
 

 

 
 
 

March X, 2020 
 
 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker       Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232, The Capitol      H-204, The Capitol    
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Minority Leader McCarthy: 
 
We write today as Members of the Bipartisan Working Group and our colleagues, representing 
diverse constituencies across the United States in 20 congressional districts, to urge leadership to 
adopt an infrastructure package that streamlines regulations and authorizes new investments 
directly to affected communities.  
 
As you are aware, the  United States currently faces a $2 trillion deficit in our nation’s 
infrastructure and the American Society of Civil Engineers has given our infrastructure system a 
near failing grade of D+.1  The current state of disrepair of our infrastructure— defined as the 
physical structures and facilities needed for the operation of modern society, including roads, 
bridges, railways, airports, water, wastewater, energy transmission, power supplies, pipelines and 
broadband systems—has compromised the health, safety and mobility of the public. And the 
estimated annual cost of substandard infrastructure to the average American household is 
$3,400.2  
 
It has been nearly 70 years since the construction of the Eisenhower interstate highway system, 
when the federal government made a heroic national investment in America’s infrastructure. So, 
for the sake of protecting public safety, upgrading America’s channels of commerce, and 
boosting economic growth across every community in this nation—rural, suburban and urban—
the time has come to rebuild our nation’s aging and crumbling infrastructure.   
 
We urge House leadership, on both sides of the aisle, to consider the following proposals to 
address the nation’s urgent infrastructure needs:  
 

1. Streamline Regulations to Expedite Project Approval without Sacrificing Important 
Standards.   

 
Regulatory reform is vital to any long-term infrastructure overhaul. Streamlining and simplifying 
the permitting process would limit delays ensuring projects can get off the ground at a reduced 
cost, without sacrificing quality. A recent study found that a six-year delay in the start of U.S. 

                                                            
1American Society of Civil Engineers. America’s Infrastructure Grade. https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/americas-grades/  
2 American Society of Civil Engineers. Economic Impact. https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/the-impact/economic-impact/  



 

 

infrastructure projects would cost $3.7 trillion—double what is needed to modernize America’s 
infrastructure over the next decade.3 As that study concluded, “[t]o rebuild its infrastructure, 
America must first rebuild its legal infrastructure so that vital projects can move forward.”  We 
propose the following reforms to streamline the project approval process to maximize the return 
for taxpayers and private investors.  
 
• Establish a “one-stop shop” or a lead federal agency to coordinate and determine the scope and 

adequacy of environmental reviews and issue permits for interstate projects to avoid 
duplicative processes, redundant analyses and jurisdictional conflicts. This would give the 
Executive Branch authority to designate a single, politically accountable federal agency 
responsible for streamlining approvals.  

 
• Direct the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) to better align and coordinate federal 

environmental assessments, expedite review of high priority projects and enforce existing CEQ 
regulations for permitting review deadlines.  

 
• Ensure permitting reviews to focus on material issues of impact and possible alternatives to 

prioritize net overall impact as the most important finding without compromising the integrity 
of the environmental review process.   

 
• Strengthen prudential guidelines for judicial review of permitting decisions, reducing litigation 

risk and boosting the presumption in favor of infrastructure projects. 
 

2. Leverage Modernization of the Federal Motor Fuels Excise Tax and Study the 
Transition to a User Fee System.  

 
To invite greater state, local and private investment in infrastructure, we propose to capitalize the 
Highway Trust Fund and increase the nation’s overall investment in infrastructure by 
modernizing and updating the federal motor fuels excise tax. The following measures are 
designed to attract broad bipartisan support and ensure all users of our transportation system are 
contributing to the effort.  
 
• Modernize and update federal motor fuels excise tax, which has not changed since 1993.  

Because the excise tax is not pegged to inflation, its purchasing power has eroded significantly 
to the point where the tax is worth more than 40 percent less than in 1993.4  

 
• Establish a pilot program to study the transition to a user fee system or other alternatives that 

would most equitably capture all types of vehicles, including low-emissions or electric 
vehicles. 

 

                                                            
3 Common Good. Redesigning Infrastructure Approvals. Pg. 5 https://www.commongood.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/07/2YearsNot10Years.pdf  
4 Peter G. Peterson Foundation. https://www.pgpf.org/blog/2018/12/its-been-25-years-since-we-last-raised-the-gas-tax-and-its-
purchasing-power-has-eroded  



 

 

• Leverage increased public investment in infrastructure by conditioning eligibility for additional 
federal funds on significant matching commitments from state and local governments and 
public-private partnerships.  

 
3. Authorize A Short-Term Community Directed Infrastructure Grant Program. 

  
Infrastructure needs are highly localized and therefore, local communities need to be involved 
with how projects are funded with federal dollars. For this reason, we encourage the 
development of a community directed infrastructure grant program that will assure our 
constituents that their hard-earned tax dollars will be returned to them through investments in the 
roads, bridges, and water that they use every day. Specifically, we propose the following 
demonstration program, which would sunset after five years and be subject to an audit by the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) with a report to Congress: 
 
Each Congressional District would receive annually through the end of the authorization a 
community directed infrastructure block grant for projects determined and directed by local 
communities. The following eligibility parameters would apply: 
 

• Projects must exhibit demonstrable community need and support. 
• Projects must enhance public health and safety and/or promote economic growth. 
• Only public entities are eligible for funding. 
• Projects must be accompanied by a clear financial plan for success. 
• Projects must be sponsored by each Member of Congress and published on their 

website. 
 

4. Address Gaps in Access to Rural Broadband 
 

Rural communities throughout the United States currently lack reliable access to high speed 
broadband. As Congress considers infrastructure legislation that seeks to better connect our 
nation, it is critical we put forward solutions that support increased wireless connectivity in our 
Districts. We must ensure policies support the efficient distribution of resources to unserved and 
underserved communities so local businesses and families can participate in the fast-growing 
array of educational, professional, agricultural, and health opportunities online. In order to bridge 
the digital divide between urban, rural, and even the most remote communities where our 
constituents live, proposed infrastructure legislation should work to: 
 
• Support the goals of the Digital Opportunity Data Collection rulemaking to update broadband 

data collection, mapping, and validation processes and improve the granularity of the National 
Broadband Map.    
 

• Invest in training opportunities for electric co-operative boards and public utility districts to 
educate them on how they can be instrumental in both revealing existing gaps in broadband 
coverage and partnering in broadband deployment.   

 



 

 

• Engage with state and local governments to improve cooperation to ensure communities are 
not disqualified from local broadband funding solely because they are eligible for or 
beneficiaries of federal resources.  

 
We look forward to working with each of you and ultimately voting on a responsibly paid-for 
infrastructure package that will enhance public safety, rebuild America’s channels of commerce, 
and lay the foundation for more jobs and economic growth over the long term. 
 
 
 
     Sincerely,  
 
 
 
________________________    ________________________ 
 

Andy Barr 

Derek Kilmer 

Scott Peters 

Susan Brooks 

Kathleen Rice 

Dan Newhouse 

Salud Carbajal  

John Rutherford 

Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Anthony Gonzalez 

Seth Moulton 

Steve Stivers  

Jimmy Panetta 

GT Thompson  

Brad Schneider 

Dan Meuser 

Peter Welch  

Don Bacon 

Stephanie Murphy  

Denver Riggleman 


