
 Coalition to Prevent Mountaintop Removal and Strip Mining of Coal and its Damage to Fish and 

Wildlife and their Habitats and Livelihoods in the  

Copper River Watershed Region of Alaska  
May 16, 2018  

 

         
Commissioner Sam Cotten            Via: dfg.commissioner@alaska.gov 
Department of Fish and Game                 sam.cotten@alaska.gov 
State of Alaska 
1255 West 8th Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 
     
Subject: Urgent Request ... that you take action to immediately initiate and soon complete an EVOS Trustee 

Council scoping and link-to-injury assessment on the proposal before you to acquire and retire the re-
maining unconserved coal in the Bering River coal field thereby protecting fish and wildlife habitats in 
the Copper/Bering/Martin River watersheds/Exxon Valdez oil spill (EVOS) region and the thousands of 
livelihoods dependent on them and restoring species and human services injured by the EVOS.  

 
Dear Commissioner Cotten: 
 
 We, members of the community of Cordova, Alaska, urgently request that you – as a State of Alaska 
member of the EVOS Trustee Council – take action to help acquire and retire the still unprotected, uncon-
served 11,000 (appx.) acres of the Bering River Coalfield.  Mining it by mountaintop removal and strip mining 
would be devastating to our community with losses of jobs, subsistence, and fish and wildlife and their habi-
tats in the eastern portion of the EVOS region. The region in which we and our families live and work includes 
the Copper River Delta Critical Habitat Area (the state’s largest CHA), Yakataga Game Refuge, the Bering 
Glacier Research Natural Area and the Chugach National Forest and a large portion of the EVOS region itself.  

We request you and your fellow Trustees to ask the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to conduct a scoping/  
desktop link-to-injury assessment (Enclosure #4), a task we understood your staff was directed to undertake at 
the November 14, 2017 meeting but has not yet. We also ask you and other Trustees, as the Trustee Council 
has done on other habitat projects, to move forward then to acquiring, with a modest portion of EVOS habitat 
funding, the remaining privately owned acres of coal in the coal field. As we understand the Council now ac-
cepts, the EVOS Restoration Plan and the Consent Decree allow the Trustees to achieve this acquisition even 
though it is just outside the designated oil spill area, notwithstanding mistaken statements by some in the past 
(Enclosure #1). 

 
We refer to here and cite the recent strong letter (Enclosure #6) from Sen. Lisa Murkowski to the Trustee 

Council requesting and supporting a link-to-injury analysis. We urge the Trustee Council to respond favorably 
to her entreaty and to ours. Sen. Murkowski stated that--"The acquisition earlier this year of the developmen-
tal rights [from Chugach Alaska Corporation, "CAC"] to 85 percent of the coal lands in the area by the Na-
ture Conservancy and the New Forests/Forest Carbon Partners on environmental grounds makes it timely 
for the Council to consider the acquisition of the remaining 11,000 acres . . . The remaining [lands] . . . owned 
by the Korea Alaska Development Co. (KADCO) . . . certainly could impact many of the hundreds of thou-
sands of acres that the council has already acquired for surface habitat protection. That is because of the 
Alaska Gyre moves water from the mouths of the Bering, Copper, and Martin Rivers directly into Prince 
William Sound's Orca Inlet, Hinchinbrook Entrance and toward the coast line of Montague Island -- all 
within the EVOS settlement program." 

Last year, CAC's carbon conservation project achieved – in perpetuity – the largest part of the task of pro-
tecting from strip mining the watershed's fish and wildlife and their habitats, critically important commercial, 
sport and subsistence fishing (and the fish processing it supports), and world-class tourism. But, this will be a 
hollow conservation achievement if the EVOS Trustee Council fails to act to prevent mining of the coal 
deposits that still remain unprotected from mining and to prevent the damage such strip mining would 
cause to species and human services injured by the EVOS. 

