
 
April 1, 2020 

 

The Honorable Steven Mnuchin 

Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, D.C. 20220 

 

The Honorable Alex Azar 

Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker of the United States House of Representatives 
1236 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell  

Majority Leader United States Senate  

317 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Delivered via electronic mail only: 
 

To Secretary Mnuchin, Secretary Azar, Madam Speaker Pelosi, and Leader McConnell:  

 

We are writing to plead for increased funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

While we are grateful for recent boosts in funding over the past three years, Louisiana still receives one of the lowest 

allotments of the Gulf Coast states. Now, as our core industries of travel, hospitality, and service continue to shed jobs 

with no clearly identifiable rebound, we expect the need for utility bill payment assistance to drastically rise. Thank 

you for providing $900 million for LIHEAP in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, 

which will provide increased funds for Louisiana and New Orleans, but we would respectfully request that you also 

provide additional LIHEAP funding in a future stimulus package to continue to provide support for vulnerable 
households affected by the crisis. 

 

The pandemic crisis currently gripping the country is particularly being felt in New Orleans, which has among the 

highest per capita COVID-19 mortality and infection rates. We thank you and your members for your work to advance 

the CARES Act, which will begin to provide some immediate relief to our people. However, in a city like New Orleans 

where our leading industries are based in tourism and service, the current economic impacts of reduced domestic and 

international travel – combined with stay-at-home orders at the state and local levels – signal we are only beginning 

to understand the long-term economic damage.  Already, Louisiana has the 3rd most unemployment filers in the past  

 



 

 

 

week in a nation of exploding claims, with numbers of recently jobless in and around New Orleans poised to climb. 
Our city and region will feel the downturn even more acutely than others around the country. Before the onset of the 

pandemic, Louisiana, particularly the greater New Orleans area, maintained one of the highest levels of economic 

insecurity in the country. This financial uncertainty directly translates to the inability of the average New Orleanian to 

afford their utility bills. According to the U.S. Census, Louisiana’s poverty rate is the third highest in the nation at 

18.6%. By comparison, the national is average is 11.8%. Power is of course an indispensable need in our city. As the 

temperatures continue to rise into our typically hot summer, the newly jobless will face additional harm if they cannot 

afford basic services to maintain their health and safety.  

 

As you know, LIHEAP doesn’t just benefit the jobless and the vulnerable. It also helps to bolster and stabilize our 

local utility, ensuring reliable and affordable service can continue without significant financial interruptions. This is 
vital for our community and for the future of economic opportunity in our region. Additionally, Entergy and Entergy 

New Orleans have 6,000 direct and indirect employees in the greater New Orleans area, helping to drive shared and 

sustainable economic growth in our region. 

 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration to provide Louisiana with additional LIHEAP funding. We hope you will 

consider the acute and unfortunately unique issues we face in New Orleans as a center of this pandemic from both 

health and economic standpoints. 

 

With gratitude for your continued leadership during this difficult time, 
                                        

                                          
Helena Moreno       David D. Ellis 

New Orleans City Council President    President and CEO  

        Entergy New Orleans, LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

Logan Atkinson-Burke      Andreanecia M. Morris 
Executive Director      Executive Director – HousingNOLA 

Alliance for Affordable Energy    President/Chairwoman – GNO Housing Alliance 

 

CC:  

Senator Bill Cassidy, M.D.  

Senator John Kennedy  

Representative Steve Scalise, Louisiana 1st District  

Representative Cedric Richmond, Louisiana 2nd District  

Representative Clay Higgins, Louisiana 3rd District  

Representative Mike Johnson, Louisiana 4th District  

Representative Ralph Abraham, Louisiana 5th District  

Representative Garrett Graves, Louisiana 6th District 

Governor John Bel Edwards  

Mayor Latoya Cantrell  
 


