermath of this natural
disaster. 
  
The blizzard has had a large impact on the agriculture community in the area.
With more than two feet of wet, heavy and blowing snow, thousands of cattle
and calves succumbed to the elements. Due to the late spring timing of the
storm, tens of thousands of acres of wheat crop are destroyed in Baca county,
the third largest wheat producing county in the state. 
  
“Looking out your window in Denver this may all be hard to believe, but the
result will be devastating,” said CFB President Don Shawcroft. “We want to
help our state’s farmers and ranchers in any way that we can, and we offer our
support to those who’ve been affected by this blizzard.” 
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CFB today sent a letter to Governor Hickenlooper asking him to declare the two
counties a disaster area. The move would provide additional state resources for
relief efforts. 
  
  
After 40 years, Summit County 4-H program still about head, heart, hands and
health – Summit Daily  
 The Summit County 4-H program has continued to evolve in its nearly 40 years
serving the community's youth, but its emphasis on building strong character
and making a difference in the lives of participants remains unchanged. 
  
"It's about developing the all-around youth," said Kathie Kralik, the county's
program manager for two decades. "We want to provide them another adult
who can offer them feedback about healthy lifestyles to really give them a
positive environment to grow up in, and just show that we care about them." 
  
This national organization dating to the start of the 20th century through the
U.S. Department of Agriculture stayed relevant for decades by teaching life
skills such as leadership, respect and accountability through activities like
animal husbandry, sewing and food canning. But Summit's program isn't your
granddad's 4-H. 
  
The raising of chickens and sheep and horseback riding have made a mild
comeback in recent years, as area children and families aspire to compete at
Grand County's annual Middle Park Fair in August. This summer marks the first
time Summit's club will offer a course on aerial drones, for instance, on the
back of transitioning to a greater emphasis on science, technology, engineering
and math, or STEM, through a partnership with the school district. 
 

 
#COLORADOPROUD

  
  
Colorado are the fourth-healthiest in the nation, according to new rankings –
Denver Post 
Colorado’s seniors are the fourth-healthiest in the nation, thanks to high levels
of physical activity and low levels of obesity, according to new rankings
released this week by the United Health Foundation. 
  
“Colorado is one of the states that we look to for what’s going well,” said Dr.
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Rhonda Randall, the chief medical officer for the insurer United Healthcare’s
Retiree Solutions unit. United Healthcare created the foundation, which is a not-
for-profit organization, in 1999. 
  
The report, which is now in its fifth year, looked at the health of people ages 65
and older across the country, using federal and other data sources.
Researchers found that Colorado ranks third for the amount of its seniors who
are physically active and also scored well at measures for preventing hospital
deaths, premature deaths, hospital re-admissions and unnecessary
hospitalizations. The state has the second-lowest obesity rate in the country for
seniors, at 20 percent. 
  
But, perhaps most important, Colorado ranks first in the nation for the
percentage of seniors who perceive themselves as healthy — a bit of positive
thinking that often correlates with better health outcomes. In only two states,
Colorado and New Hampshire, did more than half of seniors tell researchers
that they rate their health as very good or excellent. 
  
  
Durango’s Laura Thweatt selected for USA marathon world championships
team – Durango Herald 
   
 

EDUCATION 
 

  
Changes On The Horizon for School Funding In Colorado - KUNC 
 School funding was one of the key issues tackled by Colorado lawmakers in
the 2017 legislative session. The state’s long-standing funding model has
forced public schools to operate at a deficit since the recession. But lawmakers
have not only committed to a study of the state’s school funding model, but also
gave schools a small per-pupil cash bump for the next fiscal year. 
  
KUNC’s Ann Marie Awad spoke with Chalkbeat Colorado deputy bureau chief
Nic Garcia about the changes to school funding. 
  
The School Finance Act sets funding levels for public schools. Legislators are
required to pass it each year. With the changes made this year, are we going to
see significant changes in funding levels? 
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“I wouldn’t say significant, but schools are getting more money and that’s really
big news because at the beginning of the session everyone was bracing for the
worst. We thought that, given Colorado’s unique funding structure, the kind of
constraints our constitution puts on spending here in the state, schools were
going to have to really, really, tighten their belts. But at the end of the day,
schools are going to get about $242 more per student. That’s more money than
anyone expected 120 days ago.” 
  
  
The Promise And Peril Of School Vouchers – Colorado Public Radio 
Wendy Robinson wants to make one thing very clear. 
  
As the long-serving superintendent of Fort Wayne public schools, Indiana's
largest district, she is not afraid of competition from private schools. 
  
"We've been talking choice in this community and in this school system for
almost 40 years," Robinson says. Her downtown office sits in the shadow of the
city's grand, Civil War-era Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. In Fort
Wayne, a parking lot is the only thing that separates the beating heart of
Catholic life from the brains of the city's public schools. 
  
In fact, steeples dominate the skyline of the so-called City of Churches. Fort
Wayne has long been a vibrant religious hub, home to more than 350 churches,
many of which also run their own schools 
  
  
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 

  
For Some, There's Too Much Water Along the South Platte River - KUNC 
 Some people in Colorad are facing a problem you’d never expect to find in the
arid West: too much water. In places along the South Platte River, rising
groundwater has flooded basements, damaged sewage systems and laden
farmers’ fields with salt, robbing them of productivity. The tiny town of Gilcrest,
12 miles south of Greeley, had to spend $1.3 million to repair its water
treatment lagoons after rising water tore the liners. After years, the state
legislature has intervened. 
  
The cause of the problem is related to Colorado water law known as the "prior

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=7bd59b5935&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=e132d15720&e=1398fbf492


appropriation system.” It allocates water according to seniority. In 2002, the
state engineer curtailed the pumping of groundwater in the area because of
litigation by users downstream who claimed they weren't getting their legal
appropriation. Not only could farmers not use their wells to irrigate their crops,
the lack of pumping caused the groundwater to rise. Even as water seeped into
basements and fields, farmers couldn’t put it to beneficial use because legally, it
wasn’t theirs. 
  
Those who want to pump are required to replace it because of users who may
have a more senior right. Since 2006, that has meant getting an “augmentation
plan,” which involves hiring lawyers and engineers. The costs can be
prohibitive; not to mention buying more water to replenish the South Platte’s
system. 
  
Those who want to pump are required to replace it because of users who may
have a more senior right. Since 2006, that has meant getting an “augmentation
plan,” which involves hiring lawyers and engineers. The costs can be
prohibitive; not to mention buying more water to replenish the South Platte’s
system. 
  
  
Businessman: We could have prevented blast – Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 
A Grand Junction company’s state-of-the-art mix of land records, geographic
information system data, and on-the-ground observations could have prevented
the explosion that killed two men in Firestone last month, said the head of
ProStar GeoCorp. 
  
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper ordered inspections of miles of natural gas
pipelines across the state to prevent an explosion like the April 17 blast that
was blamed on a 1-inch pipeline that had been cut. 
  
Nobody actually knows where all those lines are, said Page Tucker, chief
executive officer of ProStar Geocorp. 
  
In many cases, the information about their location is buried deep in historical
records, which might not reflect their exact location, assuming the records still
exist at all, Tucker said. 
  
“A lot of infrastructure was put into the ground before 1960 and you’ve now got
subdivisions, houses and lawns and roads built on the top of gas lines,” Tucker
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said. 
  
 

JUDICIAL  
 

  
Colorado AG halts all in-house undercover investigations amid ethics questions
about “CHEEZO” unit – Denver Post 
The Colorado Attorney General’s Office has halted undercover probes by its in-
house investigators amid questions about an attorney ethics rule that have sent
shockwaves through the law enforcement community. 
  
The debate, posed in a petition to the Colorado Supreme Court, centers on
mandates that the state’s lawyers can’t engage in dishonest conduct, but which
has been interpreted to mean neither they nor their staffs can participate in
investigations where there is subterfuge or officers taking on pretextual
identities. 
  
That includes cases where officers seeking out child sex predators pretend to
be a teenage girl or investigators purport to be searching for a new home in
order to root out discrimination. 
  
“It’s critically important to have some clarity,” said Jefferson County District
Attorney Peter Weir, who felt forced to shutter a pedophile investigation unit
with more than 900 convictions because of the discrepancy. “The relationship
between prosecutors and law enforcement individuals acting in undercover
activities is just a very, very important aspect of our job.” 

Colorado Supreme Court Justice Allison Eid in line for Neil Gorsuch’s seat on
10th Circuit – Denver Post 
Neil Gorsuch beat out fellow Coloradan Allison Eid for a spot on the U.S.
Supreme Court, but Eid’s likely consolation prize isn’t so bad: Gorsuch’s still-
warm seat on the powerful 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, based in Denver. 
  
Several Republican operatives and other political insiders said they expect
President Donald Trump to name Eid, now a justice on the Colorado Supreme
Court, to the 10th Circuit. 
  
The move, they said, would fit Trump’s early pattern of judicial appointments. 
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Eid, like Gorsuch, was one of the 21 candidates who Trump floated as possible
Supreme Court picks during the 2016 presidential campaign, a list seen as an
effort by the Republican leader to shore up his conservative support. 
  
 

MARIJUANA
 

  
Plan for Denver social marijuana use permits includes waivers for every
customer – Denver Post 
Businesses that obtain permits to offer Denver’s first-in-the-nation areas for
social marijuana use would have to require patrons to sign waivers as they
enter. They would have to follow a ventilation plan if they allow the use of
vaping devices indoors. 
  
And if they have a liquor license, they would have to halt any alcohol sales and
seek a temporary suspension of the license while marijuana use is occurring,
preventing any “dual consumption” by customers. 
  
Those are among rules proposed by the city’s top licensing official Thursday —
and they are the chief sticking points that probably will register objections in
coming weeks from backers of last fall’s Initiative 300. 
  
The voter-passed law directed the city to implement a four-year pilot program
that allows some businesses to seek annual permits to create set-off, 21-and-
over areas where customers can consume their own cannabis — so long as a
business obtains some backing from a local neighborhood or business
association. The new law also allows one-time events to seek permits. 

  
Insights: Weirdest Colorado marijuana debate since legalization in 2012 –
Colorado Politics 
The Colorado House on Wednesday – the last day of the legislative session –
had perhaps the most Colorado marijuana legislative debate ever. But it got
weird. 
  
An effort to define the prohibition on “open and public” marijuana consumption
devolved into a bizarre debate over whether people could smoke pot on their
front porches. 
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“People have asked, ‘How does this impact my edible consumption? I like to
put trays and buffets of edibles all around my front porch and consume to my
heart’s content. How will this affect that practice?’ The answer is it won’t have
any impact at all, because this only has to do with lighting up a joint or smoking
a bong,” said Rep. Dan Pabon, D-Denver, who led the charge in the House. 
  
“Someone else said, ‘What about my vaporizer pen? Sometimes I walk into the
Capitol and I have my vaporizer pen. Will this impact my use of the vaporizer
pen?’ The answer is ‘no.’ This will have no impact on using your vaporizer pen.
You can have 100 people on the front porch; 1,000 if your front porch is that
big.” 
 
 

OF NOTE 
 

  

Colorado's Gardner gives thumb down to Trump's pick for U.S. trade
representative – Colorado Springs Gazette 
When the Republican-controlled U.S. Senate voted overwhelmingly today to
approve President Trump's nominee to be the next U.S. trade representative -
with majorities of both parties, for a change, backing the president's pick -
Colorado Republican U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner wasn't among them. 
  
Gardner was one of only three Republicans to vote no. His reason for stiff-
arming his own party's president? The nomination, he says, is bad for Colorado
agriculture. 
  
The Senate voted 82-14 to confirm Robert Lighthizer - a trade lawyer,
Washington veteran, onetime member of the Reagan administration and vocal
critic of free trade - to the post that is instrumental in mapping out U.S. trade
policy. The lopsided support for Lighthizer in the Senate - despite bitter
Democratic opposition to the president who nominated him - is said to reflect
Lighthizer's crossover appeal. Though he is a conservative Republican, his
support for protectionist policies has endeared him to populist, liberal
Democrats in the labor movement and elsewhere who long have denounced
free trade as a job killer that only serves fat-cat shareholders in multinational
corporations. 
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Feds grant Jeanette Vizguerra, Arturo Hernandez Garcia stays of deportation –
Denver Post 
Jeanette Vizguerra, the mother of four who took sanctuary in a Denver church
in February to avoid immigration authorities, will now be able to walk free after
Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials on Thursday granted her a stay
of deportation until 2019. 
  
Jennifer Piper, program director for interfaith organizing with the American
Friends Service Committee in Denver, confirmed to The Denver Post via phone
late Thursday night that both Vizguerra and Arturo Hernandez Garcia, the man
who had previously sought sanctuary in a Denver church and was recently
arrested by ICE agents, had gotten a nearly 2-year deportation stay. 
  
Vizguerra’s story has generated international headlines and prompted TIME
magazine last month to name her one of the magazine’s 100 most influential
people in the world. 
  
The law firm representing Vizguerra, who is from Mexico and has lived illegally
in the United States for two decades, posted a message on its Facebook page
late Thursday that said Vizguerra’s stay of removal is good through March 15,
2019. 
  
Nordberg: Democrats misguided business agenda is bad for Colorado [by Rep.
Dan Nordberg] - Statesman 
If there is one recurring theme in the state Legislature, it’s the division between
Republicans and Democrats over the role of government. Serving in my third
term as a legislator, I have been in countless debates over this issue and am
always surprised how often Democrats are willing to inject more government
into private sector issues. 
  
This session, Democrats have introduced legislation addressing paid leave,
retirement savings and helping people with criminal records find gainful
employment. While I respect their intentions, each solution Democrats have
proposed is a distortion of government and assumes that new bureaucracies
are better at solving problems than employers, their employees and a free
market. Even more concerning than this misappropriation of government, these
legislative proposals are often harsh mandates, and include mechanisms to fine
and punish noncompliance. 
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Take for instance House Bill 1305. This purely partisan bill is designed to
provide more paid leave to employees by imposing a fee on every working
Coloradan, implementing a new government program that will require an
appalling 250 new employees — paid for at taxpayer expense — just to
manage the fund. According to the bill, every working Coloradan will be
assessed a fee based on their income, and the program director will have the
authority to issue additional solvency fees as needed. 
  
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
 

  
Man killed in double shooting, Aurora’s 11th homicide this year – Denver Post 
Aurora police are searching for a suspect after one man was gunned down
early Friday morning in a parking lot and apparently chased down, shot and
injured a second man, authorities say. 
  
The first shooting victim, who suffered multiple gunshot wounds, was
pronounced dead at the scene, in a parking lot behind 15200 E. Girard Ave. 
  
His death is the 11th homicide in Aurora since January, police spokesman Chris
Amsler said. 
  
The second victim was found lying in the front yard of a home about a block
away on the 3300 block of South Granby Street. He was taken to a hospital in
critical condition, Amsler said. 
  

 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS 

 
 
Phil Weiser announces bid for Colorado attorney general with big-time
endorsement – Denver Post 
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER

  
  
Hickenlooper health-care package a major casualty of 2017 Legislative session
– Denver Business Journal  
 Gov. John Hickenlooper will get most of what he wanted out of the Colorado
Legislature's 2017 session that ends today — an increase in transportation
funding, construction-defects reform, even a boost in rural broadband spending. 
  
But in his seventh and arguably most productive legislative term, the
Democratic governor ran into a giant brick wall with his health-care package
that sought to require more transparency from hospitals and insurers, rhelp
rural Coloradans pay insurance premiums and control opioid distribution,
among other things. 
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And days and weeks after that six-bill package died, he is still trying to
determine whether to attack those issues in another way or to try to sit down
again with Republican opponents and talk through their differences. 
  
“We were disappointed,” Hickenlooper said today, just hours before the
Legislature is set to adjourn for the year. “Every time one of these bills gets cut
and sent to the kill committee, it is a direct impact on the costs of health care.” 
  
  
Longmont City Council urges governor not to appeal oil, gas court ruling about
health, environment – Boulder Daily Camera  
The Longmont City Council has urged Gov. John Hickenlooper not to ask the
Colorado Supreme Court to overturn an appellate court ruling against the
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission. 
  
A three-judge Colorado Court of Appeals panel ruled 2-1 in March that
protection of public health and environment is "a condition that must be fulfilled"
before the state agency permits oil and gas drilling. 
  
Hickenlooper has until May 18, Longmont city officials said, to decide whether
to appeal that Court of Appeals ruling to the state Supreme Court. Longmont's
council voted 6-1 on Tuesday night to ask him not to do so. 
  
"Appealing this decision and attempting to overturn the standard that the
burden of proof lies with the oil and gas industry to first prove that their activities
are done in a manner that 'protects public health, safety and the environment'
would do the public a great disservice in these times when they are looking to
the state for reassurances, and it will no doubt breed more cynicism that the oil
and gas industry's profits matter more than the public's health and safety,"
Longmont Mayor Dennis Coombs said on the City Council's behalf in a letter
sent to Hickenlooper on Wednesday. 
  
  
As The Legislature Wraps, Hickenlooper's Thoughts On Budgets, AHCA, And
Oil & Gas [Radio Interview] – Colorado Matters (with Ryan Warner), Colorado
Public Radio 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper will receive an important group of visitors
later Wednesday: lawmakers, who will stop by on their way to officially closing
out the 2017 legislative session. 
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Earlier in the session, lawmakers killed a proposed sales tax to raise $3.5
billion for roads — money the governor said was sorely needed. Yet in the
waning hours, a wide-ranging bill that provides financial rescue for rural and
safety-net hospitals, and $1.8 billion for transportation and infrastructure
improvements passed the House. 
  
"We made a good step forward, but it certainly doesn't solve the problem,"
Hickenlooper said of transportation funding in the "kitchen sink" bill, aka SB17-
267. 
  
NPR: Hickenlooper On GOP Health Care Bill: This Is Not An Improvement 
Hickenlooper also spoke with Colorado Matters host Ryan Warner about the
state's role in regulating oil and gas operations after an explosion that killed two
in Firestone, Colorado. Investigators blamed the explosion on a gas leak from a
broken flowline that was connected to an old well. 
  

Kasich joins forces with Dem Colorado gov to preserve Medicaid – The
Columbus Dispatch 
 Gov. John Kasich has found a Democratic ally in his push to keep federal
Medicaid dollars flowing while reining in costs at the state level. 
  
The Ohio Republican reached out to Democratic Colorado Gov. John
Hickenlooper to discuss a bipartisan effort to both preserve Medicaid and
reform the individual market to ensure private coverage is available and
affordable. 
  
Hickenlooper told The Dispatch on Wednesday that he is working with Kasich
“on putting together a small bipartisan work group of governors” on ideas the
U.S. Senate could consider as they revamp the Obamacare replacement
passed by the House last week. 
  
“We both agree we must control costs but we don’t want to roll back coverage,”
Hickenlooper said. “We all recognize that as health care costs continue to climb
it takes resources away from transportation, education” and other state
expenses. 
  
  
Public Lands Day launches in Colorado on May 20 with 95 events for history-
making holiday – Colorado Politics 
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 The first Public Lands Day for Colorado (or any other state in the nation) is
coming up on May 20 with 95 events and special brews from Denver and
Boulder to Grand Junction and Durango. 
  
The events get a preview Friday when the Nederland folk rock band Elephant
Revival is leading a #TrailRevival in Boulder County with the band, and those
who share stuff about Public Lands Day on social media could win tickets to the
band’s show at Red Rocks Amphitheater on May 21. 
  
Here are the details about the contest. 
  
State Sen. Kerry Donovan, D-Vail, got the special day on the calendar for the
third Saturday in May each year during the 2016 legislative session to
recognize the value of Colorado’s public lands, which have since become a hot
political topic on the Utah and national levels, as well. 
  
Donovan will be greeting constituents and visitors at High Alpine Brewery at 5
p.m. in Gunnison. 

  
Hickenlooper salutes ‘unsung heroes’ at CMC law enforcement graduation –
Glenwood Springs Post Independent – Citizen Telegraph  
  
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper on Friday welcomed 19 new officers into law
enforcement careers as they graduated from Colorado Mountain College's
Colorado Law Enforcement Training Academy. 
  
The CLETA program is based at the Spring Valley campus outside of Glenwood
Springs, but with the governor set to speak, the ceremony moved to CMC
Rifle's campus because of the large number of alumni and current and past
faculty attending. 
  
"I've had the great pleasure of working with so many law enforcement officials
over the years," Hickenlooper told the crowd filled with officers from across
western Colorado. 
  
"Everybody talks about the front lines as if in some distant country, but you
guys really are the soldiers on these front lines," he said. "The unsung heroes
who are protecting Colorado communities and making them whole." 
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Recap: The 47th Washington Conference on the Americas – Americans
Society, Council of the Americas 
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
Colorado lawmakers celebrate major accomplishments to end legislative
session – Denver Post 
On the balcony outside the House chamber, Johnny Cash crooned on the
loudspeakers as state lawmakers sipped Colorado wine from plastic cups in the
final hours of the 2017 legislative session. 
  
A 1991 cabernet sauvignon in hand, state Rep. Paul Rosenthal raised his cup
and offered one word that captured the mood at the Capitol: “Cheers!” 
  
The celebration Wednesday reflected victories for Democratic and Republican
legislative leaders on most of their top priorities in the 120-day term — even as
two late efforts at compromise failed. 
  
The bipartisan agreements included measures to preserve the hospital provider
fee program, avert potentially catastrophic cuts to rural hospitals, find new
money for highway construction, increase per-pupil education spending, and
make it harder to sue for construction defects. 
  
For each bill, the final result is less than what lawmakers hoped to accomplish
but represented significant progress after failing to reach accords for years. 

  
GOP blocks well-mapping requirement – Reporter Herald 
Colorado Republicans used a late-night filibuster Monday to block a first-of-its-
kind requirement that oil and gas producers provide the locations of all their gas
lines. 
  
Democrats who rule the House were planning to pass the bill before midnight,
their deadline to get it to the governor's desk before the Legislature concludes
work for the year. 
  
But the chamber's 28 Republicans successfully extended debate, saying the

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=a08ce0a8f2&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=0875759bbd&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=3b5c229034&e=1398fbf492


mapping requirement isn't needed and wouldn't improve public safety. 
  
The bill was in response to a deadly home explosion in April that was traced to
gas seeping from an old severed underground pipeline, called a flow line. 
  
  
Now, it’s GOP’s turn to get stiff-armed in a bid to legislate gas-line safety –
Colorado Politics 
 Having just turned back a Democratic attempt in the state House to make oil
and gas producers map and disclose their underground gas lines statewide,
Republicans on Tuesday watched as their own effort to tackle potential gas-line
hazards was scuttled by Democrats in the same chamber. 
  
Both parties have scrambled to address questions involving the flow lines after
a devastating explosion April 17 killed two and injured a third at a home near a
well in Firestone. Investigators  have determined an old underground gas flow
line had been cut about 10 feet from the house, and gas had seeped through
the ground to the home’s basement, where it exploded. 
  
The Democratic response, introduced in the House last week as House Bill
1372, would have established a searchable map of all such gas lines statewide,
coordinated by the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission. The bill
was derailed by the chamber’s minority Republicans in a late-night filibuster as
they argued that oil and gas regulators already had ordered safety reviews of
the state’s wells and gas lines and that property owners can learn more using
geographic information system locator technology. 
  
Meanwhile, ruling Republicans in the state Senate included a provision
addressing the same issue in their wide-ranging bill restructuring the Colorado
Energy Office. The sweeping Senate Bill 301, introduced late last month, in part
required oil and gas operators to inspect the integrity of flowlines throughout the
state. After the bill passed the Senate earlier this week and was introduced in
the Democratic-run House, the provision was stripped out. 

  
Colorado Session Ends With Hard-Fought Wins, Some Misses – U.S. News &
World Report 
Colorado lawmakers concluded business for the year Wednesday with hard-
fought agreements on highways, hospitals and affordable housing — but the
split Legislature racked up some misses, too. 
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On Day 120 of the 2017 session, the Democrat-led House sent a signature bill
that spares rural hospitals drastic budget cuts and provides $1.8 billion for
transportation to Gov. John Hickenlooper, who's expected to sign it. 
  
Its many moving pieces prompted legislators of both parties to express distaste
or elation before most of them voted for it. That's because it removes hundreds
of millions of dollars that hospitals pay the state to secure federal matching
grants from constitutional revenue limits — an ideal anathema, until this year, to
the GOP. 
  
The maneuver allows hospitals to receive $528 million in subsidies in the fiscal
year that begins July 1. Rural centers that tend to use Medicaid and the
uninsured especially depend on that money. And the subsidy formula will stay
that way in the future, free of the limits imposed by the 1992 amendment called
the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights. 
  
  
Colorado Open Records Act digital update bounds over last legislative hurdles -
Statesman 
The Colorado Open Records Act this year will receive a long-overdue digital-
era update after Senate Bill 40 on Wednesday ended its switchback journey
over the entire course of the 120-day legislative session Wednesday, finishing
in the Senate with an against-all-odds unanimous vote of support. 
  
“No one would have guessed it would receive all 35 votes in the Senate,” said
sponsor Sen. John Kefalas, a Democrat from Fort Collins. “I think the bill does
move the dial forward in meaningful ways and brings up the window just a tad
in granting greater access to records that belong to the people. 
  
“We have made progress. We haven’t hurt CORA. There’s more work to be
done,” he said. 
  
The Colorado Open Records Act dates to 1969 and for years served as a
cutting-edge inspiration for open-government efforts around the country. But in
the nearly 50 years that have passed, CORA has fallen into semi-decrepitude,
a paper-and-ink law shuffling through the digital age. 

  
Colorado lawmakers fail on bill to define areas where adults, tourists can use
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pot – Aspen Times 
Colorado’s long debate over where people can smoke pot will continue for at
least another year. 
  
State lawmakers failed to agree on a bill to define areas where adults can use
pot. The disagreement came Wednesday night in the closing hours of the 2017
Legislature. 
  
Lawmakers at first considered legislation to authorize Amsterdam-style pot
clubs. That proposal that had bipartisan support because of complaints that
tourists and people who don’t want to smoke pot at home are smoking weed in
public. 
  
But the club proposal was abandoned weeks ago in light of opposition from
Gov. John Hickenlooper and some other lawmakers. 
  
  
Bill to reclassify Hospital Provider fee OK'd on Legislature's last day – The
Pueblo Chieftain 
With just hours to spare on the last day of the legislative session Wednesday,
the state House of Representatives gave final approval to save Colorado
hospitals from $528 million in funding cuts with the passage of Senate Bill 267 -
- a bipartisan bill that, among other measures, reclassifies the Hospital Provider
Fee and moves it out from under the limits set by the Colorado Taxpayer's Bill
of Rights. 
  
After finally passing through the Senate Appropriations Committee on Friday
following multiple postponements while the bill's bipartisan sponsors negotiated
its terms, SB267 moved swiftly through the House this week, passing through
the chamber and all of its committees in just three days on its way to a 49-16
final vote of approval. 
  
"Senate Bill 267 is important for people in Pueblo specifically, because we have
hospitals that really need to be able to have the flexibility of the hospital
provider fee," Rep. Daneya Esgar, D-Pueblo, said. 
  