 



 Dr. Joe Shin, the current majority and aging shareholder of KADCO, owner of the bituminous coal in 
question, recently sent to you and to the other members of the Trustee Council a letter explaining his situation 
which will lead by the end of this month to his transferring enough of his shares to business associates to make 
them hold the majority ownership interest. They are likely to try to develop the coal rather than conserve it as 
Dr. Shin has done for many years or hold it for a later higher purchase price. We urge that you review the at-
tached copy of Dr. Shin's letter (Enclosure #2). The 11,000 acres lie within the Copper River Watershed 
(CRW) just outside the eastern boundary of the EVOS region which overlaps the CRW. It is imperative that 
Dr. Shin, the majority shareholder of KADCO receive some evidence by the Trustee Council of move-
ment toward the consideration of the potential acquisition of these coal rights before the end of May or 
this opportunity will be lost.  

 
The City Council of the City of Cordova, Alaska has expressed its strong support for the protection of 

these lands and the fish and wildlife on which so many depend through passage of its Resolution 12-15-55 
(Enclosure #5). Further, hundreds of fishermen from Cordova and the Copper River region and others in Alas-
ka and across the United States have expressed support for protecting the Copper River watershed and its 
abundant natural resources.  

   
 The potential adverse impacts on fish and wildlife, their habitat, people, jobs, subsistence, and the envi-
ronment from not conserving the Bering River coal field would be devastating to our community and the en-
tire oil spill region where the EVOS trustees have otherwise an outstanding record over the last nearly three 
decades since the 1989 oil spill. We, therefore, request your immediate, expeditious and favorable action and 
leadership to have the State of Alaska Trustees on the EVOS Trustee Council take action with their federal 
counterparts to direct the conduct of scoping and a link to injury assessment followed by having the EVOS 
trustees develop and negotiate a purchase agreement to acquire, retire and conserve the remaining approxiately 
11,000 acres of unconserved coal in the Bering River Coal Field.          

 
Sincerely, 

                            
  Clay Koplin                 Kristin Carpenter 
Clay Koplin, Mayor         Kristin Carpenter, Executive Director 
City of Cordova, Alaska 99574       Copper River Watershed Project 
mayor@cityofcordova.net        511 1st St., Cordova, Alaska 99574 
             Kristin@copperriver.org 
  Steve Ranney              Derek Blake   
Steve Ranney, Owner         Derek Blake 
Orca Adventure Lodge          Prince William Sound & 
Cordova, Alaska 99574           Copper River Fisherman 
orcaadventurelodge@gmail.com       akderek@gmail.com 
  Sam Fejes                    Patience Andersen Faulkner 
Master Alaska Guide, Member       Patience Andersen Faulkner 
Board of Directors, Alaska               Alaska Native and Subsistence User 
Professional Hunters Association      Resident, Cordova, Alaska 99574 
fejesguideservice@fejesguideserice.com        andersenpatc@ctcak.net 
  Jerry McCune                  Dune Lankard 
Jerry McCune, President          Dune Lankard 
Cordova District Fishermen United       Prince William Sound & 
509 1st St., Cordova, Alaska 99574      Copper River Fisherman, Eyak Native & Founder 
www.cdfu.org            Native Conservancy Land Trust 
             dunelankard@gmail.com      
Enclosures:     1. Point by Point Paper Responding to Matters Raised by Some, May 15, 2018     
   2. Letter from KADCO Majority Shareholder Joe Shin, April 21, 2018 
   3. Background Info on the Copper/Bering/Martin River Watershed Initiative, January 2018 

 4. Link to Injury Paper, January 2018 with maps 
          5. Resolution 12-15-55, City Council of Cordova, Alaska, December 15, 2015 
   6. Letter from Sen. Lisa Murkowski to the EVOS Trustee Council, October 20, 2017  
cc:   Governor Bill Walker, State of Alaska; bill.walker@alaska.gov; ira.slomski-pritz@alaska.gov 
 Lt. Gov. Byron Mallott, State of Alaska; byron.mallott@alaska.gov 
 Senator Lisa Murkowski, Senator Dan Sullivan and Congressman Don Young 
 David Rogers, Director of Habitat, Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
 Elise Hsieh, Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council; elise.hsieh@alaska.gov 
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