
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Donald Beyer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Beyer: 

DEC 1 2 2018 

OFFICE OF 
INSPECTOR GENERAL 

Thank you for your April 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency' s (EPA' s) 
Office of Inspector General (OIG) requesting that we review allegations related to former EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt receiving a below-market rate on a condominium lease from Vicki and Steven 
Hart. You noted that Mr. Hart was the chairman of a firm that lobbies regarding issues over which the 
EPA has jurisdiction. You also asked that we review an allegation of possible misconduct surrounding 
the EPA's Office of General Counsel and its ethics justification of the below-market lease. 

Relating to your request, the OIG sent you an interim response dated April 9, 2018. We also opened two 
investigations relevant to your request: 

• Case number OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0086 involved whether Mr. Pruitt' s lodging agreement with a 
lobbyist ' s wife constituted a gift. 

• Case number OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0087 involved whether EPA ethics officials were improperly 
pressured into rendering opinions pertaining to Mr. Pruitt' s lodging agreement. 

For the first case above, the OIG initiated ail investigation that included interviewing witnesses, 
collecting and reviewing records, and coordinating with the U:S. Office of Government Ethics. 
Investigations of administrative misconduct allegations may result in administrative disciplinary action 
up to and including removal. Mr. Pruitt' s resignation, therefore, precludes his being subject to any such 
disciplinary action. Consequently, upon Mr. Pruitt's resignation, and after consulting with both the 
Office of Government Ethics and the Department of Justice, the investigation was closed with 
inconclusive findings. 

For the second case above, OIG investigators conducted interviews with EPA ethics officials who stated 
that they did not feel pressured into rendering opinions pertaining to Mr. Pruitt' s lodging agreement. 
Further, a review of applicable documents identified no facts supporting the allegation. We found that 
the allegation was not supported. 

If you would like to obtain copies of the investigative records specific to these cases, please submit a 
formal request to me on congressional letterhead. 



We appreciate your interest in the work of the OIG. A similar letter is being sent to Representative Lieu. 
If you have additional questions about this or any other matter, please contact Jennifer Kaplan, Deputy 
Assistant Inspector General for Congressional and Public Affairs, at (202) 566-0918. 

Sincerely, 

u/w~ crLf~ 
Charles J~heehan 
Acting Inspector General 