The Hospital Provider Fee is a fee levied on Colorado hospitals and collected
by the state, which is then matched with federal dollars and redistributed to
hospitals to assist with the costs of care for patients on Medicaid or without
billable insurance. 
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Legislature dismantles Colorado Energy Office, passes major spending bill on
final day (Photos) – Denver Business Journal 
Over the course of a turbulent 13-hour final day of the 2017 session
Wednesday, the Colorado Legislature passed one the most wide-ranging
omnibus spending bills in recent memory and then killed off the vast majority of
functions of the Colorado Energy Office. 
  
The 120th day of the first session of the 71st General Assembly began with
broad bipartisan support over Senate Bill 267, a measure that saves Colorado
hospitals from $528 million in funding cuts, dedicates $1.88 billion to highway
projects, pares Medicaid spending and offers a personal property tax credit to
businesses for their first $18,000 worth of business equipment. 
  
Despite protests from some Republicans that some of its spending maneuvers
were unconstitutional, nearly half of the caucus joined with House Democrats in
passing the bill by a 49-16 margin and sending it onto Gov. John Hickenlooper. 
  
But that was about the only kumbaya moment of a day that descended into
endless negotiations and then finger-pointing over two issues key to
businesses in rural Colorado. And by the time the House adjourned at 9:39
p.m., the Legislature had rolled back a bill to increase funding for rural
broadband and had failed to pass a reauthorization bill for the Colorado Energy
Office, meaning that the majority of the office’s functions and its 24-person staff
will disappear come July 1. 
  
  
Lead in school drinking water in Colorado gets some attention from bill that
pays for testing – Colorado Politics 
 Lawmakers got the lead out in the final hours of the session. (Come on, I
couldn’t let that go.) They passed a bill to help school systems pay for testing to
see if their drinking water has lead in it. 
  
House Bill 1306 puts up $300,000 a year for schools to test their water, by
putting up a 10 percent local match. The oldest schools get the highest priority. 
  
Seven of Colorado’s 178 school districts have tested their water for lead, and
100 schools discovered lead. The toxic metal can affect organs, the nervous
system and reproductive system, as well as affect brain function. 
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“It’s a great thing we can do for education and our kids’ future.” Rep. Barbara
McLachlan, D-Durango, one of the bill’s sponsors, said in a statement. 
  
“Testing is a good thing and I’m grateful this bipartisan bill will help to ensure
safer drinking water for our children,” added the bill’s other House sponsor, 
Tony Exum Sr., D-Colorado Springs. 
  
  
Making law enforcement account for what it takes – Colorado Politics 
One of the more controversial tools that law enforcement agencies have
acquired in the era of the war on drugs — seizing cash and property they
believe to be associated with a crime — will have to better account for itself
under bipartisan legislation now on its way to Gov. John Hickenlooper for his
signature. 
  
House Bill 1313 got final approval from the legislature on Wednesday, the last
day of the 2017 session. 
  
Billed as “civil forfeiture reform,” HB 1313 requires all state law enforcement
agencies to report to the Department of Local Affairs on all cases of civil asset
forfeiture. The department is charged with aggregating and displaying the data
on its website in an easily searchable format. 
  
The database will disclose the reason for contact with law enforcement that led
to the seizure, the status of any pending investigation into a suspected crime, a
description of assets seized, and for what the proceeds are being used. 
  
  
Bill to provide funding for critical Colorado state infrastructure clears legislature
– Colorado Politics 
It was a difficult pill for many lawmakers to swallow, but in an example of
bipartisan compromise, lawmakers on Wednesday advanced a measure to
provide money for roads, schools and hospitals. 
  
On a vote of 49-16 – on the last day of the legislative session – the House
advanced a measure to create a 20-year funding program to direct $1.8 billion
towards critical infrastructure. 
  
Senate Bill 267 serves as an example of evolution, after Republicans for years

http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=ff0b740ee3&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=89c9ac6747&e=1398fbf492


resisted restructuring the Hospital Provider Fee to free money for state
spending. 
  
But 12 Republicans supported the bill during its final vote Wednesday morning
in the House, despite facing pushback from outside conservative groups and
interests outside the legislature. 
  
“I hate the fact that we have to vote on this bill today because I know that by the
time I get back to my desk the Facebook posts will start,” said Rep. Lois
Landgraf, a Republican from Fountain, adding that people have been calling
her a “Republican in name only,” or “RINO.” 
  
  
What did Northern Colorado lawmakers do this year? – The Coloradoan 
  
 

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
  
  
Ron Henderson on 40 Years of Film in Denver - 5280 
 While neighbors Sundance and Telluride may steal the spotlight when it comes
to international cinema, one of the most notable film festivals in the Mountain
West, the Denver Film Festival, takes place in our own backyard. The Denver
Film Society (DFS), which hosts the festival, is celebrating its 40th anniversary
this week with a gala on Thursday night, which will celebrate the life and
influence of Ron Henderson. The DFS co-founder, who previously ran a
national student film festival in New York, moved to Denver in the late 1970s.
Along with a group of fellow film lovers, Henderson brought his interest in
foreign and alternative cinema to his new home by establishing the first-ever
Denver International Film Festival on May 4, 1978. What began as “just a
modest experiment” became an overwhelming success, and now brings in
around 50,000 viewers annually, along with a variety of film education
programs. 
  
We sat down with Henderson to talk about the history of the DFS, the festival,
and the future of cinema in Denver. 
  
 

ECONOMY
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12 Colorado workplaces make Forbes' 'best employers' lists – Denver Business
Journal 
UCHealth -- parent of Aurora's University of Colorado Hospital -- is the highest
ranking of six Colorado businesses and public agencies on Forbes magazine's
latest list of "America's Best Employers" with more than 5,000 workers, based
on employee surveys. 
  
And Compassion International -- a Christian child humanitarian aid organization
based in Colorado Springs -- is the highest-ranking Colorado workplace on a
separate list of mid-sized employers with 1,000 to 5,000 workers. 
  
  
Comcast NBCUniversal is buying Denver’s home-grown video startup Craftsy –
Denver Post 
Craftsy, a darling of the Denver tech community known for how-to cooking and
sewing videos online, agreed to be acquired by Comcast NBCUniversal on
Wednesday in a move that will elevate its crafting might with one of the most
powerful companies in the video world. 
  
In a letter to employees shared with The Denver Post, Craftsy CEO John
Levisay called its new owner “an ideal destination for Craftsy” and assured its
staff of 190 employees that the company can look forward to aggressive
growth, including hiring, and staying put in its current office in downtown
Denver. The company posted a similar letter on its blog to the crafting
community to say little will change for members. 
  
“We have had multiple overtures to buy Craftsy over the years. When I met the
team at NBCU last year, something felt different. Their leadership team is
committed to innovation and leading the way in changing the way people
receive content,” Levisay said. “It will provide us tremendous resources and a
massive distribution platform to further pursue our vision of becoming an iconic
brand in the maker space via ‘edutainment,’ lifestyle learning and supplies.” 
  
Financial terms of the deal were not disclosed. 
  
 

EDUCATION
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State Board finalizes path for Aurora Central, HOPE Online schools –
Chalkbeat.org 
The State Board of Education on Wednesday voted to finalize proposals
presented last month to improve Aurora Central High School and HOPE Online
charter schools. 
  
Board member Steve Durham opposed both plans. Board member Rebecca
McClellan opposed the plan for HOPE Online. 
  
The proposal for Aurora Central is to continue following a plan to give the
school more autonomy while getting help from an outside company. 
  
Under the proposed plan for HOPE Online charter schools, which only applies
to the low-performing elementary and middle schools, the charter will work with
a former state education department official to help recruit and better train
teachers. It will also appoint new board members. 
  
HOPE is the state’s only charter school facing state intervention this year. 
  
  
Legislative session ends with less than expected for Colorado highways, but
inroads for charter schools – Colorado Politics 
The Colorado legislative session was supposed to be all about funding
transportation, but lawmakers spoke more about inroads and progress
Wednesday as they adjourned the 120-day General Assembly. 
  
Roads got a fraction of what lawmakers said they hoped to raise in January.
Two bills would have allowed voters to decide on raising billions of dollars for
projects such as unclogging traffic on interstates 25 and 70. Both died in the
Republican-led Senate. Both had strong Republican support, but not enough. 
  
The bills would have raised about $700 million annually, but the deal-breaker
proved to be whether taxpayers should be asked to put more than they already
do in the state’s $26.8 billion budget. Instead lawmakers reclassified a fee on
hospital beds that will raise about $100 million a year. That money, however,
would be allocated annually, and Colorado lawmakers have a history of
neglecting transportation promises. 
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“I think we could have done better,” said Rep. Kimmi Lewis, R-Kim, lamenting
money spent elsewhere in the budget that could have supported transportation
and rural hospitals. 
  
  
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
  
  
Colorado Energy Office severely crippled after lawmakers fail to reach a
compromise – Colorado Politics 
The Colorado Energy Office will be crippled after lawmakers on the last day of
the session on Wednesday were unable to agree to a measure that would have
continued full funding for it. 
  
In its original form, Senate Bill 301 – described by Republicans as “far-
reaching” – would have maintained funding for the Colorado Energy Office,
while restructuring it and doing away with certain programs. It was supported by
Democratic Gov. John Hickenlooper’s Energy Office. 
  
Without the full funding – about $3.1 million – the office will see significant cuts
in personnel, deeply cutting into its ability to provide core environmental and
energy services. 
  
The Republican-controlled Senate had included provisions that would have
made changes to a host of renewable energy and other programs in the state,
including eliminating some of those programs. 
  
The Senate version would have expanded the Colorado Energy Office’s focus
to include nuclear and hydropower, while giving the oil and gas industry a
greater voice at the table. 
  
  
NTSB investigating pipelines as part of Firestone house explosion – Denver
Post 
The National Transportation Safety Board has joined the local investigators
looking into the cause of the home explosion that killed two men in Firestone
last month. 
  
NTSB joined fire, police and Colorado Bureau of Investigation investigators
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because pipelines are considered a mode of transportation for materials
including oil and gas. 
  
Agency spokesman Keith Holloway said in an email Wednesday that the
investigators are probing whether there are any safety issues that could have a
national policy impact, though results will be slow in coming. 
  
“A typical accident investigation can take 12 to 18 months before a probable
cause is determined,” he said. 
  
  
 

HEALTH
  
  
Mental health clinic for Colorado could land in Frisco with new state funds –
Summit Daily  
If the stars align, a new mental health crisis center could open in Summit
County as early as the end of this year. However, the high costs of real estate
here could divert the project to a neighboring county. 
  
The passage of Senate Bill 17-207 in the state Legislature earlier this week put
some economic heft behind the statewide movement to address growing
mental health needs. Now, with Gov. John Hickenlooper's signature, $7 million
in marijuana tax dollars will go toward the effort, starting with the 2017-18 fiscal
year. Approximately $900,000 of that has been carved out to build the eight-bed
stabilization unit that would serve communities on the Western Slope. 
  
Where it will ultimately end up is still being determined, but the state's Office of
Behavioral Health identified Frisco two years ago as an ideal location given its
proximity to both the Interstate 70 corridor and St. Anthony Summit Medical
Center. Determining the proper space in the pricey community is the next
challenge, but, along with future clinic operator Mind Springs Health, county
staff is already working to find a suitable location. 
  
"Oh my gosh, it's an exciting opportunity," said Sharon Raggio, Mind Springs
president and CEO. "We have such a shortage of psychiatric beds on the
Western Slope and this adds additional capacity, and Mind Springs is certainly
more than happy and willing to partner with the Summit County community and
its leadership to try to find a way to make space." 
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NATURAL RESOURCES
  
  
Inaugural ‘Colorado Public Lands Day’ Festivities Announced – Pagosa Daily
Post 
  
  
 

OF NOTE 
 

  
Michael Fields moving on from Colorado director’s post with Americans for
Prosperity – Colorado Politics 
After two and a half years as state director for Americans for Prosperity,
Michael Fields is stepping up in the world, taking his skills for conservative
thinking and political fare nationwide. 
  
Fields has been named the senior director of issue education for the Americans
for Prosperity Foundation. 
  
“I will be overseeing our long-term policy efforts in the states that we are in
across the country, working with our state chapters to help educate people on
things like school choice, right-to-work, free speech and tax policy — so not
supporting or opposing certain bills or ballot issues, but more impacting the
long-term views on those issues,” he told me in an e-mail Wednesday night,
after I noticed he was receiving congratulations on Twitter. 
  
He will continue to live in Centennial (with his wife, Mele, and their son,
Malakai), but but he will travel more. 

 
REVENUE

  
  
Colorado marijuana sales top $131M, set record in March 2017 – Denver Post 
The Colorado cannabis industry’s unbridled growth hasn’t waned — in fact, it’s
still setting records. 
  

http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=dbce6162b5&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=39e3f655b0&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=b3bf632ec3&e=1398fbf492


The state’s licensed marijuana shops captured nearly $132 million of
recreational and medical cannabis sales in March, according to The
Cannabist’s extrapolations of state sales tax data made public Tuesday. 
  
The monthly sales haul of $131.7 million sets a new record for Colorado’s
relatively young legal marijuana industry, besting the previous high of $127.8
million set last September, The Cannabist’s calculations show. It’s the tenth
consecutive month that sales have topped $100 million. 
  
Sales tax revenue generated for the state during March was $22.9 million,
according to the Colorado Department of Revenue. 

 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS

  
  
Governor’s race wide open – La Voz Colorado 
Ken Salazar is a family man, always has been. That’s why those who know him
well weren’t surprised he opted out of the governor’s race. A Democrat, Salazar
would have been the instant front-runner for the office held for the last eight
years by his party. His southern Colorado agricultural upbringing and humble
roots alongside his professional legal training seems to transcend regional and
party politics throughout the state. 
  
His absence from the race deprives the Latino community of their best chance
at the Colorado governorship in history and has left other aspirants chomping at
the bit to get on the campaign trail. The former U.S. Senator, Secretary of the
Interior and Colorado Attorney General made it clear that he needs to “put
family first” and implores voters to “support a candidate who is going to be
responsive to all Coloradoans including the Latino community.” 
  
With Salazar out of the race, there is some speculation that another Latino
might enter the fray. The very popular former Lieutenant Governor, Joe Garcia,
deferred to Salazar and took the top job at the Western Interstate for Higher
Education. Time will tell if there is renewed interest in the governorship. 
  
On the Democratic side, Salazar’s decision not to run prompted three well
known party insiders to immediately throw their hats in the ring. Sitting
Congressman, Ed Perlmutter may be the most popular Democrat in the state.
He has been able to carry a surprisingly progressive agenda representing a
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region of the state considered to be largely centrist with a sizable Independent
contingent. His indefatigable campaigning and constant push to stay in touch
with constituents makes him hard to beat. The six-term congressman wants to
oppose Trump and the Republican controlled Congress. 
  
  
Colorado gubernatorial candidates react to Comey firing along partisan lines -
Statesman  
  
  
  
Election forecaster calls Mike Coffman’s race against Democrat Jason Crow a
toss-up - Statesman 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper 
 

Hickenlooper lands on another list of possible 2020 Democratic presidential
candidates - Colorado Statesman 
  
For the second week running, Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper has found
himself on a list of potential 2020 Democratic presidential candidates, this
one compiled by D.C.-insider publication The Hill. And although the former
geologist and brewpub pioneer maintains he’s taking no steps toward a run,
he recently told a national radio audience that he’s open to considering it
after he finishes his term as governor. 
  
The Hill’s Lisa Hagen puts Hickenlooper rather high on a lengthy list meant to
encompass all the Democrats who whose names have been floated as
candidates in the next election. Ranked 10th out of 43 possibles,
Hickenlooper comes in behind national heavyweights former Vice President
Joe Biden, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth
Warren and New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker but ahead of New York Gov. Andrew
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Cuomo, former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley, former HUD Secretary Julian
Castro and Virginia Sen. Tim Kaine, all considered contenders who could
mount serious campaigns if they decide to run. 
  
“The 2020 presidential election could feature the most crowded Democratic
primary in decades, with scores of Democrats rumored as potential
contenders,” Hagen writes, and then proceeds to name dozens. 
  
Colorado Governor On Republican Health Care Bill: This Is Not An
Improvement - WSIU 
  
CO Governor hosts music education benefit - Grateful Web 
 

Legislature
  
A toast to chiles, tampons and switchblades, as the 2017 Colorado legislature
wraps up - Denver Post 
  
Hospital, road bills on way to guv - Grand Junction Sentinel 
  
Lawmakers kill bill to send more tax money to Colorado charter schools,
separate charter bill survives - Denver Post 
  
Now, it’s GOP’s turn to get stiff-armed in a bid to legislate gas-line safety -
Colorado Politics 
  
Alternative Colorado transportation bill dies in the state Senate - Colorado
Politics 
  
Effort to save rural hospitals and fund roads and schools poised for success -
Colorado Politics 
  
Youtube Oscar … uh, The Joey for best Colorado Politics video goes to  -
Colorado Politics 
  
Straight outta #copolitics: Firestorm over Firestone - Colorado Politics 
  
Frackers train sights on ‘fake news,’ try to get Google on board - Colorado
Politics 
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Effort to save rural hospitals and fund roads and schools poised for success -
Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado GOP blocks nation’s 1st well-mapping requirement - Colorado Politics 
  
Why 3 business bills that died last year passed this year in the Colorado
Legislature (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Nordberg: Democrats misguided business agenda is bad for Colorado -
Colorado Statesman 
  
Legislature fails for 7th straight year to pass regulatory reform (full article
below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Broadband battle with CenturyLink at Colorado Legislature over telecom funds
for rural internet (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Fight intensifies in Legislature over renewal of Colorado Energy Office –
Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado lawmakers consider giving free hunting, fishing licenses to veterans -
Fox 31 
 

Economy
  
Businessman showcases entrepreneurial spirit - Alamosa News 
  
Job creation and access to capital are two key factors that drive economic
development in Colorado’s rural communities. By working in partnership with
private sector lenders, businesses and community based organizations
through the Business and Industry (B&I) Guarantee program, USDA Rural
Development is doing its part to help create jobs and strengthen rural
communities. The B&I loan guarantee program incentivizes private lenders to
extend credit to new and existing businesses that improve the quality of life
in rural communities. These vibrant rural businesses drive job growth, rural
revitalization, and additional housing development that is not possible
without good paying, stable jobs. 
  
As National Small Business week is celebrated, USDA Rural Development
recognizes the efforts and contributions of entrepreneurs and small business
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owners across America like Tom Pescatore and his wife Marie, whose first
business venture was investing in a guest ranch in La Garita. They later sold
that business and in 2009 invested in Ecodynamics, a steel job shop in Monte
Vista. The company’s main product line consists of custom part orders for
various types of machinery used by local farmers. Ecodynamics also has an
irrigation side of their business, providing parts and service for irrigation
wells and well pumps. Ingenuity and creativity are key attributes of owner
Tom Pescatore. Custom orders are a large portion of his business and
Pescatore is ready for the challenge whether it is reconstructing the front end
of a fertilizer sprayer so a farmer can install larger tires or designing a bucket
to fit a skid steer to more efficiently handle potatoes. Finding the fix for his
customers is at the heart of Ecodynamic’s business model. 
  
Inside look at the $1.7 billion deal that weds Aspen, Steamboat, Winter Park
and Canadian Mountain heliskiing operation - Denver Post 
 

Education
  
To counteract years of instability at Adams City HS, local and state officials are
planning big changes - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Principals have come and gone at Adams City High School. 
  
With them so do the efforts each has made to improve the school. With six
principals in six years, Adams City has seen changes to schedules, class
offerings and staff composition. 
  
Junior Genavee Gonzales, 17, has experienced the flux for three years.
Though she wishes the school had more consistency, so far she says she has
been able to figure it out on her own. She’s taking honors and Advanced
Placement courses and says she’s on track for college — even though she says
she has sat down with a counselor only once. 
  
A smart reform for veterans’ education - Denver Post 
  
After raucous rollout, charter school compromise sailing through Colorado
statehouse - Colorado Politics 
 

Energy & Environment
  
Concerns over oil and gas take center stage in Broomfield - BC7 
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A week after the governor ordered statewide testing and inspection of oil &
gas wells, the Broomfield City Council took up the issue to a packed house of
concerned citizens. 
  
"I don't know if it's hazardous, if there's some kind of risk," Broomfield
resident Guyleen Castriotta said. 
  
She's referring to oil and gas flow lines buried under the ground. A cut flow
line was the cause of the Firestone house explosion. 
  
7 Questions We Can Answer About Colorado’s Order To Inspect Wells And
Flowlines - CPR 
 

Healthcare
  
Colorado gave hospitals $6.4 billion. So why did private insurance rates still
increase? - Denver Post 
  
Eight years ago, Colorado created a program to give hospitals more money to
cover uncompensated costs on the promise it would lower insurance rates for
all. 
  
The state’s hospitals received $6.4 billion since then to cover charity care
and unpaid bills from indigent patients — all money intended to reduce the
cost-shift to people with private insurance. 
  
But private payers — which make up the majority of Colorado — never saw
the benefits trickle down. 
  
The latest state figures show patients with private insurance paid $1.58 for
every $1 of medical care at hospitals in 2015, an increase from the $1.55 rate
before the program took effect. 
  
Senior health: How Colorado fares in new rankings - Denver Business Journal 
 

State Patrol
  
Colorado wildlife on the move! Officials remind drivers to be on the lookout -
Fox 21 
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Motorists across Colorado are being reminded to pay attention to wild animals
crossing the roads. 
  
Deb, an employee with CDOT, hit a deer in early April when she was traveling
on Highway 160 near Mancos. 
  
“Well, that deer actually hit me,” Deb said. “I did not have a moment to
react! This doe was running full-force and ran right into my front end. I
pulled over only to find my hood bent, fender damaged and headlight gone. I
realize this could have been a life-threatening situation and I’m certain this
will result in a couple thousand dollars in damage.” 
  
Colorado State Patrol Captain Adrian Driscoll had some advice to share with
motorists. 
 

Transportation
  
Nearly 100 schools in Colorado to strap on helmets for Bike to School Day -
Fox 21 
  
Wednesday, May 10 is the 6th annual National Bike to School Day. 
  
Thousands of children across Colorado are strapping on their helmets and
filling up those bike racks at school! 
  
Nearly 100 schools across the state and over 1,500 schools around the country
are participating in the day’s big event. 
  
“This year’s participation in Bike to School Day is as exciting as ever,” said
Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) Safe Routes to School Program
Manager Leslie Feuerborn. “Support for events across Colorado from Campo
to Carbondale and Salida to Sterling and all along the Front Range is inspiring,
and we couldn’t be more pleased with how many communities and families
are coming together to promote safe bicycling to school on this one day.” 
  
Is your loved one 'Fit to Drive?' Senior drivers target of new campaign - NBC 11 
  
125 motorcyclists died on Colorado roads last year, bike-handling skills,
distracted driving blamed - Denver Post 
 

Of Note
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Is Monday’s hail storm among the costliest to hit the Denver area? Agency that
tallies them in “wait and see” mode - Denver Post 
  
You could win free bacon for a year at Mile High’s Bacon and Beer Classic -
Denver Post 
  
Public Lands Day launches in Colorado on May 20 with 95 events for history-
making holiday - Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado historic preservation group to honor restoration of House, Senate
chambers at Capitol - Colorado Statesman 
 

Full Articles
  
Legislature fails for 7th straight year to pass regulatory reform (full article
below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
With little notice, a Colorado Senate committee on Tuesday killed the last
remaining regulatory-reform bill of the legislative session. 
  
The move ensures that wide-ranging efforts to lift burdens off small
businesses have failed for a seventh year in a row. 
  
House Bill 1270, a Democratic-led attempt at a typically Republican-touted
subject, was the fourth such effort at rolling back penalties on businesses
committing non-public-safety violations in 2017, an unusually large number of
bills introduced on the topic. 
  
It had passed the Democratic-majority House on April 3 but was not
introduced into the Republican-majority Senate until Tuesday, when it
promptly died on a party-line vote in Senate Appropriations Committee
despite not having an appropriations clause that would require it going to the
committee. 
  
The disjointed debate on this last measure epitomized the breakdown in talks
that marked regulatory-reform efforts throughout the session. Senate
Republicans made such reform their first bill of the session, passed it with
some bipartisan support and watched it die at the hands of a House
committee chairwoman who turned around and introduced her own, different
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reform bill. 
  
That chairwoman, Democratic Rep. Tracy Kraft-Tharp of Arvada, then acted
surprised when Republicans didn’t take to her bill, even as business groups
literally asked legislators to get anything done. 
  
“It was unfortunate that we saw so many efforts in both chambers
deteriorate and die. We believed that this was the year that something could
actually get done on this issue,” said Loren Furman, senior vice president of
state and federal relations for the Colorado Association of Commerce and
Industry. “It’s one less opportunity for small business to see a relief on
regulatory burden.” 
  
Senate Bill 1, sponsored by Sen. Tim Neville, R-Littleton, would have required
most state agencies to allow small businesses that were first-time offenders
of new rules as much as 30 days to cure the problem after it was identified
before getting fined. It passed the Senate 24-11 with the backing of six
Democrats but died on a party-line in the House Business Affairs and Labor
Committee. 
  
Introduced shortly thereafter, Kraft-Tharp’s HB 1270 encouraged, but didn’t
require, agencies to hold back fines on small companies, applied only to
businesses of 50 or fewer workers, rather than 500 or fewer workers like SB 1
mandated. It also ordered a study to determine which rules and which
industries were subject to the most violations. 
  
Five Republicans joined with the House Democrats in passing the bill, but it
never went anywhere once it got out of the House. 
  
Two other Republican reform bills came out of the Senate and died quickly in
House committees too. 
  
Kraft-Tharp, who recently posted a video asking people to help her find her
missing bill, defended her moves, saying that union and environmental
leaders opposed SB 1 because it applied to companies they felt were too big
for breaks, and she said its mandates to have agencies show discretion to
rule-breaking companies were untenable rules. 
  
Neville, meanwhile, said Senate Republicans would never have considered
Kraft-Tharp’s efforts because it limited reform only to the smallest



companies, restricted which rules were cause for leniency and only suggested
that they roll back fines, an overly permissive statute that could have made
situations worse for small companies that say they feel burdened by state
regulations. 
  
“Equal application of the law becomes an issue at that point,” Neville said.
“So, that’s no culture change that we were looking to do.” 
  
Both legislators said they will continue to work on the topic. But Kraft-Tharp
especially said that the inability to close the gap in a year when both
Republicans and Democrats wanted to advance regulatory reform is forcing
her to think about other ways to tackle the problem. 
  
She may try to grill agencies, for example, on their regulatory-reform efforts
at the series of SMART hearings that committees will hold with departments
at the start of the 2018 session, she said. 
  
“How serious are they about wanting to do regulatory reform versus wanting
to send a message?” she asked. “I said ‘I found a sweet spot, let’s come
together ... and they weren’t interested.’” 
  
Broadband battle with CenturyLink at Colorado Legislature over telecom funds
for rural internet (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Advocates for expansion of high-speed internet service in rural parts of
Colorado have picked a fight late in the state Legislature's 2017 session with
companies that provide both phone and broadband services over who will get
money now set aside for phone service in Colorado’s less populated areas. 
  
