
December 21, 2020 

Governor Gavin Newsom 
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

We write at a critical time for the State of California to thank you for your ongoing 
leadership on climate change and to urge you to take several immediate steps to 
launch the offshore wind industry in 2021 and advance implementation of SB 100. 

At this challenging time, the impacts of climate change are felt by so many families 
and communities across our state. The devastating fire season brought climate 
change to the here and now, and the unfortunate summer power outages 
provided a clear demonstration of why offshore wind, which supplies power 
consistently in late hours of the day and during summer months, must be part of 
California’s reliable clean energy portfolio. East Coast states, having determined 
years ago that offshore wind will be essential to achieving their clean energy goals, 
launched the offshore wind industry in the Atlantic through decisive gubernatorial 
leadership. By planning for offshore wind and other diverse resources today, 
California can break out of the cycle of emergency and short-term planning that 
has troubled us in the last several years. 

Our organizations collectively represent the entire wind industry engaged in 
California. We have been actively involved in state clean energy policy and 
planning as well as the federal offshore energy siting processes. Today we see an 
urgent need and a significant opportunity for offshore wind to be part of California’s 
future resource portfolio.  

When President-elect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris are sworn in on January 
20, 2021, they will immediately direct resources and policy initiatives to advance 
clean energy, including potential goals for siting renewables on and in federal lands 
and waters. A change in leadership at the Departments of Defense and the Interior 
offers an opportunity to work together to resolve sea-space conflicts for offshore 
wind siting in California. A partnership between the Newsom and Biden 
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administrations could swiftly bring about an offshore wind auction in California, 
delivering a major signal of ongoing commitment to collaboration in pursuit of state 
and national clean energy goals. However, this will not happen without your clear 
commitment and visible leadership. To remain a leader in clean energy and climate 
mitigation, and to meet future ambitious national clean energy objectives, 
California must plan for and procure a diverse renewable portfolio that includes 
offshore wind at large scale. 
 
Therefore, we ask that you take the following steps before President-elect Biden 
takes office in January 2021:  
 

● Communicate clearly to the Biden transition team that California will need at 
least 10 GW of offshore wind.  
 

● Request that the Biden-Harris administration direct the U.S. DOI Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) to hold an offshore wind lease auction 
in the Morro Bay and Humboldt Call Areas by the end of 2021. This is a critical 
step, which will provide momentum for further investment and planning and 
will raise funds for the U.S. Treasury. In December 2016, BOEM held three 
auctions off the coast of Massachusetts; each lease was sold at $135 million, 
with those funds going directly to the U.S. Treasury. 
 

● Direct your administration to convene the Joint State-Federal OSW Task Force 
to reaffirm the original Morro Bay and Humboldt BOEM Call Areas and solicit 
comments on BOEM’s proposed wind energy areas. 
 

● Work with Congress and the Biden-Harris administration to resolve sea-space 
conflicts on the Central Coast with the DOD/Navy in early 2021. This should 
involve: 
o Protecting the military mission in the Point Mugu Sea Range, south of 

Morro Bay;  
o A lease auction in 2021 in Morro Bay with space for three 120 square-mile 

offshore wind projects (for a total of roughly 3 GW offshore wind 
development); and 

o Ensuring no long-term constraints for offshore wind development in the 
Morro Bay sea-space planning area (an additional ~400 square miles 
primarily west of the Morro Bay call area). 
 

● Request CPUC action to ensure immediate planning for transmission 
upgrades to support the delivery of offshore wind and other renewable 
resources from central California to Southern California coastal load centers 
and embark on planning for delivery of offshore wind from northern 
California. 
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● Direct the California Energy Commission and California Public Utilities
Commission to fully study and complete a comprehensive plan for offshore
wind as part of California’s energy future that addresses development
milestones, permitting, and required infrastructure by January 2022.

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to further discussion on this 
request. 

Offshore wind is an ideal renewable resource for California. The floating technology 
needed for California’s deep waters has been proven at the commercial scale in 
both Europe and Asia. The growth of floating offshore wind worldwide is quickly 
accelerating, with 17,000 MW expected to be installed by 2034. We believe that 
with a commitment to scale and a plan to achieve it, California could establish itself 
as a global supply chain and innovation leader for the floating offshore wind 
industry, thereby producing tens of thousands of sustained, high-quality jobs for 
Californians. 

To achieve this vision, we must immediately incorporate offshore wind into 
California’s future resource portfolio and secure adequate sea-space for California 
installations. The time to act is now. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Kirshner-Rodriguez 
Western Director  
The Business Network for Offshore Wind 
916.715.3037  
nancy@offshorewindus.org  

Danielle Osborn Mills 
Director 
American Clean Power - California 
916.320.7584 
danielle@renewableenergystrat.com 

Adam Stern 
Executive Director 
Offshore Wind California 
510.681.4483 
adam.stern@offshorewindca.org 

Nancy Rader 
Executive Director 
California Wind Energy Association 
510.845.5077 x1 
nrader@calwea.org 
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