
From: Council of Inspectors General < .GOV> On
Behalf Of Horowitz, Michael E.(OIG)
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 4:39 PM
To: .GOV
Subject: Appointment of Gail Ennis as Acting IG at Interior
 
Dear Fellow IGs,
 
I wanted to let you know that we informed by the White House Counsel’s
Office today that the President had appointed SSA IG Gail Ennis to also
serve as the Acting IG at Interior OIG in light of Mary Kendall’s decision
to accept the position of Deputy IG at Amtrak OIG.  Mary has done an
amazing job serving as the Acting IG (and as the Deputy IG with the
authority of the IG) for many years now at Interior (somewhere between 7
and 10 years, depending on what year you pick as the starting point!), so
a special thanks to Mary for his dedicated service to the community and
we look forward to continuing to work with her in her new position at
Amtrak OIG.  And many thanks to Gail for her willingness to serve in both
of these positions while we await the hopeful confirmation of Mark
Greenblatt as the permanent Interior IG. 
 
For your information, this is not the first time that an IG has
simultaneously served as a confirmed IG and an Acting IG at the same
time – both Gordon Heddell and Jon Rymer agreed to do so during their
tenures as IGs.  I believe this is an effective solution to the challenge of
appointing, consistent with the vacancy act, an Acting IG where an OIG is
lacking both an IG and a Deputy IG.  It also reflects positively on the
discussions and interactions that we continue to have with the White
House Counsel’s Office on vacancy act appointments, as well as on IG
nominees and other issues.  As you know from our monthly meetings, the
White House Counsel previously intervened, after discussions with
CIGIE, to avoid having Acting IGs at Education and Interior appointed
that would have raised significant independence concerns.  So I was very
pleased to learn from the WH Counsel’s Office that the President had
selected someone from within the IG community to serve as the Acting
IG at Interior with Mary’s departure.
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions, and enjoy
the holiday weekend,
Michael

Stephen Hardgrove < @doioig.gov>

From: Stephen Hardgrove < @doioig.gov>
Sent: Sat May 25 2019 14:46:31 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Scott Culver < @doioig.gov>
Subject: Re: Acting IG Announcement

Yeah, I got a call Thursday from White House Council. He tried to sell me on the idea it would
help “protect” us and it wasn’t a vote of no confidence. I politely called BS. I spoke to the
incoming and she sounded nice so perhaps it will work out. 
The OI meeting I scheduled Tuesday is to brief her up on cases.
Have a good weekend and hope business is good.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (5), (b) (6)

(b) (5), (b) (6)



Steve

On May 25, 2019, at 4:37 PM, Scott Culver < @doioig.gov> wrote:

Wow. I didn’t see that one coming. 
See you Tuesday. 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 24, 2019, at 6:59 PM, Stephen Hardgrove
< @doioig.gov> wrote:

CIGIE put out an announcement to the IGs regarding the appointment of
Gail Ennis as the Acting IG for Interior. She is the IG at Social Security
and will continue in that role as well. She will begin with our shop on
Tuesday morning. Several of you got meeting invites today for Tuesday.
Now you know why.

We will put out an announcement on Tuesday morning to staff and
others.

Steve
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