
 
  
Colleagues, 
  
I would like to share with you several personnel changes here at Headquarters. 
  
Henry Darwin will be stepping down from the Acting Deputy Administrator role on September 1 to concentrate on the deployment of EPA’s 
Lean Management System (ELMS).  Henry will assume his original position of Assistant Deputy Administrator and will be working out of 
EPA’s Arizona office, where he will work to integrate ELMS with the requirements set forth in the Government Performance and Results Act 
(GPRA), the GPRA Modernization Act, and the recently effective Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act.  Given the amount of 
time he already spends traveling to the regional offices to deploy ELMS, his relocation to Phoenix should not impact his ability to help us 
become even more effective in carrying out our very important mission. In addition, Henry will be here at headquarters on a regular basis.  
  
After over two years at EPA, Veronica Darwin left the agency on August 9.  She has returned to Arizona to resume working for the State of 
Arizona.  While at EPA, Veronica managed implementation of the Superfund Task Force recommendations, and led other Administrator 
priorities like children’s health, and the development of the action plan for lead. These key initiatives will remain Administrator priorities, 
however Veronica’s leadership will be greatly missed. 
  
Also, I am pleased to announce that Doug Benevento will be taking on a senior leadership role at EPA and become the Associate Deputy 
Administrator. Doug was formerly the Regional Administrator in Region 8 and currently serves as Senior Counselor for Regional Management 
and State Affairs. Doug brings a wealth of experience to his new position, both from his work at EPA and having worked in the public and 
private sectors, including at the Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment.  Along with his other new duties, he will continue 
to manage the regions and serve in an ombudsman role between the regions and national programs on the implementation of Agency priorities.  
  
Please join me in wishing Henry and Veronica well as they transition back to Arizona to be with family and congratulating Doug on his new 
important role.  
  
Andrew Wheeler 
Administrator 
  

 