Colorado House of Representatives members on Tuesday passed a bill that
transfers $9.5 million from a fund for rural phone service to a fund for
broadband deployment, and they tacked on an amendment that would allow
easier movement of money between the two pots of money in the future. 
  
Telecommunications providers did not object to the one-time reshuffling of
money, but said the amendment represented a significant change of policy
that has not been discussed. 
  
The late-session effort — the Legislature must adjourn its 2017 session by the
end of the day Wednesday — represents the most significant progress this
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year in increasing funding for rural broadband. 
  
That's a goal that Gov. John Hickenlooper established at the start of this year
and the Democratic and Republican leaders said they too would like to
accomplish. 
  
Senate Bill 306 is sponsored by state Sen. Kent Lambert, R-Colorado Springs. 
  
It shifts money to broadband expansion from the "high-cost support"
mechanism, a fee paid by rural customers on their bills to help subsidize the
cost of phone lines to homes and businesses in sparsely populated areas. 
  
State government leaders have been pushing for years to move more of that
money to broadband deployment aid. 
  
They say that high-speed Internet connectivity is necessary to help schools,
businesses and health-care professionals communicate with and keep up with
quickly evolving urban regions like Denver. 
  
But even after a 2014 telecommunications reform bill that was supposed to
speed that process, just $2 million has moved into broadband in the past
three years, said House Majority Leader K.C. Becker, the Boulder Democrat
who sponsored the controversial amendments to the bill. 
  
She envisioned her addition as a long-term fix that would re-purpose the
money more quickly and nimbly in the future — a moved backed by both
Republicans and Democrats, as evidenced by the 49-16 approval of SB 306 in
the House. 
  
“We have known for years that subsidy is not being used well by
CenturyLink,” she said of the telecommunications giant that receives the
lion’s share of high-cost support mechanism funding. “It is needed in rural
broadband. But like everyone else who gets a subsidy, they have a vested
interest in making sure that never changes." 
  
CenturyLink Inc. (NYSE: CTL) issued a statement after the vote claiming that
it invests more in both customer-voice accounts and in broadband each year
than any provider in Colorado. 
  
“Given this fact, we certainly agree with state Rep. K.C. Becker that rural



broadband is a priority. However, we do not agree that a last-minute
amendment is the right way to do so,” the Louisiana-based company said. 
  
“We are committed to working with policymakers and other stakeholders to
develop reforms that support effective investment and help bring broadband
to more rural Colorado residents and businesses," it said. 
  
Lambert, among others, argued that the amendment was a violation of both
the process and of the trust of sponsoring law makers, who expected the bill
to be just a one-time expenditure. 
  
So, he convinced Senate colleagues to reject the House’s amendment and
send the measure to a conference committee on Wednesday to try to work
out differences between the House and Senate plans. 
  
Why 3 business bills that died last year passed this year in the Colorado
Legislature (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Seemingly unconnected business bills in the Colorado Legislature — one to let
workers talk about their pay levels with each other; another letting
Coloradans learn about wage-theft perpetrators; a third to crack down on
illegal auto sales — have just two things in common: 
  
First, all three bills died in Colorado Senate committees or on the Senate
floor in 2016 along straight party-line votes. 
  
Second, all three flew through the Legislature this year with few problems. 
  
The changing fates of these three measures — two of which have made it to
Gov. John Hickenlooper’s desk and the third of which already has been signed
into law — illustrate a key truth about the workings at the Capitol. 
  
They show that when state representatives and senators bring opponents and
proponents together and talk about the policies of such bills rather than the
politics that may surround them, the chance for success of such efforts goes
up significantly. 
  
“Every bill is a mixture of politics and policy,” said state Sen. Kerry Donovan,
the Vail Democrat who co-sponsored the wage-sharing bill both last year and
this year. “This year, Republicans looked at the policy and realized it wasn’t
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a big, scary messaging bill.” 
  
House Bill 1021, which Hickenlooper signed into law on April 13, made a
simple change to state law. Rather than allowing the Colorado Department of
Labor and Employment to shield convicted violators of wage-theft law by
relying on a 100-year-old statute calling such information a business trade
secret, the bill allows people to ask CDLE for the information if they are
looking into companies’ histories with the law. 
  
Sponsoring state Rep. Jessie Danielson, D-Wheat Ridge, said she was surprised
when the bill died last year in a committee of the Republican-majority
Senate. So, she met in the off-session with business leaders to understand
their concerns and found that she could alleviate them with minor changes,
particularly waiting until all potential appeals of such convictions were
exhausted before allowing the information to become public knowledge. 
  
Then she approached Sen. John Cooke, a Greeley Republican and former
Weld County sheriff, who saw the issue as one of protecting the public from
harm. With everyone on board, the bill sailed through both chambers of the
Legislature. 
  
“I looked at it, and it was reasonable,” Cooke said before HB 1021 was signed
into law. “And that’s what I base my bills on: Is it reasonable? Is it good for
employers?” 
  
'Life in the Legislature' 
  
Danielson understood a similar process with HB 1269, a bill that allows all
employees to share information about their wages with each other without
fear of reprisal from employers. Current law makes that practice legal for
most industries but exempts railroad and airline employees, as well as
government workers, from such protection. 
  
In 2016, the bill met a particularly strange ending. Introduced as part of
House Democrats’ equal-pay package and assigned after its passage through
the House to the Senate “kill committee” — the Senate State, Veterans and
Military Affairs Committee — it managed to come out of that committee with
unanimous support. 
  
But on the floor, Sen. Tim Neville, R-Littleton, said he feared the bill would



aid in increased unionization of government workers, and he persuaded all 18
Republicans to vote to kill the measure — and then to immediately reconsider
the measure and kill it again, ending any chance that Donovan could talk
people into changing their vote. 
  
Danielson said she sat down with Denver business leaders to discuss concerns
with the measure in the off-season and found that they really had none. But
she took an extra step as well to bring on conservative Rep. Dan Nordberg, a
Colorado Springs Republican who felt government employers should play by
the same rules as private-sector business leaders, as her co-sponsor. 
  
Donovan sponsored HB 1269 in the Senate with Republican Sen. Beth Martinez
Humenik of Thornton — who, like her, faces re-election in a swing district in
2018. She said she felt the key this year was removing the bill from the equal-
pay package that had put Republicans on the defensive because they feared
the bills would interfere with business leaders’ ability to run their companies. 
  
Once it got down to being just about the policy, that measure too ran through
the legislative process unscathed and now sits on Hickenlooper’s desk. 
  
“It is life in the Legislature,” Nordberg said of the reverse of fortunes for HB
1269. “Certainly, some of these issues can be nuanced, especially in regard to
labor law.” 
  
Curbing 'curbstoning' 
  
In that sense, HB 1249 seemed less nuanced. The bill, sponsored by state
Rep. Jovan Melton, D-Aurora, ratchets up penalties against individuals who
individually gather a number of vehicles, park them on typically abandoned
lots and announce through Internet channels that they will be selling them
one day. 
  
The practice — called “curbstoning” — allows them to act like auto dealers
without the same regulations imposed upon the dealers and without any
protections for their customers. Last year’s bill did the same thing. 
  
But GOP senators rejected the 2016 version, even with fellow Republican Sen.
Jack Tate of Centennial sponsoring the bill in that chamber. And Tate said he
and Melton circled back to look at which details could be changed enough to
change key votes. 



  
The differences might be considered small in the 2017 version. Penalties are
tiered for repeat offenders. The fines against curbstoners are used partially
to fund law-enforcement divisions that investigate the crime. And a provision
was added to the bill clarifying that companies that seek to dispose of old
fleet vehicles are not prosecuted as criminals under the statute. 
  
And this year, instead of a straight partisan vote in which Republican opposed
what they considered a punitive bill, HB 1249 passed the House by a
bipartisan vote of 50-13 and sailed through the Senate 31-4. And changing the
policies meant changing the politics of the bill, Tate said. 
  
“The goal of the bill is still to make sure that we are not unintentionally
allowing law-abiding businesspeople to be hurt,” he said, echoing the
complaints of the Colorado Independent Automobile Dealers Association that
existing penalties are too low to discourage curbstoning. 
  
“Licensed car dealers who are playing by the rules have made big enough
investments in their business that we shouldn’t turn a blind eye to allowing
law breakers to operate without enforcement.” 
  
Hickenlooper has until June 9 to decide whether to sign or veto that bill, as
well as HB 1269. 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper

Severed gas line is blamed for fatal explosion; Colorado orders thousands of
wells, miles of pipelines inspected - Denver Post 
  
Gov. John Hickenlooper ordered oil and gas operators throughout Colorado to
inspect thousands of wells and miles of associated pipelines to prevent a
repeat of a fatal home explosion in Firestone. 
  
Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District chief Ted Poszywak on Tuesday
blamed the April 17 blast on odorless gas that seeped from a severed 1-inch
pipeline into French drains and a sump pit at 6312 Twilight Ave. 
  
That flowline was connected to a nearby well owned by Anadarko Petroleum.
Investigators found the valve for the line in the “on” position. 
  
VIDEO: Beer or marijuana? Gov. Hickenlooper talks about Colorado's
marijuana industry - Colorado Springs Gazette 

Hickenlooper - GovOffice, John 

JWH Clips: W ednesday , May 3, 2017 | Term: 615 | Session: 7  
1 message

Shadrey Sands <shadrey.sands@state.co.us> Wed, May 3, 2017 at 6:38 AM
Reply-To: Shadrey Sands <shadrey.sands@state.co.us>
To: J 

http://mailchi.mp/state/jwh-clips-tuesday-april-18-2017-term-630-session-817969?e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=da4cd37b26&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=a20f5c7731&e=1398fbf492


  
Colorado pro-abortion group celebrates 50th anniversary - Huffington Post 
  
There are at least 22 Democrats thinking about running for president in 2020 -
CNN 
  
Governor Calls For Statewide Inspection Of Oil And Gas Wells After House
Explosion - CPR 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Dream Big Day Attracts Area Students - Kiowa County Press 
  
Despite a week of foggy and sometimes wet days, we were blest with a sunny
day for the long awaited "Big Dream Day" for students in Eads America! When
the two Black Hawk and Chinook helicopters, flew in to the track field, most
everyone in town heard them and the Gas and Grill and homes near the
school shook.  Jan Richards, the Director of the Kiowa County Economic
Development Foundation is the woman responsible for having this incredible
education time primarily for students from ten area schools but also for
teachers, parents, and townspeople. It was indeed a spectacular event and
the organization of the day was absolutely amazing! At the opening assembly
Lieutenant Governor, Donna Lynne greeted and encouraged the students, and
then Principal Betsy Barnett explained the schedule for the day and
announced the names of the students who had been selected from their
schools to get to ride in a Cessna airplane. In the Eads school students could
apply by writing an essay on why they wanted to ride in an airplane. The first
three from Eads who flew were Kelly Ramos, Fred Turner, and Blake Stoker.
They were shuttled out to the Eads Airport where to pilot donated his time to
fly students in a program called Wings over the Rockies. After Blake texted
his mother, the pilot flew them over Haswell in five minutes. It was a real
thrill for the lucky students who had this chance to fly.  The students were
divided in to seven groups to follow teachers who carried tall placards around
to the various workshop sites in the high school and then outside to tour the
helicopters , fire trucks, and three tier bus of fantastic inventions for their
future lives. The educational leaning sessions were on: "Space, Blast off to
Mars", "Advanced Manufacturing. Forging Ahead in Colorado", Cyber security;
The New Threat", Unmanned Air Systems (UAS) and Robotics, and Aviation;
You Can Fly!" 
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Colorado Supreme Court hears dispute on whether legal fees count as political
donations - Denver Post 
 

Legislature
  
Getting punchy: Vote on Salazar parole bill fuels fleeting end-of session levity -
Colorado Statesman 
  
Highway bill racing to beat session’s end gets a green flag by Colorado Senate
committee - Colorado Politics 
  
Bill bolsters college savings and keeping teachers in rural Colorado - Denver
Post 
  
History Colorado asks legislature to sell off Lowry property to fix up more
valuable sites - Colorado Politics 
  
‘Patient Safety Act’ gets House OK and moves forward - Colorado Politics 
  
Don’t get C-470 envy, commuters. Tell Colorado lawmakers to find money for
CDOT to get to work. - Colorado Politics 
  
‘Ban the box’ beaten back by Senate GOP; biz community pleased - Colorado
Politics 
  
Anti-rolling coal bill heads to Hickenlooper - Coloradoan 
  
Late liquor license bill pits smaller stores against some local retail giants -
Colorado Statesman 
  
Last-minute bill would let Walmart and liquor stores grow alcohol sales
significantly - Denver Business Journal 
  
Last-minute fix for Colorado roads clears Senate committee- Durango Herald 
  
Bill to ease some workers compensation penalties faces tough road - Denver
Business Journal 
  
Voters Don’t Agree On Colorado’s Transportation Woes, And Grantham Still

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=d869a1a705&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=ec0ff6868a&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=d5c586fa1d&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=b7e078a672&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=c1a723ade7&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=a67c29f69f&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=7456e7a2d0&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=dd80ce7435&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=13789f3da6&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=3ff09d72f5&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=ac5e98e847&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=00a55a9db8&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=f03d9eaf17&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=32aceedd97&e=1398fbf492


Wants A Solution - Aspen Public Radio 
 

Education
  
The Colorado State Board of Education is getting more authority to reject
waiver requests - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Colorado schools and districts seeking flexibility from state law will need to
make a more compelling case after state lawmakers Tuesday gave the State
Board of Education greater authority to reject such requests. 
  
Last year, the state board began raising concern over the quality of so-called
“innovation plans” submitted to them by some of the state’s lowest-
performing schools. State law allows schools to submit plans to obtain waivers
in an effort to boost student achievement. 
  
The state’s innovation law, written in 2009, was inspired in part by charter
schools, which receive a number of waivers from state laws. 
  
Unpaid school fines? In Colorado, it’s no longer an obstacle to getting your
transcripts - Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

Economy
  
Colorado employers are opening work-site health clinics for faster, better care
(full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
A small but growing number of Colorado employers are taking matters into
their own hands and opening up medical clinics on their work sites. 
  
The clinics come as employers complain about workers missing time to try to
get in for doctors’ appointments — or becoming increasingly unproductive as
they wait for days to get into overbooked primary-care offices. 
  
Typically contracted out to medical companies, work-site clinics are found
most often at larger, self-insured companies that have a spare room or space
on their campus to turn into a health-care area, said Donna Marshall,
executive director of the Colorado Business Group on Health, a nonprofit that
provides health information to employers. 
 

Energy & Environment

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=32aceedd97&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=4766b0aeaa&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=cd33a07ed3&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=d4a5f8e400&e=1398fbf492


  
Top Colorado regulator uncertain ‘what happens next’ after fatal Firestone
explosion linked to oil and gas operations - Colorado Statesman 
  
TEXT: Anadarko's statement on Firestone home explosion - Denver Business
Journal 
  
What officials are saying about new rule that requires flowline inspections in
wake of Firestone fatal house fire - Greeley Tribune 
  
Natural gas link to Colorado deaths likely will make regulation debate even
louder (Video) (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
 

Local Affairs
  
12 Colorado Developments Receive LIHTCs in 2017 First Round - Affordable
Housing Finance 
  
Colorado Housing and Finance Authority has selected 12 developments to
receive low-income housing tax credit (LIHTC) reservations in the first
allocation round of 2017. 
  
The selected developments will receive approximately $11.3 million in
federal LIHTCs and approximately $9.5 million in state housing credits. The
awards will support the new construction or preservation of 1,290 affordable
rental units in the state. 
  
The round was to award state LIHTCs combined with 4% LIHTCs. A second
round will be held to award competitive 9% LIHTCs. 
 

Transportation
  
Not so Fast: Yet another delay looms for RTD FasTracks rail project - Denver
Business Journal 
 

2018 Election
  
Poll: Colorado Democrats have early momentum headed into 2018 - Denver
Post 
  
Castle Rock entrepreneur plans to win governor’s race - Highlands Ranch
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Herald 
 

Of Note
  
Milk from large dairies, including Colorado’s Aurora Organic Dairy, may not be
as organic as you think - Denver Post 
  
National concert day: 17 Denver shows for just $20 - Denver Post 
  
Best metro Denver communities: Here are the top 25 surrounding the city -
Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado named 3rd most fun state: 7 reasons we're actually number one -
ABC 7 
  
Groundbreaking set for Colorado Springs Olympic Museum - ABC 13 
  
Kentucky Derby threat McCraken has Colorado connections - Denver Post 
  
Bureau of Land Management would move west under Colorado Republicans
proposal - Denver Post 
 

Full Article
  
Natural gas link to Colorado deaths likely will make regulation debate even
louder (Video) (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado’s contentious debates over oil and gas operations near homes and
businesses are likely to get even louder in the wake of findings by local fire
officials that a fatal house explosion in Weld County last month was caused by
a natural gas pipeline leak. 
  
Those findings also are delivering a hit to the market value of the energy
giant linked by investigators to the tragedy. 
  
Tuesday, fire officials serving the Weld County town of Firestone linked a gas
line connected to an old well owned by Anadarko Petroleum Corp. to a fatal
home explosion in Firestone that killed two people. Authorities said Mark
Martinez, 42, was killed in the disaster, as was his brother-in-law, Joseph
William "Joey" Irwin III, also 42, both of Frederick. Erin Martinez -- Mark's wife
and Joey's brother -- was critically injured. ( Full details here.) 
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Groups that have criticized the oil and gas sector for years on Tuesday
stepped up their calls for more regulation on its activities in Colorado — even
a complete halt on industry operations. 
  
Those calls are coming even as energy companies scramble to comply with a
directive from the state demanding swift inspections of pipelines in the field. 
  
Matt Lepore -- the director of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission (COGCC), the agency that oversees industry operations -- on
Tuesday called the home explosion “horrible and horrifying,” but also termed
it the result of a “highly unusual” set of circumstances. 
  
“In our experience, what has taken place here is highly unusual and required
a confluence of a number of different events to come to pass,” Lepore said
late Tuesday during a press conference. 
  
“It’s horrible and horrifying, but there are a lot of wells that have been
drilled and operated for a long time in this state and this is an unprecedented
event with respect to those,” he said. 
  
More fallout is likely Wednesday morning as executives as Houston-area-based
Anadarko (NYSE: APC) holds a conference call with analysts to discuss the
company’s financial performance during the first quarter. 
  
Natural gas in the home 
  
On Tuesday, officials with the Frederick-Firestone Fire Department, which
had been investigating the blast, announced the fatal home explosion in
Firestone on April 17, which killed two men, was linked to an abandoned flow
line that was still attached to a nearby well 178 feet away from the home. 
  
Firestone is a Weld County town east of Interstate 25 a few miles east of
Loveland. 
  
The valve on the pipeline at the well was found in an open position, allowing
gas to flow from the well to a point about six feet from the home at 6312
Twilight Ave. where the explosion occurred, fire district official said at a
press conference and in a statement. 
  



Why the 1-inch-diameter flow line was attached to the well, when a slightly
larger line a few inches away was severed and capped, is unknown. Also
unknown is when and how the valve on the attached line was placed in an
open position, allowing gas to flow to through the line, and what sparked the
explosion of the raw natural gas that had built up in the home. 
  
Frederick-Firestone Fire Chief Ted Poszywak said the well was "shut-in"
(meaning closed) for all of 2016, and that its current owner Anadarko --
Colorado’s biggest energy company -- turned it on again on Jan. 28, 2017. 
  
The fire department said Tuesday that raw natural gas was found in the
home, and its immediate neighbor, which was ventilated. No other homes are
believed to be in danger, according to the department. 
  
The fire department said it would turn over the next phase of the
investigation to the Firestone Police Department to conduct an official death
investigation. 
  
Upon completion of that phase, the police department will turn the matter
over to the Weld County District Attorney’s Office, the fire department’s
statement said. 
  
'We have no new news' 
  
The home in Firestone’s Oak Meadows subdivision was built in 2015, more
than two decades after the well was drilled in 1993. 
  
The well passed through several owners over the years and landed in the
hands of Anadarko in 2014, following a swap of acres of mineral rights the
company did with Noble Energy Inc. (NYSE: NBL) in 2013. 
  
The developer of the neighborhood, Greenwood Village-based Century
Communities Inc., said little Tuesday, according to a statement released by
its spokesman. 
  
“Right now, we have no new news. There is an active investigation underway
by a number of authorities, and we have no definitive cause of the explosion
at this time,” the spokesman, who works for a contracted PR agency, said via
email. 
  



While state regulations require new oil and gas wells to be at least 500 feet
from existing homes, that rule does not apply when homes are built near
existing wells. 
  
The COGCC doesn’t have the authority to tell local governments how big a
buffer zone they should have between new homes and previously installed
wells. Local governments have their own regulations about how close a new
home can be built from an existing well. 
  
Firestone’s regulations require a 150 feet buffer between new homes and old
wells. 
  
Statewide inspection order issued 
  
Anadarko on April 26 announced it would temporarily shut down 3,000 of its
old, vertical wells across Colorado, a move that was followed by Denver’s
Great Western Oil & Gas, which said April 27 that it would shut down 61 wells
in northern Colorado that were within 250 feet of a home or occupied
building. 
  
At the time, neither company had been publicly implicated in the fatal
Firestone explosion. 
  
Tuesday, the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) ordered
energy companies to fan out across the state to inspect flow lines, which are
small pipelines linking individual wells to storage tanks. 
  
Similar flow lines are the focus of the Firestone investigation. 
  
Energy companies were directed to: 
  
Inspect and pressure-test existing oil and gas flow lines within 1,000 feet of
occupied buildings to ensure their integrity. 
  
Ensure that any lines that are not in use are properly marked and capped. 
  
Ensure all abandoned lines are cut below the surface of the ground and
sealed, as required by current state standards, regardless of when the lines
were abandoned. 
  



The companies have until May 30 to inspect flow lines that lie within 1,000
feet of homes or occupied buildings and report to the COGCC the location of
the flow lines, and the location of the well and the tank battery they’re
connected to. 
  
The location information is crucial because the state doesn’t know where
flow lines such as those linked to the home explosion are located, according
to Lepore. 
  
"There is not a comprehensive map of flow lines" that covers all the thousands
of wells drilled across the state over decades, Lepore said. 
  
Energy companies have shared location information on flow lines with the
COGCC since about 2008, but the agency wants better information about
where older flow lines are located, Lepore said. 
  
The COGCC has been assisting in the investigation and also conducting its
own, Lepore said. 
  
Energy companies have until June 30 to report to the COGCC the results of
the pressure tests on the flow lines within 1,000 feet of a home or occupied
building. 
  
For flow lines that are not in use — but can’t be immediately brought up to
state standards by being cut off and capped below the surface — operators
must clearly mark those lines with fluorescent paint, remove the operating
valves and cap the pipe until it can be brought up to current code, according
to the order. 
  
'Devastating [but] predictable' 
  
Expressions of sympathy for the family mingled Tuesday with calls for
additional safety protocols. 
  
“I know I speak for everyone at Anadarko when I say that our thoughts and
prayers remain with the Martinez and Irwin families as they continue to
mourn the loss of their loved ones,” said Al Walker, Anadarko Chairman,
president and CEO, in a statement. 
  
“We will continue to take all necessary and appropriate steps in that regard,



and will continue to cooperate fully with all ongoing investigations to ensure
we fully understand the basis for the fire district’s conclusions and that no
stone is left unturned prior to any final determinations," he said. 
  
U.S. Rep. Jared Polis, a Democrat from Boulder, called the explosion both
avoidable and predictable. 
  
“What occurred in Firestone, while devastating, was predictable because
Colorado sadly does not have adequate protections against dangerous oil and
gas developments in our neighborhoods,” Polis said. 
  
Polis said the state should not delay implementing “new standards to prevent
disasters like this from happening in the future. We cannot continue to delay
local control, stricter safety standards, and greater setbacks.” 
  
The Colorado Oil & Gas Association, a trade group, said in a statement that
“the safety of our families, friends, and communities is our highest priority
and will remain so as we work to prevent tragedies like this from happening
again.” 
  
The statement said COGA supports the state’s call to inspect flow lines and is
“committed to partnering with the COGCC, our operators, home builders, and
Colorado communities to get it right. In the weeks and months that follow,
we will endeavor to enhance flow line and pipeline procedures and remain
committed to improving Colorado oil and gas production.” 
  
The American Petroleum Institute's local arm, the Colorado Petroleum
Council, said the incident “reiterates our shared goal with regulators and
emergency officials that we can never let up on our core value of safety. 
  
“We will continue to work with all stakeholders to continue this commitment
so that we can deliver the energy that runs our country with the highest
standards and practices of safety possible.” 
  
'Any action necessary' 
  
The industry’s critics said more must be done. 
  
Jim Alexee, the director of the Colorado Sierra Club, said it was “unfortunate
that it takes a fatal event like this to demonstrate how dangerous it is to



have oil and gas operations adjacent to our homes and schools.” 
  
“I call on our leaders to reconsider safe, common-sense protections that will
put the health and safety of Coloradans first,” he said. 
  
Alexee also noted the recent failure in the Legislature of a proposal to pushed
drilling rigs at least 1,000 feet or more from school-property lines, rather
than the current setback of 1,000 feet from the school building. 
  
The bill failed to get out of a committee in the Republican-held state Senate
on April 12. 
  
That was the same day that a committee in the House, held by Democrats,
voted along party lines to end a proposal that would have increased penalties
for tampering with oil-and-gas pipeline equipment. 
  
Pete Maysmith, the executive director of Conservation Colorado, the state’s
biggest environment group, called on elected officials to stiffen oil and gas
regulations and even halt oil and gas activity. 
  
“This means taking any action necessary to put the burden of proof for
showing that drilling is safe onto the industry, not onto concerned community
members,” Maysmith said, adding that the COGCC should halt all oil and gas
activity. 
  
“Moving forward, the COGCC must take decisive action and not allow any oil
and gas activity unless it is proven to be safe to human health and our air and
water,” he said. 
  
Colorado employers are opening work-site health clinics for faster, better care
(full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
A small but growing number of Colorado employers are taking matters into
their own hands and opening up medical clinics on their work sites. 
  
The clinics come as employers complain about workers missing time to try to
get in for doctors’ appointments — or becoming increasingly unproductive as
they wait for days to get into overbooked primary-care offices. 
  
Typically contracted out to medical companies, work-site clinics are found
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most often at larger, self-insured companies that have a spare room or space
on their campus to turn into a health-care area, said Donna Marshall,
executive director of the Colorado Business Group on Health, a nonprofit that
provides health information to employers. 
  
But now, some smaller firms are beginning to combine their resources and
offer “near-site” clinics. 
  
Such clinics often grow from the concerns of employers who self-fund their
health coverage who want to reduce their mounting medical costs and
increase the quality of care, said Mike Ferguson, COO of the Self Insurance
Institute of America in Simpsonville, South Carolina. 
  
Such employers notice that if it's quicker and easier for their workers to
access care, they're more likely to do it. So they bring in doctors during work
hours to treat patients who otherwise might skip work or just let their
conditions go worse. 
  
