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OCT 13 2017

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/M/066708

Memorandum

To: Assistant Director, Ecological Services

From: Principal Deputy Director
Subject: State Representation on Speciés Status Assessment Teams

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) developed the Species Status Assessment (SSA)

framework as part of ongoing efforls to improve implementation of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA). This assessment is based on the best available scienti

: fic and commereial information,
which should include information from the states,

In addition, the Service’s policy regarding the role of state fish and wildlife agencies in ESA
activities requires the agency to coordinate, collaborate, and use the expertise of state agencies in
developing the scientific foundation upon which the Service bases its dete tions for |
actions. The input of states should include (but is not |

ce bases its determinations for listing
. bty . not limited to) a solicitation of state data and
research in addition to state personnel involvement in the development of $§As,
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