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April 2, 2020 
 
 
 
The Honorable Michael F. Bennet 
United States Senate 
261 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Dear Senator Bennet: 
 
Thank you for your letter of March 13, 2020 regarding the ability of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Forest Service to support communities challenged by Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) under the Presidential emergency declaration. 
 
The Forest Service supports State, local, and tribal governments responses to emergencies or major 
disasters declared by the President.  We accomplish this through the processes and procedures defined 
by the National Response Framework and under the authority of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act).  During a declared emergency under the Stafford Act, 
States request support through the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA), the lead 
federal agency tasked with issuing mission assignments to other federal agencies.  
 
The Forest Service stands ready as the primary lead agency for Federal coordination of Emergency 
Support Function (ESF) #4 (Firefighting).  The Forest Service coordinates and staffs ESF #4 with the 
support of the U.S. Department of the Interior and serves as the face of wildland and structural 
firefighting resources to FEMA and other involved agencies. 
 
Additionally, the Forest Service Law Enforcement and Investigation (LEI) staff provides personnel, 
equipment, and supplies in response to declared major disasters and emergencies through ESF #13 
(Public Safety and Security).  Forest Service LEI staff are currently deployed to assist Health and 
Human Services at COVID-19 screening and quarantine centers. 
 
As a nation, we must remain vigilant, pull together, and do what needs to be done for the American 
people.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture is working every day to protect the health and wellbeing 
of Americans, respond to the COVID-19 emergency and support communities in need.  
 

Sincerely,  

 
Sonny Perdue 
Secretary 

 