And those who open on-site clinics often find increased productivity, reduced
absenteeism and, most importantly, slower growth of health-care costs,
Marshall said. 
  
“Employers are looking at primary care, and they’re looking at the health
system. And they’re saying, ‘This is not a system that is accessible to me as a
purchaser,’” Marshall said. “Work-site clinics are definitely a trend of the
future, though it’s been happening for a long time.” 
  
Bringing down barriers 
  
A number of companies have popped up to serve the desires of businesses to
offer these clinics. 
  
Nashville-based CareHere.com operates more than 200 clinics in 26 states,
including Colorado clinics ranging from one for Phil Long car dealerships in
Colorado Springs to clinics at large Brookdale assisted-living facilities. 
  
The average size of the businesses offering such clinics is 1,500 workers, and
Care.Here’s goal is to cut the annual increase in health-care costs
significantly, said Ernie Clevenger, president of the company. 
  



He’s found it easy to recruit doctors to the clinics because those physicians
tend to spend more time with patients than in typical settings, and the
reimbursement often is higher through the monthly per-employee fee, he
said. 
  
And not only do the clinics attract people who have come down with recent
illnesses or injuries, they also bring in workers who may not have seen a
doctor for 10 years because they haven’t found the time to do so. 
  
“To you and me, the barrier may be nothing,” Clevenger said. “But to others,
it’s something.” 
  
While some private companies offer such clinics in Colorado, they are more
common at public-sector workplaces, Marshall said. That’s partly because
Colorado has fewer large corporations and more small businesses than other
states, she noted. 
  
Roughly 320 schools, local governments and special districts are part of the
Colorado Employer Benefit Trust, a self-funded health-benefit trust
administered by Willis Towers Watson (Nasdaq: WLTW), a large consulting
brokerage firm. 
  
The CEBT contracted with Marathon Health in 2014 to operate three such
clinics that were near multiple members’ locations in 2014, and it
experienced enough success that it opened three more of them this year, said
Bobby Otte, executive vice president with Willis Towers Watson of Denver. 
  
The clinics target people who aren't currently receiving health care, so there
is little conflict with local primary-care doctors who worried about losing
patients to them, especially since the clinics are staffed by nurse
practitioners and physicians’ assistants rather than doctors, Otte said. 
  
CEBT opted to open them in places with fewer numbers of local providers,
such as Glenwood Springs and Rifle and Greeley. 
  
“The goal was better access for employees to get health care, and that
worked great,” Otte said. “The added benefit was the employee satisfaction.
Employees love the fact that there’s providers there just for them, and they
want to get to know the providers.” 
  



Such clinics also help to get workers into wellness programs at a higher level,
said Lili Tenney, deputy director for the Center for Health, Work and
Environment at the Colorado School of Public Health in Aurora. Employers
then can track the success of those wellness programs, and that is inspiring
more companies to look into it, she said. 
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going down - Colorado Politics 
  
Via ColoradoPols: GOP guv’s race heats up early with joust over death penalty
- Colorado Politics 
  
Veterans would get free Colorado hunting and fishing licenses under late-
session ‘Heroes’ bill - Colorado Politics 
  
Focus of Colorado energy bill turns to industry-linked Firestone explosion -
Colorado Politics 
  
What’s in it for Colorado’s Steel City? Pueblo’s Pulp asks Sen. Leroy Garcia -
Colorado Politics 
  
Open primary bill loses provision that would have pinned a primary voter’s
record to a party - Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado Republicans give up on repealing health exchange - Colorado Politics 
  
Transportation funding progress is likely, but much could be left on the table -
Colorado Politics 
  
Colorado lawmakers let additional construction-defects bills die - Denver
Business Journal 
  
Debates rage over whether Colorado Legislature has done enough for
transportation - Denver Business Journal 
  
Legislators battle over fate, mission of Colorado Energy Office - Denver
Business Journal 
  
Last-minute bill to map oil and gas lines passes committee - Colorado
Independent 
  
Colorado GOP Blocks Nation's 1st Well-Mapping Requirement - News Max 
 

Agriculture
  
Colorado agricultural PR campaign wins top award - Denver Business Journal 
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A public relations campaign extolling the virtues of Colorado agricultural was
named the top public relations campaign of the past year. 
  
Philosophy Communication's "Colorado Proud 'Follow Your Fruits & Veggies'
Journey" was named the Grand Gold Pick winner at the annual Colorado
chapter of the Public Relations awards ceremony held in Denver last
Thursday. 
  
The Colorado Proud campaign was an effort to "connect Coloradans with the
farmers and ranchers who help our state thrive, teach consumers how and
where their food is grown, and create an appreciation for the entire farm-to-
fork journey."

Economy

Colorado startup PuppTech named one of 50 best startups in the world - ABC 7 
  
A Denver startup is one of 50 up-and-coming companies to be recognized as
some of the best in the world. 
  
PuppTech won the honor at the TiE50 Awards in Silicon Valley over the
weekend. As part of the win, the startup will receive $100,000 in services and
cloud hosting from IBM. 
  
PuppTech is currently taking pre-orders for its PuppComm system, a device
that lets pet owners track the temperature and humidity in their car with
their smartphone so they can monitor their dog while running errands. 
 

Education
  
Celebrate Colorado teachers during National Teacher Appreciation Week - Fox
21 News 
  
It’s National Teacher Appreciation Week! 
  
The Colorado Department of Education is inviting you to participate and give
thanks to Colorado teachers for all they do. 
  
This week, share a post, image or video with a sign thanking a teacher on
social media with the hashtag #ThankATeacherCO and tell the world why you
appreciate teachers. You can even give a shot out to your favorite teacher if
you’d like! Tag a friend and challenge them too to show appreciation to
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Colorado’s teachers. 
  
After tensions mount, Colorado House advances charter school funding deal,
school finance bill - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
More Colorado students are entering college unprepared, report says -
Colorado Independent 
  
Meet the next president of the Colorado League of Charter Schools  - Chalkbeat
Colorado  
 

Energy & Environment
  
Xcel, others propose path to smarter, leaner electric system - Denver Business
Journal 
  
Xcel Energy Inc. on Monday filed a settlement proposal with state regulators
that one supporter said will help the state’s biggest utility improve the
electric grid and save customers energy and money. 
  
The settlement agreement focuses on Xcel’s proposal for an “advanced grid
intelligence and security” upgrade, including upgrades to the utility’s (NYSE:
XEL) network of meters and customers’ homes and businesses. 
  
Lunchtime meet-and-greet with Denver EPA employees  - Colorado
Independent  
  
Colorado Suit Over Boulder County Oil-Gas Moratorium Dropped  - US News  
  
Colorado regulators offer company deal to fix 1983 well  - News & Observer 
 

2018 Election
  
5 questions with gubernatorial candidate Ed Perlmutter 
  
Gov. Race 2018: Brauchler and Robinson would both sign deal to save rural
hospitals - Colorado Independent 
 

Of Note
  
New guide highlights less traveled areas in Colorado  - 9 News  
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U.S. life expectancy varies by more than 20 years from county to county -
Denver Post 
  
Life expectancy in Colorado climbs 20 years higher compared to other parts of
the U.S.: Study  - Washington Times  
  
Colorado’s the third deadliest state for lightning strikes — here’s how to protect
yourself - Denver Post 
  
Legalized pot sends more teens to ER in Colorado, study finds - CBS4 
  
Colorado national monument could lose designation  - Coloradoan  
  
‘Whack job,’ is it? N. Korea fires back at Colorado’s Cory Gardner: ‘Human dirt’
- Colorado Politics 
  
Denver Post to relocate to Adams County - Denver Business Journal 
  
Zagat lists the 27 tastiest tacos in metro Denver (Photos) - Denver Business
Journal 
  
Aspen Skiing Co. Stocks Up On Tiny Company Homes - CPR 
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Shadrey Sands 
Project Coordinator 
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127 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
shadrey.sands@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

     

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.
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Hickenlooper - GovOffice, John 

Fwd: T inderbox  
1 message

Ed Marston <edhmarston@gmail.com> Mon, May 8, 2017 at 10:28 AM
To: John Hickenlooper 

Dear Governor Hickenlooper, 
   In case you missed this story about the common-sense, inevitable conclusion of your reckless oil and gas drilling and
extraction policy.  
    
  Sincerely, 
  Ed Marston 
  Paonia, Colorado 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ed Marston  <edhmarston@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, May 8, 2017 at 10:24 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Tinderbox 
To: Ed Marston <edhmarston@gmail.com> 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: The Colorado Independent  <tips@coloradoindependent.com> 
Date: Sat, May 6, 2017 at 7:02 PM 
Subject: Tinderbox 
To: Ed Marston <edhmarston@paonia.com> 
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Dear readers,

On Tuesday, we learned that the cause of April’s deadly house fire in Firestone was a severed pipe
carrying unrefined gas from a nearby well to the soil just shy of the home’s foundation.

Somehow, the buried line, which had been abandoned years earlier, remained connected to the well
instead of capped. Somehow, it had been severed about six feet away from where the home’s
foundation was built a few years ago. Somehow, the valve connecting the line to the wellhead was in
the "on" position. And somehow, when the well’s newest owner, Anadarko, reactivated the well in late
January, no one noticed anything amiss.

The head of Colorado’s regulatory agency told reporters that, just by eyeballing the wellhead, nothing
would have appeared out of the ordinary. The critical step of checking where the line went was not
done.

And so, in the three months since Anadarko reactivated the long-dormant well, a toxic, highly
combustible mixture of propane and methane began seeping out the severed end of the line into the
soil, migrating to the French drain and working its way into the sump pump of the new home Mark and
Erin Martinez bought two years ago. Because it was unrefined, the gas had no odor. The couple
couldn’t have known what was happening. It was only a matter of time before the deadly mix of gas
and air found an ignition source.

In the moment of combustion, when the house was ripped apart, Mark and his brother-in-law Joey
Irwin, were killed in the basement, where they were fixing a water heater. Erin, who was upstairs, was
severely injured and remains hospitalized. 

How does something like this happen? How great is the risk of it happening to other homes? And
who’s making sure that it doesn’t? The Colorado Independent is asking these questions.

We're also asking broader questions about the role and efficacy of the regulatory agency charged with
overseeing Colorado’s oil and gas industry – and largely funded by that same industry. And questions
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about that industry’s record when it comes to transparency, working with communities, and putting
profits over public safety.

Our ongoing series, “Fractured,” has been examining these questions since last October. Reporter
Dan Glick and photographer Ted Woods of The Story Group – a Boulder-based multimedia company
collaborating with The Independent – have been covering the impacts as the tapestry of urban sprawl
and oil and gas production becomes ever more tightly woven. “Fractured” offers the political,
economic, and cultural lenses through which to consider the tragedy of the Firestone explosion and
the tinderbox of circumstances that allowed it to happen.

“Colorado’s population has grown by more than 10 percent since 2010, while the number of producing
gas wells has almost doubled during the same period. The resulting collision between residential
sprawl and industry growth has given communities and local politicians whiplash. It has pitted
decades-old laws against new realities that legislators never had to consider: 40-well industrial
facilities next to million-dollar suburban homes; oil tank fires near elementary schools; a new house
exploding near a decades-old well; and the increasingly urgent threat of an emerging climate crisis,
fueled by burning the very fossil fuels that the industry strives to extract.”

So wrote Glick Monday in the “Showdown in Boulder County,” the latest installment of “Fractured.”
That piece and accompanying video examine how Boulder – stripped, as other Colorado communities
have been, of its ability to ban oil and gas drilling within its jurisdiction – is enacting some of the
strictest regulations in the state. The industry is vowing to fight.

On Tuesday, Glick explored the industry’s adoption of the kind of unbudging, give-no-inch political
messaging and messaging strategy used by both the National Rifle Association and the tobacco
industry. And Thursday, reporter Kelsey Ray wrote of the frustrations some Erie residents have had
with one company, Crestone Peak, which now seeks to drill in Boulder.  

We at The Indy strive for this kind of journalism – in-depth, explanatory, human pieces that are
unafraid to hold power to account. These are the values you support when you support our small but
mighty nonprofit newsroom. As we say – and say often because it’s never not true – we can’t do it
without you. Thank you.

Us at The Indy

Our Contact Information  
The Colorado Independent 
P.O. Box 201074 
Denver, CO 80220 
720-432-2128 
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Governor John W. Hickenlooper

Severed gas line is blamed for fatal explosion; Colorado orders thousands of
wells, miles of pipelines inspected - Denver Post 
  
Gov. John Hickenlooper ordered oil and gas operators throughout Colorado to
inspect thousands of wells and miles of associated pipelines to prevent a
repeat of a fatal home explosion in Firestone. 
  
Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District chief Ted Poszywak on Tuesday
blamed the April 17 blast on odorless gas that seeped from a severed 1-inch
pipeline into French drains and a sump pit at 6312 Twilight Ave. 
  
That flowline was connected to a nearby well owned by Anadarko Petroleum.
Investigators found the valve for the line in the “on” position. 
  
VIDEO: Beer or marijuana? Gov. Hickenlooper talks about Colorado's
marijuana industry - Colorado Springs Gazette 
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Colorado pro-abortion group celebrates 50th anniversary - Huffington Post 
  
There are at least 22 Democrats thinking about running for president in 2020 -
CNN 
  
Governor Calls For Statewide Inspection Of Oil And Gas Wells After House
Explosion - CPR 
 

Lieutenant Governor Donna Lynne
  
Dream Big Day Attracts Area Students - Kiowa County Press 
  
Despite a week of foggy and sometimes wet days, we were blest with a sunny
day for the long awaited "Big Dream Day" for students in Eads America! When
the two Black Hawk and Chinook helicopters, flew in to the track field, most
everyone in town heard them and the Gas and Grill and homes near the
school shook.  Jan Richards, the Director of the Kiowa County Economic
Development Foundation is the woman responsible for having this incredible
education time primarily for students from ten area schools but also for
teachers, parents, and townspeople. It was indeed a spectacular event and
the organization of the day was absolutely amazing! At the opening assembly
Lieutenant Governor, Donna Lynne greeted and encouraged the students, and
then Principal Betsy Barnett explained the schedule for the day and
announced the names of the students who had been selected from their
schools to get to ride in a Cessna airplane. In the Eads school students could
apply by writing an essay on why they wanted to ride in an airplane. The first
three from Eads who flew were Kelly Ramos, Fred Turner, and Blake Stoker.
They were shuttled out to the Eads Airport where to pilot donated his time to
fly students in a program called Wings over the Rockies. After Blake texted
his mother, the pilot flew them over Haswell in five minutes. It was a real
thrill for the lucky students who had this chance to fly.  The students were
divided in to seven groups to follow teachers who carried tall placards around
to the various workshop sites in the high school and then outside to tour the
helicopters , fire trucks, and three tier bus of fantastic inventions for their
future lives. The educational leaning sessions were on: "Space, Blast off to
Mars", "Advanced Manufacturing. Forging Ahead in Colorado", Cyber security;
The New Threat", Unmanned Air Systems (UAS) and Robotics, and Aviation;
You Can Fly!" 
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Colorado Supreme Court hears dispute on whether legal fees count as political
donations - Denver Post 
 

Legislature
  
Getting punchy: Vote on Salazar parole bill fuels fleeting end-of session levity -
Colorado Statesman 
  
Highway bill racing to beat session’s end gets a green flag by Colorado Senate
committee - Colorado Politics 
  
Bill bolsters college savings and keeping teachers in rural Colorado - Denver
Post 
  
History Colorado asks legislature to sell off Lowry property to fix up more
valuable sites - Colorado Politics 
  
‘Patient Safety Act’ gets House OK and moves forward - Colorado Politics 
  
Don’t get C-470 envy, commuters. Tell Colorado lawmakers to find money for
CDOT to get to work. - Colorado Politics 
  
‘Ban the box’ beaten back by Senate GOP; biz community pleased - Colorado
Politics 
  
Anti-rolling coal bill heads to Hickenlooper - Coloradoan 
  
Late liquor license bill pits smaller stores against some local retail giants -
Colorado Statesman 
  
Last-minute bill would let Walmart and liquor stores grow alcohol sales
significantly - Denver Business Journal 
  
Last-minute fix for Colorado roads clears Senate committee- Durango Herald 
  
Bill to ease some workers compensation penalties faces tough road - Denver
Business Journal 
  
Voters Don’t Agree On Colorado’s Transportation Woes, And Grantham Still
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Wants A Solution - Aspen Public Radio 
 

Education
  
The Colorado State Board of Education is getting more authority to reject
waiver requests - Chalkbeat Colorado 
  
Colorado schools and districts seeking flexibility from state law will need to
make a more compelling case after state lawmakers Tuesday gave the State
Board of Education greater authority to reject such requests. 
  
Last year, the state board began raising concern over the quality of so-called
“innovation plans” submitted to them by some of the state’s lowest-
performing schools. State law allows schools to submit plans to obtain waivers
in an effort to boost student achievement. 
  
The state’s innovation law, written in 2009, was inspired in part by charter
schools, which receive a number of waivers from state laws. 
  
Unpaid school fines? In Colorado, it’s no longer an obstacle to getting your
transcripts - Chalkbeat Colorado 
 

Economy
  
Colorado employers are opening work-site health clinics for faster, better care
(full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
A small but growing number of Colorado employers are taking matters into
their own hands and opening up medical clinics on their work sites. 
  
The clinics come as employers complain about workers missing time to try to
get in for doctors’ appointments — or becoming increasingly unproductive as
they wait for days to get into overbooked primary-care offices. 
  
Typically contracted out to medical companies, work-site clinics are found
most often at larger, self-insured companies that have a spare room or space
on their campus to turn into a health-care area, said Donna Marshall,
executive director of the Colorado Business Group on Health, a nonprofit that
provides health information to employers. 
 

Energy & Environment
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Top Colorado regulator uncertain ‘what happens next’ after fatal Firestone
explosion linked to oil and gas operations - Colorado Statesman 
  
TEXT: Anadarko's statement on Firestone home explosion - Denver Business
Journal 
  
What officials are saying about new rule that requires flowline inspections in
wake of Firestone fatal house fire - Greeley Tribune 
  
Natural gas link to Colorado deaths likely will make regulation debate even
louder (Video) (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
 

Local Affairs
  
12 Colorado Developments Receive LIHTCs in 2017 First Round - Affordable
Housing Finance 
  
Colorado Housing and Finance Authority has selected 12 developments to
receive low-income housing tax credit (LIHTC) reservations in the first
allocation round of 2017. 
  
The selected developments will receive approximately $11.3 million in
federal LIHTCs and approximately $9.5 million in state housing credits. The
awards will support the new construction or preservation of 1,290 affordable
rental units in the state. 
  
The round was to award state LIHTCs combined with 4% LIHTCs. A second
round will be held to award competitive 9% LIHTCs. 
 

Transportation
  
Not so Fast: Yet another delay looms for RTD FasTracks rail project - Denver
Business Journal 
 

2018 Election
  
Poll: Colorado Democrats have early momentum headed into 2018 - Denver
Post 
  
Castle Rock entrepreneur plans to win governor’s race - Highlands Ranch
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Herald 
 

Of Note
  
Milk from large dairies, including Colorado’s Aurora Organic Dairy, may not be
as organic as you think - Denver Post 
  
National concert day: 17 Denver shows for just $20 - Denver Post 
  
Best metro Denver communities: Here are the top 25 surrounding the city -
Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado named 3rd most fun state: 7 reasons we're actually number one -
ABC 7 
  
Groundbreaking set for Colorado Springs Olympic Museum - ABC 13 
  
Kentucky Derby threat McCraken has Colorado connections - Denver Post 
  
Bureau of Land Management would move west under Colorado Republicans
proposal - Denver Post 
 

Full Article
  
Natural gas link to Colorado deaths likely will make regulation debate even
louder (Video) (full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
Colorado’s contentious debates over oil and gas operations near homes and
businesses are likely to get even louder in the wake of findings by local fire
officials that a fatal house explosion in Weld County last month was caused by
a natural gas pipeline leak. 
  
Those findings also are delivering a hit to the market value of the energy
giant linked by investigators to the tragedy. 
  
Tuesday, fire officials serving the Weld County town of Firestone linked a gas
line connected to an old well owned by Anadarko Petroleum Corp. to a fatal
home explosion in Firestone that killed two people. Authorities said Mark
Martinez, 42, was killed in the disaster, as was his brother-in-law, Joseph
William "Joey" Irwin III, also 42, both of Frederick. Erin Martinez -- Mark's wife
and Joey's brother -- was critically injured. ( Full details here.) 

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=6f841a796d&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=75fb400d4a&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=429899de04&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=a3f40a47ae&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=8361c294e5&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=2ef88c3c38&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=0b100d52a2&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=02055ff7f4&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=86bac6324a&e=1398fbf492


  
Groups that have criticized the oil and gas sector for years on Tuesday
stepped up their calls for more regulation on its activities in Colorado — even
a complete halt on industry operations. 
  
Those calls are coming even as energy companies scramble to comply with a
directive from the state demanding swift inspections of pipelines in the field. 
  
Matt Lepore -- the director of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission (COGCC), the agency that oversees industry operations -- on
Tuesday called the home explosion “horrible and horrifying,” but also termed
it the result of a “highly unusual” set of circumstances. 
  
“In our experience, what has taken place here is highly unusual and required
a confluence of a number of different events to come to pass,” Lepore said
late Tuesday during a press conference. 
  
“It’s horrible and horrifying, but there are a lot of wells that have been
drilled and operated for a long time in this state and this is an unprecedented
event with respect to those,” he said. 
  
More fallout is likely Wednesday morning as executives as Houston-area-based
Anadarko (NYSE: APC) holds a conference call with analysts to discuss the
company’s financial performance during the first quarter. 
  
Natural gas in the home 
  
On Tuesday, officials with the Frederick-Firestone Fire Department, which
had been investigating the blast, announced the fatal home explosion in
Firestone on April 17, which killed two men, was linked to an abandoned flow
line that was still attached to a nearby well 178 feet away from the home. 
  
Firestone is a Weld County town east of Interstate 25 a few miles east of
Loveland. 
  
The valve on the pipeline at the well was found in an open position, allowing
gas to flow from the well to a point about six feet from the home at 6312
Twilight Ave. where the explosion occurred, fire district official said at a
press conference and in a statement. 
  



Why the 1-inch-diameter flow line was attached to the well, when a slightly
larger line a few inches away was severed and capped, is unknown. Also
unknown is when and how the valve on the attached line was placed in an
open position, allowing gas to flow to through the line, and what sparked the
explosion of the raw natural gas that had built up in the home. 
  
Frederick-Firestone Fire Chief Ted Poszywak said the well was "shut-in"
(meaning closed) for all of 2016, and that its current owner Anadarko --
Colorado’s biggest energy company -- turned it on again on Jan. 28, 2017. 
  
The fire department said Tuesday that raw natural gas was found in the
home, and its immediate neighbor, which was ventilated. No other homes are
believed to be in danger, according to the department. 
  
The fire department said it would turn over the next phase of the
investigation to the Firestone Police Department to conduct an official death
investigation. 
  
Upon completion of that phase, the police department will turn the matter
over to the Weld County District Attorney’s Office, the fire department’s
statement said. 
  
'We have no new news' 
  
The home in Firestone’s Oak Meadows subdivision was built in 2015, more
than two decades after the well was drilled in 1993. 
  
The well passed through several owners over the years and landed in the
hands of Anadarko in 2014, following a swap of acres of mineral rights the
company did with Noble Energy Inc. (NYSE: NBL) in 2013. 
  
The developer of the neighborhood, Greenwood Village-based Century
Communities Inc., said little Tuesday, according to a statement released by
its spokesman. 
  
“Right now, we have no new news. There is an active investigation underway
by a number of authorities, and we have no definitive cause of the explosion
at this time,” the spokesman, who works for a contracted PR agency, said via
email. 
  



While state regulations require new oil and gas wells to be at least 500 feet
from existing homes, that rule does not apply when homes are built near
existing wells. 
  
The COGCC doesn’t have the authority to tell local governments how big a
buffer zone they should have between new homes and previously installed
wells. Local governments have their own regulations about how close a new
home can be built from an existing well. 
  
Firestone’s regulations require a 150 feet buffer between new homes and old
wells. 
  
Statewide inspection order issued 
  
Anadarko on April 26 announced it would temporarily shut down 3,000 of its
old, vertical wells across Colorado, a move that was followed by Denver’s
Great Western Oil & Gas, which said April 27 that it would shut down 61 wells
in northern Colorado that were within 250 feet of a home or occupied
building. 
  
At the time, neither company had been publicly implicated in the fatal
Firestone explosion. 
  
Tuesday, the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) ordered
energy companies to fan out across the state to inspect flow lines, which are
small pipelines linking individual wells to storage tanks. 
  
Similar flow lines are the focus of the Firestone investigation. 
  
Energy companies were directed to: 
  
Inspect and pressure-test existing oil and gas flow lines within 1,000 feet of
occupied buildings to ensure their integrity. 
  
Ensure that any lines that are not in use are properly marked and capped. 
  
Ensure all abandoned lines are cut below the surface of the ground and
sealed, as required by current state standards, regardless of when the lines
were abandoned. 
  



The companies have until May 30 to inspect flow lines that lie within 1,000
feet of homes or occupied buildings and report to the COGCC the location of
the flow lines, and the location of the well and the tank battery they’re
connected to. 
  
The location information is crucial because the state doesn’t know where
flow lines such as those linked to the home explosion are located, according
to Lepore. 
  
"There is not a comprehensive map of flow lines" that covers all the thousands
of wells drilled across the state over decades, Lepore said. 
  
Energy companies have shared location information on flow lines with the
COGCC since about 2008, but the agency wants better information about
where older flow lines are located, Lepore said. 
  
The COGCC has been assisting in the investigation and also conducting its
own, Lepore said. 
  
Energy companies have until June 30 to report to the COGCC the results of
the pressure tests on the flow lines within 1,000 feet of a home or occupied
building. 
  
For flow lines that are not in use — but can’t be immediately brought up to
state standards by being cut off and capped below the surface — operators
must clearly mark those lines with fluorescent paint, remove the operating
valves and cap the pipe until it can be brought up to current code, according
to the order. 
  
'Devastating [but] predictable' 
  
Expressions of sympathy for the family mingled Tuesday with calls for
additional safety protocols. 
  
“I know I speak for everyone at Anadarko when I say that our thoughts and
prayers remain with the Martinez and Irwin families as they continue to
mourn the loss of their loved ones,” said Al Walker, Anadarko Chairman,
president and CEO, in a statement. 
  
“We will continue to take all necessary and appropriate steps in that regard,



and will continue to cooperate fully with all ongoing investigations to ensure
we fully understand the basis for the fire district’s conclusions and that no
stone is left unturned prior to any final determinations," he said. 
  
U.S. Rep. Jared Polis, a Democrat from Boulder, called the explosion both
avoidable and predictable. 
  
“What occurred in Firestone, while devastating, was predictable because
Colorado sadly does not have adequate protections against dangerous oil and
gas developments in our neighborhoods,” Polis said. 
  
