BLM'S METHANE RULE IN THE COURTS

AGENCY ACTION

November 2016
Obama administration
finalizes BLM
methane rule

May 2017
Congressional Review Act
effort, supported by
Trump officials, fails to kill
methane rule

June 2017
BLM institutes “APA stay,’
delaying upcoming
compliance deadlines
for rule, using the
Administrative
Procedure Act

October 2017
BLM proposes “suspension
rule” to freeze key provisions

December 2017
BLM finalizes suspension
rule, halting key provisions

February 2018
BLM unveils third rollback
proposal, a “revision rule”
that would scrap key
provisions

September 2018
BLM announces final
revision rule

DISTRICT OF WYOMING
(OBAMA RULE)

November 2016
Industry groups and
Western states sue
over rule

January 2017
Court rejects state and
industry bid for preliminary
injunction blocking rule

February 2018

Industry, states and BLM ask
court to block key provisions

of rule after California court
revived them

April 2018
Court agrees to block key
provisions of Obama rule

10TH CIRCUIT
(OBAMA RULE)

April 2018
Rule supporters appeal
Wyoming court’s decision
refreezing key provisions

May 2018
Court considers whether to
reverse Wyoming court’s
decision and reinstate full
Obama rule

June 2018
Court declines to reinstate
full Obama rule for now but
continues to consider
arguments

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

(APA STAY)

July 2017
California, New Mexico and
environmental groups sue

over BLM’s APA stay

October 2017
Court overturns APA stay

9TH CIRCUIT
(APA STAY)

December 2017
BLM appeals California
court’s decision striking

down APA stay

March 2018
BLM drops appeal

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

(SUSPENSION RULE)

December 2017
California, New Mexico and
environmental groups sue
over BLM’s suspension rule

February 2018
Court strikes down
suspension rule, reviving
full Obama regulation

9TH CIRCUIT
(SUSPENSION RULE)

April 2018
BLM appeals February
decision that struck down
suspension rule and briefly
revived full rule

June 2018
BLM drops appeal

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
(REVISION RULE)

September 2018
California and New Mexico
sue over BLM's revised rule



