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sean mitchell <smittchy@gmail.com>

RE: EXT: Fwd: Fw: Milliken response to PFAS question
1 message

David Eskew <David.Eskew@milliken.com> Thu, Jul 30, 2020 at 10:16 AM
To: Sean Mitchell <smittchy@gmail.com>
Cc: Drew Child <Drew.Child@milliken.com>

Sean,

 

Thank you again for allowing me a few days to get back from my trip to CA and dig out of some of these emails that
started piling up.  I have copied Drew Child, PhD, PMP, who is very knowledgeable in this area.  He is my “go to” on
discussions like this.  

As mentioned before it would be great if could we get a day and time scheduled for a call for all of us to be on the phone
together to discuss all of the below.  We could do it via email, but I think that history shows that sometimes more
information creates more (and better) questions, which leads to a voice call or zoom call being the best approach for
collaborative discussion.

 

Sean, let us know when you might have some time and Drew and I will do our best to move our schedules around to be
free.

 

Thank you very much and we look forward to hearing back from you soon!

Sincerely,
David

 

From: Sean Mitchell <smittchy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 9:04 PM
To: David Eskew <David.Eskew@Milliken.com>
Subject: EXT: Fwd: Fw: Milliken response to PFAS question

 

Hello David,

 

I appreciate your response and I've moved over to my personal email, I just use the other one in case I've inadvertently
signed myself up for spam. I have some questions so I have broken your email up in the red text below, with my
questions after in black. I hope that is ok. 

 

  Thank you very much for the email inquiry about PFAS free fabrics for Turnout Gear.  This is definitely a widely talked
about discussion at this time.  First, I would like to answer your question as directly as possible.  Milliken is working on
and has developed some outer shell fabrics which do not contain chemicals that would be included in the PFAS grouping
or classifications.   The chemistries that typically might be in the PFAS grouping or classification would typically be used in
durable water repellent (DWR) finishes which are applied to the surface of the fabric.  We have sampled some of these
fabrics with these PFAS-free finishes into the market and they are being evaluated currently.   
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Would you be able to tell me what MIlliken is using to replace the PFAS chemicals in the trial gear? When do you expect
to have the results of those samples? 

 

 

Next what I would say is that not all PFAS chemicals are bad.  For more information on this I would offer a white paper
recently published by a couple of our leading scientists and researchers.  I have included that white paper as an
attachment for you to read, but you can also find it on our website in the resource section - ResQ.milliken.com  

 

Is it true that not all PFAS chemicals are bad? Or would it be more correct to say that some PFAS chemicals are not as
bad as others? I'm afraid that 10-20 years from now we will know more, and wish we had done more while we had the
opportunity. I appreciate you including the white paper. I have already read that document and was struck by the
references to the safety of C6. References 17, 18, and 19, are offered as scientific proof that C6 is well-studied and has
been found to be extremely safe. When I researched those referenced studies I found that every person involved in them
either works for (or previously worked for) DuPont or Environ (Ramboll) which has a clear association with DuPont. Are
there any other studies of C6 that prove its safety which you could share? Preferably not done by the people who make
it. 

  I would also mention that the moisture barrier is made with PFAS materials as well.  So this is not just an outer shell
discussion.  At this time, I do not know of a solution to get PFAS materials out of the moisture barrier, but that is a project
for those manufacturers and I am sure that WL Gore and Stedfast are working on that.  

I have spoken with a representative from WL Gore and he also spent a lot of time explaining that PFAS chemicals are not
all bad. He also sent me a document as evidence, that was also written by DuPont employees. So there is a common
theme here that is making me a bit skeptical.

 

So to answer your question, I would say, there is work being done at the manufacturer level to try and remove chemistries
that contain PFAS, however there is still work to be done.

I'm happy to hear this. I hope that the fire service puts more pressure on those manufacturers to speed this work up. Not
only to reduce our exposure, but to ensure that the environment isn't unnecessarily impacted.

  As we all know, the Fire Service, wants to make sure that contaminants are being removed from the gear during
washing and if cancer causing contaminants are not being readily removed during washing due to the replacement of
PFAS containing chemistries, then are we doing the right thing?  

If our gear is MADE with cancer-causing chemicals, without our knowledge or consent, are we doing the right thing? Is a
white paper which cites studies written by the people with a clear interest in the results the right thing? I have to wear this
gear every day, shouldn't I be the one to make that decision? 

  As you read the attached white paper you will see that PFOA and PFOS are materials that are not good.  These
materials are classified under the big umbrella of PFAS, but again, not all PFAS materials are bad.  So eliminating the
ones that are bad  - PFOA and PFOS is a move in the right direction.  Eliminating everything together under one big
umbrella, may not be our best option.   But time will tell  

Another textile company recently told me that PFOA is safe. I hope you can understand why I am a bit upset with the
answers I'm getting. As I said, I wear this gear every day, and I have for the last 16 years. I've worn it into kindergarten
classes, nursing homes, ambulances, and residences. Never once was I told what chemicals were in my gear or how I
should handle it. Time will certainly tell, but I may not have time to wait. I suggest that instead of touting the safety of
chemicals that have not been adequately studied, you and the rest of the industry get together and offer us an
alternative. 

Thanks for your time and please let me know when your outer shells have been approved. 