Polis said the state should not delay implementing “new standards to prevent
disasters like this from happening in the future. We cannot continue to delay
local control, stricter safety standards, and greater setbacks.” 
  
The Colorado Oil & Gas Association, a trade group, said in a statement that
“the safety of our families, friends, and communities is our highest priority
and will remain so as we work to prevent tragedies like this from happening
again.” 
  
The statement said COGA supports the state’s call to inspect flow lines and is
“committed to partnering with the COGCC, our operators, home builders, and
Colorado communities to get it right. In the weeks and months that follow,
we will endeavor to enhance flow line and pipeline procedures and remain
committed to improving Colorado oil and gas production.” 
  
The American Petroleum Institute's local arm, the Colorado Petroleum
Council, said the incident “reiterates our shared goal with regulators and
emergency officials that we can never let up on our core value of safety. 
  
“We will continue to work with all stakeholders to continue this commitment
so that we can deliver the energy that runs our country with the highest
standards and practices of safety possible.” 
  
'Any action necessary' 
  
The industry’s critics said more must be done. 
  
Jim Alexee, the director of the Colorado Sierra Club, said it was “unfortunate
that it takes a fatal event like this to demonstrate how dangerous it is to



have oil and gas operations adjacent to our homes and schools.” 
  
“I call on our leaders to reconsider safe, common-sense protections that will
put the health and safety of Coloradans first,” he said. 
  
Alexee also noted the recent failure in the Legislature of a proposal to pushed
drilling rigs at least 1,000 feet or more from school-property lines, rather
than the current setback of 1,000 feet from the school building. 
  
The bill failed to get out of a committee in the Republican-held state Senate
on April 12. 
  
That was the same day that a committee in the House, held by Democrats,
voted along party lines to end a proposal that would have increased penalties
for tampering with oil-and-gas pipeline equipment. 
  
Pete Maysmith, the executive director of Conservation Colorado, the state’s
biggest environment group, called on elected officials to stiffen oil and gas
regulations and even halt oil and gas activity. 
  
“This means taking any action necessary to put the burden of proof for
showing that drilling is safe onto the industry, not onto concerned community
members,” Maysmith said, adding that the COGCC should halt all oil and gas
activity. 
  
“Moving forward, the COGCC must take decisive action and not allow any oil
and gas activity unless it is proven to be safe to human health and our air and
water,” he said. 
  
Colorado employers are opening work-site health clinics for faster, better care
(full article below) - Denver Business Journal 
  
A small but growing number of Colorado employers are taking matters into
their own hands and opening up medical clinics on their work sites. 
  
The clinics come as employers complain about workers missing time to try to
get in for doctors’ appointments — or becoming increasingly unproductive as
they wait for days to get into overbooked primary-care offices. 
  
Typically contracted out to medical companies, work-site clinics are found
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most often at larger, self-insured companies that have a spare room or space
on their campus to turn into a health-care area, said Donna Marshall,
executive director of the Colorado Business Group on Health, a nonprofit that
provides health information to employers. 
  
But now, some smaller firms are beginning to combine their resources and
offer “near-site” clinics. 
  
Such clinics often grow from the concerns of employers who self-fund their
health coverage who want to reduce their mounting medical costs and
increase the quality of care, said Mike Ferguson, COO of the Self Insurance
Institute of America in Simpsonville, South Carolina. 
  
Such employers notice that if it's quicker and easier for their workers to
access care, they're more likely to do it. So they bring in doctors during work
hours to treat patients who otherwise might skip work or just let their
conditions go worse. 
  
And those who open on-site clinics often find increased productivity, reduced
absenteeism and, most importantly, slower growth of health-care costs,
Marshall said. 
  
“Employers are looking at primary care, and they’re looking at the health
system. And they’re saying, ‘This is not a system that is accessible to me as a
purchaser,’” Marshall said. “Work-site clinics are definitely a trend of the
future, though it’s been happening for a long time.” 
  
Bringing down barriers 
  
A number of companies have popped up to serve the desires of businesses to
offer these clinics. 
  
Nashville-based CareHere.com operates more than 200 clinics in 26 states,
including Colorado clinics ranging from one for Phil Long car dealerships in
Colorado Springs to clinics at large Brookdale assisted-living facilities. 
  
The average size of the businesses offering such clinics is 1,500 workers, and
Care.Here’s goal is to cut the annual increase in health-care costs
significantly, said Ernie Clevenger, president of the company. 
  



He’s found it easy to recruit doctors to the clinics because those physicians
tend to spend more time with patients than in typical settings, and the
reimbursement often is higher through the monthly per-employee fee, he
said. 
  
And not only do the clinics attract people who have come down with recent
illnesses or injuries, they also bring in workers who may not have seen a
doctor for 10 years because they haven’t found the time to do so. 
  
“To you and me, the barrier may be nothing,” Clevenger said. “But to others,
it’s something.” 
  
While some private companies offer such clinics in Colorado, they are more
common at public-sector workplaces, Marshall said. That’s partly because
Colorado has fewer large corporations and more small businesses than other
states, she noted. 
  
Roughly 320 schools, local governments and special districts are part of the
Colorado Employer Benefit Trust, a self-funded health-benefit trust
administered by Willis Towers Watson (Nasdaq: WLTW), a large consulting
brokerage firm. 
  
The CEBT contracted with Marathon Health in 2014 to operate three such
clinics that were near multiple members’ locations in 2014, and it
experienced enough success that it opened three more of them this year, said
Bobby Otte, executive vice president with Willis Towers Watson of Denver. 
  
The clinics target people who aren't currently receiving health care, so there
is little conflict with local primary-care doctors who worried about losing
patients to them, especially since the clinics are staffed by nurse
practitioners and physicians’ assistants rather than doctors, Otte said. 
  
CEBT opted to open them in places with fewer numbers of local providers,
such as Glenwood Springs and Rifle and Greeley. 
  
“The goal was better access for employees to get health care, and that
worked great,” Otte said. “The added benefit was the employee satisfaction.
Employees love the fact that there’s providers there just for them, and they
want to get to know the providers.” 
  



Such clinics also help to get workers into wellness programs at a higher level,
said Lili Tenney, deputy director for the Center for Health, Work and
Environment at the Colorado School of Public Health in Aurora. Employers
then can track the success of those wellness programs, and that is inspiring
more companies to look into it, she said. 
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GOVERNOR HICKENLOOPER

  
  
Oil and gas industry pipeline problems are well-established. Why did it take a
fatal explosion to spur action? - Denver Post 
  
Long before a pipeline leaked volatile gas into a Firestone home that
exploded, Colorado’s overseers of the oil and gas industry were warned such
pipelines posed major risks. 
  
For years, they’ve known leaking underground pipes carrying oil, gas and
processing waste regularly contaminate soil and water and potentially
threaten thousands of people around the state, records show. 
  
Now, the home explosion that killed Mike Martinez and Joey Irwin and left
Erin Martinez traumatically burned has Gov. John Hickenlooper and other
officials questioning whether, given the magnitude of the issue, enough
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safeguards are in place. A review by The Denver Post shows regulators for
decades relied only on self-reporting by companies or complaints to identify
failed pipelines even though pipelines are the leading cause of oil and gas
leaks to the environment. It wasn’t until last year that the state began any
program to monitor the underground pipes connecting wells to tanks and
other equipment in the field. 
  
Just three state officials are tasked with ensuring the integrity and safety of
thousands of miles of pipelines in Colorado connected to about 53,000 active
wells and associated with an additional 36,500 inactive wells. The Colorado
Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, which regulates the industry, didn’t
deploy those officials until 2016, leaving the vast majority of oil and gas
pipelines still uninspected. Regulators say they don’t know where all the
pipelines are located. And they leave it up to local jurisdictions to decide
whether developers can build homes over them. 
  
  
Building near existing wells questioned by officials after Firestone tragedy -
Daily Camera 
Boulder County commissioners: Lack of local control over oil and gas
frustrating, difficult - Daily Camera 
Editorial: Grand jury should investigate Firestone blast - Daily Camera 
Editorial: Do what's necessary to avoid another Colorado tragedy - Longmont
Times-Call 
After two years of debate, Colorado teen sexting bill heads to Gov. John
Hickenlooper - Denver Post 
Warm weather puts focus on wildfire preparedness in Colorado - KMGH 
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
Rep. Nordberg: Fighting a deluge of bad business bills - Colorado Springs
Gazette 
  
If there is one recurring theme in the state Legislature, it's the division
between Republicans and Democrats over the role of government. Serving in
my third term as a legislator, I have been in countless debates over this issue
and am always surprised how often Democrats are willing to inject more
government into private sector issues. 
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This session, Democrats have introduced legislation addressing paid leave,
retirement savings and helping people with criminal records find gainful
employment. While I respect their intentions, each solution Democrats have
proposed is a distortion of government and assumes that new bureaucracies
are better at solving problems than employers, their employees and a free
market. Even more concerning than this misappropriation of government,
these legislative proposals are often harsh mandates, and include mechanisms
to fine and punish noncompliance. 
  
Take for instance House Bill 1305. This partisan bill is designed to provide
more paid leave to employees by imposing a fee on every working Coloradan,
implementing a government program that will require an appalling 250 state
employees - paid for at taxpayer expense - just to manage the fund.
According to the bill, every working Coloradan will be assessed a fee based on
their income, and the program's director will have the authority to issue
additional solvency fees as needed. 
  
  
Editorial: Legislature is making a mockery of Prop 108 - Grand Junction
Sentinel 
  
Back in November, voters agreed to unshackle unaffiliated voters and give
them unfettered access to vote in publicly financed primary elections. 
  
Before Proposition 108 passed, independent voters had been required to
affiliate with a party before voting. Proposition 108 changed that by dropping
the affiliation requirement. 
  
It passed despite last-minute tinkering with Blue Book language by state
lawmakers from both parties that included some false and misleading claims
minimizing the “pros” and overstating the “cons” of the measure. 
  
Let’s consider why. In a closed primary, voter participation is typically low
and the candidates selected often appeal to a small number of their party’s
more active members — often called “the base.” Voters agreed that opening
the primary could result in more moderate candidates. But this disruption of
the status quo apparently frightens some lawmakers who have found success
by pandering to political extremes. 
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In response to Firestone explosion, bill filed to map and track oil and gas
facilities in Colorado - KMGH 
Parks and Wildlife fees bill among those killed - Grand Junction Sentinel 
Mike Merrifield talks about getting gaveled down and mountain biking ‘until his
legs fall off’ in Senate Dems’ podcast - Colorado Statesman 
  
 

#COLORADOPROUD
  
  
Denver’s Cinco de Mayo Festival celebrates Mexican culture and sign of
solidarity - Denver Post 
DBJ & 9News' 9Neighborhoods: Wash Park — Pretty, popular and pricey -
Denver Business Journal 
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
Editorial: Developing a strong strategy for state's tourism industry - Colorado
Springs Gazette 
  
A little over a year ago, Colorado Office of Economic Development and
International Trade said that Cathy Ritter would serve as director of the
Colorado Tourism Office. 
  
"Cathy's appointment comes at a time of record growth for our tourism
industry, and she's just the person to take us to the next level," said Gov.
John Hickenlooper, when introducing Ritter. His words have proven to be
accurate and prophetic. Colorado's tourism industry has grown exponentially
in the last few years, and the state has become one of the top tourism
destinations in the United States. And Ritter has been very busy dealing with
planning and developing a vision and mission for the state's rapidly growing
industry. 
  
During a meeting with The Gazette's editorial board, she outlined a new
strategic plan, the Colorado Tourism Roadmap, designed to maximize the
state's tourism potential. 
  
The roadmap has four key pillars: compete, create, steward and advocate. 
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Consolidation, emerging duopoly in ski resort industry might raise antritrust
concerns - Denver Post 
  
 

EDUCATION
  
  
Budig and Heaps: States control public education decisions - Colorado Springs
Gazette 
  
Over the last several months, there has been considerable debate surrounding
the nomination and confirmation of Education Secretary Betsy DeVos.
Questions have been raised about her knowledge of education, management
experience, policy positions on issues such as school choice, and willingness
to build bipartisan coalitions. 
  
Close attention to this appointment is appropriate and expected. According
to an Associated Press/University of Chicago poll, education is a top domestic
priority for Americans in 2017, trailing only health care, jobs and
immigration. The public understands that the quality of our K-12 schools and
colleges has a powerful impact on our economy and democracy, on our
individual and our collective lives. 
  
But as we scrutinize DeVos, we need to put her position and power into
perspective. While the decisions she makes will certainly have an impact on
our students, they will neither save nor destroy our public elementary and
secondary schools. 
  
  
Colorado Springs-area school districts respond to graphic depiction of teen
suicide - Colorado Springs Gazette 
Colorado Springs conference seeks to broaden appeal of home schooling -
Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
 

ENVIRONMENT
  
  
Lachlet: BLM methane rule needs to stay in effect - Pueblo Chieftain 
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As the Bureau of Land Management's recently adopted rule to limit natural
gas waste from the oil and gas industry hangs in limbo, it is imperative that
U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner, R-Colo., stand up for Colorado and oppose the use of
the Congressional Review Act to kill the rule. 
  
The CRA is a blunt tool that, if successful, would prevent the implementation
of any "substantially similar" rule, allowing the oil and natural gas industry to
continue to waste hundreds of millions of dollars-worth of taxpayer-owned
resources every year, and use outdated, wasteful technologies. 
  
Two years ago, Colorado became the first state to adopt a rule to cut down
on methane waste and pollution. The rule had support from both
environmental advocates and oil and gas operators, and did not curtail the
industry. In fact, the state's natural gas production increased by about 10
percent, oil production by 58 percent, and the number of oil and gas wells by
more than 3 percent. Other states adopted similar methane-cutting rules,
including Wyoming, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
  
 

HEALTH
  
  
Rep. Tipton: The battle to make health care affordable for Coloradans - Pueblo
Chieftain 
  
Coloradans are feeling the effects of a broken health care system now more
than ever. 
  
A recent article in the Glenwood Springs Post Independent profiled a woman
in Garfield County who now is choosing to forgo health insurance rather than
pay for a plan that costs $1,000 in monthly premiums and comes with a
$6,500 deductible. She says, "You add it all up and that's almost $20,000 a
year. Health insurance for someone in my situation -- I'm in good health, I
have some savings -- is just not a smart economic choice." 
  
This woman's situation is not unique. 
  
As the House has worked toward a plan to repeal and replace Obamacare, my
focus has been on the cost of health care, because monthly premiums that
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exceed mortgage payments and $6,000 deductibles are not sustainable. My
Republican colleagues in Congress agree that we must fix the health care
system and lower health care costs for our constituents, but there are varying
viewpoints about how to proceed. This is why the American Health Care Act,
one part of the three-pronged strategy for repealing and replacing
Obamacare, was not brought to the House floor for a vote a few weeks ago. 
  
  
Nurses: The backbone of nation's health care system - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
 

HUMAN SERVICES
  
  
Romanoff: Three steps you can take now to promote mental health - Grand
junction Sentinel 
Nufer: Mental health awareness is crucial for everyone - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
 

LOCAL AFFAIRS
  
  
Affordable housing developers “fighting like crazy” to pencil out projects
following drop in tax credit value - Denver Post 
  
Affordable housing developers in Colorado are facing a new challenge that
could stretch their limited funding resources even further and potentially
impact the number of income-restricted units that can be built every year. 
  
A sudden decrease in the value of federal low-income housing tax credits
after the November election is forcing developers to re-examine their project
budgets and, in some cases, scramble to fill unexpected funding gaps that can
easily run into the millions. 
  
“Right now, there’s a group of projects that are fighting like crazy to make it
float,” said Bob Munroe, a partner with Denver-based Solvera Affordable
Housing Advisors. 
  
The tax credits — the largest funding mechanism for income-restricted rental
housing nationwide — are designed to subsidize about 70 percent of the cost
of building low-income apartments. 
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99 percent of Denver homes regain or surpass pre-recession value, Trulia
analysis says - Denver Post 
Pagosa Springs offers Western Slope isolation in a developed area - Grand
Junction Sentinel 
  
 

MARIJUANA
  
  
Pastoral Palisade wrestles with the wrinkles of retail pot's arrival - Grand
Junction Sentinel 
  
 

MILITARY & VETERANS
  
  
Colorado Springs group helps connect military spouses with would-be
employers - Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES
  
  
Black Forest's recovery from fire  four years ago begins with planting seedlings
- Grand Junction Sentinel 
Federal wildlife officials investigating euthanization case at animal sanctuary -
KDVR 
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  
  
Editorial: Fear of Trump and ICE chills Greeley’s immigrant, refugee
communities - Greeley Tribune 
In the shadows: Hundreds of documented and undocumented immigrants in
Greeley fear deportation, seek advice, council and support in developing
community networks - Greeley Tribune 
What’s in a name?: When it comes to sanctuary cities, the name doesn’t mean
much - Greeley Tribune 
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Mayor Michael Hancock’s jail sentencing reforms send a better message to
immigrants - Denver Post 
Colorado Springs police responses improving, but waits can last 12 minutes in
emergencies - Colorado Springs Gazette 
At Devil's Head lookout tower, a historic Colorado duty and way of life -
Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
 

REGULATORY
  
  
Andrews: Black Hills rate increase flies under the radar - Pueblo Chieftain 
  
Did you hear the news? Back in March, Black Hills Energy passed along to all
its customers a $12.9 million increase in its electric bills. No real discussion,
no argument, done deal, effective April 1. 
  
Wait: where were all the headlines? Where were the protesters? Why not a
cover story in The Chieftain or even a single letter to the editor about this?
Why did we all sleep through this latest whack at our wallets? 
  
Remember all the fire and brimstone about the $8.5 million rate increase
Black Hills proposed last summer that was knocked down to $1.5 million? And
the still-unresolved verbal tug-of-war between an "offended" Black Hills and a
"truth-hurts" PUC Commissioner Frances Koncilja? Why zilch pushback over
this latest $12.9 million gotcha? 
  
That's because the increase is in the Energy Cost Adjustment, a legal
mechanism used by Black Hills, and it usually flies on automatic pilot. It's
already listed on every customer's monthly bill. If the company's fuel costs go
up, every three months your bills automatically increase to cover the utility's
costs. When natural gas costs to fire up the electric generation stations out
by the Pueblo airport increase, Black Hills simply bumps up your bills
accordingly. 
  
  
Flynn: When your insurance company is not on your side - Colorado Springs
Gazette 
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER
  

Hickenlooper blasts House approval of American Health Care Act – Denver
Post 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper blasted the U.S. House of Representative’s
passage of the American Health Care Act on Thursday, saying that the bill,
“threatens to end health insurance coverage for hundreds of thousands of hard
working Coloradans.” 
  
Hickenlooper’s lieutenant governor, former health care executive Donna Lynne,
said the AHCA scrambles the state’s health safety net. 
  
“We are going to have to reconstruct a whole new health system because of
this,” she said. 
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Those were two of the most prominent local responses Thursday to the bill’s
passage, which came as many Colorado lawmakers and other health policy
observers were focused more locally on a deal at the state Capitol to spare
Colorado hospitals from hundreds of millions of dollars in funding cuts. 
  
  
Colorado governor faces more pressure to grant clemency to Rene Lima-Marin
– Denver Post 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper is facing increasing pressure to grant
clemency to Rene Lima-Marin, a convicted criminal who rebuilt his life after
being mistakenly released early from a 98-year prison sentence and later
returned when the error was discovered. 
  
The General Assembly unanimously approved a resolution, finalized Thursday,
urging the Democratic chief executive to spare Lima-Marin, 38, from “cruel and
unusual punishment by separating him from his family and the life he built as a
rehabilitated, free citizen.” 
  
“It’s our duty as an elected body to stand for … what our correctional system
should be — a second chance, a chance at rehabilitation,” said Sen. Dominick
Moreno, a Commerce City Democrat and sponsor. 
  
The term-limited Hickenlooper, who leaves office in January 2019, has not
signaled his intentions in the Aurora man’s case. His office received the
clemency application and is reviewing the matter, a spokeswoman said. 
  
  
Following Home Explosion, Colorado Lawmakers Explore Regulatory Updates -
KRCC 
Governor John Hickenlooper wants the state to reevaluate how it inspects oil
and gas wells in the wake of a fatal home explosion in Firestone. An oil and gas
flow line was found to be severed and leaking methane and other gases. Two
people died and another was critically injured in the explosion.  
  
State officials are still trying to get the full picture of what went wrong. But that
hasn't stopped the governor from ordering energy companies to inspect
thousands of flow lines within 1,000 feet of occupied buildings, and to ensure
that abandoned lines are properly marked and sealed. 
  
"I think we're going to reevaluate our entire inspection process and try and look
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at what should an inspector have noticed. Because -- look at the pictures. It just
looks likes any old wellhead," said Hickenlooper. "There is no way of knowing
this particular line goes in the other direction and is actually severed. You can't
tell that at the wellhead." 
  
Anadarko Petroleum owns the well and there is still an investigation into when
and how the pipe was severed. Hickenlooper said a public map marking all
existing and abandoned oil and gas lines could help prevent these types of
instances in the future. 
  
  
Commentary: Why Americans want a "New Relationship" with their government
– CBS News 
  
  
  
 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DONNA LYNNE
  
  
Cutting $1 billion from Colorado Medicaid would hurt, especially in rural
Colorado – Denver Post 
Congress is once again considering major changes to the Affordable Care Act
which has expanded coverage and resulted in improved health outcomes for
our entire state over the last five years. The new proposed American Health
Care Act (AHCA) is a bill that would cut critical funding to Colorado’s Medicaid
program, as well as put at risk major gains in coverage and quality. While cuts
to Medicaid would affect the entire state, Colorado’s rural communities would
be hit particularly hard. 
  
Despite a statewide economy that is growing, people in many of Colorado’s
rural communities continue to struggle to make ends meet. The average annual
wage in Eastern and Southern Colorado is just $35,000 per year, $20,000
below the state average. Rural counties like Huerfano, Conejos, and Rio
Blanco have unemployment rates nearly double the state average. 
  
The financial struggles of so many rural Coloradans make Medicaid even more
important in these communities. Medicaid provides many hard working people
in Colorado with the health coverage and care they need. According to the
Colorado Health Institute, over 185,000 rural Coloradans, rely on Medicaid.
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Medicaid covers more than 40 percent of many rural county’s residents,
including Otero, Prowers, Huerfano, Conejos, Costilla, Rio Grande, Saguache,
Alamosa and Pueblo. In many other counties upwards of 30 percent are
covered by Medicaid. Since Colorado expanded Medicaid, we’ve cut the rate of
uninsured in rural counties by half, and 90 percent of rural Coloradans now
have health coverage. Colorado’s Medicaid program is keeping costs down
while improving the quality of health care. 
  
The Medicaid program spends less than 4 percent on administration and has
kept its per capita costs flat since 2012. Coloradans who participate in
Medicaid’s Accountable Care Collaborative program for longer periods of time
are less likely to visit the emergency room and are more likely to receive
important preventive care, like well-child visits. Since 2011, the Accountable
Care Collaborative has saved Colorado taxpayers more than $140 million, and
emergency room usage is down 6 percent and prenatal care is up 23.6 percent. 
  

New health care plan a nightmare for Coloradans? Depends on who you ask –
Colorado Springs Gazette 
  
  
 

LEGISLATURE
  
Measure to spur condo construction finally passes, but it’s not “a magic bullet” –
Denver Post 
Now that state lawmakers have passed the first measure in years to abate
construction-related lawsuits against condo builders, new developments should
start sprouting across the metro area like so many spring flowers. 
  
Right? 
  
Not so fast, says Home Builders Association of Denver CEO Jeff Whiton. 
  
House Bill 1279, which stipulates that legal action against a builder for alleged
construction flaws can only proceed when more than half of all homeowners in
a condominium complex agree to it, is “not the cure-all” for what has become
an anemic number of condo starts in Colorado. 
  
More needs to be done to reduce the number of lawsuits filed against condo
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builders, which he said drive up insurance rates and chase developers from the
state. 
  
  
Hate crime legislation extended to protect LGBTQ people and people with
disabilities – Colorado Springs Independent 
Wednesday was a big day for LGBTQ Coloradans and Coloradans with
disabilities. With bi-partisan support, Gov. John Hickenlooper signed HB-1188
into law. The bill, which easily passed out of the house (48-15) and senate (23-
12), will add LGBTQ people and people with disabilities to the state’s existing
hate-crime laws. 
  
Now, the law “prohibits the intimidation or harassment of another person
because of that person's actual or perceived race, color, religion, ancestry,
national origin, physical or mental disability, or sexual orientation.” (Of note: the
bill does not mention gender identity, which raises questions about its extension
to transgender and gender nonconforming citizens). 
  
In addition, HB-1188 raises crimes against these categories of people from a
class three to a class one misdemeanor. That means higher fines and a higher
maximum jail sentence for offenders. 
  
The bill’s sponsors, Sen. Dominick Moreno (D), Rep. Mike Foote (D) and Sen.
Don Coram (R), were able to bolster support from both parties, a feat that often
proves difficult in legislation related to protections for LGBTQ people. 
  
  
Tougher Colorado law signed on bail in domestic violence cases – Pueblo
Chieftain 
A bill that prevents people convicted of felony stalking or domestic violence
from being granted bail before sentencing was signed into law by Gov. John
Hickenlooper this week. 
  
Rep. Clarice Navarro, R-Pueblo, sponsored House Bill 1150. The measure was
passed on unanimous votes in both the House and Senate. 
  
Navarro said the time lapse between a conviction and sentencing on those
charges can be as much as six weeks. 
  
"This new law will be a sigh of relief to many victims who after enduring the
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stress of a criminal trial, won't have to fear retaliation from their attacker," she
said in a statement. 
  
  
Colorado lawmakers reach sweeping deal to stave off $528 million cut to
hospitals – Denver Post 
Top Colorado lawmakers on Thursday announced a major agreement to avert
potentially catastrophic cuts to the state’s hospitals, capping off weeks of tense
negotiation on the far-reaching package. 
  
The measure would reverse a planned $528 million cut to hospitals, while
boosting funding to roads and schools. It also would provide a tax break to
small businesses, hike recreational marijuana taxes, increase Medicaid co-pays
and lower the state’s spending cap by $200 million. 
  
Despite concerns on both sides, top lawmakers said the bill has the votes to
pass both chambers. Initially viewed as a longshot when it was introduced in
March, the legislation now contains a dozen major provisions that touch
virtually every top spending priority at the state Capitol. 
  
Its passage could salvage what for many lawmakers has been a disappointing
legislative session after a grand transportation compromise unraveled weeks
earlier. 
  
  
Viano: GOP health insurance reform bill must stop Obamacare-induced
bleeding – Statesman 
Back in 2010, voters across the nation swept Republicans into office, giving the
GOP the majority in the House of Representatives for the first time in years.
Two years later, Americans allowed the Republicans to take control of the
Senate, and the party has managed to maintain its majority in the federal
legislative branch ever since. 
  
Obviously, many issues have been in play, and each voter has his or her own
individual reasons for selecting the candidate that they did. But there has
undeniably been a common policy thread which has tied these elections
together, a predominant reason for serial GOP majorities, and that has been
the Republican promise to repeal the oxymoronically titled “Affordable Care
Act,” better known colloquially as “Obamacare.” 
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Obamacare has been one of the most steadfastly unpopular government
programs in recent times, and there is little mystery as to why this is so. 
  
