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"Hardgrove, Stephen" < @doioig.gov>

From: "Hardgrove, Stephen" < @doioig.gov>
Sent: Tue May 28 2019 14:19:06 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: OIG_ALL_OIG_Employees < @doioig.gov>
Subject: Message from IG Gail. S. Ennis

Greetings,

Last week the President appointed me to be the acting Inspector General for the Department of the
Interior. This appointment is in addition to my position as the IG for the Social Security Administration, to
which I was confirmed in January 2019. I recognize that my acting IG appointment may come as a
surprise as there is a current nominee going through the Senate confirmation process for the IG position,
and as current OIG senior executives were in position to lead the agency until the permanent IG was
confirmed. 

My appointment should not be viewed as any indication that Mark Greenblatt’s confirmation will not
occur, or that it may not happen quickly, nor should it be viewed as reflecting negatively on your senior
executives’ abilities. With the retirement of Mary Kendall last Friday, the top two senior positions for the
OIG became vacant. The White House Counsel, who oversees the Inspector General assignments,
conferred with CIGIE leadership and decided to recommend to the President that a temporary acting IG
be named. They believed it was important that a Senate-confirmed IG be put in place not knowing the
timeline for the ongoing confirmation process.

Today I met with the OIG senior leadership and they provided a high-level briefing of the organization
and areas of responsibilities. I will do my best to get up to speed quickly on the many ongoing projects
and issues. I assure you no sweeping changes are in the works and my intent is to provide support and
assistance. I am already impressed with how your work and expertise is valued by your senior
executives.

My plan is to spend most Mondays and Tuesdays with DOI-OIG at Main Interior, and the remainder of
my time with SSA-OIG in Baltimore.  I look forward to meeting and working with you and learning more
about the OIG in the upcoming weeks.

 

Gail S. Ennis
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