
From: Message from the Administrator  
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 11:07 AM 
To: Message from the Administrator <messagefromtheadministrator@epa.gov> 
Subject: Celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
  

 
  
Greetings Colleagues,  
  
On the third Monday of every January, we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, honoring the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday. Dr. King was the 

primary spokesperson for nonviolent activism related to our country’s civil rights movement of the 1960s, and we commemorate his vision and legacy of service.  
  
President Ronald Reagan signed the bill establishing Martin Luther King, Jr Day in November of 1983, and the first national MLK holiday was observed on 

January 20, 1986. By the year 2000, all 50 states across the country had enacted legislation to observe the holiday. 
  
“Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve.” Those words from Dr. King have inspired millions of Americans over the years to step up and serve. 

And they’re the words that come to mind each January, when we honor Dr King’s legacy. Each year, people across the country come together not only to 

remember his tremendous legacy, but to take action through volunteer service, to strengthen their communities and make a difference for the people around 

them. Through acts of service, Dr. King’s legacy lives on through each of us. 
  
I know that there is a strong ethic of community service within the EPA family and thank all of you who are participated in service projects in your hometowns 

across the country. 
  
Dr. King’s legacy also provides the roots for the environmental justice movement, ensuring the rights to a clean and healthy environment for all of our citizens. 
  
As we reflect on Dr. King’s contributions, let us remember how he loved this country and thoughtfully fought for freedom for all. In his August 1963 “I Have a 

Dream” speech, he proclaimed the following, which has particular meaning as we at EPA work with our state partners to protect public health and the 

environment across the United States: 
  

“So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. Let freedom ring from 

the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania. Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado. Let freedom ring from the curvaceous 

slopes of California. But not only that. Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. Let 

freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi, from every mountain side. Let freedom ring . . .” 
  
May Dr. King’s unparalleled legacy of service continue to have a lasting impact on Americans not only on the MLK holiday, but all year long. 
  
Please join me and a panel of our colleagues at EPA’s 2018 MLK event on Wednesday, January 17, 2018, at 10:30 a.m. EST: “MLK50 Forward: Together We 

Win with Love for Humanity.”  
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