The expansive law, intended to reduce health care costs, did exactly the
opposite — saddling Americans with cripplingly high insurance premiums and
enormous tax increases. Forced to subsidize the health insurance of others,
millions of people lost their own. The much-touted insurance exchanges failed
all over the country, as insurance companies simply could not afford the ill-
conceived and economically unsustainable regulations. The only thing
consistently delivered by Obamacare was widespread economic hardship. 
  
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
Rocky Mountain PBS parent gets $6 million grant from Buell Foundation for
new HQ – Denver Business Journal 
 The Buell Foundation is giving the parent of Rocky Mountain PBS television
and KUVO radio a $6 million "leadership" donation toward its capital campaign
to raise $30 million for a new headquarters building in downtown Denver. 
  
Accordingly, Rocky Mountain Public Media's new HQ -- to be located at 21st
and Arapahoe streets -- will be named the Buell Public Media Center, the
broadcaster announced. 
  
“Colorado needs a vibrant epicenter for listening, learning and community
dialogue – a place that connects the public to topics that matter to them – and
we are thrilled to make this important civic investment to better serve our
statewide," said Dan Ritchie, president of the Buell Foundation's Board of
Trustees. 
  
  
Special Report: 2017 Small Business Awards with Small Business Week
roundup – Denver Business Journal 
  
  
 

EDUCATION
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Charter school funding fight — and a contentious amendment — shakes up
Colorado school finance debate – Denver Post 
When state Sen. Owen Hill proposed an amendment to Colorado’s annual
school funding bill, he told his colleagues on the Senate Education Committee
no less than three times that the language was a carbon copy of another bill,
currently stalled, that would benefit charter schools. 
  
It wasn’t. 
  
The amendment, which the Republican-controlled committee approved along
party lines, does more for charter schools than what Hill led lawmakers to
believe. 
  
The unexpected twist comes as the full Senate is expected to debate the
annual school funding bill Friday. The bill, which is necessary to fund the state’s
178 school districts, is one of the last major pieces of legislation lawmakers
must tackle before they adjourn in six days. 
  
Meanwhile, the Democratic chair of the House Education Committee said she
is seeking a last-minute legislative compromise on charter school funding. 
  
  
Colorado schools can’t sue to overturn Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, judge rules –
Chalkbeat.org  
Advocates for greater school funding were dealt a blow Thursday after a U.S.
District Court judge ruled they didn’t have standing in a lawsuit seeking to
overturn the state’s Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights. 
In his opinion, U.S. District Judge Raymond P. Moore said a coalition of
lawmakers, educators and school boards failed to convince him that they had
the right to sue. 
  
Moore’s decision is the latest development in a long-running legal challenge to
the 1992 constitutional amendment that prohibits Colorado lawmakers and
other elected officials from raising taxes without consent from voters. 
  
The lawsuit, which was originally filed in 2011, was given new life late last year
after five school districts joined as plaintiffs. But the addition — meant to meet a
necessary standard a plaintiff must have to sue — did little to sway the judge. 
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Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman, a Republican, said in a statement
she hoped the judge’s decision would put an end to the lawsuit. 
  
  
 

ENERGY& ENVIRONMENT
  
  
Colorado Explosion Brings Calls for Safety but No Quick Fix – US News &
World Report 
Colorado regulators have ordered a snap review of oil and gas pipelines after a
fatal house explosion near a well, but they haven't said how they plan to fix a
fundamental flaw in the system: They don't know where all those pipelines are. 
                                     
Democratic Gov. John Hickenlooper and lawmakers from both parties agree
Colorado needs a comprehensive map of pipelines leading away from the
state's 54,000 wells after an April 17 explosion killed two people in the town of
Firestone. 
  
Investigators blamed gas seeping from a severed underground pipeline, called
a flow line, designed to carry oil or gas from a well to a storage tank or other
collection point. 
  
The line was thought to be out of service and disconnected from the well, but it
was still hooked up with a valve open. Investigators have said they don't know
why. 
  
  
  
New public Denver natural gas transportation company raises $875M in IPO –
Denver Business Journal 
Denver's newest public company — Antero Midstream GP LP — said it raised
$875 million in an initial public offering of its stock. 
  
Antero Midstream GP, with its shares trading on the New York Stock Exchange
under the symbol "AMGP," said its shares were initially priced at $23.50. 
  
In Thursday trading, they closed a bit down, at $22 per share. 
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Antero Midstream operates in the Appalachian Basin in West Virginia, Ohio and
Pennsylvania. 
  
About 80 percent of Antero Midstream GP is owned by Antero Resources
Investment LLC of Denver, and the rest is owned by the public. 
  
 

OF NOTE

  
Commuter rail strikes pedestrian in Denver – Denver Post 
  
 

YOUTH

  
Balis: Fixing youth corrections in Colorado starts by reducing its use –
Statesman 
Disturbing conditions in Colorado’s youth corrections facilities were
documented in the report Bound and Broken by the Child Safety Coalition.
While the allegations and disagreements between the report’s authors and the
state’s Department of Youth Corrections (DYC) might seem unbridgeable, there
is a path forward for Colorado that starts with rethinking its approach to troubled
young people. 
  
Most fundamentally, that path must not be paved with a narrow focus on fixing
correctional practices, but rather by a broader youth justice reform agenda that
seeks opportunities to safely keep young people out of detention and
corrections facilities whenever possible. Our experience at the Annie E. Casey
Foundation helping juvenile justice systems shift from a focus on punishment
and incarceration to rehabilitation and opportunity suggests that Colorado lead
with these four strategies. 
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER
  
  
A call to Colorado’s governor to help defend our state – Highlands Ranch
Herald 
These are perilous times. A day does not go by when I don't worry about what
sort of senseless executive action will come out of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
  
I am horrified at the values President Trump laid out in his budget. I am
horrified by his immigration ban. I am horrified by how he chooses to divide
Americans on almost every issue that he can. 
  
As an elected House member, it is my job to fight back on issues that
negatively affect our brothers and sisters here in Colorado. I ask Governor
Hickenlooper to join me and stand up to this President and fight keep our
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families safe and healthy. 
  
Governor Hickenlooper has been presented with many opportunities to lead
and has made some statements that give us hope - hope that when the rubber
hits the road, Governor Hickenlooper will stand with Colorado's immigrant
communities and do whatever he can to make sure that families are not torn
apart and good people who have been contributing to the fabric of our lives
here in Colorado will not summarily be whisked away in the dead of night. 
  
  
Colorado is hiding inmates; victims want to know where they are – 9News 
Colorado prison officials have transferred scores of killers and rapists to other
states and refused to tell victims and their families where they are -- despite a
constitutional amendment and state law that are supposed to guarantee those
answers, a 9Wants to Know investigation found. 
  
Instead, state Department of Corrections officials and Gov. John Hickenlooper
have repeatedly refused to disclose the whereabouts of inmates despite the
language of the Victim Rights Act, passed by Colorado voters in 1992 and
codified into state law the next year. 
  
The result: more than 100 Colorado inmates -- including some of the state’s
most notorious killers -- are being held in what is essentially now a secret
prison system. 
  
The findings of our 9Wants to Know investigation into the system frustrated a
former legislator who helped write the law. 
  
  
U.S. Presidential Historian Goodwin speaks about leadership – and President
Trump – at Business School fundraiser [Photos] – CU Denver Today 
When Doris Kearns Goodwin talks of “my guys” – the leaders she has studied
in unparalleled depth over her career as U.S. presidential historian – she ticks
off shared traits such as intelligence, empathy, energy and communication
skills. But the most important presidential quality, she says, is resilience. So, as
President Trump this week reaches his first 100 days in office, he will likewise
be tested, sooner or later, in the adaptability department. 
  
“Resilience is a mystery, and it is the key leadership trait, in my judgment,”
Goodwin said. “All of my guys come from different circumstances, but that
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sense of resilience, that ambition and desire to help their fellow man, united
them all.” 
  
Goodwin, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author, shared stories about U.S. presidents
going back over a century as the distinguished guest speaker at the CU Denver
Business School’s 2017 Celebration of Success. A sellout crowd of 640 people
attended the recent scholarship fundraising event at Denver’s Grand Hyatt. 
  
Over the years, Denver’s business community has joined with the Business
School to raise more than $3.3 million (including an estimated $400,000 this
year), benefiting more than 1,800 students. Also, several deserving faculty
have been awarded fellowships. 
  
  
Colorado Abolishes “Free Speech Zones” at Public Universities – North Denver
Tribune 
Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper signed into law legislation that
effectively abolishes free speech zones on the state’s public college campuses.
Free speech zones, areas in which students’ First Amendment rights are
literally confined, stifle freedom of speech and expression on America’s college
campuses. 
  
The legislation, Colorado Senate Bill 62, prohibits the state’s public universities
from establishing unreasonable speech restrictions. The initiative received
bipartisan support in the Colorado legislature and still allows public universities
to impose “reasonable time, manner, and place” speech policies. 
  
“Once we limit free speech to a zone, we indicate to our students that free
speech does not exist anywhere beyond that zone. That is not the message we
want to send to future generations about our core values,” Colorado state Sen.
Tim Neville, a co-sponsor of the bill said. 
  
YAL chapters across the state have hosted free speech activism events
throughout the year, including ones at the University of Colorado-Boulder and
the University of Colorado-Colorado Springs (UCCS). Last fall, YAL at UCCS
pushed for free speech reforms in their student government in an effort to raise
awareness about the state’s poor record on the issue. 
  
  
APA Names 2017 Planning Award Winners – Next City 
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Austin’s cemeteries master plan, bike mapping in Maryland and a community
garden in Ontario, California, are among the recipients of the American
Planning Association’s latest round of annual National Planning Awards, which
are divided into two categories, excellence and achievement. The winners,
named today, also included a Pennsylvania ecodistrict, the Bicentennial Plan
for Indianapolis, and Guidelines for Senior-Friendly Parks, in Los Angeles.
Projects that got the APA nod address challenges ranging from sea level rise to
disinvested neighborhoods. 
  
“Good planning is not just preparing the community for the future, but engaging
the residents in the discussions and decision-making that will impact their
lives,” W. Shedrick Coleman, the 2017 jury chair, said in a press release. “This
year’s award recipients advanced the planning profession by more thoroughly
engaging all residents in the planning process.” 
  
… [ Achievement award for environmental planning were given to the state of
Colorado’s Resiliency Framework (gold) and an ecodistrict plan for Millvale,
Pennsylvania (silver). When Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper formally
adopted the resilience plan in 2015, he said, “Communities throughout the state
have been impacted by blizzards, wildfires, floods, tornadoes, and even an
earthquake in the past decade. Through these disasters, Coloradans have
shown great resolve to build back stronger which we want to continue to
empower. The Framework is one more example of Colorado developing
innovative solutions to build a better future.” Millvale’s work led to green
infrastructure and a new food hub.] 
[SEE FULL ARTICLE AT BOTTOM OF CLIPS] 
   
 

LEGISLATURE
  
  
This is the Colorado budget deal we’ve been waiting for – Denver Post 
Less than two weeks remain for Colorado lawmakers to fund at least a portion
of the state’s multibillion-dollar infrastructure needs, and despite disappointing
setbacks, we’ve learned there is a plan afoot that seems ideal and worth
pursuing. 
  
The governor’s office tells us the plan has been offered to a select group of
legislative leadership behind closed doors two years in a row now. Its time has
come. It wouldn’t require a tax increase. It would revise the struggling Senate
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Bill 267 so that it pays for a $1.35 billion debt issue retired over 20 years to fund
the state’s most critical infrastructure needs. 
  
In good economic conditions, the strategy would bolster funding for higher
education and K-12 schools. What’s more, it would also prevent more than a
half-billion-dollar cut to Colorado’s hospitals, a budget-slashing measure that
would close or force drastic downsizing at rural and safety-net hospitals. 
  
Sound too good to be true? There are some considerations. Taxpayer refunds
would go away in future years, but not indefinitely. (And so what? Budget
writers keep finding ways to avoid the givebacks regardless.) Republicans
would have to set aside a principle they have held firm since 2009, when
Democrats held both chambers and the governor’s office and passed the
Hospital Provider Fee over conservative objections. That provider fee has
proven to be a major driver of spending in the state, and the biggest item in the
general fund pushing revenue over the limit set by the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights. 
  
  
Denver Chamber’s Kelly Brough deplores death of transportation funding
referendum - Statesman 
Kelly Brough, president and CEO of the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce,
lamented the demise late Tuesday of bipartisan legislation that would have
asked Colorado voters for a sales-tax increase to fund transportation needs,
saying that lawmakers’ failure to fund infrastructure is harming the state’s
economy. 
  
“We know that Colorado needs a statewide funding source for transportation,”
Brough said in a statement. “By killing (House Bill) 1242, members of the
Legislature have taken the opportunity from Coloradans to speak for
themselves and communicate their investment priorities through a vote on such
a funding source.” 
  
Three Republican senators — state Sens. Owen Hill of Colorado Springs, Tim
Neville of Littleton and Jack Tate of Centennial — torpedoed the legislation in
the GOP-controlled Senate Finance Committee, maintaining that they didn’t
want to vote for a measure that included a tax increase. During the lengthy
hearing that preceded the vote, some witnesses argued that the proposed 0.5
percent tax hike was destined to fail at the ballot box, too. 
  
The bill, sponsored by Senate President Kevin Grantham, R-Cañon City, and

http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=3a41a03094&e=1398fbf492


House Speaker Crisanta Duran, D-Denver, along with the chairs of both
chambers’ transportation committees, state Rep. Diane Mitsch Bush, D-
Steamboat Springs, and state Sen. Randy Baumgardner, R-Hot Sulphur
Springs, passed earlier this month out of the Democratic-controlled House. 
  
  
Colorado Republicans resurrecting tax-free highway-bonding proposal –
Denver Business Journal 
 One day after killing a multi-billion-dollar transportation-funding plan built
around a proposed sales-tax hike, legislative Republicans stood poised
Wednesday to reintroduce a twice-killed measure that would fund a $3.5 billion
bonding program without seeking increased taxes from the public. 
  
The bill, which has yet to be introduced, would divert 10 percent of current
sales-tax collections to road funding, giving the Colorado Department of
Transportation $262 million per year for bond repayments and another $236
million for maintenance needs, including $168 million a year that has gone for
the past 20 years to repayment of a previous bonding issue. Rep. Tim Leonard,
R-Evergreen, announced the high-level details of the plan in an email late
Tuesday. 
  
The proposal resembles an effort to seek voter approval for a $3.5 billion
bonding measure that passed the Republican-majority Senate but died in a
committee of the Democrat-dominated House in each of the past two years.
The specifics about the 10 percent sales-tax revenue diversion is a new detail,
however. 
  
Leonard, in his e-mail, reflected the sentiments of a number of Republicans
that, rather than seeking a tax hike, the Legislature needs to re-prioritize
spending within its growing budget to address the $9 billion statewide backlog
of transportation needs. Just four of the 28 Republicans in the House supported
House Bill 1242, which sought a half-cent sales-tax hike for road and transit
improvements, and the three Republicans on the Senate Finance Committee
worked together to kill the bill Tuesday over the objection of Democrats. 
  
  
Colorado lawmakers pass bill to allow use of medical marijuana to treat PTSD –
Fox 31 Denver 
Colorado lawmakers passed a bill to add post-traumatic stress disorder to the
list of conditions eligible for treatment with medical marijuana. 
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SB17-017 passed a final vote in the Colorado Senate on Wednesday and now
heads to the governor’s desk. 
  
“The bill creates the same rights, limitations and criminal defenses and
exceptions as the constitutional right to use medical marijuana,” the sponsors
state on the Colorado General Assembly website. 
  
In order to be eligible, a physician has to complete a full assessment of the
patient’s medical history, including reviewing a previous diagnosis for a
debilitating or disabling medical condition, and current medical condition,
including an appropriate personal physical examination, before the patient
applies for a registry identification card. 
  
  
Touted energy efficiency program re-up hits legislative speed bump -
Statesman 
A bipartisan bill to reauthorize a popular and by most accounts dramatically
successful utility-run energy efficiency program in the state was detoured
Wednesday on its way to the Senate floor. 
  
Republicans on the Senate agricultural and energy committee voted as a bloc
to send House Bill 1227 to the hardline Senate finance committee. 
  
Supporters of the bill searched to make sense of the new committee
assignment. They had expected no-drama legislative formalities, pointing to the
fact that the committee heard the bill last week and that bipartisan support then
seemed solid. Wednesday’s hearing was scheduled to be “action only,”
meaning roughly a vote and no debate or testimony on the substance. The bill
passed with strong bipartisan support in the House weeks ago. 
  
Senate sponsor Steve Fenberg, a Boulder Democrat, sent out a release after
the hearing, warning of “sleight of hand.” He feared the new committee
assignment might be a strategic maneuver to kill the bill. 
  
“Today’s move in the Senate committee is an embarrassment to the legislative
process,” he wrote in the statement. “This bill had bipartisan support and had
the votes to pass, but instead of giving it a fair vote, Republican leadership
played politics with 40,000 jobs and working families across Colorado.” 
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Colorado may bar cops from helping with marijuana crackdown – Abc7 Denver 
Colorado may prohibit law enforcement officers from assisting in a potential
federal marijuana crackdown. 
  
The state House voted 56-7 Wednesday to bar public employees from assisting
federal agents in "arresting a Colorado citizen for committing an act that is a
Colorado constitutional right." 
  
The Colorado bill doesn't specifically mention marijuana. But sponsors say it is
inspired by threats that federal authorities may try cracking down on the
marijuana industry. Federal authorities generally rely on local law enforcement
to enforce federal drug law. 
  
California lawmakers are considering a similar bill. 
  
  
State-sponsored retirement accounts? Colorado Senate panel rejects
Democratic plan – Denver Post 
On one thing all sides agree: the state of retirement savings is dismal. 
  
In 2015, 29 percent of Americans reached age 55 with no retirement savings,
and no pension fund to fall back on, according to a Government Accountability
Office study. And among those that do save, the typical household between the
ages of 55 to 64 has just $104,000 — the equivalent of $310 a month for
retirement. 
  
Meanwhile, 46 percent of all Coloradans don’t have access to a plan through
their employer. And that number rises to 8 in 10 for those who work at the
smallest businesses, according to an AARP study. 
  
But ideological differences — coupled with heavy lobbying by the financial
industry to preserve the status quo — have combined to make any attempts to
find a solution at the Colorado Statehouse elusive. 
  
  
Campaign finance reform measures die in Colorado legislature – Colorado
Politics 
A Republican-controlled Senate committee on Wednesday killed two campaign
finance reform measures that Democrats pushed this year as part of a
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package. 
  
Both measures died on Republican party-line votes in the Senate State,
Veterans and Military Affairs Committee. 
  
House Bill 1261 would have required a description of the entities that are
spending money to influence elections with “paid for by” disclosures on all
electioneering material; and 
  
House Bill 1262 would have required all electioneering between the primary
and general elections be subject to disclosures, allowing voters to examine who
is spending money to influence the vote, and closing a gap in reporting. 
  
  
It’ll be hemp, hemp, hooray once legislation turns on the spigot – Colorado
Politics 
Senate Bill 117, which won final approval from the entire legislature this week,
will keep federal water flowing to Colorado’s hemp crop even amid broader
differences between the Centennial State and Washington over drug policy. 
  
A Senate GOP press release says the measure, introduced by Montrose
Republican Sen. Don Coram, “…ensures that Washington can’t deny hemp
growers access to water from federal reclamation projects, due to
disagreements between Washington and Denver on drug and farm policies.” 
  
The effort is intended as a shot in the arm for the state’s ag economy; the press
release says hemp in fact could be the state’s next big cash crop. Which is why
the legislation is needed to clear up any state-federal misunderstandings. 
  
   
Congress could name Denver post office for Japanese-American war hero who
worked there – Colorado Politics 
Here’s something to feel good about. Congress is considering renaming the
Stockyard Stations Post Office in Denver for a Congressional Medal of Honor
winner who worked there for 27 years. 
  
George T. “Joe” Sakato was a California-born citizen of Japanese descent who
was once classified as an “enemy alien.” He died on Dec. 2, 2015, at his home
in Denver. Sakato was 94. 
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Colorado Sens. Michael Bennet of Denver and Cory Gardner of Yuma
introduced the legislations, which by all standards of patriotism and decency
should pass easily. 
  
  
One is the loneliest number, but three is a crowd in HOV lanes, lawmakers say
– Colorado Politics 
Ever wonder if you could get away with counting your dog as another car
passenger in an HOV lane? Or, maybe you’re hoping your tinted windows are
dark enough to hide the fact you’re all alone? A couple of lawmakers feel your
pain; they want Colorado to ease up on what one of them calls a “punitive”
requirement that at least three passengers ride in a car in a desginated “high-
occupancy vehicle” lane in order to avoid a toll. 
  
Republican state Sen. Ray Scott, of Grand Junction, and Democratic Rep.
Steve Lebsock, of Thornton, are sponsoring House Bill 1348, which would roll
back the minimum to two passengers for express / HOV lanes along Interstate
25 north of Denver. The three-passenger threshold has been in effect since
Jan. 1, following a decision by the state Transportation Commission to up the
ante for HOV travel. 
  
Reached today for the backstory on the late-in-the-game bill (introduced just
last week), Scott said the higher minimum is unreasonable and goes too far for
most commuters’ needs. 
  
“It’s a punitive plan to push people to public transit,” Scott said via text
message. “It hurts empty nesters big time, i.e. the elderly. I’m not aware of
other states that have done this.” 
  
  
It Could Start Costing More To Enjoy Colorado’s Outdoors – Cbs4 Denver 
Outdoor recreation in Colorado could become “pay to play.” 
  
The price to hunt, fish, hike and bike would increase under a bill at the state
Capitol. The bill would allow Colorado Parks and Wildlife to hike fees on
anglers, hunters and park visitors as well as require recreational users —
including hikers, cyclists, kayakers and rafters — to shoulder conservation
costs too. 
  
“Sometimes when we go out into the great outdoors we think, ‘Oh this is so
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great and it’s free.’ We don’t realize that almost every inch of our entire state is
managed,” said Rep. Jeni Arndt, D-Fort Collins, the sponsor of the bill. 
  
Parks and Wildlife manages all of the state’s natural resources including 8,000
miles of trails, 4,000 lakes and reservoirs, and 41 state parks. Its funding
comes primarily from fees payed by users. Those fees haven’t increased in 12
years. 
  
  
Colorado teen sexting law unanimously passes in House vote – Nbc 11 News 
A teen-sexting law that has befuddled Colorado lawmakers for years appeared
Wednesday to be moving closer to reality after lawmakers in the legislature's
lower house passed it unanimously, sending it to the Senate. 
  
The measure to create several new crimes for juvenile sexting passed 65-0 and
represents a compromise after years of debate over whether it should be illegal
for minors to share explicit photos consensually. 
  
Under current state law, anyone who has an image on their phone of a nude
person under age 18 can be charged with felony child exploitation. 
But teen sexting is common, and some say prosecutors need a less-severe
penalty option for teens who do it because the felony charge means that a
sexting teen can end up required to register as a sex-offender. 
  
 

#COLORADOPROUD
  
  
A different pot: Colorado coffee company to introduce cannabis coffee – Denver
Business Journal 
  
  
Life is good when there’s mid-winter pow to enjoy in late April! – Open Snow 
  
  

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
  
OneRepublic Joins Lineup For 'Take Note' Concert – MSN  
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ECONOMY
  
  
Economic benefits of outdoor recreation in Colorado, U.S. come to forefront
amid public lands disputes – Colorado Springs Gazette 
Amy Roberts was in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, roaming Capitol Hill
with some handy numbers to report. 
  
The executive director of the Boulder-based Outdoor Industry Association was
meeting with lawmakers, urging them to support the nation's public lands where
hikers, bikers, anglers, off-roaders and other enthusiasts do what they do. More
than playtime, though, Roberts encouraged them to consider $887 billion. 
  
That's the amount Americans spend annually to recreate in nature, according to
the OIA's economic impact report released this week. The report, the third of its
kind, also lists federal tax gains of $65.3 billion through the industry, along with
$59.2 billion in state and local tax revenue. The industry generates 7.6 million
U.S. jobs, according to the report. 
  
"The numbers are a bit of an eye-opener for members of Congress when we
meet with them," Roberts said in a phone call. "The industry is really made up
of smaller brands and retailers across the U.S., so I think the impact gets
underestimated. When these numbers are highlighted, the conversation tends
to change." 
  
  
Colorado’s small biz community says thanks for lightening their load – Colorado
Politics 
The National Federation of Independent Business in Colorado — the steadfast
voice at the Capitol for the state’s small businesses — heaped praise this week
on the Republican-run state Senate as well as our Democratic governor. Their
praiseworthy deeds? Supporting legislation to ease the complicated and
cumbersome burden of sales-tax compliance on the state’s mom ‘n’ pop shops. 
  
In a news release issued Tuesday to the press and public, the NFIB singles out
House Bill 1216 and Senate Bill 112, both of which we’ve reported on recently
(here and here), and notes kind words from NFIB state Director Tony Gagliardi
regarding progress on the measures: 
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House Bill 1216, which passed the Senate Finance Committee, today, on a 5-0
vote, “creates the sales and use tax simplification task force made up of
legislative members and state and local sales and use tax experts,” according
to the measure’s language. “The bill requires the task force to study sales and
use tax simplification between the state and local governments, and in
particular between the state and home rule jurisdictions”… 
  
Related to today’s action, Gagliardi praised Governor Hickenlooper for his
signing into law Senate Bill 112, last week. That measure adds greater
clarification “on statutes of limitations in the dispute resolution process when a
taxpayer owes sales or use tax to one local government but has erroneously
paid the disputed tax to another local government,” according to a news release
put out the governor’s office. 
  
 

EDUCATION
  
  
Senate Republicans kill bill that would have taken broad look at public
education in Colorado - Chalkbeat 
A Republican-controlled state Senate committee spiked a bill Wednesday that
was meant to spark a broad conversation about the future of Colorado’s public
schools. 
Some lawmakers hoped House Bill 1287 would help sell voters on raising taxes
to better fund the state’s schools. But the Senate State, Military and Veterans
Affairs committee voted 3-2 along party lines to kill the legislation, which would
have created a series of committees to examine the state’s education laws and
make recommendations for changing them. 
Republicans objected to the bill because they didn’t want to create more
bureaucracy, and they thought it was a ploy to raise taxes. 
The bill’s demise was a defeat for a group of the state’s most authoritative
lawmakers on education policy. It was one of the top legislative priorities for
state Reps. Millie Hamner, a Dillon Democrat, and Bob Rankin, a Carbondale
Republican. Both serve of the state’s budget committee and rallied lawmakers
around the bill. 
Rankin called the bill the most important of his legislative career. 
  
