
From: Stepp, Cathy <stepp.cathy@epa.gov>  
Sent: Monday, January 06, 2020 3:06 PM 
Subject: Important Announcement from the Regional Administrator 

Dear Colleagues, 

It’s with a whirlwind of emotions that I share some news with you all today. 

I have been presented with a professional opportunity that will get me back to Missouri so I can once 
again be home with my husband and son.  While I love my position here in Region 5, I’m looking forward 
to a more stable and predictable work schedule that isn’t 9 hours from my family!  

The last 2 years have  been rewarding, enriching, and humbling.  I have been privileged to have a front 
row seat and back stage pass to the work you do every day to protect the public.  So many of you have 
shared your knowledge and expertise with me. Equally important has been the sharing of your passion 
for our mission.  You have made me a better person, not just professionally, but personally as well. 
What an honor it has been to sing your songs of success from podiums across the region and in D.C. 
While this region has had and will continue to face challenges on the ground, I know with certainty we 
have the best staff in the country to work through them.   

My many thanks to our senior management team for their guidance, support and candor over the 
years.  The long days, late night calls and meetings and their willingness to be solution-oriented serve 
the region well.  We have focused on filling vacancies during my tenure, including key senior leadership 
positions.  I anticipate you will hear about additional leadership announcements very soon. 

Thank you to those of you who have stepped up to serve in acting or detail roles.  You have broadened 
the perspectives of those of us on the 19th floor and helped us to stay grounded in how to best support 
our staff during challenging times.  

My last day with the agency will be Friday, January 17.  I would be so thankful if I could have the 
opportunity to say farewell and show my appreciation to as many of you as possible before I 
depart.  We’re organizing an informal “Open House” on Thursday, January 16th from 10:00-11:30 am, in 
the Lake Michigan Room that will include cake and coffee! If you can’t make it during that window, 
please pop up to the 19th floor to my office prior to my departure. 

Administrator Wheeler expressed his understanding of the importance of stability and a seamless 
transition.  There will be an exciting announcement regarding my successor shortly.   

It has been my honor to stand beside you, behind you, and even in front of you! Keep shining from 
Region 5 and ensuring our reputation as the Best of the Best! 

God bless each of you in your personal and professional lives.  

Cathy Stepp 

Regional Administrator, USEPA Region 5 
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