Sean

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Sean Mitchell <seanmitchell17@hotmail.com>
Date: Sun, Jul 26, 2020 at 10:09 PM
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Subject: Fw: Milliken response to PFAS question
To: smittchy@gmail.com <smittchy@gmail.com>

 

From: David Eskew <David.Eskew@Milliken.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2020 10:02:54 PM
To: seanmitchell17@hotmail.com <seanmitchell17@hotmail.com>
Subject: Milliken response to PFAS question

 

Sean,

Thank you very much for the email inquiry about PFAS free fabrics for Turnout Gear.  This is definitely a widely talked
about discussion at this time.  First, I would like to answer your question as directly as possible.  Milliken is working on
and has developed some outer shell fabrics which do not contain chemicals that would be included in the PFAS grouping
or classifications.   The chemistries that typically might be in the PFAS grouping or classification would typically be used in
durable water repellent (DWR) finishes which are applied to the surface of the fabric.  We have sampled some of these
fabrics with these PFAS-free finishes into the market and they are being evaluated currently. 

 

 

Next what I would say is that not all PFAS chemicals are bad.  For more information on this I would offer a white paper
recently published by a couple of our leading scientists and researchers.  I have included that white paper as an
attachment for you to read, but you can also find it on our website in the resource section - ResQ.milliken.com

 

I would also mention that the moisture barrier is made with PFAS materials as well.  So this is not just an outer shell
discussion.  At this time, I do not know of a solution to get PFAS materials out of the moisture barrier, but that is a project
for those manufacturers and I am sure that WL Gore and Stedfast are working on that.

 

So to answer your question, I would say, there is work being done at the manufacturer level to try and remove chemistries
that contain PFAS, however there is still work to be done.

 

As I mentioned before not all PFAS materials are bad.  Some of them give products performance characteristics which
are quite meaningful for the end user.  For instance, some of the chemistries that contain PFAS allow the stains and dirt
and grime and contaminants to be removed from the outer shell fabric during washing.  The industry does not yet know
how well these outer shell fabrics will perform in washability and cleanliness without the use of some of these PFAS
materials.  That being said, again, there is evaluation ongoing right now.

 

As we all know, the Fire Service, wants to make sure that contaminants are being removed from the gear during washing
and if cancer causing contaminants are not being readily removed during washing due to the replacement of PFAS
containing chemistries, then are we doing the right thing?

 

As you read the attached white paper you will see that PFOA and PFOS are materials that are not good.  These materials
are classified under the big umbrella of PFAS, but again, not all PFAS materials are bad.  So eliminating the ones that are
bad  - PFOA and PFOS is a move in the right direction.  Eliminating everything together under one big umbrella, may not
be our best option.   But time will tell.

 

I hope that I have helped make things more clear and not more complicated or confusing!  
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The good news is now you have my direct contact information and are welcome to come back with any further questions
or if we need to set up a call to discuss further, I would be more than happy to do that as well.

 

Please let me know how else I can be of help!  And a big thank you to you, for your service!!

Stay safe and have a blessed week!

Sincerely,
David

 

David Eskew

Market Manager, Fire Service

Milliken & Company

920 Milliken Rd

Spartanburg, SC 29303

 

Mobile: 864-641-8134

david.eskew@milliken.com | ResQ.milliken.com

 

Milliken
https://textiles.milliken.com/Milliken

New form submission

Contact Us

Submitted on 25 July 2020, 02:50 AM, via IP 2600:387:5:805::c6 by Anonymous

First Name Sean

Last Name Mitchell
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Company Nantucket Fire Department

Email seanmitchell17@hotmail.com

Phone 7745353063

Country USA

How Can We
Help You
Today?

Hello, I am researching firefighter turnout gear for upcoming replacements. I
was told of a proposed law in Massachusetts that would ban all PFAS in
turnout gear. I’m wondering if this will be possible? Will PFAS-free textiles be
available in 2022, and will they keep us as safe at current gear? Thanks

Select a choice

Select a choice I hereby consent to the processing of my Personal Data provided above for
the purposes explained in this notice.

In order to provide the best possible response to your inquiry about our products and services, Milliken &
Company collects and processes the personal data you entered above. We do so fully in accordance with
applicable data protection laws. We will, from time to time, use this information to send you relevant updates
and/or promotional offers, however, we will not use your personal information for any other purposes unless
you have given us your prior explicit consent to do so. If you are based in the European Union, we invite you
to visit Milliken’s EU Customer/Vendor Data Protection Notice at www.milliken.com/privacy for more details
about our data protection practices and your data protection rights. You have the right to object to the
processing of personal data for direct marketing purposes at any time. You can update your email
preferences or exercise your right to object at any time by contacting privacy@milliken.com. 

 

 

 

 

Confidentiality and Commercial Terms and Conditions Notice:

This message may contain privileged or confidential information and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Please advise immediately if you or your
employer do not consent to e-mail for messages of this kind. If you are not the addressee, or person responsible for delivering this message to the person
addressed, you may not copy or deliver this to anyone else. If you receive this message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail. All
commercial transactions, offers and acceptances are exclusively subject/limited to and conditioned upon our terms posted at our Terms and Conditions page.
We object to and reject any additional/different terms and conditions unless we expressly agree to them in writing.
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Privacy Terms:

We have updated our Data Protection Notices to meet the high data protection standards set by the new European General Data Protection Regulation
(“GDPR”). The changes are effective 25 May 2018. You have the right to object to the processing of personal data for direct marketing purposes at any time.
For more information about our data protection practices and to view a copy of our Data Protection Notices please refer to our Privacy page.
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