How to recruit and retain rural teachers in Colorado? Utah has an idea –
Colorado Politics 
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ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 

  
After fatal house explosion, Anadarko Petroleum to shut down 3,000 wells in
northeastern Colorado – Denver Post 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp., the state’s largest oil and gas producer, plans to
shut down 3,000 vertical wells in northeastern Colorado after a fatal home
explosion in Firestone near one of its wells. 
  
State regulators announced they are investigating the cause of the April 17
explosion that killed two men in a recently built home located within 170 feet of
a well that was drilled in 1993 and later acquired by Anadarko. 
  
Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District Chief Theodore Poszywak said his
department also will continue to gather and analyze evidence to determine the
cause of the explosion. 
  
“While the well in the vicinity is one aspect of the investigation, this is a complex
investigation and the origin and cause of the fire have not been determined,”
Poszywak said. 

  
Instead of combative rhetoric on Colorado’s oil and gas industry, let’s talk –
Denver Post 
The person was adamant. No oil and gas development in their community. 
  
Why? “They’re rapists.” 
  
This was official testimony made last month in a House committee room at the
Colorado Capitol about a bill to increase drilling setbacks. It was wrapped
around incendiary comments about “man camps” and prowling menaces and
rising rates of sexual assaults. 
  
“They’re rapists.” It was meant to be offensive. A baseless attack fitting for
these overly heated times in which we live. 
  
While the claim raised eyebrows with many people in the room, sadly, it went
unchallenged. The individual was not gaveled down, told they were out of line,
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or told to stick to the facts. The committee hearing went on as if this type of
public discourse is now so commonplace it is simply accepted. 
  
  
 

HEALTH 
 

  
Colorado Is More Diverse But Children Of Color Still Fall Behind - KUNC 
Colorado is becoming more diverse -- but children of color aren’t on equal
footing with their white peers, according to the 2017 Kids Count report. The
annual report by the Colorado Children’s Campaign and the Annie E. Casey
Foundation focused on the state’s growing minority populations, which are
expected to make up almost half of Colorado’s population by 2050.
 
“When you really drill down and look at the data, we see some pretty big gaps,
and those gaps too often fall along racial and ethnic lines as a result of policies
and practices that over the years have disproportionately limited opportunities
for Colorado’s kids of color ” said Sarah Hughes, research director with the
Colorado Children’s Campaign. 
  
The study highlights three main areas where Colorado could improve:
affordable housing, school funding and family leave. 
  
About a third of all Colorado children live in households that spend more than
30 percent of their income on housing.

  
 

OF NOTE 
 

  
Fixler: Clearing the air on Colorado ski deaths – Summit Daily News 
On Feb. 29, 2016, an email arrived to my inbox. 
  
It was polite, articulate and exceptionally vulnerable. It requested a response at
my earliest convenience, but had the pointed approach of basically asking,
"Why haven't you already written a story about my dead son?" 
  
I'd not yet been on the new job four months, and this type of appeal was
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outside my comfort zone. In other words, when I made the decision to move up
to the mountains for an environment reporter position, I didn't foresee — nor did
I desire — writing much about death. 
  
The phone call with Lynda Taylor of Massachusetts, about her 27-year-old son
Jay who died while skiing at Keystone Resort on Jan. 20, was tough.
Functioning in equal parts as a journalist and a therapist, I listened to her
frustration over what she believed was a community conspiring to prevent Jay's
accident from hitting the news. We talked for a little more than an hour, though
it felt like an eternity. After hanging up I walked outside, my throat clenched and
I broke into tears. And then I went back to work. 
  
I had no idea the conversation would set my course for the next year and a half,
reporting on an industry I would later learn operates with little regulation and
liability, and almost no oversight concerning safety, fatalities and injuries. But
death after death that season — and there would wind up being six in the
county as part of the state's 11 — it became clearer how the system functions. 
  
  
Pressing Forward – Wet Mountain Tribune  
Pressing Forward Not too many years ago, obituaries were being prepared for
Colorado’s newspaper industry. 
  
But if last week’s annual convention of the Colorado Press Association was any
indication, the state’s daily and weekly newspapers are reinvigorated and ready
to press forward. 
  
Over the past couple of decades, community newspapers throughout the nation
faced a multitude of challenges: shifting ad revenues, declining circulation,
rapid changing demographics. But newspapers tightened their belts and
refocused their energies. 
  
Today, with rare exceptions, community newspapers remain the prominent
media within their respective markets. Readers and advertisers are returning,
and communities once again view their hometown newspapers as community
institutions. Hundreds of newspaper folks, from tiny weeklies on the eastern
plains to dominant players like the Denver Post, gathered at the 139th annual
convention of the CPA to talk shop and hear speakers like Gov. Hickenlooper
and industry leaders. 
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Caldara: Republicans continue to pay tribute to Keystone Cops – Greeley
Tribune  
Congress' debacle on health care is only the latest example of how
Republicans snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. Victory here defined as
merely counting your votes before you fumble the issue that got you into office. 
  
Two decades ago, and speaking more coarsely than would be fitting for a family
newspaper, I dubbed it Caldara's First Political Axiom: There is nothing
Republicans can't screw up. 
  
My leftist friends (yes, they exist) are quick to tell me their team is a hot ball of
crazy, too, and I'm sure their in-fighting is as dysfunctional as any family
Thanksgiving dinner. But when it comes to moving the political football, the left
is a well-oiled machine by comparison to the Republicans' tribute to the
Keystone Cops. 
  
Measure the size and scope of government in any area over the past century
and you can't come to any other conclusion: The leftist march continues with
just the occasional chance for them to catch their breath when Republicans
think they're in charge. The goal isn't how many elected seats, governors or
legislatures a party controls. The measurement must be policy change. 
   

 
REVENUE

  

Colorado Pot Expected to Make Record-Breaking Sales Despite Inflex of New
Legal Marijuana States - Newsweek 
After the November elections, eight states now offer legal adult use of
marijuana. But despite the growing competition, Colorado, which saw the
highest number of marijuana sales last year, will more than likely still see higher
pot sales than the rest in 2017. 
  
Just four months into the year, the Centennial State is already on track to have
its highest grossing year yet in weed sales. During January and February,
Colorado racked up $235 million in total marijuana sales, a 30 percent spike
compared to the state’s recreational and medical pot sales during the same
time in 2016, according to a report by Cannabis Benchmarks, a company that
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tracks marijuana sales and prices, released by Marijuana Business Daily
Monday. 
  
With Colorado's booming cannabis tourism and its city streets filled with pot
shops selling medical and recreational weed products, marijuana sales across
the state kicked off 2017 at full speed. Within the first month of the year,
Colorado sold $109 million worth of marijuana products in medical and
recreational markets, a more than 38 percent increase from what the state saw
in January 2016, when pot consumers purchased $88.5 million in cannabis
products. Sales in February were even more impressive, with the state
generating $126 million in marijuana purchases compared to February 2016’s
$92.7 million. 
  
14 Colorado license plates facing extinction – 9News Denver 
  
 

RESILIENCY & RECOVERY
  

National planning organization bestows top honor on Colorado for disaster-
recovery Resiliency Framework - Statesman 
The state of Colorado has been awarded a Gold 2017 National Planning
Achievement Award for Environmental Planning from the American Planning
Association for the state’s Resiliency Framework, established to help
communities rebound after suffering disasters, the APA announced
Wednesday. 
  
After the state faced widespread floods and wildfires earlier in the decade, the
Colorado Resiliency and Recovery Office coordinated with federal, state and
local agencies, private organizations and consultants to put together the
framework, which is intended to help reduce vulnerability in communities both
before and after disasters. The framework’s goals are to reduce risk, enhance
planning, improve policy formulation, create a more responsive culture and
incorporate resiliency into investments. 
  
“Immediately following the devastating fires and floods of 2012 and 2013,
Colorado committed to rebuild better, stronger and more resilient,” Gov. John
Hickenlooper said in a statement. “The Framework affirms our commitment to
that strategy and is one more example of Colorado developing innovative
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solutions for a better future.” 
  
“Colorado’s collaborative, comprehensive and holistic approach has built lasting
partnerships which are the foundation of the Framework’s ongoing positive
impact,” said Molly Urbina, executive director of the Colorado Resiliency and
Recovery Office, in a statement. “On behalf of the 27 agencies, organizations
and the many Coloradans who contributed invaluable input to the Framework,
we would like to thank the APA for this recognition.” 
  
[See National Planning Association Achievement 2017 Awardees HERE] 
  
  
 

FULL ARTICLES  
 

  
APA Names 2017 Planning Award Winners – Next City 
Austin’s cemeteries master plan, bike mapping in Maryland and a community
garden in Ontario, California, are among the recipients of the American
Planning Association’s latest round of annual National Planning Awards, which
are divided into two categories, excellence and achievement. The winners,
named today, also included a Pennsylvania ecodistrict, the Bicentennial Plan
for Indianapolis, and Guidelines for Senior-Friendly Parks, in Los Angeles.
Projects that got the APA nod address challenges ranging from sea level rise to
disinvested neighborhoods. 
  
“Good planning is not just preparing the community for the future, but engaging
the residents in the discussions and decision-making that will impact their
lives,” W. Shedrick Coleman, the 2017 jury chair, said in a press release. “This
year’s award recipients advanced the planning profession by more thoroughly
engaging all residents in the planning process.” 
  
Lawrence P. Witzling, of Milwaukee, was given the National Planning
Excellence Award for Planning Pioneers. As a professor and a practicing
planner, Witzling worked on Milwaukee’s lakefront, the removal of a freeway in
the city, and dozens of neighborhood and downtown plans in Wisconsin. 
  
An award recognizing the advancement of diversity and social change went to
the 2015 Near Northside Quality of Life Agreement 2015. The Near Northside is
a Hispanic Houston neighborhood that’s been bracing for the impacts of

http://colorado.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=a2cc2a9ccc&e=1398fbf492
http://colorado.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2f8c13265d732def606abdef0&id=4959b1f8cd&e=1398fbf492


gentrification. Community engagement was key to the QLA being picked by the
APA jury. From the APA: “One of the goals … was to create a rich and vibrant
document that reflected the commitment of thousands of people who are
working toward building a healthy, thriving and safe community in the Near
Northside.” As two Northside residents involved in the process outlined in The
Houston Chronicle last year: 
  
In our updated 2015 Quality of Life Agreement, Northside leaders again laid out
strategies to improve safety in our neighborhood. We are working to strengthen
the relationship between our community and law enforcement. We are working
to obtain better lighting and improvements to neighborhood locations perceived
to be unsafe. We are implementing initiatives to reduce illegal dumping, littering
and other nuisance activities. We are seeking to partner with homeless-
services organizations to develop housing and employment programs to reduce
our homeless population. 
  
A silver National Planning Achievement Award for a Best Practice went to Plan
2020: The Bicentennial Plan for Indianapolis. The ambitious document covers
plans for downtown and parks, land use, regional economic development and
more. According to the Plan 2020 website, “each and every component outlined
in the Bicentennial Plan has a committed partner capable of fulfilling an action
step, and numerous partners who are working to realize the larger vision.”
There are 30-plus partners. 
  
Achievement award for environmental planning were given to the state of
Colorado’s Resiliency Framework (gold) and an ecodistrict plan for Millvale,
Pennsylvania (silver). When Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper formally
adopted the resilience plan in 2015, he said, “Communities throughout the state
have been impacted by blizzards, wildfires, floods, tornadoes, and even an
earthquake in the past decade. Through these disasters, Coloradans have
shown great resolve to build back stronger which we want to continue to
empower. The Framework is one more example of Colorado developing
innovative solutions to build a better future.” Millvale’s work led to green
infrastructure and a new food hub. 
 
Austin’s Historic Cemeteries Master Plan took gold in the achievement award
for urban design. In Next City’s feature about this effort, “Designing for the
Dead: The Perfect City Cemetery,” Steph McDougal of McDoux Preservation,
which led the plan’s public engagement process, explained, “I’m not sure
anyone has done something of this scope before. … We’ve gotten phone calls



from across the country from people who want to know about our planning
process and what it is we’re hoping to get out of it.” As Next City’s Anna Clark
noted about the need for cities to consider cemetery space: 
  
Within limited urban real estate, historic cemeteries often hold ground in well-
trafficked neighborhoods, making their management — or lack thereof — highly
visible. As plots fill up, cities face questions of both public health and
community relations. In the end, cemetery upkeep cuts at the heart of nearly
everything cities hold dear: safety, sustainability, green space, community and
economics. For better or worse, a city’s story is told in its cemeteries; they are
where the past meets the present. Urban cemetery planning is a way for cities
to pay respect to history, while preparing for the future.
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GOVERNOR JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER
  
  
Hickenlooper on fatal house blast: “Never again,” but state fighting ruling that
public safety, environment must be protected [Interview] – Denver Post 
Facing community demands for greater caution, Gov. John Hickenlooper on
Wednesday called the fatal house explosion caused by a severed oil and gas
industry flowline “a tragedy of immense intensity” and doubled down on his
order to make sure it never happens again. 
  
But state officials simultaneously are mounting a legal challenge to the recent
Colorado Court of Appeals ruling requiring protection of public health, safety
and the environment as a precondition before oil and gas production can
proceed. 
  
Hickenlooper said in a meeting with reporters at his office that oil and gas
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operators already using infra-red devices to detect air pollution at wellheads
could use those same devices to inspect flowlines to detect gas leaks. 
  
He built on the order he issued Tuesday giving companies 60 days to identify
and test flowlines within 1,000 feet of occupied structures, going a step further
to say all flowlines and “anything that is remotely close to a house” must be
inspected, tested and mapped. Locations of underground flowlines,
Hickenlooper said, should be part of a public record available for residents to
review. 
  
  
Hickenlooper: State Responding With ‘Great State Of Urgency’ After Gas
Explosion – Cbs4 
Calling it a “tragedy of immense intensity,” Gov. John Hickenlooper says he is
directing employees across the state of Colorado to respond with “a great state
of urgency” to the news that leaking gas from a truncated natural gas flowline
caused the explosion at a home in Firestone. 
  
A day after ordering a statewide review of existing oil and gas operations,
Hickenlooper says he’s doing everything he can to reassure residents
statewide that their homes that are near gas flow lines are safe. 
  
“We’re going to check flowlines across the state,” Hickenlooper said on
Wednesday. “Anything that’s remotely close to a house, we’re going to check.
And trust me, that’s just the priority; eventually we’ll check every flowline. 
  
Shortly after Tuesday morning’s announcement by officials in Firestone that
leaking underground gas caused the explosion that killed two people,
Hickenlooper ordered that inspections of flowlines within 1,000 feet of occupied
buildings must occur within 30 days and be tested for integrity in 60 days. 
  

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper wants map of gas lines after fatal blast –
Greeley Tribune 
  
  
Colorado’s first Public Lands Day to be celebrated this year – The Durango
Herald  
Colorado officially has a day set aside to celebrate the abundance of public
lands enjoyed by Coloradans and tourists from around the world. 
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Gov. John Hickenlooper read a proclamation Wednesday at the Capitol that
named the third Saturday in May as Public Lands Day in the state ”forever
after.” 
  
For 2017, it means May 20 will be the day for celebration for such wonders as
Mesa Verde National Park and the San Juan National Forest. 
  
The proclamation gives Colorado the unique distinction of being the first to set
aside a day in recognition of the recreational, ecological and economic
resource its public lands represent. 
  
  
Gov. Hickenlooper on the Trump Agenda and Colorado [Interview] - Bloomberg 
  
  

LEGISLATURE
  

Colorado lawmakers send budget bill to governor with reservations Denver
Post 
The $26.8 billion state budget bill is headed to Gov. John Hickenlooper on a
wing and a prayer that another measure will follow to erase the the deep
spending cuts to hospitals. 
  
The state Senate approved the final version on a 33-1 vote Wednesday despite
lamenting a move to balance the budget by giving $264 million less to
hospitals, a total cut worth $528 million once federal matching dollars are
added. 
  
Republicans and Democrats once again expressed hope that a separate far-
reaching spending bill to eliminate the cuts also will make it to the governor’s
desk before the legislative term ends next week. 
  
“Although this is not a perfect product, I sincerely hope we muster the political
courage to fix what’s wrong in this budget to make sure rural hospitals don’t
close,” said Sen. Dominick Moreno, a Commerce City Democrat and budget
writer. 
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Bill to restrict oil and gas 'forced pooling' procedure fails before Colorado
Senate floor – Boulder Daily Camera 
 A bill aimed at liming the influence of the controversial " forced pooling" of
mineral rights throughout Colorado communities failed in the Senate's State,
Veterans and Military Affairs Committee on Wednesday. 
  
Lawmakers in the committee rejected HB17-1336 — the bill titled "Additional
Protections Forced Pooling Order" — by a vote of 3-2. 
  
Sponsored by Rep. Mike Foote, D-Lafayette; Rep. Dave Young, D-Greeley;
Matt Jones, D-Louisville, and Irene Aguilar, D-Denver, the bill sought to revise
the largely-opaque approach to pooling mineral rights in Colorado. 
  
Industry regulations do not require a public record of where or how many
pooling instances exist, and only dictate that companies give homeowners a
35-day notice of plans to pool the minerals beneath them. 
  
  
Late liquor license bill pits smaller stores against some local retail giants -
Statesman 
 Legislation introduced Tuesday to permit independent liquor stores to amass
more than twice as many licenses as last year’s landmark compromise allows
has groups representing smaller merchants warning the move will devastate
Colorado’s mom-and-pop retail landscape, but the bill’s sponsors and
supporters say it’s simply an attempt to level the playing field. 
  
House Bill 1370, set for a hearing before the House Finance Committee on
Wednesday morning — it’s on an accelerated schedule as the General
Assembly nears the end of the 2017 session — would let independent liquor
stores that meet certain requirements own as many as nine retail liquor
licenses over the next decade, while current law caps the number at five. 
  
Last year’s Senate Bill 197, which went from negotiations to approval in just
four days at the very end of the 2016 session, headed off a number of
proposed ballot measures to allow some combination of beer, wine and liquor
sales in grocery and other stores, which the owners of smaller liquor stores
worried would have led to the demise of mom-and-pop stores, particularly in
rural Colorado. 
  
Supporters say this year’s House Bill 1370 is necessary to allow locally owned
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stores to compete with grocery and big-box chains, including Safeway, King
Soopers and Target, which will be able to own as many as 20 liquor licenses
over the next two decades and an unlimited number after that, as a result of
last year’s compromise legislation. 
  
  
Tempers flare over latest effort to expand liquor sales in Colorado – Denver
Post 
Colorado lawmakers are mounting a last-ditch effort to loosen the state’s
restrictions on alcohol sales, arguing that customers are not seeing benefits
from last year’s attempt to shake up the market for booze. 
  
Introduced with just a week left in the legislative session, the measure would
revisit last year’s massive overhaul of the state’s alcohol laws just months after
its provisions began to take effect. 
  
It would allow liquor stores to expand to up to nine locations over 10 years.
Under the law passed last year, they are allowed to operate a total of four
locations by that year, starting with one new location this year. 
  
The proposal also would clarify that Walmart and Target can obtain up to 20
liquor licenses each over a 20-year period. That would put the big-box giants on
a level playing field with grocery chains that won similar allowances in last
year’s hotly debated measure. 
  
On Wednesday, the measure narrowly passed out of the House Finance
Committee, 7-6, over deep reservations of lawmakers in both parties who said
the legislation was moving too quickly and too late in the legislative session. 

  
Two Colorado educators spent months crafting a piece of legislation. Now it’s
about to become state law. – Denver Post 
 Teachers show up at the statehouse all the time while Colorado lawmakers are
debating education policy. Rarely do they have a piece of legislation they
crafted themselves in hand. 
  
Elaine Menardi, education program coordinator for Wings Aerospace Academy
in Denver, and Jess Buller, principal of West Grand Elementary and Middle
School in Kremmling, are changing that. 
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The two educators helped develop this year’s House Bill 1201. 
  
The bill creates a special high school diploma that shows colleges and
employers that graduates are proficient in a blend of coursework that focuses
on science, technology, engineering and math, or STEM. The legislation is the
byproduct of a year-long policy fellowship run by the national education reform
nonprofit America Achieves. 
  
   
New bill aims to crack down on drunk driving, repeat offenders – KKCO 11 
Getting behind the wheel of a vehicle while impaired can be dangerous and
deadly, to the driver and to anyone else on the road. 
  
In Colorado, there were more than 4,600 DUI’s in 2015, according to data
collected by Colorado State Patrol.  Law enforcement works daily to get drunk
drivers off our roads. 
  
“We have so much education and so many people talking about it, and we just
don’t understand why people still drink and drive,” said Trooper Glen Hunter
with Colorado State Patrol. 
The numbers in Mesa County, however, are dropping.  CSP said in 2015 there
were 248 DUI’s in Mesa County. One year later, that number dropped to 226. 
  
  
House Majority Leader on crucial Hospital Fee bill negotiations: ‘We’re so, so
super close’ - Statesman 
 Weeks of tense negotiations and occasional lawmaker blowups are coming to
an end, one way or another, over a linchpin bill that in its last iteration would
raise $1.8 billion in bond money for state transportation upgrades, save state
hospitals from a proposed $500 million cut and lower the state spending limit in
future years by $200 million. 
  
It’s a bold bipartisan proposal and passing it would mark a difficult, grand
political bargain at the Legislature struck in the service of state residents. 
  
“We have already found compromise on major things that we’ve talked about in
the building for many years,” said House Majority Leader KC Becker, a Boulder
Democrat. “I think that’s a huge achievement and we shouldn’t let that slip
away.” 
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Becker was speaking frankly about ongoing negotiations over Senate Bill 267
the day after talks apparently rambled in and out of yet another dip in the road
with just just seven working days left in the legislative session. 
  
Senate sponsor Jerry Sonnenberg, a Republican from Sterling, announced
Monday that agreement would include a Medicaid reform provision requiring
patients to pay the highest possible co-pays allowed under the federal program. 
  
  
Wheat Ridge demands return of records detailing billionaire’s stake in liquor
giant Applejack - Statesman 
Saying the city released records it shouldn’t have, an attorney representing the
city of Wheat Ridge is demanding the immediate return of dozens of pages of
documents concerning a 2014 liquor license application for a new owner of
Applejack Wine and Spirits obtained in March under the Colorado Open
Records Act, The Colorado Statesman has learned. 
  
Questions about ownership of the giant retailer — longtime owner Jim Shpall,
who retained a 20-percent share of the business after bringing on the new
investors, according to the records, boasted a few years back that it’s the
“largest single liquor store in the country” — surround legislation introduced
Tuesday to allow independent liquor stores to acquire eight additional liquor
licenses in coming years instead of the four additional licenses allowed under
current law. 
  
Different organizations representing various locally owned, independent liquor
retailers have been squaring off all session over the issue. 
  
Opponents of House Bill 1370, which is scheduled for its first hearing
Wednesday morning before the House Finance Committee, say the change
would dismantle the delicate balance established in last year’s landmark
overhaul of the state’s liquor licensing laws, ushering in an era of giant retailers
with the ability to gobble up Colorado’s retail liquor landscape. 
  
  
Knights of Columbus warn that Joe Salazar’s Columbus Day ban would fulfill
Klan’s plan - Statesman 
The world’s largest Catholic fraternal organization is coming out swinging
against a bill sponsored by state Rep. Joe Salazar to cancel Columbus Day as
a state holiday in Colorado. 
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The Knights of Columbus — named in honor of explorer Christopher Columbus
— is opposing House Bill 1327, saying the legislation is based on “fake history”
that originated with the Ku Klux Klan’s animosity toward Catholics. 
  
The bill, which would allow state employees a floating day off in October,
passed its first committee appearance last week and is scheduled for what
promises to be a contentious hearing Wednesday afternoon before the House
Local Government Committee. 
  
A similar Salazar-sponsored bill that would have replaced Columbus Day with
Indigenous Peoples’ Day failed last year by a wide margin in a Democratic-
controlled House committee amid complaints it would remove a holiday that
honored Italian Americans in favor of one honoring Native Americans. Salazar,
a Thornton Democrat, disputed this argument but noted that this year’s bill
should lay that controversy to rest, adding that he’s confident Colorado’s Native
American community doesn’t want to take over Columbus Day. 
  
  
EDITORIAL: Legislators must stop Colorado from hiding prisoners like James
Holmes in secret places – Aurora Sentinel  
There’s little doubt now that Colorado state lawmakers must step in to fix the
dangerous problem of state corrections officials hiding more than 100 prison
convicts, including Aurora theater shooter James Holmes. 
  
It’s been more than a year since the public learned that Holmes, one of the
state’s most notorious murderers, had been smuggled out of the state prison
where he was sentenced to spend the rest of his life. 
  
He was sent to a secret location because prison officials believed that Holmes
was unsafe in Colorado and at risk of being injured by other prisoners. 
  
Last week, 9News KUSA broadcast the results from their investigation,
revealing that more than 100 other convicts, including murderers and rapists,
have also been traded off to other states, keeping secret their transfer and
location. 
  
There are numerous levels of wrong with this. 
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Anti-rolling coal bill on its way to governor – Colorado Independent 
 Cyclists, pedestrians and outdoor dining enthusiasts, breathe easier! A bill to
stamp out the practice of “rolling coal,” when a driver of a diesel truck
deliberately revs up exhaust to blow black smoke, is on its way to the governor. 
  
What a long, strange trip it’s been. 
  
Democratic Rep. Joann Ginal of Fort Collins has been pushing for a ban on
“rolling coal” for the last two legislative session. Both her bills died in the
Senate, in 2016 and in early March of this year. 
  
But Ginal, along with Sen. Don Coram, a Montrose Republican, didn’t give up,
and decided to take another version out for a spin. Three weeks after the first
bill died, Coram took the lead on introducing a new version that would soothe
the concerns of his Republican colleagues. 
  
The latest proposal eliminated language saying that those who “roll-coal” intend
to harass or obscure the vision of cyclists, pedestrians and other drivers.
Republicans have raised concerns in the past about proving intent. Supporters
have pointed out that in order to blow that black smoke, exhaust equipment in
diesel vehicles must be illegally, and intentionally, modified. 
  
 

ECONOMY
  
  
Colorado mining company's $2.2B acquisition by South African firm is complete
– Denver Business Journal 
  
  
“Field Guide” to Colorado tourist spots off the beaten path guides locals to new
corners of the state- Denver Post 
  
 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
  
  
On Shareholder Call, Anadarko CEO Faces Questions About Home Explosion
– Colorado Public Radio 
Anadarko Petroleum posted weak quarterly earnings and faced sharp
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questions Wednesday after a recent fatal home explosion in Firestone, and the
company's decision to close 3,000 wells in the area for inspection. 
The explosion killed two people and injured one. The Frederick-Firestone
Protection District found that an abandoned flow line near the home, which had
been cut, was still connected to a nearby well. 
  
“We are very saddened by the events in Colorado," Anadarko president and
CEO Al Walker told shareholders during an investors conference call. “We are
going to work very hard to understand it better.” 
  
Reuters reported that Anadarko shares fell about 9.4 percent Wednesday after
the earnings report, and that the company estimates the shut down will
translate into 13,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day -- a small percentage of
its 795,000 barrels of oil equivalent in the first quarter. 
  
  
Anadarko Goodwill Campaign Tested After Colorado Blast – Fox Business 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp. has worked hard to be a good neighbor in fast-
growing Colorado, where sprawl has encroached on oil and gas operations,
and homes and wells are sometimes now side by side. 
  
Through a hotline and a community engagement team that often goes door-to-
door, the company has tried to proactively defuse tensions with those who live
and work near its sites. It implemented plans to minimize truck traffic and noise
and lower methane emissions, and has tried to make its operations as small
and unobtrusive as possible. 
  
That goodwill campaign now faces a tough test, following an explosion last
month that killed two people at a home built less than 200 feet from a natural
gas well operated by Anadarko. 
  
Authorities on Tuesday said the April 17 blast at a home in Firestone, a town
about 30 miles north of Denver, was caused by unrefined and odorless gas that
appears to have leaked from an abandoned gas line attached to the well. 
  
  
Inside The Debate Over Repealing Curbs On Methane Leaks – Colorado Public
Radio 
A deadline is fast approaching for Republican lawmakers who want to undo an
Obama-era regulation that aims to limit the emissions of methane — a powerful
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greenhouse gas — from energy production sites on public lands. 
                                                                  
The oil and gas industry is lobbying lawmakers to permanently repeal the rule,
as it has other recent environmental regulations, using the Congressional
Review Act — a legislative tool that not only undoes a regulation, but prevents
the federal government from ever implementing a similar rule. 
  
There's a catch, though: Lawmakers only have a set amount of time to use the
act. And the deadline to repeal the Bureau of Land Management's methane
rule is widely believed to be next week. 
  
New Mexico rancher Don Schreiber is counting down the days. 
  

Hickenlooper, 11 other governors tell Trump the Paris climate agreement is
good for American jobs – Denverite Blog 
Keep the United States in the Paris climate agreement, or America will fall
behind on the clean energy technologies of the future and lose its global
competitiveness. 
  
That was the message Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper and 11 other
governors — all Democrats — sent in a letter to President Donald Trump
Wednesday. They tried to dissuade the president that environmental goals
have to be sacrificed for jobs and argued that lowering carbon emissions will be
good for the economy.Reducing carbon emissions is doable, they said, and
necessary to protect the residents of their states from catastrophic floods,
droughts and fires. Doing nothing will carry a high economic cost. 
  
And the U.S. can improve its competitiveness and create jobs by meeting its
commitments, they added.  
  
 

HEALTH
  
  
An Opioid Death Prompts Denver Public Library To Keep Overdose Antidote
On Hand – Colorado Public Radio  
The Denver Public Library is one of the first in the country to carry Narcan, the
brand name for Naloxone, a medication used to reverse an opioid overdose.
The decision was made after the library discovered a deceased 25-year-old
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man in a bathroom at the Central Library in the heart of downtown, just a
stone’s throw from Civic Center Park. 
“Do you let somebody potentially die? In your building? When you could have
just sprayed something up their nostril and potentially save them?" asked
Denver’s city librarian, Michelle Jeske. "To me that's a pretty easy decision to
make.” 
  
An autopsy showed the man died from the combined effects of heroin, meth
and two anti-anxiety medications. The man was homeless and identified only
through his fingerprints. We can tell you his name was Michael, as his mother
asked that we don’t use her or her son’s last name for privacy related to
criminal activity. 
  
"Every time he got a few bucks in his pocket, he would use that for his
addiction," said Kelly, a resident of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
Silverton Mountain cleared to expand helicopter skiing terrain to total of 25,000
acres – Denver Post 
The Bureau of Land Management has approved an expansion of helicopter
skiing terrain for Silverton Mountain. 
  
Silverton Guides’ proposal to swap 5,556 acres of permitted heliskiing terrain
for 16,252 acres of new terrain was approved by the BLM Wednesday after
nearly two years of environmental review. The deal gives the operation more
than 25,000 acres of helicopter accessible ski terrain in the San Juans in
southwest Colorado. 
  
Silverton Mountain and Silverton Guides co-owner Aaron Brill proposed the
swap to meet  growing demand for heliskiing with below-treeline terrain that
reduced avalanche hazard by offering less-steep, more wind-protected runs. 
  
“With few economic opportunities in Silverton, especially in the winter, this is
approval is really important to the Silverton economy,” Brill said. “Lots of
confusion existed regarding our proposal, and after listening to public input, the
final product is one that is greatly reduced in scope and size. Skiing is rapidly
being taken over by the mega ski corporations of Vail and KSL, which have
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become the Walmarts of skiing, which makes it harder for the independent ski
areas to survive and we are thankful for the BLM approval.” 
  
 

OF NOTE
  

Governor orders flags lowered Thursday to honor former U.S. Rep. Ray
Kogovsek - Statesman 
 Gov. John Hickenlooper has ordered flags lowered to half-staff on all public
buildings statewide on Thursday to honor Pueblo native Ray Kogovsek, a
former state lawmaker and congressman, who died Sunday night. Flags should
be lowered from sunrise to sunset, the governor’s office said. 
  
Kogovsek, 75, a Democrat, served a decade in the Colorado Legislature — he
was elected to one term in the House in 1968 and then two terms in the Senate
after that, including serving as Senate majority leader starting in 1973 — and
three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, from 1979-1985. He declined
to seek a fourth term, returned to Colorado and formed Kogovsek & Associates,
where he advocated for western issues for more than 30 years. 
  
“We have lost a true warrior of democracy,” Hickenlooper said in a statement.
“Ray dedicated his life to supporting the interests of the people of Pueblo and
Southern Colorado. His efforts have left an indelible mark across our state and
on so many lives that will cherish his legacy of respect and selflessness in
serving others.” 
  
Peter Roper gathered remembrances and tributes from Kogovsek’s colleagues
across a lifetime in public service in his hometown newspaper, the Pueblo
Chieftain. 
  
  
RTD gets OK to test trains on rail line to Arvada, Wheat Ridge – Denver
Business Journal 
 RTD got some good news about its delayed rail line to Arvada and Wheat
Ridge: It can test trains on the route soon. 
  
The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) last fall ordered the metro-Denver
transit agency to halt testing of trains and systems on the commuter-rail route
— known as the G Line or Gold Line — until it resolves problems with the
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timing of the crossing gates on its already-operating A and B lines, which use
similar gate technology. 
  
The gates close too early and stay down too long, according to federal railroad
officials. 
  
The A Line runs to Denver International Airport; the B Line to Westminster. All
three lines originate at Denver Union Station. 
  
The G Line originally was to have opened by last October, but opening day was
put on hold until testing could be completed. 
  
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
  

Hickenlooper proclaims May 6 ‘Wildfire Preparedness Day’- Monte Vista
Journal 
 Gov. John Hickenlooper has officially proclaimed this Saturday, May 6, as
“Wildfire Preparedness Day” in Colorado as communities across the state come
together to prepare for wildfires and take actions to reduce their wildfire risk. 
  
The proclamation, which dedicates a day to engage communities in focusing on
activities that create awareness, education and action to reduce potential
deaths and property losses through their preparedness efforts, coincides with
the 2017 National Wildfire Community Preparedness Day. 
  
“Wildfire Preparedness Day is a reminder that we all need to have an
understanding and awareness of the wildfire risks,” said Gov. Hickenlooper.
“Think about preparation on two levels – one is your personal preparedness to
evacuate, and the other is getting your home as ready as possible to withstand
a fire. I want to encourage people of all ages to plan and participate in a risk
reduction or wildfire preparedness activity that makes your community a safer
place to live.” 
  
The National Wildfire Preparedness Day, which falls on the first Saturday in
May each year, is organized by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
– an international nonprofit established in 1896 to reduce the worldwide burden
of fire and other hazards on quality of life by providing resources that are
adapted by many states, including Colorado. 
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This year, Colorado led the nation in having the highest number of communities
receiving 2017 NFPA funding awards to implement projects on May 6, with 24
of the 150 national awards coming to the state. The winners of the $500 project
funding awards are listed on the NFPA site. 
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May 23, 2017 
Perspectives on April 27, 2017 Firestone, CO Explosion  
James H. Anspach, PG (r), Utility Engineering Scientist 

 

Dear Governor Hickenlooper, 
 
With advancements in modern technology that include the ability to image subsurface utilities, a recognized 
practice of engineering specifically developed to mitigate and manage utility risk issues, and tools that enable 
real-time visualization of underground utilities, we still have explosions such as the recent Firestone incident and 
other critical, dangerous, and costly utility infrastructure damages.  These incidences are many times preventable 
and occur far too frequently in the US.  The 2009 report from the National Academy of Sciences, “Encouraging 
Innovation in Locating and Characterizing Utilities”, spells out many of the reasons these events occur: 
 

 Poor quality or non-existent utility records 
 Project owner’s belief that utilities have great and complete records of their facilities 
 Focus on damage prevention as a construction activity rather than a project life-cycle activity 
 No national utility as-builting standard 
 Treatment of utility locating as an art rather than geophysical science 
 Little use of new technologies in data capture, storage, and retrieval 
 Willingness of project owners to take risks with utilities 
 Utility owners afraid to share data 
 Too many places to point the “Finger of Blame or Responsibility” for utility damage issues 

 

The good news is that, albeit slow, over the past 50 years industry has made great strides in addressing issues 
surrounding our hidden utility infrastructure.  Here is a list of key accomplishments in chronological order since 
1964: 

1964: One-Call center concept 
1968:  Creation of Office of Pipeline Safety 
1983:  Use of geophysical science to identify all utilities on a construction project 
1985:  Contract “Locators” as agents of Utility Owners 
1986:  Multi-Ticket One-Call Responses 
1989:  Formal unveiling of Subsurface Utility Engineering discipline 
2000:  Commissioning of Common Ground Alliance 
2002:  ASCE 38-02 published “Standard for Collection and Depiction of Existing Subsurface Utility Data” 
2014: Start of ASCE national utility as-builting standard 
2016:  Commissioning of ASCE‘s Utility Engineering and Surveying Institute 
 
Every time a catastrophe involving utilities happens, there is a lot of initial focus on the issue, but it quickly loses 
traction once the lobbyists for the status-quo get involved.  I know this, because I have been involved in the 
aftermath of a significant number of utility damage explosions in the US since 1978. With each incident, I am both 
more encouraged that we have better solutions, and more discouraged because we do not implement those 
solutions. I am again encouraged by recent meetings in Colorado that maybe this is the right time and place. With 
the unfortunate Firestone incident, there is now a real opportunity in Colorado to provide a framework for 
reducing risks that existing utilities present to the public by taking advantage of awareness of the problem, and 
efforts underway right now to address the problem.   
  



May 23, 2017 
Perspectives on April 27, 2017 Firestone, CO Explosion  
James H. Anspach, PG (r), Utility Engineering Scientist 

 

Here is a list of current efforts in which I have been involved and their status: 
 

1. Introduction of a bill in the Senate to make engineers totally responsible to accurately show every utility 
on construction plans.  This effort failed and will continue to fail without required project owner 
compensation for the significant effort, and an understanding that science and technology does not yield 
a 100% solution.  Improved language is necessary. 

 
2. A coalition of the CO811 and CO Contractors Association to craft a revision to the “Dig Law” that puts 

some enforcement provisions in the statute, and provides a mechanism for larger civil projects to follow 
good engineering practices regarding identification and mapping of utilities.  One aspect of this statute is 
to include language from ASCE’s Utility Engineering and Surveying Institute regarding requiring project 
owners on certain types of projects to use ASCE 38 to address utility risks on projects via a provision called 
“a Design Ticket.”   Utility Owners nixed the full language recommended by ASCE due to perception of 
liability if utilities did not correlate project records of utilities to their utility records, but it is a good start. 

 
3. A small glimmer of hope that CO DOT will move into the 21st Century regarding its addressing of utility 

issues on its projects by requiring or at least encouraging in some fashion the intended use of ASCE 38 (as 
do a majority of state DOTs, the FHWA, and a host of other agencies).  There is a meeting with the Chief 
Engineer on May 30th re this effort, with strong support by some CO DOT staff. 

 
4. A CO 811-controlled utility records database that allows iterated improvements in documenting the 

results of “one-Call’ ticket markings, and secure access to that database for utility damage prevention and 
project planning and design activities.  Adding the as-built utilities into this database builds a long-term 
solution for damage prevention.  ProStar GeoCorp, a Colorado based corporation is in talks with CO 811 
now about ProStar’s Geospatial Intelligence Software.   

 
 I believe that a bit more about ProStar GeoCorp is warranted.  I have been working with ProStar since their 
inception.  They have been in the forefront of asset management for utility damage prevention for many years.  
An early project in Virginia for PHMSA demonstrated that electronic boundaries could be placed around 
excavation site limits, with real-time notifications if excavation took place beyond those limits.  It significantly 
reduced unnecessary utility owner responses in the field, allowing a better focus on where those assets were 
needed. A more recent successful PHMSA research project involved ProStar and nine state One-Call Centers and 
their gas company clients, proving the value of an integrated geospatial intelligence system that records instantly 
utility damage prevention marks placed in the field and compares them to utility owner records, allowing an 
upgrade of those records for future use.  ProStar is now working with 811 Centers, as well as the largest pipeline 
company in the world, and other key technology providers such as Google, Samsung, Digital Globe and Microsoft.  
As a Colorado based-company, they are seemingly in a great position to implement and support this technology 
for the State of Colorado.  An effort is now underway to incubate this effort in Grand Junction. 
 
There are many stakeholders and differing points of view on how to implement solutions.  The good news is that 
there are solutions right now implemented in bits and pieces across the country.  No single governmental entity 
has yet put all these pieces together into a coherent system.  Colorado has the opportunity to do so, and provide 
a shining example for the rest of the country. 
 



May 23, 2017 
Perspectives on April 27, 2017 Firestone, CO Explosion  
James H. Anspach, PG (r), Utility Engineering Scientist 

 

However, these efforts need support from the top of Colorado government, and the addition of other practices 
and technology to be truly effective.  Some added pieces needed for an effective framework for utility damage 
prevention include: 
 

1. Implementation of ASCE’s utility as-builting standard every time a new utility goes in the ground. Note:  
There was federal FHWA grant money to assist in this effort; neighboring states of Utah, Montana, and 
North Dakota tapped into these funds.  

 
2. Analytics to focus records improvement processes. 

 

3. Analytics to identify construction activities that might warrant a one-call “private locate” response even if 
utility owner records do not indicate a facility in the area (like Firestone). 
 

4. The use of “state of the practice” utility engineering risk management concepts throughout the project 
delivery process. 

 
The Utility Engineering and Surveying Institute stands ready to assist the State of Colorado in developing a 
framework to protect the health, welfare, and safety of the public by mitigating and managing utility risks taking 
into account existing practices, standards, and technologies already developed and proven in theory and practice 
to be effective and in the public interest.  I also pledge my support from both ASCE UESI and Cardno, Inc., the 
largest Utility Engineering firm in the world.  We know that a better program will result from use of the two ASCE 
standards (existing utilities and new utilities locational mapping), and technologies used to capture and maintain 
utility locate marks during construction.  Managing all that captured data through CO811 with, for instance, 
ProStar’s Transparent Earth, will reduce incidents over time like Firestone in the future.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
James H. Anspach, PG (r) 
Cardno, Inc. Director of Utility Engineering Practice 
2018 President, Utility Engineering and Surveying Institute of the American Society of Civil Engineers 
Chair, ASCE 38 
Chair, ASCE Construction Standards Council 
Chair Emeritus, ASCE Codes & Standards Board Committee 
ASCE Board Committee for Technical Advancement 
ASCE Board Committee on Claims Reduction and Management 
Board Liaison: Infrastructure Resilience Division, Energy Division 
National Academy of Sciences Principal Investigator – Utilities Research 
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Hi Tracee and Dan,

 

I wanted to reach out to schedule a meeting with the Governor for next Tuesday or Wednesday.  Right now, the best
options are Wednesday, June 7 at either 2:30 - 3:00 pm or 3:15 - 3:45 pm.  Please let me know which works best.

 

Thank you,

 

Ali 

 

--

 

Alexandra Murray  
Director of Scheduling
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Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent b y or to me on this state-owned e-mail account
may be subject to public disclosure.

 

 
 

 

--

 

Alexandra Murray  
Director of Scheduling
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Meeting with Governor 

Dan Haley <Dan.Haley@coga.org> Wed, May 31, 2017 at 2:26 PM
To: "Murray - GovOffice, Ali" <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

Thanks. I’ll be there.

 

From: Murray - GovOffice, Ali [mailto:alexandra.murray@state.co.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 31, 2017 1:14 PM 
To: Dan Haley <Dan.Haley@COGA.org> 
Subject: Re: Mee�ng with Go vernor

 

Dan,

 

2:30 pm on 6/7 works best for Tracee, so we will go with that option.  The meeting will take place in the Governor's Office
at the Capitol.

 

Best,

 

Ali

 

On Wed, May 31, 2017 at 12:53 PM, Murray - GovOffice, Ali <alexandra.murray@state.co.us> wrote:

Thanks so much, Dan.  I will let you know what we go with shortly. 

 

On Wed, May 31, 2017 at 12:53 PM, Dan Haley <Dan.Haley@coga.org> wrote:

I will work to make either one of those �mes w ork. Just let me know.

Thanks,

Dan

 

 

From: Murray - GovOffice, Ali [mailto:alexandra.murray@state.co.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 31, 2017 12:42 PM 
To: Tracee Bentley <bentleyt@api.org>; Dan Haley <Dan.Haley@COGA.org> 
Subject: Mee�ng with Go vernor
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Anadarko Confidentiality Notice: This electronic transmission and any attached documents or other writings are intended only for the person
or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise pr otected from disclosure. If you
have received this communication in error, please immediately notify sender by return e-mail and destr oy the communication. Any disclosure,
copying, distribution or the taking of any action concerning the contents of this communication or any attachments by anyone other than the
named recipient is strictly prohibited.

 

 
 
 
 

Click here for Anadarko’s Electronic Mail Disclaimer

--  
 
Alexandra Murray  
Director of Scheduling

P 303.866.6230 | C  
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203  
alexandra.murray@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.
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Murray - GovOffice, Alexandra <alexandra.murray@state.co.us>

July 10 Meeting

Murray - GovOffice, Ali <alexandra.murray@state.co.us> Mon, Jun 12, 2017 at 3:01 PM
To: "Ostrander, Lisa" <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com>

Hi Lisa,

Thank you for checking in.  That is correct.  The Governor told me it was an hour meeting, but I have heard other people
say a 90 minute meeting.  Do you know what Al is planning for time wise?  Yes, please use the same parking directions,
and again, we will only have one space available.  

The meeting will include the same people from the last meeting:
Governor Hickenlooper
Doug Friednash, Chief of Staff
Laurie William, Policy Advisor 
Jacki Cooper Melmed, Chief Legal Counsel
John Swartout, Senior Policy Advisor
Marie Logsden, Director of Strategic Communications
Bob Randall, Executive Director of the Colorado Dept. of Natural Resources

Please let me know who will attend from your end as well. 

Best,

Ali

On Mon, Jun 12, 2017 at 2:19 PM, Ostrander, Lisa <Lisa.Ostrander@anadarko.com> wrote: 

Hi Ali,

I understand we have a meeting scheduled with the Governor on July 10 at 10:00am.  Shall we follow the same
driving/parking instructions as you gave us the last time?  Can you send me the names of the folks from your end who
will be in the meeting, if you know that?  Thank you very much.

_______________________________

Lisa Ostrander
Sr. Executive Assistant to Al Walker

Chairman, President & Chief Executive Officer

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

Direct:  832-636-3491

Lisa.Ostrander@Anadarko.com
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3:00PM 3:00 PM- 3:30PM CALL with Executive Staff {IF I IEEDED OJ IL Y) CAli Ul l tiE: 
3:00PM EST/1:00 PMMST 

4:00PM 

5:00PM 

6:00PM 

7:00PM 

8:00PM 

9:00PM 

10:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

9/121201711:04:52 



Tuesday, July 25, 2017 -
o:OOAM 

6:00AM 

7:00AM 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00AM 

1Z:OO PM 

1:00PM 

Z:OOPM 

3:00PM 

4:00PM 

5:00PM 

6:00PM 

7:00PM 

8:00PM 

9:00PM 

10:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

9/ 1ZJZ017 11:04:54 



Wednesday, July 26, 2017 -
~:OOAM 

6:00AM 

7:00AM 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00AM 

1Z:OO PM 

1:00PM 

Z:OOPM 

3:00PM 3:00 PM- 3:30PM CALL with Executive Staff {IF I IEEDED OJ IL Y) CAli Ul l tiE: 
3:00PM EST/1:00 PMMST 

4:00PM 

5:00PM 

6:00PM 

7:00PM 

8:00PM 

9:00PM 

10:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

9/12JZ01711:04:56 



Thursday, July 27, 2017 ·- -
o:OOAM 

6:00AM 

7:00AM 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00AM 

1Z:OO PM 

1:00PM 

Z:OOPM 

3:00PM 3:00 PM · 3:00PM CALL with Donna DONI'IA CAllS 808 

4:00 PM 

5:00PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

8:00PM 

9:00 PM 

10:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

9/12/Z01711:05:01 



Friday, July 28, 2017 

-
~:OOAM 

6:00AM 

6:55AM 7:20 AM PHONE Interview with HPR HI ~ I ffi CAlL FROM l.AI I [6:55 AM EST, call early formic check] 
7:00AM 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00AM 

1Z:OO PM 

1:00PM 

2:00PM 

3:00PM 3:00 P/.1_~ !:3Q P/.1_ _ CALL with Bryan leach to discuss Ind ia Trade Mission GOY 
~AI 1 [3:00pm ES1] 

4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

8:00PM 

9:00PM 

10:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

9/1ZJZ01711:05:03 



5:00AM 



o:OOAM 



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 14:02:27



5:00AM 

10:00AM ) INDOORS, BUSINESS CASUAL A TitRE (Staff! Conor) 

NOOORS, BUS HESS ATT RE (Staff: COO()() 



9/12/2017 11:06:23



9:00PM 



5:00AM 

3:00PM 

8:00PM 

- 3:30 PM Quick Interview with The Bostoo Globe's Joshua Miller to 
tenure (Staff: Marie) 



9/12/2017 11:06:28



5:00AM 

10:00AM 

with John a nd Jackie Minge with RSP [Reservation under John Hickenlooper] 
Cache, 205 S Mill St, Aspen, CO 81611, USA 



9/12/2017 11:06:31



5:00AM 

8:00 PM INDOORS, CASUAL ATilRE (Staff: Doug, Conor) [Full event: 



9/12/2017 11:06:34



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:06:36



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:06:38



5:00AM 

OUTDOORS, 

2:00PM 

7:00PM 



9/12/2017 11:06:41



5:00AM 

Conor) 
Broadmoor , 1 lake Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80906, USA [International Center) 



9/12/2017 11:06:43



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:06:46



5:00AM 

- 6:00 PM Drinks with leland Vittert, Fox N""" (POC: 

8:00PM 

9/1 21201711:06:48 



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:06:51



5:00AM 

8:00PM 

9/121201711:06:53 



5:00AM 

(Staff: Jacque) 

- 5:30PM Drinks with Sam Walker, Coors 



9/12/2017 11:06:57



5:00AM 

3:00PM (Staff: Jacque) 

(POC: Daryl INDOORS, BUSlNESS ATilRE (Staff: Conor) 

7:00PM 



9/12/2017 11:06:59



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:07:05



5:00AM 



9:30PM-9:45PM Security Pickup- 9:30 pm (or whenever you are ready to go) 
Hedge Row at Cherry Creek-->lllllilll 

911212017 11:07:07 



5:00 AM 

7:00PM 



5:00AM 

10:00AM 

3:00PM 

8:00PM 

911212017 11:07:12 



&:OOAM 



9/12/2017 11:07:15



5:00AM 

10:00AM 

- 9:00PM TAB 5 Dinner with Thomas Schumacher, President & Producer of Disney Theatrical with RSP (NO STAFF) 



9/12/2017 11:07:17



Tuesday, August 22, 2017 

5:00AM 

2:00PM 

3:00PM 



9/12/2017 11:07:23



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:07:26



5:00AM 



9:30 PM - 9:30 PM   RON: New Sheridan Hotel
New Sheridan Hotel, 231 W Colorado Ave, Telluride, CO 81435

9/12/2017 11:07:28



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:07:32



5:00AM 

10:00AM 

3:00PM 

9112/2017 11:07:34 



Sunday, August 27, 2017 -
5:00AM 

6:00AM 

7:00AM 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 

_9~ ~~~s~meSecurity Pickup-9:40am 

!O:OOAM 10:00 AM- 11:30 AM Governor's Time 

11:00AM 

~!;;,~ ~ 11:45 AM _ Security PickuP- 11:30 am 

12:00 PM 

1:00PM 

1:00PM 

1:00PM 

4:00PM 

~ -:~~~o~~~YC:~:'iB..i~~n~m 
5:00PM [Fut:_PM- 6:f!O PM TAB 2 Tim Schuttz' , REMARKS® 5:15pm (POC: lynnea i ii'IDOORS, CASUAL ATIIRE (Staff: Shadrey) 

tune: 3-7prn] 
_.,,_ Civic Center Building, Denver, CO 80202, USA [2nd floor] 

6:00PM t~tM -,~;~:~en=~~r,ricku~ 6:00 _pm 

7:00PM 

8:00PM 

9:00PM 

9/12/2017 11:07:36 



Monday, August 28, 2017 

5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:07:39



5:00 AM 

3:00PM 

8:00PM 

Security Pickup- 3:00 pm 
State Fair--> Mansion 

RE (Staff : Simon) [Fun event time: 7-10 pm, you can arrive as late as 8 pm] 
House 



9/12/2017 11:07:41



5:00AM 



9:00 PM

9/12/2017 11:07:45



5:00AM 

2:00PM -2:40PM LIVE Interview on etnrs Jake Tapper HIT T1ME®2:24 PM 
Marie) 

1024 Cherokee St USA 

3:00PM 



II 
10:00 PM - 11:30 PM Security Pickup· 10:00 am 

9112/201711:07:52 



Friday, September 1, 2017 

5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:12:21



Saturday, September 2, 2017 -
~:OOAM 

6:00AM 

7:00MI 

8:00AM 

9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

12:00 PM 

1:00PM 

1:00PM 

3:00PM 

4:00PM 

5:00PM 

6:00PM 

7:00PM 

8:00PM 

9:00PM 

9/12/201711:12m 



o:OOAM 

3:00PM 

8:00PM 

9/1212D1711:12,Z5 



Monday. September 4, 2017 

o:OOAM 

3:00PM 

7:00PM 



o:OOAM 

3:00PM 

7:00PM 



Wednesday, September 6, 2017 

5:00 AM 



9/12/2017 11:12:32



5:00AM 



9/12/2017 11:12:34



Friday, September 8, 2017 



9/12/2017 11:12:38



Saturday, September 9, 2017 



9/12/2017 11:12:40



Sunday, September 10, 2017 

&:OOAM 



Monday, September 11 , 2017 

5:00AM 



II 
10:45 PM- 11:00 PM Securitv Pickuo· 10:45 om a< wbenever vou are readv to leave Soorts Authoritv Field-->-

9/12f2017 11:12:45 




